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Finance Minister Abdulwahab Al-Rasheed said 

on Wednesday that Kuwait has over 163,000 

retired people, with just over 37,000 of them 
receiving pensions below KD 1,000 per month. In 
a reply to a question by MP Jenan Bushehri, the 
minister added some 30,000 ret ired people 
receive pensions over KD 2,000 per month, while 
56,550 of them draw a monthly pension between 
KD 1 ,000 and 1 ,500. Of the ret ired people, 
around 40,000 receive pensions between KD 
1,500 and KD 2,000. The next Assembly session 
is on Dec 13.

Vienna welcomes Iran  
freeing Austrian for  
medical treatment 

 
VIENNA, Austria: Vienna on Wednesday wel-
comed the release of an Austrian from prison in 
Iran to get medical treatment. Massud Mossaheb, 
a 76-year-old Austrian citizen of Iranian origin 
who was jailed in Iran on charges of espionage, 
was freed last week. 

He has spent almost four years at Tehran’s noto-
rious Evin prison. “We have been raising the issue 
at the highest levels and we welcome that these 
diplomatic endeavours have now produced first 
results,” a foreign ministry spokeswoman said. 

“As far as we are concerned, we will continue 
with everything in our hands to work for a humani-
tarian solution in all cases of Austrians imprisoned.” 
Two other Austrians are currently detained in Iran. 

Mossaheb’s daughter, who declined to be 
named, said her father had been diagnosed with 
prostate cancer and had been released “for the 

length of his treatment”. He is not allowed to leave 
Iran and has to report twice a month to the 
authorities, she added, thanking Austrian authori-
ties for their efforts. 

Mossaheb was the general secretary of the 
Austro-Iranian Society, an organisation set up to 
encourage exchanges between the two countries. 
He was arrested in Tehran in January 2019 while he 
was accompanying a visiting group of Austrian sci-
entists. Accused of spying for Israel and Germany, 
he was sentenced to 10 years in jail. 

Iran currently holds more than 20 Westerners, 
many of them with dual nationality. Rights groups 
such as Amnesty International have condemned 
their detention as “hostage-taking” for political 
ends, as a means to put pressure on Western pow-
ers to win concessions. 

Iran, which does not recognise double nationali-
ty, says that all the people held have been detained 
following rulings by the courts. One of the two 
Austrians still detained was arrested recently. 
Iranian authorities have not specified the reasons, 
according to Austria. Businessman Kamran Ghaderi, 
another Austrian citizen of Iranian origin, was 
arrested in 2016 and sentenced to 10 years in jail on 
spying charges. — AFP

BRUSSELS, Belgium: Belgium launched its 
biggest-ever criminal trial on Wednesday, the land-
mark prosecution of alleged jihadists accused of 
directing or aiding 2016 suicide bombings in 
Brussels’ metro and airport that killed 32 people. 

The prime French suspect in the dock confirmed 
his identity as proceedings began: “Salah Abdeslam, 
33, electrical mechanic.” 

Salah is already notorious after being convicted 
in a separate trial in France for his role in 2015 
attacks in Paris that killed 130 people. 

Only one of the nine defendants present, 30-
year-old Osama Krayem, refused to stand as they 
were presented to the high-security court, a pur-
pose-built space in the disused former headquar-
ters of the NATO alliance. A 10th suspect, 33-
year-old Oussama Atar, is believed to have been 
killed in Syria. 

Wednesday’s hearing kicked off jury selection 
from a huge poll of more than 1,000 citizens. The 
court was to choose 12 jurors and 24 potential 
replacements who will need to attend near daily 
sessions of a months-long process leading into 
next year. 

On December 5, the main evidential hearings will 
begin. Both the November 13, 2015 Paris attacks 
and the March 22, 2016 suicide bombings in 
Brussels were claimed by the Islamic State group, 
and investigators believe they were carried out by 
the same Belgium-based cell, including Abdeslam. 

The group was planning more violence, allegedly 
including attacks on the Euro 2016 football cup in 
France, but acted quickly after Abdeslam was 
arrested on March 18. 

 
Life sentence 

Four days later, on March 22, two bombers blew 
themselves up in Brussels airport and another in a 
city centre metro station near the headquarters of 
the European Union. 

Alongside those killed, hundreds of travellers and 
transport staff were maimed and six years on many 
victims, relatives and rescuers remain traumatised. 

Five of the nine defendants to appear in the dock 

in Belgium have already been convicted in the 
French trial, including Abdeslam. He is serving life 
without parole in France and faces a further sen-
tence in Belgium. 

Hundreds of witnesses and victims will testify in 
the months to come, some still hopeful that telling 
the story of Belgium’s worst peacetime massacre 
will offer them a measure of closure. 

“I don’t really expect a lot of answers,” said 
Sandrine Couturier, who was on the Maelbeek 
metro platform and plans to come to face the 
defendants. 

“But I want to confront myself with what human 
beings are capable of doing. I have to accept that 
not everyone is good,” the PTSD survivor told AFP 
ahead of the opening. 

Memory loss  
Like many of those who have spoken to 

reporters, she suffers from memory loss and con-
centration problems. Many seek treatment for 
depression. 

Sebastien Bellin, a former professional basket-
ball player who was due to fly to New York on the 
morning of March 22, lost the use of a leg in the 
attack. 

He says that now he feels no hatred. “It would 
suck the energy I need to rebuild myself,” he says. 
The trial should have begun in October, but there 
was controversy over the dock, in which the 
accused were to have been held in individual glass-
walled boxes. The defendants’ areas were rebuilt as 
a single, shared space. — AFP

News in brief 

240 migrants rescued  
 
LILLE, France: French emergency services res-
cued 240 migrants heading in small boats across 
the Channel to the southern coast of England 
within a 24 hour period this week, local authorities 
said. The 240 were rescued in five different opera-
tions between Monday and Tuesday off Calais on 
France’s northern coast, France’s Maritime 
Prefecture of the Channel and the North Sea said 
in a statement late Tuesday. According to the UK 
authorities, 426 migrants were detected crossing 
the Channel on Monday after very few crossed the 
week earlier during a period of bad weather. 
 
 
Cambodia arrests union leader 
 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia: Cambodia has 
arrested a union leader who spearheaded strike 
action against the country’s biggest casino, a 
court confirmed Wednesday, drawing criticism 
from the United States. Chhim Sithar has long 
campaigned for the reinstatement of hundreds of 
workers laid off from NagaWorld casino in Phnom 
Penh during the coronavirus pandemic. She was 
accused of violating bail conditions by travelling 
overseas, and was arrested on Saturday at Phnom 
Penh’s airport as she returned from a conference 
in Australia. “Chhim Sithar had left the territory of 
the Kingdom of Cambodia without the permission 
of the investigating judge,” the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court said in a statement Wednesday. 
 
 
Spain seizes 5.6 tonnes of cocaine 
 
MADRID, Spain: Spanish authorities said 
Wednesday they had seized 5.6 tonnes of cocaine 
worth over 340 million euros in the port of Valencia, 
the nation’s biggest haul of the drug in four years. 
Police found the drugs during a search of a suspi-
cious shipping container that arrived in the 
Mediterranean port, one of Europe’s busiest, from 
South America, the interior ministry said in a state-
ment. A photo shared by the ministry showed a pile 
of plastic-wrapped bricks of what it said was cocaine 
with the word “rey” (“king”), written in bold letters 
on them. The authorities began the investigation that 
led to the seizure in 2021 after becoming suspicious 
that criminal gangs were “taking advantage” of the 
legal importation of fruit and vegetables to bring 
drugs to Spain “from the other side of the Atlantic”. 
 
 
German jailed for life  
 
BERLIN: A German man was given a life sentence 
on Wednesday for shooting dead two police offi-
cers to escape being caught for illegal game hunt-
ing during a routine traffic check. The regional 
court in Kaiserslautern found 39-year-old Andreas 
Schmitt guilty of the killings in January this year, 
which sent shockwaves across Germany. His co-
defendant, referred to by the court as Florian V., 
was found guilty of abetting illegal poaching. The 
33-year-old was in the car with Schmitt when the 
officers discovered dead game in the boot, investi-
gators said. “We are all to this day horrified that a 
supposed routine control could turn into a fatal 
incident,” Interior Minister Nancy Faeser said in a 
statement after the verdict. — From AFP 

Belgium starts trial over 2016  
suicide bombings that killed 32 

On December 5, main evidential hearings will begin  

BRUSSELS: Salah Abdeslam’s Lawyer Delphine Paci (L) speaks with Defense lawyer Virginie Taelnan (C) and 
Stanislas Eskenazi, lawyer of Mohamed Abrini, at the opening of the trial against the nine alleged jihadists accused 
of taking part in the March 2016 suicide bombings, at the Justitia building in Brussels on November 30, 2022. —AFP

At least 20 tornadoes 
hit southern US 

 
HOUSTON, United States: At least 20 torna-
does hit the southern United States on 
Wednesday, cutting power and damaging 
homes, the National Weather Service said, urg-
ing residents to seek shelter. Tornadoes struck 
the states of Mississippi, Louisiana and 
Alabama, damaging roads, downing trees and 
blowing roofs off houses, NWS said. 

NWS described one tornado ripping 
through Alabama as “life-threatening” in an 
advisory issued at 0845 GMT. “Tornadoes are 
extremely difficult to see and confirm at night. 
Do not wait to see or hear the tornado. TAKE 
COVER NOW!” Parts of Alabama and 
Mississippi were under a tornado watch until 
6:00 am (1200 GMT) Wednesday, NWS said. 
Hail ranging from “quarter size” to “baseball 
size” was forecast for affected counties in 
Alabama, it said. — AFP 

National Assembly 
approves...
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Zemin supported and implemented the correct 

decision of the Party Central Committee to oppose 
unrest, defend the socialist state power and safe-
guard the fundamental interests of the people,” 
state broadcaster CCTV said Wednesday. 

When Jiang replaced Deng Xiaoping as leader in 
1989, China was still in the early stages of economic 
modernization. By the time he retired as president in 
2003, China was a member of the World Trade 
Organization, Beijing had secured the 2008 
Olympics, and the country was well on its way to 
superpower status. Analysts say Jiang and his 
“Shanghai Gang” faction continued to exert influ-

ence over communist politics long after he left the 
top job, including in the selection of Xi Jinping as 
leader in 2012. 

Concerns over Jiang’s health had been raised 
when he did not attend the opening or closing cer-
emonies of last month’s Communist Party Congress, 
at which Xi was granted a historic third term. 
CCTV said flags would be flown at half-mast at 
Chinese government buildings until the funeral, the 
date of which was not announced. State media 
websites turned black-and-white, and they posted 
a black-and-white photo of a chrysanthemum on 
their official accounts on social media platform 
Weibo. Apps such as Alipay and Taobao also 
turned monochrome. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin was one of the 
first world leaders to pay tribute, saying Jiang had 
been “a dear friend of our country”. “The bright 
memory of such an authoritative politician and a 
wonderful person will forever remain in my heart,” 
Putin said in a message of condolence. — AFP 

Former Chinese 
president Jiang...
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 senior economist Thierry Geiger told AFP. 

Unsurprisingly, ownership was highest in wealthy 
countries, where 95 percent of people currently 
own a mobile phone, and lowest in low-income 
countries, where only 49 percent do, the ITU said. 

The UN’s telecoms agency says roughly a third 
of the planet has still never been online. But the 
online population has been increasing and an esti-
mated 5.3 billion people, or 66 percent of people 
worldwide, are now using the Internet. “Access to 
the Internet is increasing, but not as quickly and 
evenly across the world as it needs to,” Doreen 
Bogdan-Martin, who heads the ITU’s telecommuni-
cations development division and will soon take 
over as agency chief, said in the statement. “Too 

many people still live in digital darkness.” 
Estimates of global Internet use typically look at 

the price of mobile-broadband services, which allow 
users to access the Internet from a smartphone and 
are relatively inexpensive compared to a fixed inter-
net service. According to Wednesday’s report, the 
global median price of mobile-broadband services 
dropped from 1.9 percent of average gross national 
income (GNI) per capita last year to 1.5 percent now. 

However, the cost still remains too high for the 
average consumer in most low-income economies, 
where a basic mobile data plan is estimated to cost 
nine percent of GNI per capita. The ITU called on 
all countries to ensure affordable broadband 
access, defined as costing less than two percent of 
GNI per capita. While the cost of connectivity 
appears to be continuing its decline, Geiger warned 
rising costs for other necessities could force many 
to move offline. The ITU report also found a signifi-
cant gender gap: Some 259 million fewer women 
have access to the Internet than men. Only 63 per-
cent of women are currently using the Internet, 
compared to 69 percent of men, it said. — AFP 

3/4 of people 
over 10 own a...

SODERTALJE, Sweden: Barreling down a motorway 
south of Stockholm in a 40-ton lorry and trailer, the driv-
er keeps a careful eye on the road but, jarringly, no hands 
on the wheel. Instead, the truck drives itself, and veteran 
driver Roger Nordqvist is at the ready only in case of 
unexpected problems. Swedish truck maker Scania is not 
the only auto manufacturer developing autonomous 
vehicles, but it recently became the first in Europe to 
pilot them while delivering commercial goods. 

“We take their goods from point A, drive them to point 
B, fully autonomously,” Peter Hafmar, head of autonomous 
solutions at Scania, tells AFP outside the company’s 
transport lab in Sodertalje, south of Stockholm. In the 
pilot project, the self-driving truck is maneuvering a 
stretch of some 300 km between Sodertalje and 
Jonkoping in Sweden’s south, delivering fast-food goods. 

From the outside, the vehicle looks almost like any 
other lorry, save for a rail on the roof packed with cam-
eras and two sensors resembling bug antennae on the 
sides. Inside the cab, the wheel and seats are where 
you’d expect to find them, but small devices and screens 
dot the dashboard and a nest of wires run to the com-
puter rack housed behind the passenger seat. 

Engineer Goran Fjallid sits next to the safety driver in 
the passenger’s seat, eyes glued to his laptop as it 
receives video from the truck’s cameras and flickering 
text with information about what the vehicle is seeing. A 
second screen shows a 3D-visualisation of the truck on 
the road and all nearby vehicles. The lorry combines all 

the input from the various sensors with a GPS system, 
with the different technologies acting as back-ups for 
each other. 

“If the road markings disappear for a while, then it 
will use the GPS and it stays perfectly in its lane,” Fjallid 
explains. “It drives better by itself than when you drive it 
manually,” he adds. But he acknowledges that a lot of tri-
al and error has gone into getting the truck to that point. 
They’ve had to tweak things like how the truck handles 
merging onto the motorway, and what to do when 
another car cuts in front of it. 

Every time the truck does something unexpected, 
such as braking or slowing down for no apparent reason, 
Fjallid makes a note of the exact timing so the logs and 
data can be examined. The lorry’s sensors are also cali-
brated daily before hitting the road. Hafmar says there 
are still some hurdles to clear before driverless trucks - 
without safety drivers - become a common sight on 
roads, both in terms of technology and legislation. They 
expect to have this ready by the end of the 2020s or the 
beginning of 2030s, Hafmar says. 

The advent of self-driving trucks can be seen as a 
threat to the jobs of truck drivers - one of the world’s 
most common professions. But Hafmar insists 
autonomous vehicles are needed to address a global 
driver shortage. And, he says, it will be a long time 
before artificial intelligence will be able to handle all 
aspects of logistics. Initially, self-driving lorries will 
likely be used for long-haul trips, but the last-mile dis-
tribution to shops and customers “will happen with 
human drivers”, Hafmar adds. 

According to a report from the International Road 
Transport Union (IRU) in June, there were some 2.6 mil-
lion unfilled positions for truck drivers around the world 
in 2021. Hafmar also points out other potential benefits: 
since computers don’t need to sleep or rest, the vehicles 
can be scheduled for trips at times when there is less 
traffic, or drive slower to save on fuel. — AFP 

Self-driving 
lorries hit the 
road in Sweden


