
LOS ANGELES: Luka Doncic delivered a 41-point
triple-double to power the Dallas Mavericks to a
116-113 victory over NBA champions Golden State
on Tuesday in a rematch of last season’s Western
Conference finals. Dallas’ Slovenian star added 12
rebounds and 12 assists in the victory - his 51st
career triple-double and his fifth this season. “It’s
getting boring,” joked Mavericks coach Jason Kidd.
“I mean, let’s see something different. Maybe do it
with his left hand.” The Mavs, who fell to the
Warriors in five games in last season’s conference
finals, needed every bit of the “Luka Magic.”

Although they jumped to a quick 23-6 lead, the
Warriors had cut the deficit to one point at halftime
thanks in large part to the efforts of their bench,
who outscored the Mavs reserves 43-29. Doncic
scored 13 points in the third quarter, but the Mavs
still couldn’t shake the Warriors, the lead changing
hands six times in the action-packed fourth that
ended with the Mavs snapping a four-game losing
streak. Stephen Curry scored 32 points for Golden
State, including a three-pointer over Maxi Kleber
for a 110-108 lead with 2:09 to play.

But Doncic fed Tim Hardaway for a three-pointer
and blocked a Curry attempt before teammate Josh
Green banked in a shot and the Mavericks took the
lead for good. With 10.1 seconds remaining and the
Warriors down by two points Curry was whistled
for traveling. Dorian Finney-Smith then sank a free
throw for Dallas before Golden State sharp-shooter
Klay Thompson missed a three-pointer that could
have tied it with 2.6 seconds remaining.

“I was scared, I’m not going to lie,” Doncic said.
“It’s Klay. He don’t miss many open shots. I was
happy.” Hardaway scored 22 points for the

Mavericks and Spencer Dinwiddie added 14 before
he was ejected for a flagrant foul after an elbow to
the face of Jordan Poole early in the fourth. It was a
morale-boosting performance for Hardaway, whose
struggles this season included a six-point effort in a
loss to Milwaukee on Sunday.

Randle leads Knicks
New York’s Julius Randle celebrated his 28th

birthday with a season-high 36 points as the Knicks
trounced the Pistons 140-110 in Detroit. “I’m getting
old,” Randle quipped in a post-game interview with
MSG Network after a standout performance that
included seven rebounds, five assists and a steal.
“I’ve got to cherish these games.” Quentin Grimes,
Jalen Brunson and RJ Barrett scored 16 points
apiece for the Knicks and Immanuel Quickley added
15 off the bench.

The Knicks had lost four of their previous five
contests, but stretched their winning streak against
Detroit to 11 games. The Pistons, who haven’t beat-
en the Knicks since January 2020, were led by 19
points from Isaiah Stewart, who was back in action
after missing seven games with a sprained toe.
Detroit’s Bojan Bogdanovic scored 13 in his return
from injury, but two regular Pistons starters, Cade
Cunningham and Jaden Ivey, were sidelined.

The Pistons put together a 20-9 run to take a
45-44 lead with 8:09 left in the second quarter. The
Knicks responded with a 24-8 run to take a 70-56
lead at halftime. They out-scored the Pistons 38-21
in the third, which Randle opened with three bas-
kets - one of them a dunk that Stewart took excep-
tion to, giving Randle a shove to earn a technical
foul. The Knicks led 108-77 going into the fourth

quarter, which Randle and the rest of the Knicks
starters watched from the bench.

In Portland, the Los Angeles Clippers capped the
night with a 118-112 come-from-behind victory over
the Trail Blazers. Norman Powell led the Clippers
with 32 points off the bench. Reggie Jackson added
24, playing on after taking a hard fall on his back

that left him needing help to get to the bench.
Anfernee Simons led the Blazers with 37 points and
Jerami Grant added 32 before fouling out in the
fourth quarter, when Portland, with star Damian
Lillard still sidelined by a calf strain, were unable to
halt the Clippers’ rally from an 18-point third-quar-
ter deficit. — AFP 
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Doncic delivers a 41-point triple-double

MILWAUKEE: Luka Doncic #77 of the Dallas Mavericks is fouled by Jrue Holiday #21 of the Milwaukee
Bucks during the second half of a game at Fiserv Forum on November 27, 2022. — AFP 

Kuwait 20th Fast
Chess Championship
kicks off 
KUWAIT: The 20th edition of the Fast Chess
Championship (organized by the Kuwait Chess
Association) will kick off on Friday. This is aimed at
encouraging people who are passionate about the
sport and to develop their
skills. The championship is
split into nine rounds and
will last for one day. On this
occasion, sponsor of the
competition, Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah assured his keen-
ness to hold the champi-
onship for its importance in
developing personalities
and encouraging mental
abilities towards creativity.

“The responsibility of
preparing generations that
appreciate mental sports is
for everyone, as the youth
championship will be
sponsored next year to
encourage young talents,”
he said - expressing his
passion for the sport. “We
hope for all younger gen-
erations to benefit from the
sport’s ability to activate
the mind, expand aware-
ness, gaining planning and
organization skills and developing the ability to
handle comfortably situations under pressure,” he
said. “The competition encourages planning and
strategy in decision making, as it necessitates
focusing on memory and faster reactions to
achieve victory, which is the least that I can pres-
ent to Kuwait and its youth,” he added.

For his part, international referee Khalaf Al-
Azmi, head of the arbitration committee at the
Kuwaiti Club for Mental Games, expressed his
happiness at the launch of the 20th Kuwait Fast
Chess Championship under the  sponsorship of
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, stressing
that chess is one of the mental games that receives
international and local attention.

Khalaf Al-Azmi

Sheikh Mubarak 
Al-Abdullah

Lebanon crisis means 
‘no football this year’ 
for World Cup fans
BEIRUT: Football fans looking for a respite from
Lebanon’s crushing economic crisis have found a
challenge in simply watching the World Cup after
the bankrupt state failed to pay for broadcasting
rights. “No football this year,” said Jean Bassil angri-
ly, flicking through channels on his old-fashioned tel-
evision screen.

“They have deprived me of the only fun thing
amid all this bad news,” the 58-year-old told AFP at
his small phone accessories shop in Jounieh, north of
the capital Beirut. Lebanon has been gripped by an
economic crisis that the World Bank dubbed one of
the worst in modern history. Since late 2019, the
local currency has lost more than 95 percent of its
market value, and poverty rates have climbed to
cover most of the population.

Right until the start of the World Cup on
November 20, Lebanese had hoped the matches
would be broadcast free on public network Tele
Liban, as was the case during the 2018 tournament.
But the caretaker cabinet has never approved the $5

million expense. This has left many football fans with
little choice but to watch the tournament in cafes, or
via bootleg streaming services on their phones -
though many complain Lebanon’s sluggish internet
has made this difficult.

‘All we can afford’
“After these three years, we Lebanese feel we need

this fun,” said Samer Idriss, an 18-year-old student, at
a cafe-restaurant in Dekwaneh, east of Beirut. The
flags of teams such as Brazil, Argentina and Germany
dot the streets of towns and cities across Lebanon.
But amid the country’s overall gloomy outlook, even
the usual football fever seems somewhat toned down.
“We try to have fun... as much as our economic situa-
tion allows,” said Idriss, wearing a Brazil jersey and
brandishing the South American country’s flag.

Lebanon’s economic meltdown came in tandem
with the coronavirus pandemic and a devastating
explosion at the Beirut port in 2020 that killed more
than 200 people and ravaged swathes of the capital.
The struggling state is now unable to deliver more
than an hour or two of mains electricity a day, and the
cost of a full tank of petrol now far exceeds the mini-
mum monthly wage.

Idriss said he paid 250,000 Lebanese pounds
(around six dollars) to watch a recent World Cup
game, but some venues may ask for up to double that
amount. Others crowd pavements around informal

streetside cafes whose generator-powered televisions
light up roads plunged into darkness. “We’re watch-
ing at a cafe... It’s all we can afford,” said Zein
Nasreddine, who works for a security company, at a
venue in Beirut’s southern suburbs. —AFP 

ES SABTIYE: Lebanese women smoke nargileh (water
pipe) and watch a streaming broadcast of the FIFA
World Cup 2022 group G soccer match between Brazil
and Switzerland, at a cafe-restaurant in the area of
Sabtiyeh, north of Beirut. —AFP 

Brazil’s World Cup 
bid built on solid 
foundations 
DOHA: Brazil might be fretting about the state of
Neymar’s ankle, but if a successful World Cup cam-
paign is built on a solid defense then the founda-
tions are there for Tite’s side to win the title in
Qatar. Two games into Brazil’s bid to win a record
sixth World Cup, the Selecao have not conceded a
goal and have not even given away a shot on target
in victories over Serbia and Switzerland that saw
them clinch qualification for the last 16 with a group
game to spare.

It is early days, and Brazil always tend to start
strongly at the tournament - they are now unbeaten
in a record 17 matches in the World Cup group
stage - but the signs for Tite are good and there is
no need to be overly reliant on Neymar. A team with
Liverpool’s Alisson Becker in goal, Thiago Silva and

Marquinhos in central defence, and Casemiro
anchoring the midfield looks capable of withstand-
ing whatever the other main contenders throw at
them, even if that is likely to be a lot more than what
the Swiss offered on Monday.

Tite admitted that Brazil missed Neymar in that
game, with the Paris Saint-Germain superstar still
recovering from a sprained ankle suffered in the
opening 2-0 win over Serbia. Yet their defensive
displays so far have been in keeping with their for-
midable record during an unbeaten South American
qualifying campaign in which they kept 13 clean
sheets and let in only five goals in 17 matches.

That is one reason why Manchester United
midfielder Casemiro, who scored the late winner
against Switzerland, believes Brazil are a stronger
side than four years ago. They never really fired at
the 2018 World Cup in Russia and went out in the
quarter-finals to Belgium. “Four years have gone
by, there are new players and we have a wider
range of options,” he said after Monday’s match.
“The defenders are more experienced. That is
another match with a clean sheet, and it’s not just
about Alisson or the back four - it starts from

Richarlison up front.”

Perfect understanding
Having a strong defence is key - the six goals

France let in four years ago was the most conceded
by a World Cup winner since Italy in 1982. Spain let
in just two goals in seven games during their victori-
ous campaign in 2010, just like Italy in 2006 and
France in 1998. Casemiro is so central to maintaining
balance in a Brazil team overloaded with outstanding
attackers - even without Neymar - that Liverpool
star Fabinho is not a regular in Tite’s line-up.

Neymar himself took to Twitter after the
Switzerland game to hail Casemiro as having been
“the best midfielder in the world for a long time”. “I
don’t usually comment on other peoples’ opinions,”
said Tite. “But this time I will allow myself to say
that I agree with Neymar.” Behind him the pairing
of Thiago Silva, stil l  going strong at 38, and
Marquinhos may be even more important. The duo
were teammates at PSG for seven years before Silva
left for Chelsea in 2020, but Marquinhos was hardly
used at the 2018 World Cup when Joao Miranda
was preferred to him.  —AFP 

Senegal stars ‘shone’ 
in Mane’s absence
DOHA: Senegal captain Kalidou Koulibaly said on
Tuesday he never gave up hope of reaching the
World Cup knockouts when star striker Sadio Mane
was ruled out, even if most of the world doubted
them. Koulibaly’s second-half goal was the differ-
ence as Senegal beat Ecuador 2-1 to book a spot in
the last 16 for only the second time in their history.

The Chelsea defender was named man-of-the-
match and dedicated the win to Mane, who was
forced out of the tournament with a knee injury
picked up with club side Bayern Munich. “When
it came to his injury, I think two thirds of the
world probably doubted we would be able to
qualify,” Koulibaly told the post-match press
conference. “The only ones who thought we
could still qualify were the African people and the
Senegalese people.”

Koulibaly, whose goal was his first in 67 appear-
ances for Senegal, revealed his side had been
inspired from a pre-game message from Mane. “He
sent us a message before the game. Even though he

is not here (in Qatar), he is with us.” The 31-year-
old defender said he needed to take a leading role
when news of the former Liverpool striker’s injury
was confirmed. “I couldn’t believe it when I heard
about his injury. I knew there would be a lot more
pressure, but we are a team,” he said.

“Yes, Sadio is a star - he is a symbol of the
Senegalese football team - but there are 11 players
on a football field. “This is their time to shine”.
Manager Aliou Cisse said during the week that
Mane was “here with us” and regularly contacted
several members of the squad. Normally cool and
calm, manager Cisse showed rare emotion after
Koulibaly’s winner, screaming with delight on the
touchline. “Yes, it was something that was very
important for us. It was a goal that sealed our spot
in the Round of 16.

“It was exhilarating. Football is an emotional
game... football is a beautiful game.” Like Koulibaly,
Cisse dedicated the win to Senegalese midfielder
Papa Bouba Diop, who died two years aged just 42,
but added “we could also dedicate this victory to
lots of other people”. Diop scored the only goal as
they stunned then world champions France 1-0 at
the 2002 World Cup on their way to a quarter-final
appearance, which remains the furthest an African
team has progressed at a World Cup. —AFP 

DOHA: Senegal’s defender #03 Kalidou Koulibaly (right) celebrates scoring his team’s second goal during the
Qatar 2022 World Cup Group A football match between Ecuador and Senegal on November 29, 2022. —AFP 


