
KUWAIT: Kuwait on Wednesday lost Mohammad 
Yousef Al-Adsani, former speaker of the National 
Assembly (1981-1985) and one of the pioneers of 
political and parliamentary work in the country. 
Adsani was born in Kuwait in 1925, and his career 
was full of parliamentary, governmental, political 
and diplomatic work. Adsani participated in several 
National Assembly elections and won the 1963 and 
1981 elections, while he lost in the 1967 and 1985 

elections. Adsani also 
held ministerial portfo-
lios; he served as minister 
of planning in 1976-1978 
and minister of public 
works in 1978. He also 
served as president of the 
Municipal Council, mem-
ber of the Planning 
Council and ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia, Somalia 
and Lebanon.  

HH the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of 
condolences on Wednesday to the family of Adsani. 
HH the Amir extolled Adsani’s great contributions to 
parliamentary action and his professionalism and 

wise leadership of the National Assembly. He also 
recalled Adsani’s dedication and great service to the 
dear homeland, which made everybody hold him in 
high esteem. HH the Amir prayed to Allah the 
Almighty to lodge Adsani in paradise and grant his 
family patience and solace.  

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also sent a cable of condolences 
to the family of Adsani. In the cable, HH the Crown 
Prince recalled the outstanding contributions made 
by Adsani and the distinguished sincerity and loyalty 
in serving the dear country during his holding of 
various high positions with efficiency and compe-
tence. HH the Crown Prince expressed sympathy 
and deep condolences to Adsani’s family, praying to 
Allah the Almighty to bestow mercy on Adsani’s soul 
and patience and solace on his family. — KUNA 
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Kuwaiti envoy stresses importance 
of Arabic as a civilizational bridge
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despite win over France165

News in brief

National Assembly approves 
emergency election decrees 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly on Wednesday 
overwhelmingly approved two emergency Amiri 
decrees issued by HH the Amir ahead of the Sept 29 
parliamentary elections to regulate the snap polls. 
The first decree stipulated the use of civil IDs for 
establishing the identity of voters and proving their 
residential address, while the second decree added 
several residential areas to electoral districts after 
they were previously excluded, thus adding tens of 
thousands of new voters. 

Fifty-three members, including Cabinet ministers, 
approved the decrees, while only three MPs opposed 
them. The Constitutional Court last week rejected 
petitions challenging that the two decrees violated 
the constitution and demanded scrapping them and 
nullifying the election process. 

Meanwhile, the Assembly completed the debate of 
the Amiri address delivered on the opening day of the 
new house, with many MPs calling on the government to 
forge ahead with political, economic, social and adminis-
trative reforms. At the end of the debate, remarks made 
by MPs were sent to a three-MP panel responsible for 
preparing the response to the Amiri address. 

MP Saud Al-Asfour stressed that political reforms 
are the true prelude to other reforms, mainly reform-
ing the election system through approving legislation 
for legalizing political groups (parties) and collective 
lists of candidates to replace the current individual-
based system. He said we cannot talk about a new 
era while we are still heavily burdened with problems 
of the past, especially rampant corruption where bil-
lions of dinars of public funds had been stolen, 
adding that the government must track down these 
funds and recover them. MP Hamad Al-Obaid said 
that there can be no development and progress with-
out halting and fighting corruption and widespread 
bribery. MP Osama Al-Zaid also insisted that politi-
cal reforms are the most important and key for all 
other reforms, adding the government must fight the 
use of money in politics. MP Fares Al-Otaibi called 
for diversifying sources of income and stop total 
dependence on oil as the only source of income, con-
tributing 90 percent to state revenues. MP 
Abdulkarim Al-Kandari said the country needs true 
political, administrative, financial and legal reforms, 
adding the election system must be reformed with 
the establishment of an election commission. 
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MPs demand fundamental reforms, combating corruption

KUWAIT: Students and teachers of The English School Fahaheel visit Kuwait Times and Kuwait News 
offices on Nov 30, 2022. — Photo by Abdul Raheem Abdeen (See Page 12)

ESF students visit Kuwait Times, Kuwait News

Steel bottles banned in schools 
 
KUWAIT: The education ministry has banned 
steel water bottles from schools after an ele-
mentary school student used it to assault a fel-
low student, who was sent to the emergency 
room. “The decision was previously intended 
only for boys’ schools, but the decision was 
changed to include all schools of all levels,” an 
education source revealed to Kuwait Times.

US to sell $1bn systems to Qatar 
 
WASHINGTON: The US government on 
Tuesday announced the approval of a $1 bil-
lion sale of FS-LIDS counter-drone systems 
and other equipment to Qatar. “The proposed 
sale will improve Qatar’s capability to meet 
current and future threats by providing elec-
tronic and kinetic defeat capabilities against 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems,” the US Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) said in a 
statement. — AFP

IS announces death of leader 
 
BEIRUT: The Islamic State group said 
Wednesday that its leader Abu Hasan Al-
Hashimi Al-Qurashi has been killed in battle 
and announced a replacement. A spokesman 
for the group said Hashimi, an Iraqi, was killed 
“in combat with enemies of God”. Speaking in 
an audio message, the spokesman identified 
the group’s new leader as Abu Al-Hussein Al-
Husseini Al-Qurashi.  The spokesman said he 
was a “veteran” jihadist and called on all 
groups loyal to IS to pledge their allegiance to 
its fourth leader.— AFP 
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BEIJING: Former Chinese leader Jiang Zemin died 
Wednesday at the age of 96, state media reported, 
hailing him as a great communist revolutionary who 
helped quell the 1989 pro-democracy protests. 
Jiang took power in the aftermath of the Tiananmen 
Square crackdown, in which the military used dead-
ly force to end peaceful demonstrations, and led 

China towards its emer-
gence as a global eco-
nomic powerhouse. 

The major bodies of 
China’s ruling Communist 
Party announced his 
death through a letter 
that expressed “profound 
grief”. “Jiang Zemin 
passed away due to 
leukemia and multiple 
organ failure in Shanghai 
at 12:13 pm on Nov 30, 
2022, at the age of 96, it was announced on 
Wednesday,” news agency Xinhua said. His death 

came after all medical treatments had failed, it 
added, citing the letter. 

“Comrade Jiang Zemin was an outstanding 
leader... a great Marxist, a great proletarian revolu-
tionary, statesman, military strategist and diplomat, 
a long-tested communist fighter, and an outstanding 
leader of the great cause of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics,” it said. Jiang’s death comes as 
China sees a flare-up of anti-COVID lockdown 
protests that have morphed into calls for more 
political freedoms - the most widespread since the 
1989 pro-democracy rallies. 

“During the serious political turmoil in China in 
the spring and summer of 1989, Comrade Jiang  
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GENEVA: Nearly three quarters of people over 
the age of 10 now own a mobile phone, potential-
ly opening the way to broader Internet use, the 
United Nations said Wednesday. The UN’s 
International Telecommunication Union has pro-
vided its first estimate of regional and global 
ownership, revealing that 73 percent of the 
world’s population over 10 years of age owned a 

cellphone in 2022.  
“Mobile phones are the most common gateway 

to internet use, with the percentage of ownership 
serving as an indicator of Internet availability and 
access,” the ITU said as it launched its annual 
report on global connectivity. But it cautioned that 
mobile phone ownership remains higher than 
Internet use - especially in lower-income countries, 
with broadband usually more expensive than cellu-
lar-only services. 

The ITU found that mobile phone ownership 
had grown steadily in recent years, estimating it 
had risen from under 67 percent in 2019. The online 
population also saw a big “bump” up in 2020 dur-
ing the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic, ITU 
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DOHA: A USA fan looks at her mobile phone at the 
Al-Thumama Stadium on Nov 29, 2022. — AFP 


