
Shaheen fitness and 
WCup key as Pakistan 
tackles Netherlands
ROTTERDAM: Pakistan will look to collect crucial
World Cup qualifying points when they tackle the
Netherlands in a three-match ODI series from
Tuesday but will have a wary eye on the fitness of
star bowler Shaheen Shah Afridi. The 22-year-old
paceman suffered a knee injury on the recent tour
of Sri Lanka, a worrying setback with the Asia Cup
- and a meeting with old rivals India - coming up at
the end of the month.

Pakistan team bosses do not want to overload a
fast bowler who has already played 97 times across
all three formats since his international debut just
four years ago. “We’re taking a couple of doctors
with us to take care of Shaheen and want him to
play a game against Netherlands to see if he’s fit
and ready for the Asia Cup,” said Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam.

“But we have 11 trump cards. Each of them can
be match winners on their day. I have faith in
every one of them, whether batters or bowlers.”
The series in Rotterdam was postponed due to
COVID in 2020. It forms part of the 13-nation
Super League from where the top seven teams
plus hosts India will qualify for the 2023 World
Cup. Pakistan are currently third with 90 points,
having beaten a formidable Australia 2-1 in their
last ODI series at home.

Failure to make the top seven would mean hav-
ing to negotiate a perilous route through a qualify-
ing competition. “There are important Super
League points at stake which we can’t lose,” said
Azam who may be stunned to find Europe baking in
a heatwave. “I think the conditions will be similar to
England. The weather will be cooler so we have
practiced with the air conditioning on indoors, per-
haps that helps simulate the conditions,” he said
Thursday on the team’s departure for Europe.

Recall for 38-year-old 
The two teams have only played three one-day

internationals - all in multi-national events at the
1996 (Pakistan) and 2003 (South Africa) World
Cups and 2002 Champions Trophy (Sri Lanka).
Pakistan won all three. After qualifying for the
Twenty20 World Cup to be played in Australia later
this year, the Netherlands are seeking a huge lift in
their 50-over fortunes.

They are placed last in the Super League, hav-
ing won only two of their 16 matches with one no-
result and 13 defeats. Those two wins - against
Ireland - followed 12 straight losses in series
against Afghanistan, New Zealand, West Indies
and England. England also smashed a world
record total of 498-4 against them in June. But
new skipper Scott Edwards believes playing
against bigger nations has helped his young team.
“ODI cricket is still a benchmark for Associates,”
said Edwards, who replaced Pieter Seelaar as
skipper in June. —AFP 

Sanchez makes 
Marseille debut 
in Brest draw
PARIS: Alexis Sanchez came off the bench to
make his debut for Marseille as his new club
drew 1-1 with Brest in Ligue 1 on Sunday. The
Chilean forward was named among the substi-
tutes by coach Igor Tudor for the game in
Brittany, four days after signing a one-year con-
tract. He was introduced at the start of the sec-
ond half but did not have a major influence on
the game as Marseille failed to hold onto the
lead given to them in the first half at the Stade
Francis-Le Ble by Nuno Tavares.

Portuguese left-back Tavares scored his sec-
ond goal in as many games since joining
Marseille on loan from Arsenal to put his new
side ahead shortly before half-time. He convert-
ed a cross from Jonathan Clauss, only for Pierre
Lees-Melou to equalise for Brest with a superb
strike just after the hour mark. Former Barcelona
and Arsenal star Sanchez, who has won 143 caps
for Chile, joined Marseille as a free agent after
terminating his contract with Inter Milan.

He started just nine games for Inter last sea-
son, but Marseille are hoping his experience will
prove invaluable in the Champions League
group stage. Tudor’s side have four points from a
possible six in Ligue 1, with Sunday’s draw fol-
lowing a 4-1 win over Reims last week. Reigning
champions Paris Saint-Germain are already two
points clear at the top of the table after just two
games. They followed a 5-0 win at Clermont on
the opening weekend by beating Montpellier 5-
2 on Saturday, with Neymar scoring twice and
Kylian Mbappe once. — AFP 

MUNICH: Poland’s Aleksandra Lisowska
claimed the first title at the European champi-
onships, winning the women’s marathon on the
streets of Munich on Monday. The 31-year-old
Pole clocked 2hr 28min 36sec, Croatia’s Matea
Parlov Kostro taking silver, at 7sec, with Nienke
Brinkman of the Netherlands claiming bronze, a
further 10sec adrift.

The men’s marathon title went the way of host
nation Germany as Richard Ringer produced an
extraordinarily well-judged final burst past
Ethiopian-born Zionist Maru Teferi for gold.
Ringer dug deep in front of thousands of
onlookers to time 2:10.21, with Teferi taking sil-
ver, 2sec behind, and another Ethiopian-born
Zionist, Gashau Ayale, claiming bronze a further
6sec adrift.

The opening day of the athletics champi-
onships had opened in dramatic style as world
decathlon champion Kevin Mayer’s bid for a first
European title came to a shuddering halt as he
pulled up in the opening 100m. World record
holder Mayer, twice world champion and a two-

time Olympic silver medalist, had warned that he
would withdraw from the grueling two-day event
should he feel even the slightest pain.

And so it proved as the Frenchman took the
foot off the pedal after 70 meters of the 100m,
the first of 10 events at Munich’s Olympic
Stadium. “I did a decathlon three weeks ago,” he
said in reference to his world title-winning effort
in Eugene, Oregon, dubbing his bid to add the
continental title to his haul as a “mission impossi-
ble”. “I pulled up before injury. I had a hundredth
of a second to decide: carry on and I injure
myself, or I stop. It’s very hard.

“I gave myself every chance to have a great
time again because, regardless of the fears and
stress it could generate, on the track I have so
much fun! “I wanted to give myself a chance to
get there, I didn’t succeed, it doesn’t matter: I’m
world champion, my season has been a success,
which was unexpected given my injuries.” The
evening session at the Olympic Stadium sees
medals up for grabs in both the men and women’s
shot put, as well as the women’s 10,000m. — AFP 
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Lisowska and Ringer claim 
European marathon golds

World champion Mayer bombs out of Euro decathlon

MUNICH: Poland’s Aleksandra Lisowska crosses the finish line to win the women’s Marathon during the
European Athletics Championships in Munich, southern Germany on August 15, 2022. —AFP 

Halep holds off 
Maia to win 3rd
Canadian crown
TORONTO: Simona Halep kept control against
unpredictable Beatriz Haddad Maia on Sunday, beat-
ing the Brazilian 6-3, 2-6, 6-3 to win a third WTA
Masters 1000 title in Canada. The former world num-
ber one from Romania added the trophy in Toronto
to those she captured in Montreal in 2016 and 2018.
She needed two and a quarter hours to deny the
South American lefthander the upset victory. “Here
there are many Romanians and they always come to
support me. I’m really happy that I could win also
here,” said Halep, who was backed by chants of “Si-
mo-na!” from her vocal fans throughout the match.

She shrugged of nine double-faults and broke
Haddad Maia five times from 10 chances as she
became the third player with at least nine WTA 1000
titles, after Serena Williams (13) and Victoria
Azarenka (10). Halep, who was playing in her ninth
final at the elite level as Haddad Maia tackled her
first, won her 38th match of the season and claimed
her biggest success since the Rome trophy in May,
2020. After a year outside of the world’s top-10 she
is projected to rise to sixth this week with the start of
the US Open approaching on August 29.

“I was there for many years but now I feel like it’s
a big deal to be back in top 10,” she said. “I’m really
happy with this performance. “When I started the
year I was not very confident and I set the goal to be
top-10 at the end of the year - and here I am. “It’s a
very special moment. I will enjoy it. I will give myself
credit. I’m just dreaming for more.” Haddad Maia,
enjoying a breakout season that included grasscourt
titles at Birmingham and Nottingham in June, had
toppled world number one Iga Swiatek on her way
to the final.

She struck first with a break on the way to a quick
3-0 lead. But Halep, a two-time Grand Slam champi-
on, quickly responded, winning the opening set as
she spun off six straight games to claim the opener
6-3, in 50 minutes. Haddad Maia answered in the
opening game of the second set with a break, con-
solidating through a double break for 4-0 before
Halep stopped the rot to hold for 1-4. The Brazilian
delivered a huge serve on set point three games later
to square the contest at a set each.

‘A day to learn’ 
But Halep came out ahead after they traded three

breaks of serve in the final set, wrapping it up on her
second match point as Haddad Maia fired a service
return into the net. Haddad Maia said she was at
times overwhelmed by the occasion. “It was an emo-
tional beginning, even when I was 3-Love up I could-
n’t hold the emotions. I couldn’t control myself,” she
said. “Simona started to play better, to improve. I was
trying to be more aggressive. “Today Simona
deserved it, she played better than me,” added
Haddad Maia, the first Brazilian to reach the final of a
WTA 1000 event. “She was more brave. “Sometimes
we learn - today, it’s a day to learn.” —AFP 

TORONTO: Simona Halep of Romania hits a shot
against Beatriz Haddad Maia of Brazil during the sin-
gles final of the National Bank Open, part of the
Hologic WTA Tour, at Sobeys Stadium on August 14,
2022. — AFP Pakistan’s Shaheen Afridi

Zalatoris beats Straka 
in playoff to win PGA 
Memphis title
WASHINGTON: Three-time major runner-up Will
Zalatoris won his first US PGA Tour title on Sunday,
defeating Austria’s Sepp Straka in a playoff to cap-
ture the St. Jude Championship. Zalatoris made a
seven-foot bogey putt on the third extra hole to end
a season of near misses that included second-place
efforts at the US Open and PGA Championship.
“We’ve been close and to see it finally pay off has
been awesome,” Zalatoris said. “Looking forward to
having some celebrations tonight.”

World number 14 Zalatoris, runner-up last year in
his Masters debut, took a $2.7 million top prize. His
eight top-10s had been the PGA’s most by a non-
winner as was his prior $6.7 million in season prize
money. Zalatoris, who turns 26 on Tuesday, joined
Colombian Camilo Villegas in 2008 as the only
players whose first PGA victory came in a FedEx
Cup playoff event.

Zalatoris fired a four-under par 66 and Straka
shot 67 to leave both on 15-under 265 after 72
holes at TPC Southwind in Memphis, Tennessee.
Straka, who missed six consecutive cuts entering
this week, sank a six-foot par putt at 18 on the first
extra hole to extend the playoff. Teeing off at 18
again, Zalatoris went right and hit a cart path and
tree while Straka’s ball clung to a sidehill above a
water hazard.

Zalatoris pitched off pine straw into the fairway
while Straka took off his left shoe, thought better of
a wet stance and put it back on, then took a penalty
drop. Both pitched to the green to set up clutch
putts, with Zalatoris curling in a par effort from just
outside 13 feet and Straka topping him from half
that distance. On the third playoff hole, the 151-yard
par-3 11th, Zalatoris bounced his ball atop a stone
wall at a water hazard and had it wedge in a crack
against grass while Straka’s ball found the water.

Straka hit his third into a greenside bunker and

blasted out four feet beyond the cup. After ponder-
ing a dangerous shot, Zalatoris took a penalty,
chipped from the drop zone to seven feet and sank
the bogey putt for the triumph. “It was a grind,”
Zalatoris said. “To see that decision pay off at the
last was pretty cool.” The tournament opened the
FedEx Cup playoffs, three season-ending events
with a winner’s prize of $18 million. Only the top 70
players in season points advance to next week’s
BMW Championship, where 30 qualifiers for the
Tour Championship in Atlanta are decided.

Zalatoris took the season points lead and
clinched a trip to Atlanta. “Just got to keep doing
what we’re doing,” he said. Straka, who won his first
PGA title in February at the Honda Classic, barely
missed his second season win. “It was pretty crazy,”
Straka said. “This is one of those courses where
every shot you hit, you’re on the edge of your seat.
Add the nerves of competing for a playoff event and
it can get a little crazy.” Lucas Glover, the 2009 US
Open champion, shared third on 268 with fellow
American Brian Harman.

Reigning US Open champion Matthew
Fitzpatrick of England was on 269 with Spaniard
Jon Rahm, Australian Adam Scott and American
Collin Morikawa - all major winners - plus
Americans Tony Finau, Andrew Putnam and Trey
Mullinax. British Open champion Cameron Smith, an
Australian who would have become world number
one with a victory, was issued a two-stroke penalty
before teeing off for an improper ball placement in
Saturday’s third round, dropping him four back at
the start. Smith, silent about reported plans to jump
to Saudi-backed LIV Golf after the PGA playoffs,
fired 70 to share 13th on 271.

‘Ace’ into cupholder
Glover and Scott played their way into next

week’s playoff event along with Americans Andrew
Putnam and Wyndham Clark. American JJ Spaun,
the 54-hole leader, fired a 78 to share 42nd on 275.
Denny McCarthy had a unique “ace” when his sec-
ond-hole tee shot landed in a fan’s portable chair
cupholder. The American blasted off pine straw to
just inside 33 feet then sank his birdie putt. —AFP 

BREST: Brest’s Algerian forward Youcef Belaili
(left) fights for the ball with Marseille’s French
midfielder Matteo Guendouzi during the French
L1 football match between Stade Brestois 29
(Brest) and Olympique de Marseille (OM) on
August 14, 2022. —AFP 


