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In this file photo fans of Brazil watch the live broadcast of the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football match between 
Brazil and Switzerland, at the FIFA Fan Fest in Copacabana beach, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. —AFP photos

Makeup artist Natalia Bastos (right), who creates themed makeup for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, poses in her studio 
with client Milene Cristina in Ibirite, metropolitan region of Belo Horizonte, Brazil.

In this file photo Brazilian makeup artist Natalia Bastos poses at her studio with 
a themed makeup for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 created by her in Ibirite.

Brazilian makeup artist Natalia Bastos poses at her studio with a themed 
makeup for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 created by her in Ibirite. 

Brazilian Havaianas flip-flop are displayed at a store in Sao Paulo. 

Brazilian Havaianas flip-flop are displayed at a store in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Brazilian makeup artist Natalia Bastos applies a themed makeup created by her 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 to client Milene Cristina in her studio.

A fan of Brazil has her makeup done at a booth after watching the live broad-
cast of the Qatar 2022 World Cup. 

In a yellow-and-green outfit with matching shoes, eye 
glitter and fingernails, Julia Barbosa is on her way to 
watch Brazil’s big match in a Sao Paulo bar. But she 

looks like she could be strutting her stuff on a runway 
modeling Brazil’s latest fashion trend: World Cup style. As 
the five-time champions wage their campaign to bring 
home their sixth world title, the 24-year-old marketing 
student is waging a campaign of her own. “I’m going to 
have a different look for every match,” Barbosa says 
proudly, posing for pictures in the outfit she bought for 
Brazil’s opening match against Serbia Thursday. 

Next up, she says: a bikini top and shorts in the colors 
of the flag, which have flooded streets, shop windows and 
online stores in Brazil as the football-mad nation starts its 
World Cup party. The team won its first two games and 

has qualified for the knock- out stage of the tournament. 
Some Brazilians have eschewed yellow and green in 

recent years, which were associated with outgoing 
President Jair Bolsonaro and his far-right base. But with 
the World Cup now under way and Bolsonaro on his way 
out after losing last month’s elections to leftist president-
elect Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, fans are re-embracing 
“Brazilcore,” a streetwear fashion heavy on symbols of 
national pride and the yellow, green and blue of the flag. 
Pop superstar Anitta and an army of influencers on social 
media have pushed the trend-redefining the symbolism of 
yellow and green. 

The trend “aims to reclaim pride in the national colors, 
giving all Brazilians a sense of belonging, regardless of 
their politics,” said Katia Lamarca of the European 

Design Institute (IED) in Sao Paulo.  Engineer Vivianny 
Sales, 31, was also looking sparkly in a form-fitting T-shirt 
of blue sequins. “I wanted to shine, and I want the team to 
shine too,” she told AFP. 

 
Flip-flops  

“Brazil is the country of football, and it’s important for 
fashion to be attuned to what consumers-who are also 
football fans-want,” said fashion analyst Paula Acioli. “It 
has to have the right timing, be attractive and be 
assertive.” One top Brazilian brand, flip-flop maker 
Havaianas, launched a new product line ahead of the 
World Cup celebrating “brasilidade,” or Brazilian-ness, 
with yellow-and-green sandals stamped with the iconic 
number 10 of Neymar and Pele. “Brands know the emo-

tional pull of an event of this magnitude,” said Lamarca. 
“That can translate to purchases and increase profits.” 

Rio de Janeiro brand Farm meanwhile launched a line includ-
ing sleeveless T-shirts stamped with slang and double enten-
dres, such as “Pra jogo,” which can mean both “ready to 
play” and “available.” Men have not stayed on the sidelines 
of the World Cup fashion frenzy. Shop windows and online 
stores are packed with World Cup-themed clothing for men, 
with options going way beyond the traditional national team 
jersey, and sometimes even bordering on elegant. 

Neymar and team led the way, arriving in Qatar 
wearing sleek, light-weight suits by renowned 
Brazilian designer Ricardo Almeida. Almeida said the 
trend may be here to stay-”especially if Brazil win the 
World Cup.” —AFP

Yellow the new black as World  
Cup fashion sweeps Brazil

William and Kate head  
to the US for first  
time in eight years 

 

Prince William and his wife Kate head to the 
United States this week for their first visit in 
eight years, and the popular couple’s inaugural 

trip as prince and princess of Wales. The three-day 
visit to the northeastern city of Boston culminates on 
Friday evening with a star-studded ceremony for 
William’s Earthshot Prize initiative to tackle climate 
change. The awards ceremony-described by royal 
insiders as William’s “Superbowl moment”-is now in 
its second year, and rewards five innovators with £1 
million each ($1.2 million). A host of stars are expected 
at Boston’s MGM Music Hall, including singers Billie 
Eilish and Annie Lennox, sisters Chloe x Halle, and 
actor Rami Malek. 

As last year, the British naturalist and television 
presenter David Attenborough will contribute, 
alongside the actress Cate Blanchett, who is on the 
judging panel. The trip is the most high-profile since 
40-year-old William became heir to the throne in 
September, when his father succeeded queen 
Elizabeth II to become King Charles III. The new 
monarch soon made his eldest son prince of Wales-
the traditional title of heirs apparent dating back to 
the 13th century. The last princess of Wales was 
William’s mother, Diana. 

In Boston, the couple will meet the city’s mayor, 
Michelle Wu, and tour the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Museum with the former 
president’s daughter, Caroline. Caroline Kennedy is 

currently Washington’s top envoy to Australia. Other 
engagements include discussions with local officials 
about rising sea levels in the city on the North Atlantic 
coast. 

They will also meet charities working with disad-
vantaged young people and a laboratory specializing 
in green technologies. Kate, who has three children 
aged four to nine with William and has an interest in 
early years education, will visit Harvard University’s 
Child Development Centre. 

 
No Harry or Meghan  

No meeting has been announced between Prince 
William and his estranged younger brother Harry, 38, 
who lives in California with his wife Meghan, 41, and 
their two young children. The two couples have been 
at loggerheads particularly since Harry and Meghan-
also known as the Duke and Duchess of Sussex-sen-

sationally quit the royal family in 2020. Relations 
soured further after they gave a television interview to 
Oprah Winfrey last year and accused the royal family 
of racism, prompting a public denial from William. 

The death of William and Harry’s grandmother 
failed to bring about any visible meaningful reconcili-
ation. The two couples made a frosty joint appearance 
at Windsor Castle to view floral tributes and both 
attended the queen’s state funeral. 

Unusually though for William and Kate, who are 
used to their public appearances dominating headlines 
in the UK, they may have to deal with playing second 
fiddle to Harry and Meghan in the United States. 

The Sussexes are more popular in the United 
States and on December 6 are due to receive a major 
humanitarian award from the Robert Kennedy founda-
tion in New York. Comparisons between the two cou-
ples will inevitably fuel interest in the royal soap opera 
even before the expected release next month of a 
documentary about Harry and Meghan on Netflix. 

The royal family is also bracing for the release of 
Harry’s memoirs “Spare” on January 10 in which he 
promises to lift the lid on his life in Britain’s most 
famous institution. William and Kate’s US visit will be 
seen as a more conventional approach to royal out-
reach. Among the 15 Earthshot finalists are a Kenyan 
initiative for a cleaner-burning stove and a Dutch 
invention to stop maritime plastic pollution. 

A pair of French and Spanish entrepreneurs is also 
in the running with their biodegradable seaweed 
packaging. The couple made their first official visit to 
the United States in 2011, when they met Hollywood 
A-listers in California. In 2014, they visited New York 
and Washington, in a trip that included a reception at 
the White House with the then-president Barack 
Obama and his deputy, Joe Biden. —AFP

Meghan faced death  
threats as a royal: 
Senior UK police officer 

 

The UK’s most senior police officer of color has said the 
duchess of Sussex faced “disgusting” threats to her life 
during her time in the royal family. Neil Basu said that as 

head of counter-terrorism, he had to deal with credible threats 
from far-right extremists against Meghan Markle and her hus-
band Prince Harry. His comments, in an interview with Channel 
4 News broadcast late Tuesday, appear to reinforce Harry’s 
claims about security fears. Meghan, a mixed-race former tele-
vision actor, married the younger son of King Charles III in 
2018, but they quit royal life in 2020 and moved to the United 
States. Basu, 54, who is stepping down after 30 years with 
London’s Metropolitan Police, was asked if there were genuine 
threats to Meghan’s life. “Absolutely,” he replied, calling the 
threats “disgusting and very real”. “We had teams investigating 
it. People have been prosecuted for those threats.” Harry, 38, 
took the UK government to court to force a review of a deci-
sion to pull his state-funded protection when he was back in 
the country from the United States. At the beginning of their 
relationship, Harry took the rare step of publicly criticizing the 
tone of some media coverage of Meghan. —AFP 

Meghan Markle and Prince Harry

Britain’s Prince William, Prince of Wales, (left) and his wife 
Britain’s Catherine, Princess of Wales, speak with South 
Africa’s president (not seen) at the Corinthia Hotel in London 
at the start of the president’s two-day state visit.  —AFP


