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ALMERIA: Real Madrid’s French midfiedler Aurelien Tchouameni (right) jumps to kick the ball during the Spanish league football match between UD Almeria and Real Madrid CF at the Municipal Stadium of the 
Mediterranean Games in Almeria on August 14, 2022.  —AFP

Japan star Kubo nets winner on Real Sociedad debut

Famous clubs battle  
for Champions  
League slots 

 
PARIS: The last stage of the Champions League 
qualifying marathon kicks off on Tuesday with three 
clubs who have already got their hands on the tro-
phy eager to grab one of the last six group slots and 
the cheque that goes with it. Benfica, who won the 
European Cup in 1961 and 1962 and have reached 
the final five times since then, face Dynamo Kyiv. 
While Benfica coach Roger Schmidt worries 
whether Alex Grimaldo will recover from the dizzy 
spell that forced him off in Saturday’s 1-0 league win 
at Casa Pia, the Ukrainians made clear they have 
weightier concerns. 

The game will be in Lodz, where Dynamo are in 
exile following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. When the 
squad returned to training in Poland after winning in 
Austria to eliminate Sturm Graz in the previous round, 
the club’s website made clear that this is more than a 
football game. The players, it said, “realize they keep 
fighting for the honor of the country by adding points 
to the UEFA rankings table.” 

“All Kyivans miss home and look forward to the 
return to Ukraine, but the fact that they give our 
nation and warriors positive emotions makes them 
leave emotions behind. They have a single goal - to 
go through to the Champions League group stage.” 
The two clubs met in the group stage last season. 
They drew 0-0 in Kyiv in the opening round, 
Dynamo’s only point. The Portuguese side won 2-0 at 
home in the last round to edge Barcelona for second 
in the group. Returning to the group stage this year 
offers a hefty reward. 

Each club is guaranteed 15.64 million euros 
($16.04 million) for taking part. They can also collect 
2.8m euros for every group stage victory and 
930,000 euros for a draw. Teams that miss out, drop 
to the Europa League group stage where they are 
guaranteed 3.63m euros. PSV Eindhoven, who need-
ed an extra-time goal to eliminate Monaco in the pre-
vious round, face Rangers. Ruud van Nistelrooy, who 
replaced Schmidt as coach at the 1988 European 
champions, faces old international team-mate and 
club adversary Giovanni van Bronckhorst, in Glasgow 
on Tuesday. 

The two coaches were long-time Netherlands 
team-mates. They played on opposite sides the last 
time the clubs met in the Champions League. 
Rangers, with Van Bronckhorst in midfield, won home 
and away in the 1999 group stage. Van Nistelrooy 
scored PSV’s goal at Ibrox as Rangers won 4-1. “We 
are ready,” declared van Bronckhorst after a 4-0 
league win over St. Johnstone on Saturday. —AFP 

MADRID: David Alaba scored with a stunning free-
kick immediately after coming on as a substitute as 
reigning champions Real Madrid came from behind 
to beat Almeria 2-1 in their opening game of the 
season in La Liga on Sunday. Carlo Ancelotti’s side 
trailed to an early goal by Largie Ramazani away 
against  their  promoted opponents, but Lucas 
Vazquez equalized just after the hour mark. 

The winner arrived with 15 minutes remaining at 
Almeria’s Power Horse Stadium, as Alaba strode onto 
the pitch and curled a free-kick in off the upright after 
Luka Modric had been fouled just outside the box. 
Real were made to work hard for the points against an 
Almeria side who won last season’s second-tier title to 
return to La Liga after a seven-year absence. 

“We had lots of shots on goal but once we got the 
first goal it made things much easier for us,” said 
Ancelotti. “I am happy with the way the game went. 
We were not spectacular but there were lots of things 
to take into account, like the game on Wednesday and 
the heat.” At one point it looked like Madrid might 
suffer a defeat in their opening league game of the 
season for the first time since 2008, with Ancelotti’s 
decision to rotate his squad not initially paying off. 

The Italian had made five changes to the line-up 
that started in Wednesday’s 2-0 win over Eintracht 
Frankfurt in the UEFA Super Cup in Helsinki, when 
goals by Alaba and Karim Benzema gave the defend-
ing European champions the first silverware of the 
campaign. Alaba and Modric were among the players 
dropped to the bench, while close-season signings 
Antonio Rudiger and Aurelien Tchouameni were 
handed first competitive starts for their new club. 

Rudiger caught out 
Yet the game was just six minutes old when former 

Chelsea defender Rudiger was caught out by a ball 
over the top and Ramazani ran through to beat 
Thibaut Courtois. Ramazani, the 21-year-old Belgian 
winger who used to be on the books at Manchester 
United, ran off to celebrate in acrobatic fashion as 
Saudi-owned Almeria enjoyed a dream start to their 
top-flight comeback. 

Yet the hosts needed some inspired goalkeeping 
from Fernando Martinez to keep them ahead into half-
time, with the standout save coming low to his left to 
deny Rudiger five minutes before the break. Vazquez 
then had the ball in the net in the 43rd minute only to 
be denied by a very tight offside call, but the full-back 
was the man who dragged the away side back level in 
the 61st minute as he pounced on a loose ball in the 
area to score. 

Almeria, who had already seen a hanging Vinicius 
cross strike the frame of their goal on its way behind 
before that, soon conceded again. When Modric was 
fouled just outside the box by Rodrigo Ely, Austrian 
defender Alaba was waiting on the sideline for the 
chance to come on. The break in play allowed him to 
replace Ferland Mendy, and he came straight on to 
take the free-kick and score in stunning fashion to 
complete the latest comeback from Ancelotti’s team. 

Earlier, Japan star Takefusa Kubo marked his Real 
Sociedad debut by scoring the only goal in a 1-0 win 
at Cadiz. Kubo, 21, moved to San Sebastian last month 
on a five-year deal from Real Madrid, after never 
managing to break into the first team at the Santiago 
Bernabeu. Signed by Madrid from FC Tokyo as an 18-

year-old in 2019, he was farmed out on loan to 
Mallorca, Villarreal and then Getafe, before returning 
to Mallorca last season. 

Carlos Soler’s penalty gave Valencia a 1-0 win over 
promoted Girona in their first La Liga outing under 
new coach Gennaro Gattuso. Valencia held on after 
having Swiss defender Eray Comert send off early in 
the second half. Barcelona were held to a 0-0 draw by 
Rayo Vallecano in their opening game at the Camp 
Nou on Saturday. Atletico Madrid begin their cam-
paign away at Getafe in one of three matches to be 
played on Monday. —AFP

Alaba free-kick gives Real  
win to start title defense

‘Fair tackle’ as 
Tuchel insists no 
hard feelings  

 
LONDON: Chelsea manager Thomas Tuchel said he was 
happy to take a “fair tackle” from Tottenham boss Antonio 
Conte after both were shown red cards for clashing twice 
during a heated 2-2 on Sunday. Conte’s overexuberant 
celebrations of Spurs’ first equalizer resulted in the two 
coaches being booked for squaring up. 

Tuchel then responded by running down the touchline 
in celebration when Chelsea retook the lead through 
Reece James 13 minutes from time. But Harry Kane’s 96th 
minute equalizer meant Conte had the last laugh. Tuchel 
was not happy at the Italian for not making eye contact 
during a handshake at full-time, which sparked another 
melee between both sets of coaches and players. 

“It was hot from the temperature and hot between the 
benches and hot on the field and hot between the specta-
tors,” said Tuchel with temperatures soaring above 30 
degrees Celsius in the English capital. “There’s no hard 
feelings. I feel like it was a fair tackle from him and a fair 

tackle from me. “We did not insult each other, we did not 
hit each other, we were fighting for our teams and from my 
side there’s absolutely no hard feelings. I’m surprised that 
we both got a red card for that.” 

Tuchel’s ire was instead directed towards the offi-
cials as both Tottenham’s goals could have been disal-
lowed. Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg’s strike was allowed to 
stand despite a potential foul on Kai Havertz in the 
build-up and Richarlison standing in an offside position 
when the Dane’s shot was hit. Before the corner leading 
to Kane’s equalizer, Spurs defender Sergio Romero also 
escaped a red card for dragging Marc Cucurella to the 
ground by his hair. 

“It was a clear foul on Kai Havertz. Ok, the situation 
goes on and on and on, then it is a clear offside,” added 
Tuchel. “Since when can you pull hair on the football field? 
It’s ridiculous. “That’s the only frustration. I’m the happiest 
coach on earth because we played a fantastic match.” 
Conte batted away several questions about his tete-a-tete 
with Tuchel, but admitted a gap between the sides remains 
despite Spurs’ improvement. Chelsea won all four meet-
ings between the sides last season, three of them after 
Conte took charge in November.  

“In my opinion it is better to talk about the game,” said 
Conte. “Chelsea showed to be a really good team, but 
compared to last season we did a bit better. “The differ-

ence is clear. This team won the Champions League two 
years ago, last year won the Club World Cup, got to the 
final of the FA Cup and Carabao (League) Cup. “There is a 
difference between Chelsea and Tottenham but we are 
here to reduce this gap. Last season we lost three times, 
this time we drew so it’s a little step forward.” —AFP

LONDON: Chelsea’s German head coach Thomas Tuchel ges-
tures on the touchline during the English Premier League 
football match between Chelsea and Tottenham Hotspur on 
August 14, 2022.  —AFP

ALMERIA: Real Madrid’s Austrian defender David Alaba (left) 
celebrates scoring this team’s second goal during the 
Spanish league football match between UD Almeria and 
Real Madrid CF at the Municipal Stadium of the 
Mediterranean Games in Almeria. —AFP


