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HONG KONG, China:  Hong Kong’s security chief 
said he saw indications of a “colour revolution” at 
events held in solidarity with Chinese protesters and 
warned Wednesday they may violate the city’s national 
security law. 

Rare demonstrations on the mainland calling for an 
end to COVID-19 lockdowns and greater political 
freedoms have sparked a series of small public gather-
ings in Hong Kong since Sunday, including at universi-
ty campuses and in the financial district. 

Once an outspoken enclave in China, Hong Kong has 
quietened since Beijing imposed a national security law, 
a year after huge and some-
times violent protests in 
2019. Secretary for Security 
Chris Tang said Wednesday 
that some in Hong Kong had 
used the solidarity events to 
“incite against the central 
government”. 

“I noticed some early 
signs of another colour rev-
olution,” he said, using a 
euphemism favoured by 
Beijing and other authoritar-
ian governments to describe 
allegedly foreign-backed protests. “We can see some 
of the familiar faces that actively [participated] in the 
illegal acts of 2019,” Tang told reporters, adding that 
the latest gatherings were “highly organised” and 
made use of anti-China social media platforms. 

Solidarity events in Hong Kong have drawn dozens of 
attendees, who have mirrored protest tactics used in 
mainland China, such as holding blank pieces of paper. 
But Tang said other signs bore words such as “revolution” 
and “autocracy” or called for leaders to step down, and 
warned these may “contravene the national security law”. 

“Many people say nothing will happen if you just 
hold a piece of paper... but they are deliberately down-

playing the severity,” Tang said. “Their intent is to sub-
vert the regime.” Subversion is one of four national 
security offences, which can be punished with a maxi-
mum of life in prison. 

No one in Hong Kong has been arrested over the 
recent protests, but police have taken some partici-
pants’ names. Political dissent and mass assemblies in 
Hong Kong have largely disappeared or been forced 
underground since the national security law came into 
force in 2020, while large gatherings in public have 
been banned under coronavirus pandemic restrictions. 
The recent solidarity events at two universities drew 

both local and mainland 
Chinese students, with par-
ticipants chanting: “We are 
not foreign forces, we are 
Chinese citizens.” 

Meanwhile, a Hong Kong 
man shot by police at point-
blank range during democ-
racy protests in 2019 was 
jailed for six years 
Wednesday on charges that 
included trying to snatch the 
firearm that wounded him. 

Chow Pak-kwan, 23, lost 
his right kidney and was injured in his liver and spine 
after a traffic cop shot him at a road intersection amid 
clashes between protesters and the authorities. 
Footage of the incident showed an officer drawing his 
gun, pointing it at protesters blocking the road, grap-
pling with one of them and eventually firing at Chow, 
who was unarmed. 

Judge Adriana Noelle Tse Ching sentenced Chow to 
six years in jail for attempted robbery, obstructing a 
police officer and attempting to escape from custody. 
The judge said Chow’s attempt to grab the officer’s 
gun could have inflamed the crowd’s emotions and was 
a factor contributing to the lengthy sentence. 

Another defendant in the case, Woo Tsz-kin, 22, was 
also jailed for six years after being found guilty of 
obstructing a police officer and attempted robbery. 
The protest took place near the height of Hong Kong’s 
citywide protests three years ago, which began in 
opposition to a proposed extradition bill before grow-
ing to include calls for greater freedoms. 

Rights activists have criticised police for using 

excessive force to quell protests, with Chow’s shooting 
sometimes cited as an example. Police have insisted 
that officers were acting in accordance with the law 
and following internal protocols. 

As of August, Hong Kong had arrested nearly 
10,300 people over the 2019 democracy protests and 
have prosecuted or initiated legal proceedings against 
2,900 of them, according to police.  —AFP
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Australian ex-PM  
censured over key  
ministry posts 

 
SYDNEY: Australia’s parliament on Wednesday cen-
sured ex-prime minister Scott Morrison for secretly 
appointing himself to several key ministries during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, delivering a rare and stinging 
rebuke. By a vote of 86 to 50, the parliament said that 
the former conservative leader’s actions “eroded public 
trust in Australia’s democracy” and made proper 
accountability impossible. 

It is the first time in Australian history that a former 
prime minister has been formally censured by the 
House of Representatives. Over two years, Morrison 
had himself sworn in as minister for finance, home 
affairs, treasury, resources, agriculture and environ-
ment-without telling the public, parliament or existing 
ministers. 

“He owes an apology to the Australian people for 
the undermining of democracy,” said Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese, whose centre-left party ousted 
Morrison in a May 2022 election. Wednesday’s vote fell 
largely along party lines, with political rivals seeking to 
frame the debate as beyond party politics, or motivated 
entirely by it. 

Morrison was in the chamber for much of the 
debate and listened largely impassively as he was 
denounced. When he rose to speak, it was to issue a 
strident defence of his actions, and to accuse the Labor 
government of partisanship, “political intimidation” and 
trying to “impose its retribution”. 

 
‘Unintentional offence’  

“I am proud of my achievements in this place, and I 
am proud of my government,” he said. “I gave it every-
thing I had.” Morrison did express some misgivings 
about keeping his appointments secret and claimed he 
would have told the public if asked by journalists. 

“I acknowledge that the non-disclosure of arrange-
ments has caused unintentional offence and extend an 
apology to those who were offended,” he said. “I do 
not apologise for taking action, especially prudent 
redundancy action, in a national crisis in order to save 
lives and to save livelihoods.” 

Members of Morrison’s party lined up to shake his 
hand as they left the chamber. But there were isolated 
acts of dissent. Morrison’s party ally Bridget Archer 
described her former leader’s actions as “an affront to 
our democratic Westminster system” and voted in sup-
port of the censure. 

“This is not a game, there are things that sit above 
the cut and thrust of politics.” More than a dozen mem-
bers did not vote. A recent inquiry by a former high 
court judge found Morrison’s actions had been “corro-
sive of trust in government” and recommended closing 
several loopholes that allowed the appointments to 
remain secret. Morrison’s actions were ultimately found 
to be legal, but his use of extraordinary ministerial 
powers to block a major gas project is being challenged 
in court. Morrison has refused calls to resign from par-
liament. —AFP 

Two militia leaders  
guilty of sedition in  
US Capitol assault 

 
WASHINGTON: Two leaders of the far-right 
Oath Keepers militia, including founder 
Stewart Rhodes, were found guilty of sedition 
on Tuesday in the most high-profile case yet 
stemming from the January 6, 2021 attack on 
the US Capitol by supporters of then-presi-
dent Donald Trump. 

A federal jury convicted Rhodes, 57, and 
Kelly Meggs, 53, leader of the militia’s Florida 
chapter, of the rarely pursued charge of sedi-
tious conspiracy, which carries up to 20 years 
in prison. The 12-person jury acquitted three 
other members of the Oath Keepers-Kenneth 
Harrelson, Jessica Watkins and Thomas 
Caldwell-who faced the sedition charge, but it 
convicted them of lesser offenses such as 
obstructing an official proceeding. Rhodes, an 
eyepatch-wearing former soldier and Yale law 
school graduate, and the four other group 
members were accused of plotting to keep 
Trump in power and overturn the results of the 
2020 presidential election won by Democrat 
Joe Biden. 

During the nearly two-week trial in 
Washington, prosecutors said the Oath 
Keepers “concocted a plan for an armed rebel-

lion... plotting to oppose by force the govern-
ment of the United States.” Hundreds of Trump 
supporters have been arrested for their roles in 
the assault on Congress but they have faced 
less serious charges than those lodged against 
Rhodes and the other Oath Keepers. The jury 
deliberated for three days before reaching a 
verdict in the case, which the defendants char-
acterized as a political trial carried out by the 
Biden administration against supporters of 
Trump, who has announced plans to run for the 
White House again in 2024. 

US Attorney General Merrick Garland 
named a special counsel this month to oversee 
the investigation into Trump’s own efforts to 
overturn the election result and the attack on 
Congress by his supporters. The special coun-
sel will also take over the Justice Department’s 
probe into a cache of classified government 
documents seized in an FBI raid on Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago residence in Florida in August. 

 
‘Off-mission’  

A not-guilty verdict on the sedition counts 
for all five defendants would have been a set-
back for the Department of Justice, which 
plans to try members of the Proud Boys, 
another right-wing extremist group, on the 
same charges. 

The verdict was hailed by the congression-
al committee investigating the Capitol assault. 
“Today’s convictions are a victory for the rule 
of law and reinforce the fact that the violence 

of January 6th included a deliberate attempt to 
overturn the results of the 2020 election and 
block the transfer of presidential power,” a 
statement from the committee’s chairs, 
Democratic Congressman Bennie Thompson 
and Republican Liz Cheney, said. Edward 
Tarpley, an attorney for Rhodes, said he was 
“disappointed.” 

“There was no evidence introduced indi-
cating that there was a plan to attack the 
Capitol,” Tarpley told reporters. During the tri-
al, prosecutors accused the Oath Keepers of 
stocking weapons at a hotel near Washington 
and joining the crowd that stormed the Capitol 
in a bid to block the certification by Congress 
of Biden’s election victory. —AFP 

HONG KONG, China: Protesters hold up a sign (R) and sheets of blank paper at the University of Hong Kong campus in 
solidarity with demonstrations in mainland China against strict COVID restrictions and demanding for greater freedoms, 
in Hong Kong.  —AFP

WASHINGTON, United States: File photo shows Stewart Rhodes, founder of the Oath Keepers, is 
seen on a screen during a House Select Committee hearing to Investigate the January 6th Attack 
on the US Capitol, in the Cannon House Office Building on Capitol Hill in Washington.  —AFP

S African parole  
for Hani’s killer  
roiled by protests 

 
PRETORIA, South Africa: The release 
from prison of the far-right killer of 
South African anti-apartheid hero Chris 
Hani hung in the balance on Wednesday, 
amid fierce bids to block the move. 

Janusz Walus, a 69-year-old immi-
grant from then-communist Poland, was 
to be released by Thursday after being 
controversially granted parole by the 
Constitutional Court. 

But the decision has ignited angry 
protests. On Tuesday, Walus was stabbed 
inside prison. On Wednesday, the South 
African Communist Party (SACP), which 
Hani used to head, said it was petitioning 
the court to go back on its ruling. 

“Yesterday we filed our documents 
with the Constitutional Court as well as 
with the High Court, and against the min-
ister of justice to oppose the release,” 
SACP Secretary-General Solly Mapaila 
told AFP. 

He later explained they were seeking 
a so-called rescission order, which would 
“reverse this decision.” The party has 
asked Justice Minister Ronald Lamola to 
halt execution of the parole order until 

the petition is heard and concluded. 
Mapaila spoke as he led hundreds of 

demonstrators in front of the Kgosi 
Mampuru II Correctional Centre in 
Pretoria where Walus is being held and 
receiving treatment following Tuesday’s 
incident. 

He was allegedly attacked by another 
inmate, according to prison authorities 
which have launched an investigation. 
Details of his injuries have not been 
released. 

The SACP, a political ally of the ruling 
African National Congress (ANC), has 
been leading rolling protests since the 
weekend. 

 
‘Struggle continues’  

Protesters, including senior ANC 
politicians, wore black T-shirts bearing 
Hani’s portrait captioned “Don’t kill Chris 
Hani again: The struggle continues”. 

Prison officials, armed with rifles and 
dogs, stood guard behind green metal 
prison gates as protesters chanted. Hani, 
a hugely popular figure and fierce oppo-
nent of the apartheid regime was the 
SACP’s general secretary and chief of 
staff of Umkhonto we Sizwe, the armed 
wing of the ANC. 

He was shot dead in the driveway of 
his house on April  10, 1993, in 
Boksburg, a suburb east of 
Johannesburg. The kil l ing almost 

plunged South Africa into a race war. 
It occurred just as negotiations to end 

apartheid were entering their final phase, 
stoking protests and rioting in black 
townships that some feared would erupt 
into civil war. 

Then-ANC president Nelson 
Mandela appeared on national televi-
sion to appeal for calm, a move that 
helped ease tensions and open the way 
to South Africa’s first multi-racial elec-

tions the following year. 
Walus was quickly arrested after the 

killing and handed the death sentence-a 
punishment that was commuted to life 
imprisonment after the death penalty was 
abolished in post-apartheid South Africa. 

His accomplice Clive Derby-Lewis, 
who supplied the gun, was released in 
2015 on medical parole after 22 years in 
jail. He died of lung cancer in 2016, 
aged 80.  —AFP

PRETORIA, South Africa: Members of the ruling African National Congress (ANC) and the 
South African Communist Party (SACP) sing and chant slogans as they picket outside the 
Kgosi Mampuru Correctional Facility in Pretoria, on 30 November 2022, against the 
release of Janusz Walus.  —AFP

Belgian city  
terrorised by  
drug violence 

 
ANTWERP, Belgium: In Belgium’s port 
city of Antwerp, residents live in fear of 
eruptions of violence between the gangs 
that control Europe’s vast cocaine trade. 
The city is the main port of entry into 
Europe for Latin American cocaine, a busi-

ness controlled by transnational cartels 
with an increasing reputation for the most 
extreme violence. 

This week investigators working off a 
database of criminal messages seized from 
a cracked communications app once 
favoured by gangs busted one major 
smuggling network. But while illicit car-
goes flow through Antwerp there will 
always be gangsters to fight over the 
spoils, in an underworld conflict that now 
spills onto the city’s residential streets. 

Steven De Winter, a 47-year-old bank 
employee from the city’s Deurne district, 

has counted three waves of violence 
since 2017, the latest starting in the 
spring of this year. A house on his resi-
dential block was targeted over two 
nights by some sort of firework-style 
explosive projectile that triggered 
bomb-like explosions in the night. 

 
Grenade blasts  

According to his account, it began at 
10:30 pm on a Friday while neighbours 
celebrated a marriage in their garden near 
the targeted house, reputedly the home of 
a person implicated in the drugs trade. “It 

was panic,” De Winter said. “It can’t go on! 
That’s enough. Our neighbourhood must 
be protected.” 

Several other districts have suffered 
similar eruptions, including the popular 
residential area of Wilrijk and even parks 
near the centre of a city of half a million 
people. In five years, the local prosecutor 
has recorded 200 incidents of drug-relat-
ed violence, threats, beatings and explo-
sive devices-including sometimes military 
grenades. 

Last year, around 90 tonnes of cocaine 
were seized in the port. Customs agents 

expect to reach 100 tonnes by the end of 
the year, and estimate they are only halt-
ing a 10th of shipments. A lot of money is 
at stake, sharpening the competition 
between gangs. 

The explosions are thought to be 
efforts to intimidate business rivals or to 
attract police attention to one group or 
place, diverting it from another. After the 
weekend of the double explosion in May, 
De Winter and his neighbours wrote to 
city hall and demanded protection. He also 
led a reporter around Deurne, his neigh-
bourhood of 14 years. —AFP 

‘We are  
Chinese  
citizens’


