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Travelers explore Kuwait’s  
culture, cuisine, traditions

China signals zero-COVID 
relaxation after protests3 Sudan’s Rastas fearing new 

crackdown, vow to fight on13 Belgium crash out of World 
Cup after draw with Croatia165

News in brief

European Parliament panel votes 
to lift Schengen visas for Kuwaitis

Committee chief: Visa waiver to boost EU-Kuwait cooperation

100 births free of HIV 
 
KUWAIT: Director of Jahra Hospital Dr Jamal 
Al-Duaij announced 100 babies born to moth-
ers infected with HIV were successfully super-
vised, without the virus being transmitted to 
any of these children. “This accomplishment has 
been made possible thanks to Allah and the 
medical team at the hospital headed by Dr 
Osama Al-Baqsami and Dr Al-Munther Al-
Hasawi,” Duaij added.

Hearing to appoint US envoy 
 
KUWAIT: On Dec 7, the US Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee will hold a hearing regard-
ing the appointment of Karen Sasahara as US 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
to Kuwait to answer questions from US law-
makers before the vote on her appointment to 
the post. Diplomatic sources told Kuwait Times 
Sasahara is scheduled to arrive in January after 
the completion of the voting.

Harissa, Rai get heritage status 
 
TUNIS/ALGIERS: UNESCO on Thursday 
added Tunisia’s spicy national condiment haris-
sa to its list of intangible cultural heritage, say-
ing it was part of the North African country’s 
identity. Harissa is a paste made with sun-dried 
hot peppers, freshly prepared spices and olive 
oil. Raucous, expressive and revolutionary, 
Algeria’s Rai music also took its place on the 
UN list. Rai confronts social taboos and deals 
with themes such as love, freedom, despair and 
the struggle against social pressures. —AFP 

Tareq Al-Bannai

NEW YORK: Kuwait has questioned the interna-
tional community for “allowing the (Zionist) occu-
pation carry out systematic criminal violations 
without being held accountable or punished, as if it 
is above the law”. “For how long UN member coun-
tries will continue to deal with the just Palestinian 

cause with double standards? And for how long this 
silence will continue to deprive the Palestinian peo-
ple of their legitimate rights, as if the rights of the 
Palestinian people are exempted from international 
laws?” Tareq Al-Bannai, Kuwait’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN, told a General Assembly 
session on the Palestinian issue. 

Decades have passed, he added, and these ques-
tions have not been answered, “and the inability of 
the international community to address the 
Palestinian cause and its inability to hold (the 
Zionist entity), the occupying force, accountable, is 
the biggest failure in the UN’s history in general and  

Continued on Page 6 

Kuwait slams inaction 
on Zionist entity’s 
criminal violations

KUWAIT: Teachers and students of Balat Al-Shuhada School pose at the airport before departing for Doha on 
Dec 1, 2022. — KUNA 

JENIN: Zionist forces shot dead two Palestinians on 
Thursday during an arrest raid that sparked gun bat-
tles in a West Bank stronghold of hardline factions, 
said Palestinian officials and the Zionist army. 
Muhammad Ayman Al-Saadi, 26, and Naim Jamal 

Zubaidi, 27, were “killed by the (Zionist) occupation 
bullets at dawn today during its aggression on Jenin 
camp,” a Palestinian health ministry statement said. 

Deadly violence has surged in the territory since 
March, when the Zionist entity launched near daily 
raids. Palestinian sources familiar with Islamic Jihad 
who requested anonymity confirmed Saadi was a 
member of the group. Zubaidi belonged to a promi-
nent Jenin family whose relatives have been targeted 
by Zionist forces. Jenin is a stronghold of militant 
factions in the West Bank, a territory occupied by 
the Zionist entity since the Six-Day War of 1967. 

Islamic Jihad has a large presence in the West Bank, 

but also in the Zionist-blockaded Gaza Strip, where in 
August the Zionist entity carried out a three-day “pre-
emptive operation” it said was necessary to thwart 
planned Islamic Jihad attacks inside the Zionist entity.  
Following Thursday’s raid, Islamic Jihad warned the 
Zionist entity “will pay dearly”, and it praised those 
killed in Jenin. 

The group also fired three rockets that landed in 
the Mediterranean Sea on Thursday, security sources 
in Gaza told AFP. Palestinian prime minister 
Mohammad Shtayyeh condemned the latest Zionist 
raid and called for “urgent” action to ease spiraling 
tensions in the West Bank. — AFP 

Zionists kill 2 
Palestinians in 
West Bank raid

KUWAIT: A large group from Balat Al-Shuhada 
School, comprising of 30 teachers and 100 students, 
headed on Thursday to the Qatari capital Doha, in 
response to an invitation from Amir of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani. This invitation is a 
result of an initiative taken by the school to cele-
brate the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, as Qatar is 
the first Arab country to host the World Cup, 
embodying Gulf unity. — KUNA 

Ecstatic students 
from Kuwait off to 
Qatar World Cup 

DOHA: Morocco’s players celebrate after winning the Qatar 2022 World Cup match against Canada at the Al-
Thumama Stadium on Dec 1, 2022. — AFP (See Page 16)

BRUSSELS: The European Parliament’s committee 
on civil liberty, justice and interior affairs Thursday 
voted in favor of lifting the Schengen visa require-
ment for Kuwait, but under a condition. “In the case 
of Kuwait, MEPs support visa freedom on condition 
of a moratorium on the application of the death 
penalty, which should be in place before visa free-
dom is implemented through bilateral negotiations,” 
said the amended text, which was approved by 42 
votes in favor, 16 against and 0 abstaining. The com-
mittee also approved proposals for visa-free travel 
for up to 90 days for Qatar, Oman and Ecuador. 

The Chair of the European Parliament’s commit-
tee on civil liberty, justice and interior affairs Juan 
Fernando Lopez Aguilar said the Schengen visa-
waiver for Kuwait is a good step which will con-
tribute to mutual cooperation and understanding. “It 
will help to boost mutual cooperation and under-
standing in many ways and not only tourism, but 
business and academic exchange of scholars,” he 
told KUNA in an interview after the vote on visa-
free travel for Kuwait and Qatar.  

“So it is a very good step. A very positive signal. 
We are trying to be cooperative. We are trying to be 
positive. The European Parliament has negotiated 
real hard and we have endorsed the exemption of 
visa requirement for Kuwaiti citizens, hoping it will 
help mutual understanding and cooperation,” said 
the Spanish MEP. “I am a strong advocate for the 

visa-waiver or the visa exemption. Why? Because it 
favors exchange and favors mutual knowledge. It 
favors cooperation. It is also beneficial for citizens of 
EU who are willing to travel abroad. The visa waiver 
is not only a benefit for Kuwaiti citizens, but also for 
European citizens travelling to Kuwait,” said the for-
mer justice minister of Spain.  

He noted the European Commission took the ini-
tiative to waive the visa requirement for Kuwait and 
Qatar, and have now added Oman and Ecuador to 
the list. “We have worked hard to pass the proposal 
which favors the enlargement of the visa waiver. It 
wasn’t easy. Let us say it clearly. Executions and 
death penalty in Kuwait have been a major blow to 
the process,” said Lopez Aguilar, who has been an 
MEP since 2009 for the Socialist group in the EP. 
“That is why there has been an amendment on 
Kuwait that it has to self-impose a moratorium on 
death penalties,” he said.  

Commenting on the next steps, Lopez Aguilar 
said the proposals have to be agreed by the Council 
of the European Union. He opined that normally 
when the competent committee, the lawmaking 
committee, has shown a wide majority to endorse 
the visa waiver, it will be supported in the full 
European Parliament if there is a vote. “But it is 
important that the process is completed with the 
Council, because it takes two in European decision  
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Atlas Lions roar into World Cup last 16
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By Majd Othman  
 
KUWAIT: A local study surveyed the percentage 
of awareness on ways of disposing of electronic 
waste in Kuwait, revealing 32.7 percent of people 
were keen to sort their electronic waste. It also 
showed the percentage of awareness and knowl-
edge among people of the appropriate ways to dis-
pose and recycle mobile phones was only 10 per-
cent, according to Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for 
Environmental Training at Kuwait Environmental 
Protection Society. 

Nawaf Al-Muwail, 
Supervisor of Training 
Programs at Sabah Al-
Ahmad Center, told Kuwait 
Times that this survey aims 
to measure consumer 
awareness among the pub-
lic, in addition to measuring 
knowledge of electronic 
waste disposal. He pointed 
out 10 separate questions 
were asked in both Arabic 
and English to 104 participants about methods of 
disposing electronic waste. 

“The results showed that regarding ways of dis-
posing electronic waste, 32.7 percent of partici-
pants sort their devices separately, while a few 
respondents answered they store them at home or 
break them and throw them in the garbage. 
Meanwhile, the study showed most participants 
expressed their desire to learn about the safest 
ways to get rid of electronic waste and the impor-
tance of correcting their knowledge of disposing 
damaged devices and electronics,” Muwail said. 

Muwail said the study showed the electronic 
waste people would like to get rid of are wires, 
batteries, chargers, old mobile phones, computers, 
laptops and their accessories, CDs and computer 
flash drives. A high percentage of respondents 
answered they strongly agreed to participate in e-
waste collection campaigns, if such campaigns are 
available,” he said. 

Regarding respondents’ trust in specialized com-
panies that recycle electronic devices, he pointed 
out that the trust level was low for them, which 
means participants need to increase their confi-
dence in companies that recycle electronic 
waste.”Meanwhile, when we asked them about their 
knowledge of the fate of waste in Kuwait, the 
answer “I do not know” was the most selected, 
which indicates a lack of awareness among con-
sumers regarding waste, which will result in mis-
management of consumption and large production 
of waste of all kinds,” Muwail said. 

“Forty percent of respondents said they do peri-

odic sorting at home and donate electronic items 
they don’t need; 9.6 percent said that they throw 
the items they don’t need, while 0.8 percent said 
they don’t throw them,” he said. Muwail pointed out 
respondents stressed the importance of collection 
points for electronic waste in cooperative societies 
and residential areas, in addition to intensification of 
awareness campaigns regarding the methods of 
getting rid of electronic waste. 

“They also suggested adding this service to 
waste transport services at the Municipality and 
raising awareness about it, and providing larger 
containers for electronics and other categories in 
residential areas. They also emphasized on the 
awareness of the problem and its solutions through 
seminars in schools to increase awareness among 
students and including this information in educa-
tional curricula,” Muwail added. 

Nawaf Al-Muwail

Survey ‘on ways of disposing  
of electronic waste’ in Kuwait 

Open-door  
policy to listen  
to suggestions 

 
KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs Mai Al-
Baghli affirmed her keenness on an open-
door policy to listen to suggestions by citi-
zens and address all complaints they submit 
in accordance with legal frameworks. During 
a reception, Baghli stressed the need to 
achieve transparency and justice among all 
without discrimination, and meet the 
demands of citizens by giving them all their 
legal rights. 

In meetings attended by the acting under-
secretary and assistant undersecretaries of 
the ministry, she called for handling com-
plaints submitted by citizens, in addition to 
receiving grievances from employees in all 
sectors. She also stressed the need to facili-
tate all procedures for complaints, implement 
all legal demands of employees aggrieved 
against some decisions, and provide them 
with fairness in order to achieve an attractive 
work environment that is reflected in the 
services provided by the ministry.  

Baghli’s reception of citizens and employ-
ees every week comes as a continuation of 
the government’s approach to implement an 
open-door policy in government agencies 
and in implementation of the wise leader-
ship’s directives in this regard.
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Kuwait’s PAAAFR vows 
to attain food security

Environment Public Authority installs reverse vending machines
KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s  Publ ic Authority for
Agriculture Affairs  and Fish Resources
(PAAAFR) will do everything possible to attain
food security in line with guidelines by the gov-
ernment and Kuwait Vision 2035 development
strategy. The PAAAFR assurance was declared
by the acting director general , Mishal Al-
Graifah, in a statement to KUNA, on Thursday. 

As to locally-produced poultry products, he
affirmed that “the eggs’ self-sufficiency has
been achieved,” noting that regular production
has been “abundantly restored” due to subsi-
dies’ allocations. The authority, namely the live-

stock division, is “working on many poultry
projects” aimed at enhancing the production. As
to fisheries, he said the fish resources have been
growing, with sufficiency estimated at 25 per-
cent, in addition to 50 percent in the shrimps’
category. 

EPA installs RVMs 
In another development, the Environment

Public Authority (EPA), in coordination with the
Environment Protection Fund, has installed
reverse vending machines (RVMs) at some loca-
tions to reward advocates of waste sorting and

recycling. The machine gives points for inserting
wasted containers; replaceable with purchase
coupons. The machine does not take papers;
only glass, plastic or metallic containers. One of
the machines has been placed at the EPA head-
quarters, another at Al-Jahra reserve and the
third at the premises of Kuwait Oil Company.
The plan is to install many of them at coopera-
tive stores and at various points in the country. 

Controlling inflation
Meanwhile, Finance Minister Abdulwahab

Al-Rushaid said that the Central Bank said

inflation rates in Kuwait are a result of foreign
markets and global prices of imported goods,
adding the Central Bank does not have the abil-
ity to completely control local inflation rates.
“The inflation rate in April reached 4.71 percent
and declined in September to 3.10 percent.
These rates are considered moderate in com-
parison with global rates,” Rushaid said. “The
surplus in trade balance of Kuwait increased
between 2020 and 2021 from KD 3,781 million
to KD 9,424 million, equivalent to about 149
percent, driven by the rise in oil prices,” he
explained. — Agencies 

Kuwait’s Foreign
Minister meets Saudi
counterpart 
RIYADH: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah met in Riyadh on
Wednesday his counterpart Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al-Saud of Saudi Arabia, during his bilat-
eral visit since assuming office. Sheikh Salem con-
veyed the greetings of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His

Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah to Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud and to Crown Prince and
Prime Minister Prince Mohammad bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud. 

These greetings also extended to the political
leadership, government and people of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. During the meeting, the
visions of the wise leaderships of both countries
and the political strategic depth of the two broth-
erly countries were emphasized. The officials also
highlighted the status of the two countries in the
areas of the economy, human development, poli-

tics and security integration, based on the unity of
destiny and common history. 

They emphasised their efforts to strengthen
unified positions in facing challenges on the
regional and international fronts. The two sides
also discussed historical bilateral relations that
bind them, reviewing aspects of the close cooper-
ation existing between them in various fields,
alongside efforts to enhance this partnership and
integration at all levels. The two sides agreed to
convene the second meeting of the Kuwaiti-Saudi
Coordination Council, which will be hosted by
Kuwait during the first quarter of 2023. The meet-
ing also discussed the latest developments on the
regional and international arenas, and issues of

common interest. 
Also, Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem

Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Thursday visited
Kuwait embassy in the Saudi capital Riyadh, on
the sidelines of his official visit to the Kingdom.
He was received by Kuwait Ambassador to
Riyadh, Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and
met with embassy members, heads of affiliated
technical offices, and officials in charge. In a
speech he delivered upon the visit, he praised the
distinguished efforts made by members of the
diplomatic mission, and wished them success. He
urged them to continue their efforts to raise the
status of the State of Kuwait, safeguard its inter-
ests, and care for its citizens. — KUNA 

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Thursday visited Kuwait
Embassy in the Saudi capital Riyadh. — KUNA photos 

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah holds talks with Prince Faisal
bin Farhan Al-Saud of Saudi Arabia, during his bilateral visit. 

Tourists explore
Kuwait’s culture,
cuisine, traditions 
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: With billions of tourists traveling to
international destinations every year, tourism has
become a leading sector. The World Cup has boost-
ed the global recognition of both Qatar and the
wider GCC region as touristic destinations.
Hundreds of tourists have visited Kuwait recently to
explore the culture, cuisine and traditions of the
country. “We were coming to Qatar to see the FIFA
World Cup, so we thought it would be a great
opportunity to explore other countries in the Gulf -
and we found a great surprise in Kuwait. It is not a
big country, but the generosity of its people com-
pensates for everything,” Argentinian Ale Salvino
told Kuwait Times.

The full-time traveler visited Kuwait with his
Lithuanian wife Kristina, roaming the country to
explore it. “Jaber Causeway with a panoramic view
of the city was the most scenic. It is worth men-
tioning that the efficiency at the airport was
remarkable. It took us less than 10 minutes to get
our visas on arrival and we got out really quickly.

As tourists and world travelers, this is extremely
important,” he said.

Ale, who started traveling when he was 18, has
been to 87 countries, while Kristina, a pastry chef,
has been to 52. Both travelers are YouTubers, doc-
umenting their journeys on the road to all 197
countries in the world. Kristina went on her first
trip when she was a teenager, on a school trip to
Latvia. After that, she focused on saving money for
future trips.

Kristina is passionate about pastries, which is
why she was fascinated by the traditional flatbread,
which was their favorite food here. “Generally, we
love a lot of dips/sauces with bread and anywhere
we can find something similar is a great moment for
us. The basmati rice that you prepare with spices is
also tasty. In general, we do not like sugar in tea, but
in Kuwait, this was impossible, as the tea is fairly
strong, so sugar is actually needed, and now we
understand why people add it,” he added.

Ale and Kristina explored the country and the
people. “We found a lot of mixed nationalities in
Kuwait. So our experience was also mixed. Most
people we met were super friendly and hospitable,
and we felt very comfortable. We had a great time
and we hope we can come back and explore much
more in the coming years.”

German traveler Dustin Scholz, who has visited
43 countries, was attracted to the architectural
design of the Grand Mosque. “I had an interesting
tour and learned a lot about the architecture and
the interior design of the mosque,” he said. Scholz
expressed to Kuwait Times his eagerness to explore
Kuwait more to know more about its history, noting
“Kuwait is a small country, but unfortunately I was
able only to see the city. There are many historical
places and museums where you can learn something
about the culture,” he said.

As a pescatarian, Scholz felt blessed to eat deli-
cious fish meals in Kuwait. “Sometimes it can be
hard to find something without meat. But fish with
rice is very delicious and you can also find a lot of
Indian and vegetarian food here in Kuwait. The
Kuwaiti people are the most helpful people I met on
my trip. I was picked up and dropped off at the air-
port for free. They were also guiding me to the best
places and museums and invited me to dinner. I am
very grateful for that,” he said.Kristina in Mubarkiya Market

Ale in front of Kuwait TowersDustin in front of Kuwait Towers

Kuwait plants 200 
mangrove seedlings 
KUWAIT: UAE embassy has given Kuwait 200
mangrove seedlings to be planted at Al-Jahra
reserve. Environment Public Authority (EPA) on
Thursday organized a ceremony, attended by diplo-
mats and representatives of international agencies,
for planting the seedlings. EPA’s deputy director
general Dr Abdullah Al-Zaidan said in a press
release that the UAE embassy gifted the small
plants for planting at the natural reserve and con-
tributing to the greening efforts at the national level. 

UAE Ambassador Matar Al-Neyadi said in a
statement that the UAE presented the small plants to
Kuwait after it had successfully planted mangroves

across 65 square kms of lands throughout the sea-
side regions. For his part, the UN secretary general
resident coordinator, Tareq El-Sheikh, said the ini-
tiative affirms Kuwait’s commitment to do everything
possible to cope with climatic changes. —KUNA

CCET conducts training
courses for teachers
KUWAIT: The Center for Child Evaluation and Teaching (CCET)
held two training courses for teachers of the education ministry
and a third course for the women’s program associated with it.
The courses, which lasted for five days, included the recognition
of the center, presenting information about obstacles of educa-
tion, individual plans, and teaching techniques as well as sound
management and information about psychological diagnosis as
trainers attended daytime classes. As for the training course for
teachers, night programs for three days were held aimed at devel-
oping the duties and grooming new teachers. The courses were
presented in cooperation with units in the CCET and training unit,
diagnosis unit and social and psychological services units.



NUKS-US: We are
the sole legitimate
representative 
KUWAIT: In its first statement after student elec-
tions amid reports about abuses and fraud, the
National Union of Kuwaiti Students, United States
branch, stressed it is an administrative body elected
by fair elections, announcing it will assume the

duties of the administrative body until the executive
body meets its requirements to preserve electoral
integrity and commitment to democratic and consti-
tutional rules.

The union affirmed that it is the only legitimate
body representing all male and female students in
the United States with all their lists, and that it will
take the necessary legal measures to defend the
rights of Kuwaiti students in the US. “We are issu-
ing this statement to clarify the details regarding the
systematic methods by the executive body to elect
falsely and violate the will of students, which was,
with great regret, the public forgery of the testimo-
ny of all the competing lists and the executive body
of the elections,” the NUKS statement said.

“It is unacceptable to continue with a fraudulent

electoral process... It is also unacceptable to justi-
fy that fraud was confined to the Girls’ Fund
(Committee 7) only as announced, as it may have
been accompanied by the possibility of similar
fraud in the rest of the boxes,” the statement clari-
fied. “We are launching legal procedures to hold
the members of the executive committee delega-
tion involved in the forgery process accountable.
This is the least we can do in defense of the rights
of our student brothers and sisters,” the statement
included.

In conclusion, the statement affirmed: “We are
taking these democratic steps in order to preserve
the sovereignty and will of students, as the events
of the 2022 elections place on us a democratic
responsibility.”
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News in brief

OPEC basket price down 

VIENNA: The price of OPEC basket of crudes
went down 29 cents to $83.13 per barrel (pb) on
Wednesday, from $83.42 pb Tuesday, the OPEC
Secretariat said on Thursday. The organization’s
bulletin added that the overall annual average of
the cartel was $69.89 pb. The OPEC+ coalition
decided on October 5 to decrease the rates of oil
production by two million barrels on a daily
basis, starting this November. The coalition’s oil
ministers said the decision was due to uncertain-
ty over the global economic outlook and the oil
market. In its recent periodic report, OPEC
expected an increase in global demand for oil by
2.7 million barrels per day (bpd) to 103 million
bpd next year, compared to 100.3 million bpd
this year. Meanwhile, Kuwait crude oil dropped
97 cents during Wednesday’s trading sessions to
reach $83.78 per barrel compared with $84.75
pb the day before, Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) said Thursday. Brent futures
rose $2.40 to $85.43 pb and West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) gained $2.35 to $80.55 pb. 

Saudi seals ship deal 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has signed a deal with a
Spanish company to manufacture combat sea ves-
sels. The official Saudi Press Agency (SPA) said in
a report on Thursday that a memo was signed by
the assistant minister of defense, Dr Khaled bin
Hussein Al-Bayari, and Board Chairman of the
Spanish Navantia Company to acquire and build a
number of multi-mission ships for the Royal Saudi
Naval Forces (RSNF). It was also co-signed by the
General Authority for Military Industries (GAMI).
The deal, inked in the presence of Minister of
Defense Prince Khalid bin Salman and Spain’s
Minister of Industry, Trade and Tourism Maria
Reyes Maroto, is designed to raise the level of
readiness of the RSNF to enhance maritime securi-
ty in the Gulf, protect the vital and strategic inter-
ests of Saudi Arabia, and support the operational
and tactical goals of the Ministry of Defense. The
agreement stipulated that the Spanish company
would localize up to 100 percent of naval ship-
building, integration of combat systems, and ship
maintenance, in line with the Kingdom’s objectives
and Vision 2030. — From KUNA

KFF trains 20 firefighters 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Force
(KFF) has organized a course to
train 20 firefighters for a period
of two weeks with the attendance
of head of the human resources
department Mohammed Abdullah.
The KFF brought international
trainers to train servicemen from
the prevention department and
the training department on how
to deal with road accidents and
saving injured people. The latest
rescue technologies were used
through the application of real
life scenarios in order to prepare
them.

KU organizes 
exhibition, celebrate
Disabled Day
KUWAIT: The Deanship of Student Affairs (repre-
sented by the Department of Cultural and Artistic
Activities ‘UNESCO Club’) organized a student talent
exhibition as they celebrated the International Day of
the Disabled, under the presence of the Acting Dean
of Student Affairs, Dr Muhammad Al-Dhafiri on
Wednesday in the College of Administrative Sciences
in Sabah Al-Salem City campus. 

The exhibition was attended by directors, mem-
bers of the faculty, academics, and students. The
exhibition was held under the supervision of
UNESCO Club Supervisor Abrar Al-Kandari.
“Organizing such activities and events is important
for students. Kuwait University is always keen to
organize various useful and effective awareness
programs that help students to develop their vari-
ous talents,” Dr Al-Dhafiri said.

“Caring for people with disabilities is very
important. The Deanship of Student Affairs and the

Department of Cultural and Artistic Activities both
have a department specialized for people with dis-
abilities under the Social Welfare Department,
which organizes various events for them. The cultur-
al and awareness aspect is important for the stu-
dents,” he stressed.
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TOKYO: Chinese residents in Japan and supporters stage a rally to protest against China’s Zero Corona policy and the dictatorial rule of the Chinese Communist Party in Tokyo on November 30, 2022.  —AFP

BEIJING: China’s top COVID official and multiple 
cities have signalled a possible relaxing of the coun-
try’s strict zero-tolerance approach to the virus, after 
nationwide protests calling for an end to lockdowns 
and greater political freedom. 

Anger over China’s zero-COVID policy — which 
involves mass lockdowns, constant testing and quaran-
tines even for people who are not infected — has 
sparked protests in major cities, including Beijing, 
Shanghai and Guangzhou. 

But while authorities have called for a “crackdown” 
in the wake of the demonstrations, they have also 
begun hinting that a relaxation of the hardline virus 
strategy could be in the works. 

Speaking at the National Health Commission 
Wednesday, Vice Premier Sun Chunlan said the 
Omicron variant was weakening and vaccination rates 
were improving, according to the state-run Xinhua 
news agency. Sun — a central figure behind Beijing’s 
pandemic response — said this “new situation” 
required “new tasks”. 

She made no mention of the zero-COVID policy in 
her latest remarks, suggesting an approach that has 
disrupted the economy and daily life might soon be 
relaxed. 

The comments came as the Chinese capital said it 
would scale back daily testing requirements — a 

tedious mainstay of life under zero-COVID. 
The elderly, those who work from home, students 

and teachers in online education and others who do 
not leave home frequently are now exempt from daily 
tests, Xu Hejian, a spokesman for the Beijing Municipal 
Government, said Wednesday. 

Beijing residents still require a negative COVID test 
taken within 48 hours to enter public places such as 
cafes, restaurants and shopping malls, however. 

And a report by the state-owned Southern 
Metropolis Daily Thursday said that local officials in 
Beijing and Guangzhou were planning to allow some 
positive COVID cases to quarantine at home instead of 
at state-run facilities. 

The report was later deleted, and AFP requests for 
confirmation from local authorities in those cities went 
unanswered. 

 
 ‘Living with COVID’ 

Southern manufacturing-hub Guangzhou — the site 
of dramatic Tuesday night clashes between police and 
protesters — also announced an end to daily mass 
testing for those who do not need to leave home fre-
quently, including the elderly and infants. 

On Thursday, Haizhu district, where recent protests 
took place, went a step further, saying only those in 
certain sectors including medical staff, pharmacists, 

sanitary and delivery workers require daily tests. 
Officials the previous day also partially lifted a 

weeks-long lockdown, despite seeing record virus 
cases, easing restrictions to varying degrees in all of its 
11 districts, including Haizhu. 

The central city of Chongqing also said Wednesday 
that close contacts of COVID cases who met certain 
conditions would be allowed to quarantine at home — 
a departure from rules that required them to be sent to 
central isolation facilities. 

Sun’s remarks — as well as relaxations of rules by 
local authorities — “could signal that China is begin-
ning to consider the end of its stringent zero-COVID 
policy,” ANZ Research analysts said. 

“We believe that Chinese authorities are shifting to 
a ‘living with COVID’ stance, as reflected in new rules 
that allow people to do ‘home isolation’ instead of 
being ferried away to quarantine facilities.” 

The country reported 35,800 domestic COVID 
cases on Thursday, most of them asymptomatic. 

 
‘Sign of weakness’ 

As China reaches the third anniversary of the pan-
demic first being detected in the central city of Wuhan, 
its hardline approach to the virus has stoked unrest not 
seen since the 1989 pro-democracy protests. 

A deadly fire last week in Urumqi, the capital of the 

northwestern region of Xinjiang, was the catalyst for 
the outrage, with people blaming COVID curbs for 
trapping victims inside the burning building. 

But demonstrators have also demanded wider polit-
ical reforms, with some even calling for President Xi 
Jinping to stand down. 

China’s strict control of information and continued 
travel curbs have made verifying protester numbers 
across the vast country very challenging. 

However, the widespread rallies seen over the 
weekend are exceptionally rare in China. 

The 1989 pro-democracy protests ended in blood-
shed when the military moved in, most famously in 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square and surrounding areas. 

The death on Wednesday of former Chinese leader 
Jiang Zemin — who came to power just after 
Tiananmen — saw the ruling Communist Party empha-
sise his role in that crackdown. 

Asked about the protests in an interview with NBC 
News, United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said that people in every country should be able to 
“make known their frustration” through peaceful 
protests. 

“In any country where we see that happening and 
then we see the government take massive repressive 
action to stop it, that’s not a sign of strength, that’s a 
sign of weakness,” he said. —AFP

China signals zero-COVID relaxation
Beijing residents still require negative COVID test to enter public places

Bill Clinton  
tests positive  
for COVID 

 
WASHINGTON: Former 
US president Bill Clinton 
said Wednesday he has 
tested positive for COVID-
19 but that his symptoms 
were mild and he encour-
aged people to get vacci-
nated. It is the latest health 
scare for the 76-year-old, 
who was briefly hospital-
ized last year and has 
undergone several opera-
tions since 2004. 

“I’m doing fine overall 
and keeping myself busy at home. I’m grateful to be 
vaccinated and boosted, which has kept my case mild, 
and I urge everyone to do the same, especially as we 
move into the winter months,” Clinton wrote on Twitter. 

In October 2021 Clinton spent five nights in a hos-
pital in California for a blood infection, before walking 
out arm in arm with his wife, former secretary of state 
Hillary Clinton. In 2004, at age 58, he underwent a 
quadruple bypass operation after doctors found signs 
of extensive heart disease. 

Six years later he had stents implanted in his coro-
nary artery. This prompted him to adopt a vegetarian 
diet and to speak out publicly about how his change in 
food consumption helped him get healthier. 

“Maybe if I had... not eaten so many hamburgers 
and steaks, which I love, maybe if I had, you know, had 
slightly less stress in my life... maybe it would have 
been different,” Clinton told ABC News in 2004 after 
his successful heart surgery. 

Clinton led the United States for two presidential 
terms, from 1993-2001. In the two decades since leav-
ing the White House he has thrown himself into 
numerous humanitarian and diplomatic causes. 

He traveled the world, not just to receive gener-
ous speaking fees and to attend conferences but to 
visit disaster areas or raise funds for the fight against 
AIDS. —AFP 

Pride and pain  
in Albania’s  
‘Little London’ 

 
HAS, Albania: In the town hall of Has, in Albania’s 
mountainous northeast, the Union Jack flag has pride 
of place next to a framed photo of the late Queen 
Elizabeth II. It is an expression of gratitude towards 
the United Kingdom as the small town, dubbed ‘Little 
London’, owes everything to residents who left to find 
work across the Channel. 

Like their Prime Minister Edi Rama, people in Has 
are outraged by accusations from London that they 
are part of a migrant “invasion”. 

Has residents say leaving for the UK allows them to 
earn a living-but comes with the pain of uprooting, 
dangerous journeys and hard work which also benefits 
their British employers. Albanians are now the largest 
single group making small-boat crossings of the 
Channel, according to the UK’s official statistics. 

More than 12,000 arrived in Britain this year com-
pared to 50 in 2020. Nationals of the Balkan country 
of 2.8 million people have been fleeing unemployment 
to Britain for decades. Speaking in his office where 
British and Albanian flags stand side by side, Has may-
or Liman Morina told AFP that 80 percent of his con-
stituents “survive thanks to the hard and honest work 
of their relatives in Britain”. 

Klodian Kastrati, a sociologist who works in Has, 
said: “Emigration is an epidemic that affects all young 
people here contaminated by the idea of leaving for 
Britain in the hope of creating a better future”. The Has 
region is Albania’s poorest and “emigration is the only 
real resource to support its inhabitants”, he added. 

 
‘Britain’ bar  

In the region, which has a population of around 
22,000, numerous houses owned by emigrants are 
being built. There are tributes to their adopted home-
land-a bar named “Britain”, cars with UK registration 
plates, and even a replica of a famous red telephone 
booth. Mayor Morina has recently launched a tender 
for projects to build a statue of Queen Elizabeth. 

Since Albania opened its borders in the 1990s, resi-
dents have left en masse, desperate to escape hardship 

and isolation after weathering brutal oppression at the 
hands of the country’s communist dictatorship. 

Nearly 1.7 million Albanians have departed, notably 
for Italy, Greece and the UK, official figures show. In 
the first six months of the year emigrants sent home 
376 million euros ($389 million), according to the 
national bank. 

About 140,000 Albanians live in the UK where 
some joined Kosovo Albanians who found refuge there 
during the war against Serbian forces in late 1990s. 

While the richest can send their children to British 
universities, most Albanians work in catering or con-
struction. Has residents put the recent peak in Channel 
crossings down to word of mouth. 

“Rumours about the need for labour in the UK” 
under the combined effect of the pandemic and Brexit 
“have been circulating at lightning speed”, Granit 
Gojani told AFP. After living in London for a decade, the 
31-year-old recently returned to Has to open his own 
bar. “Social networks also offer more favourable prices 
(to cross the Channel) in inflatable boats”, he said. 

“The desire to believe rather than to know quickly 
unleashed the crowds”, he added, saying the idea had 
spread “like a virus”. This year, the high school in Has 
had 40 fewer students than in 2021. 

 
‘Bleeding wound’  

French authorities have confirmed the increase in 
the number of Albanians on their side of the Channel, 
including among smugglers, although Iraqi Kurd gangs 
still dominate the market. Ani, a young man who asked 
to use a pseudonym, bitterly regrets having made the 
trip from Dunkirk in northern France. He described it 
as a “hellish crossing of more than six hours aboard a 
full boat in a hostile sea”. 

Ani left in late September hoping for a well-paid 
job in the construction industry in London. He held out 
for a month before returning home, yielding to the 
pleas of his mother-who closely followed unpleasant 
comments about Albanians made by some British 
politicians and media. 

“I’m not a criminal, I just dreamt of a better life in a 
big country”, Ani told AFP, disgusted by what he 
described as an anti-immigrant atmosphere in Britain. 

“To hell with the £4,000 ($4,789) that this trip cost 
me”, he said. Now, he plans to continue studying law at 
the University of Tirana. Britain’s Home Secretary Suella 
Braverman has spoken of an “invasion” of migrants and 
singled out “Albanian criminals”, sparking anger in 

Tirana. “Albanians in the UK work hard and pay tax,” 
Prime Minister Rama tweeted in early November. Rama 
said the UK should “stop discriminating... to excuse 
policy failures”. Some migrants are involved in illegal 
activities, in particular to reimburse smugglers. 

But a “handful of people having problems with the 
law can’t harm an entire community, including busi-
nessmen, teachers, doctors, construction workers and 
children aspiring to grow up”, Gojani said. 

For all the money it has brought, red phone booths 
and royal photos, emigration to the UK has also left a 
legacy of pain in Has. 

Drita Meshi’s family suffered a devastating loss in 
2016, and she has since made it her life’s aim to con-
vince young Albanians to stay. Her son, who moved to 
England to seek a better life, was killed by two British 
teenagers, who hurled a flare into the car where he 
had been sleeping. He was 32. 

Every day, she mourns at his grave. Meshi, a Has 
town hall employee, has two other children still living in 
London. She wants to attract investment so young peo-
ple will have an incentive to build their lives closer to 
home. “For me, emigration is a wound that is still bleed-
ing”, Meshi told AFP, with tears in her eyes.  —AFP

HAS, Albania: A vendor shows traditional clothes in a city shop 
of Has. Albanians are now the largest single group making 
small-boat crossings of the Channel, according to the UK offi-
cial statistics. Around 12,000 of them arrived in Britain this 
year compared to only 50 in 2020.  —AFP
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SpaceX again  
postpones moon  
lander launch 

 
WASHINGTON: SpaceX on Wednesday 
postponed the launch of the world’s first pri-
vate lander to the Moon, a mission undertak-
en by Japanese firm ispace. A Falcon 9 rocket 
was scheduled to blast off at 3:37 am (0837 
GMT) on Thursday from Cape Canaveral in 
the US state of Florida, but SpaceX said fur-
ther checks on the vehicle had led to a delay. 

“After further inspections of the launch 
vehicle and data review, we’re standing down 
from tomorrow’s launch of @ispace_inc’s 
HAKUTO-R Mission 1; a new target launch 
date will be shared once confirmed,” the firm 
tweeted. 

Until now, only the United States, Russia 
and China have managed to put a robot on 
the lunar surface. The mission by ispace is the 
first of a program called Hakuto-R. The lander 
would touch down around April 2023 on the 
visible side of the Moon, in the Atlas crater, 
according to a company statement. 

The delay came after the launch had 
already been postponed by a day due to the 
need for additional pre-flight checks, SpaceX 
and ispace said on Wednesday. Measuring 
just over 2 by 2.5 meters, the lander carries on 
board a 10-kilogram rover named Rashid, 
built by the United Arab Emirates. —AFP 

UK royals show ruthlessness  
in latest racial dispute

LONDON: The timing could not have been worse 
for Britain’s royal family, not long after one racial 
reckoning involving Prince Harry and ahead of a new 
publicity blitz from the maverick “spare heir”. 

Harry’s elder brother Prince William — the heir to 
the throne — has been forced to part ways with one 
of his godmothers after she used racially charged lan-
guage to a black British woman at a palace reception 
on Tuesday. 

King Charles III moved rapidly to evict Lady 
Susan Hussey from the royal household after the hurt-
ful exchange was revealed on Twitter by Ngozi Fulani 
— while William and his wife Kate were flying to 
Boston. 

When Hussey started to quiz her about her origins, 
the UK-born Fulani said she tried to give the 83-
year-old courtier the benefit of the doubt. 

“But it soon dawned on me very quickly that this 
was nothing to do with her capacity to understand,” 
the charity campaigner, who works with survivors of 
domestic abuse, told BBC radio on Thursday. 

Hussey repeatedly asked Fulani where she was 
“really” from, refusing to accept her explanation that 
she was British. 

“But this is her trying to make me really denounce 
my British citizenship,” Fulani said, as many other 
Britons of colour shared similarly demeaning experi-
ences on social and traditional media. 

It is the most serious controversy yet since Charles 
succeeded his mother in September. Hussey was not 
just any courtier — she was at Queen Elizabeth II’s 

side for six decades. 
But she was unceremoniously dumped as Charles 

and William moved rapidly to draw a line under the 
row, earning plaudits from some black commentators. 

 
‘Shocking’  

Labour MP Diane Abbott, the first black woman to 
sit in the House of Commons when she was elected in 
the 1980s, said it was “really shocking” that a black 
Briton’s identity could be interrogated in this way. 

But she told Times Radio that Buckingham Palace 
had made “progress” on race issues in the past 10 
years. 

Back then, “they would have said she (Fulani) was 
oversensitive and just dismissed it”, said Abbott. 

The palace appears to have taken lessons on 
board particularly since last year, when Harry and his 
mixed-race wife Meghan accused an unidentified 
royal of racism with regard to their unborn baby. 

Then, William retorted: “We are very much not a 
racist family.” But the family said the matter would be 
dealt with “privately”. 

The royal household has also begun publishing 
data on the ethnic breakdown of its staff, admitting it 
has more to do to ensure due representation. 

Yet from their new lives in California, the duke and 
duchess of Sussex have been portraying themselves 
as modernising outsiders who tried to take on a reac-
tionary establishment. 

Ironies abound as the feuding brothers both find 
themselves on the US East Coast — with no plans to 

meet. William is set to award an environmental prize 
in Boston inspired by former president John F. 
Kennedy’s “Moonshot” ambition in the 1960s. 

Next week, Harry and Meghan are due to attend 
an awards gala in New York held by the human rights 
foundation of Kennedy’s brother Robert. —AFP 

Rebel port attacks  
pose new threat  
for Yemen 

 
DUBAI: Two months after Yemen’s truce expired, 
fighting largely remains on hold but a series of 
attacks by Houthi rebels could have serious reper-
cussions for a country crippled by war. 

At least three drone strikes at ports on Yemen’s 
southern coast have disrupted oil exports, the main 
source of income for the Arab world’s poorest coun-
try and its Saudi-backed government. 

The strikes launched by the Iran-backed rebels 
since late October caused no casualties but stopped 
some tankers from docking at the government-con-
trolled harbours of Qena and Al-Dabah. 

They followed the failure to extend a UN-bro-
kered truce that was in place for six months until 
October 2 and had brought a much-needed pause in 
the seven-year war. 

A new truce has been hampered by rebel 
demands that the government pay wages for civil 
servants and even members of the armed forces in 
areas under Houthi control, including the capital 
Sanaa. 

By attacking oil ports, Yemen’s economic lifeline, 
the Houthis are “pressing for their demands to be 
met”, Ahmed Nagi, a researcher at the Carnegie 
Middle East Center, told AFP. 

The strikes also reveal the “economic challenges” 
facing rebels in territories they hold, as focus shifts 
from “power-sharing to sharing of resources”, Nagi 
told AFP. 

Revenues from oil exports totalled about $1.4 bil-

lion last year, according to the Central Bank of 
Yemen in government-controlled Aden. 

The cash-strapped state produces around 80,000 
barrels a day, according to government estimates, 
most of which is exported to finance the bulk of the 
government’s budget. 

Maged al-Madhaji, a researcher at the Sanaa 
Center for Strategic Studies, said the Houthi 
attacks amount to “blackmail” of the government. 
“They want a share of resources without making 
concessions.” 

 
‘Little to lose’  

The Houthis seized Sanaa in 2014, prompting a 
Saudi-led coalition to intervene the following year to 
prop up the internationally recognised government. 

Since then, the war has caused hundreds of thou-
sands of deaths and pushed the impoverished nation 
to the brink of famine. 

An estimated 24 million people — nearly 80 per-
cent of the population — depend on humanitarian 
assistance to survive, according to the United 
Nations. The recent port attacks, all claimed by the 
Houthis, “undermine peace efforts”, Rashad al-Alimi, 
who heads Yemen’s leadership council, said earlier 
this month. 

Recognising their impact on Yemen’s devastated 
economy, Alimi warned of “catastrophic humanitarian 
repercussions” if the government is unable to cover 
civil servant salaries and pay for public services. 

In a briefing to the Security Council in November, 
UN envoy to Yemen Hans Grundberg called the 
Houthi attacks a worrying development. 

These drone strikes deprive the Yemeni govern-
ment “of its main source of revenue from exporting 
oil” and “undermine the welfare of the entirety of the 
Yemeni people”, he said. 

“They risk setting off a spiral of military and 

economic escalation.” 
Targeting ports is a “big gamble that risks push-

ing the government into an extreme” response, the 
researcher Madhaji warned. 

Elisabeth Kendall of the University of Cambridge 
said the Houthis ultimately hold the advantage. 

“While the Houthis may be militarily weaker than 
the coalition in absolute terms, they have little to 
lose and much to gain by continuing the fighting as 
they seek to win further concessions,” the Yemen 
expert told AFP. “The Houthis are essentially hold-
ing Yemeni oil ports to ransom.” Commenting on the 
truce, Kendall said: “there is still hope but it is fad-
ing fast.”  —AFP

ABU DHABI: This handout image provided by the UAE 
Ministry Of Presidential Affairs shows (L to R) UAE President 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan meeting with 
Rashad al-Alimi, Presidential Leadership Council Chairman 
of Yemen, at al-Shati Palace in Abu Dhabi.  —AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Queen Consort Camilla (R) speaks to guests near Ngozi Fulani (back L), chief executive of the 
London-based Sistah Space group, during a reception to raise awareness of violence against women and girls as 
part of the UN 16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, at Buckingham Palace in London.  —AFP

King Charles III moved rapidly to evict Lady Susan Hussey from the royal household
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Security Council in particular - this is a disgrace”. 

Kuwait, said Bannai, pays special attention to the 
Palestinian cause. The Palestinian people are regrettably 
suffering from all kinds of aggression by the Zionist 
occupying force “without any clearcut international 
reactions to lift this suppression and injustice”.  

The Zionist occupation continues violating the UN 
Charter, international law, international humanitarian 
law and international law of human rights, the 1949 
Geneva Conventions and other global treaties, he 
said. “The occupation is a disease which ... fought, 
killed, displaced, destroyed families and houses and 
environment ... of our Palestinian people, and refused 
to heed international resolutions and end the occupa-
tion,” he asserted.  

“There shall be neither peace nor security alongside 
occupation. What we witnessed in the past years were 
systematic measures that distanced us from peace. 
These measures aimed to solidify this illegitimate occu-
pation” through expansion of illegal settlements in 
breach of UNSC resolution 2334, thus aborting the 
two-state solution, Bannai said. He cited a report about 
the Palestinian people, which mentioned that expansion 
of Zionist settlements, namely in East Jerusalem, was 
threatening the creation of the Palestinian state. 

Bannai quoted the UN Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process Tor Wennesland as saying, 
“After decades of continuous violence, illegal settlement 
expansion, stalled negotiations, the conflict has once 
again reached a boiling point.” He touched on what was 
stated in a report by Francesca Albanese, Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, describing it 
as “a deliberately obsessive, racist and repressive 
regime aimed at preventing the realization of the 
Palestinian people’s right to self-determination”.  

“Since 1967, (the Zionist entity) deliberately violated 
Palestinians’ right to self-determination in the occupied 
Palestinian territory by preventing them from exercising 
their territorial sovereignty over natural resources, 

obliterating their cultural identity, and suppressing 
Palestine’s political resistance,” Bannai said. He added 
that by demolishing symbols that express Palestinian 
identity, the occupation jeopardizes Palestinian cultural 
existence, and by suppressing Palestinian political 
activity, the occupation violates the ability of 
Palestinians to free themselves from foreign domination 
and control. These words of UN references and sources 
described the reality of the occupation, explained 
Bannai. “We have noticed during the past months a 
serious escalation in the Palestinian territories as a 
result of the systematic crimes and attacks committed 
by (the Zionist) occupying power against the Palestinian 
people.” Al-Aqsa Mosque is still subject to repeated 
violations, whether by the Zionist occupation forces or 
settlers, he added.  

Bannai reiterated Kuwait’s strong condemnation of 
these aggressive practices that represent a provoca-
tion of the feelings of Muslims around the world and 
an explicit threat to freedom of worship in Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. “In light of the injustice practiced on the 
Palestinian people, Kuwait renews its call to the interna-
tional community to take immediate action to provide 
protection for the Palestinian people,” he said.  

Bannai affirmed that Kuwait strongly supports 
Palestine to obtain full membership in the UN, and calls 
on all countries that do not recognize Palestine as a 
state to review themselves and align their positions with 
international law. He stressed that the occupation does 
not change from one country to another, and the legiti-
mate right to self-defense does not change from one 
country to another, and the implementation of interna-
tional legitimacy resolutions, especially the Security 
Council, does not change from one issue to another.  

Bannai renewed Kuwait’s full support for the UN 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA), believing in the importance of its 
role in easing the suffering of Palestinian refugees. He 
stated that Kuwait renews its adherence to the Arab, 
Islamic and international position, which affirms that 
peace is the strategic option and that the comprehen-
sive solution is based on the two-state solution in 
accordance with agreed terms. He added that this is 
represented in Security Council resolutions and the 
Arab Peace Initiative, which leads to the Palestinian 
people obtaining their full legitimate political rights and 
establishing their independent state on their land with 
East Jerusalem as its capital.— KUNA  

Kuwait slams inaction 
on Zionist entity’s...

DOHA: Arab football fans have flooded social media 
with satire, celebrating unexpected victories and 
poking fun at their own misfortunes as Qatar hosts 
the Middle East’s first World Cup. Argentina star 
Lionel Messi was the butt of region-wide jokes after 
his team’s shock 2-1 defeat by Saudi Arabia last 
week. One video shows a tearful Messi addressing 
journalists, dubbed in Arabic. 

“Hello. Honestly, we got destroyed,” the voice 
sobs over emotional footage taken from Messi’s 
goodbye press conference on leaving Barcelona last 
year. “We got humiliated. They ridiculed us and 
demolished us without mercy. I never imagined this 
could happen.” 

A viral meme took a Louis Vuitton advertisement 
showing Messi and Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo 
playing chess, but replacing Messi with Saudi player 
Salem Al-Dawsari. And along with the satire came 
farce, in a widely shared clip showing a group of 
Saudi fans celebrating Dawsari’s stunning goal that 
secured the Green Falcons’ victory. One fan got so 

excited he ran out of the room, tore the metal door 
off its hinges and threw it in the yard. 

While Argentina’s fortunes later turned with 
emphatic victories over Mexico and Poland, the four 
Arab teams in the tournament have had mixed 
results. Tunisia, in a tough group including title-hold-
er France, had few reasons to celebrate, and its fans 
turned to self-deprecating humor even before the 
tournament started. One group of Tunisians shared a 
video of themselves in traditional Sufi clothes singing 
a sad, religious-style funeral chorus. “Nil would be 
okay against these unbeatable teams,” the lyrics go. 
“I have so many woes, but I hope (Tunisian player) 
Msakni is on form”. 

Another one posted a video blog begging France 
star Kylian Mbappe not to play against Tunisia in 
Wednesday’s match. “The Tunisian people needs 
some joy, why do you want to play against us? Do 
you have a problem with us? Don’t play against us! 
Go to the hammam!” Mbappe took to the field for 
only part of the match, which ended in a shock 1-0 
Tunisia victory. After earlier defeats, though, it 
wasn’t enough for them to advance to the next round. 

The satire has not been limited to events on the pitch. 
An official theme anthem of the tournament, a thumping 
and largely tuneless pop song featuring Lebanese pop 
diva Myriam Fares, has been widely criticized by Arab 
fans. One video takes a clip of Fares herself saying, “As 
soon as I heard the first little section, ‘tukoh tukoh taka 
tukoh’, I said: That’s the song!” — AFP 

Arabs field satire 
as World Cup 
brings joy, pain
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making and lawmaking. We have done a part of the 

job and hope that the Council will do its part,” he 
added.  Explaining the work of the committee, Lopez 
Aguilar said “this committee is the first lawmaking 
committee in the European Parliament. It is the one 
responsible for making laws to enter the territory of the 
EU and thus is the one responsible for EU regulations 
on visas”. The regulation also states nationals of which 
third countries are requested to show visas when 
entering the EU territory and whose nationals are 
exempted from the visa requirement, he clarified.  

EU sources told KUNA that the approval will be 
announced in the full European Parliament session in 

Strasbourg later this month. If many MEPS insist on a 
vote, there will be a vote, otherwise there will not be a 
vote on the visa and the issue will go directly to the 
Council of the European Union for its consent. The 
Council will study the approved text and it may or may 
not approve of it, said the sources, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity. It is not known yet when the Council, 
which represents the 27 EU member states, will start 
discussions on the issue.  

After the vote, rapporteur of the report Erik 
Marquardt, an MEP from Germany, said: “Visa-free 
travel brings the world closer together and gives the 
European Union a powerful instrument to advocate for 
human rights. The visa waiver is not a gift for third 
countries but a chance to work on improvements 
together.” The approved text also noted “that there are 
serious concerns about human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in Kuwait, Qatar and Oman, notably concern-
ing workers’ rights, women’s rights, freedom of religion, 
freedom of speech, right of assembly, torture and the 
death penalty”. — KUNA 

European 
Parliament panel...



YANGZHOU, China: The body of former Chinese
leader Jiang Zemin arrived in Beijing Thursday ahead of
a public memorial service, Chinese state media said, as
hundreds of people gathered in his hometown to pay
their respects. A special flight carrying Jiang’s remains
from Shanghai, where he died on Wednesday of
leukaemia and multiple organ failure, was met at the air-
port by President Xi Jinping, state media said.

State broadcaster CCTV announced that a public
memorial service would be held on Tuesday morning in
Beijing’s Great Hall of the People. “The memorial confer-
ence will be broadcast live, and all regions and depart-
ments must organise the majority of party members,
cadres, and the masses to listen and watch,” CCTV
announced. A nationwide three-minute silence will be
held, together with three minutes of sirens wailing. Flags
will fly at half-mast across the country, and public
entertainment activities will be suspended on the day of
the service, CCTV said, adding that there would be no
“farewell ceremony”.

Hundreds of people gathered in Jiang’s hometown,
the eastern city of Yangzhou, on Thursday evening to
pay their respects, leaving a thick pile of bouquets
around the perimeter of his former residence. A road-
side flower seller said she had “lost count” of the num-
ber of chrysanthemums-Chinese funeral flowers-she
had sold on Thursday. AFP reporters witnessed people
queuing to lay them down against the grey stone wall of
the traditional house, with some bowing and saying
brief prayers. “He was a great, patriotic and positive
leader,” Li Yaling, a woman in her late 60s, told AFP.
“We admired him greatly, and feel loss and nostalgia
now he’s gone.”

“He was a very good leader,” a middle-aged man
named Yan said. “He made a great contribution to
improving the lives of people in Yangzhou, particularly
through building new infrastructure. As national leader,
he kept up reform and opening and helped grow the
economy.” Security personnel at the site politely but
firmly moved groups of mourners quickly down the nar-

row alley past the historic building in an apparent
attempt to avoid people gathering. China has been
rocked this week by anti-Covid lockdown protests that
are the most widespread public demonstrations since
rallies calling for political reform in 1989, which Jiang
helped crush.

‘Safe travels, old classmate’ 
Police were deployed in force around the intersec-

tions near the Shanghai hospital where Jiang died, AFP
reporters saw. They witnessed a convoy of vehicles
coming from the direction of the hospital at around
12:45 pm (0445 GMT), led by a car bearing what
appeared to be a wreath of yellow flowers on its bonnet.
Police ordered pedestrians to leave the intersection an
hour earlier as bussed-in bystanders gathered around

the crossroads wearing drab-coloured clothing and face
masks. Pictures sent to AFP by someone living along
one of the major roads nearby showed people lining the
pavement holding white chrysanthemums.

Some held a banner saying “May you have safe trav-
els, old classmate”. Jiang’s legacy is mixed. Many wel-
comed his humorous public persona as a breath of fresh
air after decades of staid communist leadership, while
critics accused him of allowing rampant corruption,
inequality and the repression of political activists.

In retirement, he became the subject of light-hearted
memes among millennial and Gen Z Chinese fans, who
called themselves “toad worshippers” in thrall to his
frog-like countenance and quirky mannerisms.

More than half a million commenters flooded state
broadcaster CCTV’s post on the Twitter-like platform
Weibo within an hour of his death being announced,
many referring to him as “Grandpa Jiang”.

The websites of state media and government-owned
businesses turned black-and-white, as did apps such as
Alipay, Taobao and even McDonald’s China. 

‘Easygoing and humorous’ 
In semi-autonomous Hong Kong, mourners who

turned up early on Thursday at Beijing’s Liaison Office
hoping to pay tribute were turned away because the
office wasn’t ready. A Hong Kong woman surnamed
Chan, 50, told AFP she decided to go because she
found Jiang “very easygoing and humorous”.

A mainland Chinese student queuing behind Chan
was surprised. “I didn’t expect any local Hong Kongers
to commemorate him,” he said, without giving his name.
Edward, 26, a mainland Chinese student in Hong Kong,

said Jiang was “the most open and educated leader”.
“He made the market economy part of the main-

stream in China ... without that there would be no hope
for democracy,” he said. Hundreds of people also
queued to lay chrysanthemums outside the Liaison
Office later on Thursday, one of the city’s coldest days
this year. An AFP reporter saw more than a dozen peo-
ple distributing flowers, some of which arrived in a van,
to crowds waiting a few blocks from the office. Some of
them held name lists and directed groups of people to
join the queue. — AFP
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Public entertainment activities will be suspended on the day of the service

Former leader Jiang’s body arrives in 
Beijing ahead of public memorial service

Memorial 
conference will 

be broadcast live

HONG KONG, China: People queue with flowers near the
Chinese Liaison Office in Hong Kong on December 1, 2022,
as officials and the public come to pay their respects fol-
lowing the death of former Chinese leader Jiang Zemin on
November 30 aged 96.— AFP

HONG KONG, China: Police stand guard as pro-democracy media tycoon Jimmy Lai (not pictured) arrives in a correctional
services van at the high court in Hong Kong on December 1, 2022, for the start of his national security trial. — AFP

Modi calls for end 
to war as India 
takes G20 presidency
NEW DELHI: India opened its G20 presidency
on Thursday with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
calling for an end to war, implicitly rebuking long-
standing ally Russia for its invasion of Ukraine.

New Delhi and Moscow have ties dating back
to the Cold War, and Russia remains by far India’s
biggest arms supplier. India has shied away from
explicit condemnations of Russia over the war
despite its economy being stung by the soaring oil
and commodities prices that followed.

Modi has pressed Russian President Vladimir
Putin to end the conflict, including at a face-to-
face meeting on the sidelines of a major regional
summit in September. He reiterated that call in an
article outlining India’s ambitions for the G20
forum-of which Russia is a member-released by
the government and published by the Telegraph
newspaper in Britain.

“Today, we do not need to fight for our survival
- our era need not be one of war. Indeed, it must
not be one!” Modi wrote. The invasion of Ukraine,
a country known as the “breadbasket of Europe”,
has periodically disrupted grain shipments and
raised the spectre of a global food crisis.

Modi said India would “seek to depoliticise the
global supply of food, fertilizers and medical prod-
ucts, so that geo-political tensions do not lead to
humanitarian crises”. “As in our own families, those
whose needs are the greatest must always be our
first concern.”

New Delhi has long walked a tightrope in its
relations with the West and Moscow-and the
Russian invasion of Ukraine has highlighted the
difficulty of that balancing act. It has repeatedly
brushed off calls from Washington to condemn
Moscow, despite pursuing greater security ties
with the United States. Putin visited New Delhi last
year, bear-hugging Modi and hailing India as a
“great power” as the two men bolstered military
and energy ties.—AFP

Hong Kong court 
delays trial of 
pro-democracy tycoon
HONG KONG, China: Jailed pro-democracy media
tycoon Jimmy Lai’s trial under Hong Kong’s national
security law was delayed Thursday as the government
asked Beijing to bar Lai from being represented by a
British lawyer. Lai and several executives from the now-
shuttered Apple Daily newspaper are being prosecuted
for “colluding with foreign forces”, an offence under the
law imposed on the city after huge and sometimes vio-
lent protests in 2019.

After local courts said London-based lawyer Tim
Owen could represent Lai, Hong Kong’s leader asked
China’s top lawmaking body to decide whether over-
seas lawyers could participate in national security cas-
es. The trial was set to start Thursday but was
adjourned to December 13 for prosecutors to come up
with a new timetable, pending any move from Beijing.

Defence lawyers also revealed that Hong Kong immi-
gration authorities had “withheld the extension” of
Owen’s current work visa without disclosing a reason.
Owen had already been granted a visa as he was work-

ing on another Hong Kong case, the defence said, but
did not specify when the visa will expire. AFP has con-
tacted the Immigration Department for comment.

Lawyers from common law jurisdictions are able to
work within Hong Kong’s legal system, particularly in
cases where their specific expertise may be required.
Owen is a king’s counsel — a senior trial lawyer in
Britain — and has previously worked on high-profile
criminal cases in the financial hub.

The government earlier argued in court that letting
overseas lawyers work on national security cases posed
a risk, as there was no way to ensure the confidentiality
of state secrets. When the Court of Final Appeal sided
against the government on Monday, city leader Lee said
he would ask Beijing to intervene by issuing an “inter-
pretation” of the national security law.

This was the first time Hong Kong invoked the mech-
anism under the law that allows Beijing to have the final
say on how it operates. Lai, 74, is one of Hong Kong’s
best-known pro-democracy activists. He faces up to life
in prison if convicted. He is already in jail for taking part
in an illegal protest. For years, his Apple Daily tabloid
newspaper was scathing in its criticism of China’s
Communist Party and openly supportive of democracy.
It collapsed last year after its funds were frozen under
the security law and many of its senior staff were
charged alongside Lai, primarily for their campaigning
for international sanctions against China. — AFP

China police deploy 
high-tech tools 
to crush protests
BEIJING: Chinese police have deployed sophisticated
surveillance tools in a push to stamp out a nationwide
wave of unrest, using facial recognition software and
location data to track down and detain protesters.

Frustration over prolonged COVID restrictions has
boiled over, triggering protests demanding an end to
lockdowns and greater political freedoms at a scale
unseen in decades. As Beijing announced a crackdown
against the protests, its vast security apparatus swung
into gear, using state-of-the-art surveillance to track
down activists, according to a human rights lawyer
offering free legal advice to protesters.

“In Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou, police have
seemingly used very high-tech methods,” said Wang
Shengsheng, a lawyer based in the city of Zhengzhou.
“In other cities, it seems like they have relied on surveil-
lance footage and facial recognition,” she told AFP.

Beijing police may have used phone location data
either captured from on-site scanners or COVID health
codes scanned by people taking taxis to areas where
protests took place, she said. “Many callers from Beijing
were confused as to why they were contacted by police
when they genuinely just walked past the protest site
and didn’t take part,” she added. “We have no idea how
exactly they did this.”

Crackdown 
Wang has received over 20 calls in recent days from

protesters or people whose friends and relatives have
been detained. Most detentions she was told about last-
ed under 24 hours. Protesters who contacted Wang for
help have been targeted too, she said.

In Shanghai, police have confiscated the phones of
all those she was in touch with and who were sum-
moned for questioning, “perhaps to extract all their
data”, she added. Callers from Guangdong told Wang
that their accounts on the encrypted Telegram messag-
ing app were hacked after they registered ID docu-
ments with police en route to a protest.

Some friends of detained Beijing protesters also told
her they saw their friends’ Telegram accounts active
while they were in custody, suggesting police may have
been accessing them.

Wiping out the evidence 
Encrypted protesters’ chat groups  — only accessi-

ble in China with illegal VPN software-are on high alert
for police infiltrators as news spreads of further arrests
and intimidation. Participants have been urging each
other to wipe all evidence of the protests-including chat
histories, videos and photos-from their phones in antici-
pation of police checks.

One Beijing resident told AFP that two friends who
attended protests in Shanghai and Beijing were
detained on Sunday and Tuesday respectively. The
Shanghai protester was released on Monday evening
but their phone remains in police hands, he said, asking
to remain anonymous for safety reasons. On highly sur-
veilled Chinese social media apps, any users posting
protest content can be easily tracked down as platforms
require real-name registration.

“Phone and social media sweeps are likely ongoing
in physical spaces and virtual communities,” said Rui
Zhong, a China analyst at the Wilson Center in
Washington. AFP journalists saw multiple police officers
filming protesters with small handheld cameras at
Sunday’s Beijing rally. One protester told AFP that she
and five friends were called by local police after they
attended Sunday’s rally at a riverbank in the city’s
embassy district. She later told AFP she was summoned
to the police station Tuesday to write a declaration of
what happened, but got turned away after not having a
recent COVID test result.

Encrypted chat group users are sharing tips and
legal advice on what to do in case they are interrogated,
arrested or have their phones confiscated by police.

In Shanghai, an AFP reporter witnessed multiple
arrests and confirmed that police had forcibly checked
one protester’s phone for foreign social media apps
blocked in China which have been used to spread infor-
mation about the protests.—AFP

Impeachment pressure 
builds on Ramaphosa
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa: South Africa’s rul-
ing ANC party was due to convene emergency talks on
Thursday as pressure mounts for President Cyril
Ramaphosa to quit or face impeachment over a burgla-
ry that he is accused of concealing at his farm.

An independent panel set up by parliament conclud-
ed on Wednesday that Ramaphosa “may have commit-
ted... serious violations” of the constitution and anti-
corruption laws. There was enough evidence to warrant
a parliamentary debate on whether the president should
be removed from office, dealing a serious blow to
Ramaphosa’s bid in two-weeks’ time to be re-elected
head of the African National Congress (ANC).
Ramaphosa took office at the helm of Africa’s biggest
economy in 2018 on a promise to root out corruption.
He now risks becoming the third ANC leader forced out
since the party came to power after the end of
apartheid in 1994.

South African lawmakers are to examine the findings
of the panel, which they appointed, on December 6 and
adopt a resolution, through a simple majority vote, on
whether to impeach Ramaphosa or not. This could lead
to a vote to remove the president. To be successful, any
such vote would require the approval by two-thirds of
assembly members. The ANC’s National Executive
Committee — the party’s decision-making body — is
due to hold urgent talks at 7:00 pm (1700 GMT) to dis-
cuss the findings of the farm theft scandal, an ANC offi-
cial told AFP. Ramaphosa separately cancelled a sched-
uled appearance before parliament in which he was
supposed to answer questions on Thursday.

‘Resignation’ 
His office informed parliament that: “Implications for

the stability of the country required that the president
take the time to carefully consider the contents of the
report and the next course of action”. Ramaphosa has
been deluged with calls to step down from within the
ANC and the political opposition. “The President has to
step aside now and answer to the case,” cabinet minis-
ter Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, who ran unsuccessfully
against Ramaphosa as ANC leader in 2017, tweeted late
Wednesday.

“His best course of action remains immediate resig-
nation,” said the leftist opposition Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF). South Africa’s largest opposition party,
the Democratic Alliance, called for an early election say-
ing the country faces a “seismic shift”. The scandal
erupted in June after South Africa’s former national spy
boss alleged to police that Ramaphosa had hidden a
burglary at his Phala Phala farm in northeastern South
Africa from the authorities. Instead, he allegedly organ-

ised for the robbers to be kidnapped and bribed into
silence. The president flatly denies this and laid out his
position to the panel.

Ramaphosa said $580,000 in cash was stolen from
beneath sofa cushions at his ranch. The sum was pay-
ment made by a Sudanese citizen who had bought buf-
faloes. Staff at the farm initially locked the money in an
office safe, Ramaphosa said. But the lodge manager
then decided that the “safest place” to store it would be
under the cushions of a sofa inside Ramaphosa’s resi-
dence at the farm, he said. Ramaphosa told the inquiry
that the accusations against him were “without any mer-
it” and asked it not to take the matter “any further”.

But his request was rebuffed. The panel concluded
that Ramaphosa did not report the theft directly to
police, acting in a way inconsistent with holding office
and exposing himself to a clash between his official
responsibilities and his private business. Ramaphosa
swept to power after the corruption-stained era of his
former boss, Jacob Zuma. —AFP

LONDON: South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa (C) crosses a main road as he walks near Trafalgar Square in cen-
tral London before speaking at a press conference. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: President Emmanuel Macron was
greeted by President Joe Biden and a military guard of
honor at the White House on Thursday for a state visit
that the French leader has seized as an opportunity to
air deep grievances over US-EU trade. The red carpet
and a row of flag-bearing sailors, airmen, soldiers and
marines emphasized the effort made by the administra-
tion to welcome Macron in the first formal state visit of
Biden’s presidency.

After an initial ceremony, the two presidents were to
meet in the Oval Office for discussions on the Western
alliance confronting Russia over Ukraine, handling the
rise of China and the contentious trade question. Biden
and Macron were then to give a joint press conference
before winding up the day with a lavish dinner featuring
French favorites of wine and cheese-but in both cases
American-made.  Macron repeated his frustration with
US subsidies, saying they were hurting European com-
panies by providing an unfair advantage to their
American competitors. International trade has bubbled
into a point of contention this week as Macron
becomes the first foreign leader hosted by President
Joe Biden during an official state visit, injecting fresh
tension in the meeting between two long-standing allies.

Those frustrations emerged into the open
Wednesday on Capitol Hill when Macron told lawmak-
ers and business leaders that the US industrial subsidies
that are part of Biden’s huge green energy initiatives are
“super aggressive” towards European business.

He repeated the warning Thursday in an interview on
ABC’s “Good Morning America” broadcast, saying that
while Washington and Paris were “working closely
together” on geopolitics and opposing Russia in its

invasion of Ukraine, trade tensions remained.
The CHIPS Act and the Inflation Reduction Act, two

massive US laws designed to boost US competitiveness
and innovation, “are both very good for the US econo-
my,” Macron acknowledged. “But as they were not fully
coordinated with the European economies, they create
just the absence of a level playing field,” the French
leader said. With gas and energy prices “skyrocketing in
Europe” since February due to Russia’s invasion,
Macron said it was vital that western nations coordinate
more closely on economic and trade issues.

Macron has made clear in unusually blunt language
that he is not just in Washington for the niceties. On his
first day of the visit Wednesday, when he toured NASA
headquarters, Arlington National Cemetery and met US
lawmakers, the French leader surprised his hosts with a
bitter attack on Biden’s signature policy to boost the US
green economy, saying it would “kill” European jobs. On
Thursday, right before arriving at the White House, he
repeated his criticism in an ABC television interview
where he said Biden’s policy would remove “a level
playing field.”

Aside from the trade dispute fireworks, most of the
visit revolves around kindling the long, if often slightly
prickly US-French diplomatic friendship. On
Wednesday evening, Macron and his wife Brigitte
joined Biden and First Lady Jill Biden at an upscale
Washington Italian restaurant.

China high on agenda 
Trade tensions, however, are only part of the uncom-

fortable flip side to the red carpet occasion. Another
gripe in Europe is the high cost of US liquid natural gas

exports-which have surged to help compensate for
canceled Russian deliveries. There is also divergence on
how to deal with the rise of superpower China. The
question-with Washington pursuing a more hawkish
tone and EU powers trying to find a middle ground-is
unlikely to see much progress.

“Europe has since 2018 its own, unique strategy for
relations with China,” tweeted French embassy

spokesman Pascal Confavreux in Washington. White
House National Security Council spokesman John
Kirby said China will be “very high on the agenda” this
week but stressed that both countries share a broad
approach. “We believe that not only France, but every
other member of the G7 — frankly, our NATO allies
too-see the threats and challenges posed by China in
the same way.” —AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden welcome French President Emmanuel
Macron and his wife Brigitte Macron to the White House in Washington, DC, on December 1, 2022. —AFP

Biden greets Macron at White 
House under trade dispute cloud

US trade subsidies create unlevel playing field with Europe: Macron

Fed: US economic 
activity slows 
amid uncertainty
WASHINGTON: US economic activity eased in
recent weeks, while uncertainty and “increased pes-
simism” clouded the country’s outlook amid high
prices and rising interest rates, a report published
by the Federal Reserve said Wednesday. The Fed’s
latest “beige book” survey of economic conditions
comes as the US central bank pushes on with its all-
out effort to cool surging inflation, although Fed
chief Jerome Powell also signaled Wednesday that it
was likely time to slow aggressive rate hikes soon.

“Economic activity was about flat or up slightly”
since the last report in mid-October, said the latest
release. While five of the Fed’s 12 districts reported
small gains in activity, the rest “experienced either
no change or slight-to-modest declines,” added the
report, which surveys firms and other contacts.

“Interest rates and inflation continued to weigh
on activity, and many contacts expressed greater
uncertainty or increased pessimism concerning the
outlook,” the report said.

Consumer spending was mixed but eked out
slight gains, with inflation nudging some buyers
towards lower-priced goods, while tourism saw
some improvement as well. Higher interest rates
took a toll on home sales, which fell “steeply” in
some districts. In the labor market, demand weak-
ened overall according to the report, which noted
there were “scattered layoffs” in the technology,
finance and real estate sectors. At an event in
Washington on Wednesday, Powell said “the time

for moderating the pace of rate increases may come
as soon as the December meeting” of Fed policy-
makers. Markets welcomed the news with US
stocks rallying, but Powell also stressed that the Fed
would “stay the course until the job is done,” given
that history cautions strongly against loosening pol-
icy prematurely. 

“The time for moderating the pace of rate
increases may come as soon as the December
meeting” of Fed policymakers, Powell said in a
speech at the Brookings Institution think tank.

He added that the full effects of the bank’s moves
are yet to be felt, but also warned that its policy will
likely have to remain tight “for some time” to restore
price stability. Monetary policy affects the economy
and inflation with “uncertain lags,” he said. “Thus, it
makes sense to moderate the pace of our rate
increases as we approach the level of restraint that
will be sufficient to bring inflation down,” he added.
He however stressed that the Fed would “stay the

course until the job is done,” noting that history cau-
tions strongly against loosening policy prematurely.

Soft landing ‘plausible’ 
In separate remarks on Wednesday, Fed

Governor Lisa Cook said “it would be prudent to
move in smaller steps” going forward as well, as the
Fed tries to bring inflation back to its longer-term
target of two percent. “Given the tightening already
in the pipeline, I am mindful that monetary policy
works with long lags,” she added.

Following Powell’s remarks, US stocks rallied,
with the tech-rich Nasdaq Composite Index surging
more than three percent. The central bank has
raised the benchmark lending rate by 0.75 percent-
age points four consecutive times in recent months,
out of six rate hikes this year in an aggressive effort
to rein in prices. The latest increase in November
took the benchmark lending rate to 3.75-4.0 per-
cent, the highest since January 2008. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Chair of the US Federal Reserve Jerome Powell speaks at the Brookings Institution, November
30, 2022 in Washington, DC. Powell discussed the economic outlook, inflation and the labor market. —AFP

Sri Lanka ends 
resort blackouts 
to woo tourists
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka said Thursday it was reor-
ganizing its blackout-prone electricity grid to guaran-
tee power to tourist resorts, in an effort to lure back
foreign travelers after a bruising economic crisis.

Months of food, petrol and pharmaceutical
shortages brought widespread misery to the island
nation this year, along with power cuts that reached
13 hours a day at their worst. The unprecedented
financial shock sparked months of angry protests,
culminating in July when a crowd stormed the com-
pound of then-president Gotabaya Rajapaksa and
forced him to flee the country.

But the crisis has since eased and the govern-
ment that took charge after his departure is eager
to jumpstart the tourism industry, a crucial source
of revenue. “We will have a good winter season,”
tourism minister Harin Fernando told reporters in
Colombo. “The situation has improved and it is safe
for holiday-makers.”

The energy ministry announced that designated
tourist areas would be exempt from national black-
outs still in force for 2.5 hours each night. Those
areas include Sri Lanka’s lush southern coastal
beaches and the hill region around Ella, home to
nature reserves famed for their elephant herds.

Sri Lanka has been unable to meet its energy
demand after struggling to pay for imported fuel for
power plants. But the ministry said recent rains had
filled dam reservoirs for hydroelectricity and eased
pressure on the grid.

Sri Lanka’s worst economic crisis since inde-
pendence from Britain in 1948 began when the
country ran out of foreign exchange to pay for vital
imports. The COVID pandemic dealt a hammer
blow to tourism and foreign remittances from Sri
Lankans working abroad, both crucial sources of
income. Rajapaksa’s government was also blamed
for worsening the crisis through excessive spending

and mismanagement.
Sri Lanka defaulted on its $46 billion foreign debt

in April. His successor has hiked taxes and tried to
bring prices under control, with inflation easing to 61
percent in November from an eye-watering 69.8
percent peak two months earlier. Sri Lanka is now in
talks with international creditors to restructure its
borrowings and secure an International Monetary
Fund bailout. The tourism industry has bounced
back strongly despite the downturn and political
unrest. Nearly 570,000 foreign travelers visited Sri
Lanka in the first 10 months of the year, up from
200,000 the year before. — AFP

Swiss freeze nearly
$8bn in Russian assets
GENEVA: Switzerland said Thursday that it has
to date frozen a total of 7.5 billion Swiss francs
($7.9 billion) in Russian assets, in connection with
the sanctions imposed over Moscow’s war in
Ukraine. The amount, which has been fluctuating
for months, is nearly one billion francs more than
the figure provided by the State Secretariat for
Economic Affairs (SECO) in July.

Switzerland, a favored destination for wealthy
Russians and their assets, has also seen 15
Russian properties seized, it said. Erwin
Bollinger, in charge of bilateral economic rela-
tions at SECO, stressed to reporters that the
amount frozen at any given time does not neces-
sarily “reflect the efficacy of the sanctions.” That
is because Swiss authorities seeking to imple-
ment the string of sanctions on Russia some-
times freeze assets as a precautionary measure,
which may be released again once clarifications
have been completed.

Traditionally-neutral Switzerland decided four
days after Russia invaded Ukraine on February
24 to align itself with the neighboring European
Union’s sanctions against Moscow, obliging
banks to pass on information on clients or firms
targeted. As with their EU counterparts, Swiss
banks are banned from accepting deposits from
Russian nationals or people or entities based in
Russia of more than 100,000 francs, and have
been ordered to declare all existing deposits
over that amount. —AFP

MIRISSA, Sri Lanka: In this file photo, tourists walk along a beach in Mirissa. Sri Lanka said on December 1 it
was reorganizing its blackout-prone electricity grid to guarantee power to tourist resorts, in an effort to lure
back foreign travelers after a bruising economic crisis. —AFP

Unemployment 
drops to record 
low in eurozone 
FRANKFURT: Unemployment in the eurozone has
dropped to a record low, at 6.5 percent in October, the
EU’s Eurostat statistics office said Thursday. The read-
ing-the lowest since Eurostat started compiling jobless
figures in April 1998 — was an indicator that the
economies of the 19 EU nations using the euro had
bounced back after the COVID pandemic.

The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was
markedly less than the 7.3 percent recorded a year ago.
Eurostat estimated that, for the entire 27-nation
European Union, 12.95 million adults were unemployed
in October-or 6.0 percent of the active population-
with 10.87 million of them in the eurozone. While all
OECD economies, with the exception of former EU
member Britain, have recovered to their pre-pandemic
size, global headwinds are stalling the recovery. 

The eurozone is likely to tip towards recession with-
in weeks, according to the European Commission.
Inflation is running hot, despite falling back in the latest
reading on Wednesday, at 10 percent-above the
European Central Bank’s two-percent target-largely
because of high energy prices spurred by the fallout of
Russia’s war in Ukraine. Business activity has been
declining for five straight months, according to a PMI
survey published by S&P Global, although the rate of
decline slowed in November. —AFP
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MITTERSILL, Austria: One of Austria’s top ski
resorts is making as much artificial snow as possible to
lay a thick base on the slopes before its energy bills
leap. Like other spots across the Alps, world-famous
Kitzbuehel is being hit by inflation-driven cost hikes,
but also warmer winters that are ever less snowy.

“We expect that our power costs will at least dou-
ble this season,” said Anton Bodner, head of the
resort’s Bergbahn Kitzbuehel company, noting several

lower price energy contracts run out by year’s end.
“We are talking about millions of euros,” he added,
while looking over one of the few slopes already open.
The soaring energy bills for Austria’s famed ski resorts
have translated into pricier tickets, but also shorter
hours and reduced service.

“We have no choice but to pass higher power
prices on to our customers,” Bodner told AFP, adding
that they had kept increases below inflation, which
stood at 11 percent by October. Ski resorts like

Kitzbuehel will try to save money by trimming opening
times, ramping up snowmaking when temperatures are
colder and reducing lift capacity to save energy.
Kitzbuehel plans to run its lifts about two hours less
per day, opening slightly later and closing earlier.

Less schnitzel 
But at the end of the day, it’s skiers who wind up

feeling the pinch and fewer are expected to turn up. A

recently conducted survey was pointing towards sig-
nificantly fewer holidaymakers this winter season in
Austria due to high inflation compared to 2019, said
Oliver Fritz, senior economist at the Austrian Institute
of Economic Research (WIFO).

“Even if a (winter) vacation is planned, potential
guests want to spend less,” Fritz said. Cutting expens-
es like eating out, shortening holidays or turning to
cheaper accommodation or resorts are some of the
ways people are dialling back. “At the restaurant we

will only have schnitzel once a week and not twice”
like we used to, skiier Klaus Bernert told AFP in
Kitzbuehel, which is known for its alpine skiing down-
hill race.

“Everything has become about 20, 30 percent more
expensive. Another 20, 30 percent, and we can no
longer afford skiing. Then we would unfortunately have
to give up our hobby,” the 58-year-old added.

Equipment and season passes for him and another
family member “already ate up two to three monthly
salaries”, he said. Sabine Huber, a local from a nearby
valley, said she expected more and more people to
continue to switch to ski touring, a sport where enthu-
siasts climb the slopes on skis, rendering lift tickets
unnecessary.

“I’m lucky that I’m a ski tourer and can practice my
sport relatively cheaply. Of course, I know many who
are already considering whether or not to buy a ski
pass because of high prices,” she said.

Melting profits 
Austria’s famous ski resorts are part of its winter

tourism industry, which pulled in about 3.9 percent of
the country’s national GDP in 2019, before the pan-
demic slashed profits. Ski resorts are trying to stay
optimistic, but it remains to be seen how Alpine tourist
destinations across Europe will fare as warming tem-
peratures and inflation threaten their very existence.
“Since 1961, the average annual snow cover duration
over the entire area of Austria has decreased by 40
days,” said Marc Olefs, head of climate research at
Austria’s national meteorological and geophysical
service ZAMG. Without measures to cut greenhouse
gas-related warming, the duration of natural snow
cover at altitudes ranging from 1,500 to 2,500 metres
could “decrease by a further 25 percent by 2100”,
Olefs noted.

And without snowy winters and sub-zero tempera-
tures, both natural and artificial snow will soon be a
thing of the past. “Ski resorts can no longer be operat-
ed economically without artificial snow, because the
tourism industry simply needs predictability and relia-
bility. With artificial snow, we can guarantee that skiing
is possible from the beginning of December until
April,” said Kitzbuehel’s Bodner.

Austria’s economy would also suffer considerable
damage. Around €16 of €30 billion that the tourism
industry generated per year before the pandemic were
from the winter season, said Fritz, the economist. “If
Alpine winter tourism is severely affected by climate
change, €10 billion can certainly be regarded as
endangered,” he said. — AFP

Spiking costs and fading snow 
squeeze Austrian ski resorts

Warming temperatures and inflation threaten existence of winter tourism 
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Natural disaster 
losses hit $115bn 
this year: Swiss Re
GENEVA: Natural catastrophes have caused an
estimated $115 billion of insured losses in 2022 to
date, driven by Hurricane Ian and other extreme
weather events, reinsurance giant Swiss Re esti-
mated Thursday. Hurricane Ian, the single largest
loss-causing event so far this year, caused an esti-
mated insured loss of $50-65 billion alone, with
total insured losses topping $100 billion for a sec-
ond consecutive year, said Swiss Re.

The Zurich-based group, which acts as an
insurer for insurers, estimated that Hurricane Ian
caused the second-costliest insured loss ever,
after Hurricane Katrina in 2005. “Hurricane Ian
and other extreme weather events such as the
winter storms in Europe, flooding in Australia and
South Africa as well as hailstorms in France and in
the United States resulted in an estimated $115
billion of natural catastrophe insured losses this
year to date,” Swiss Re said in a statement.

“Urban development, wealth accumulation in
disaster-prone areas, inflation and climate change
are key factors at play, turning extreme weather
into ever rising natural catastrophe losses,” said
Martin Bertogg, Swiss Re’s head of catastrophe
perils.—AFP

HOLLERSBACH IM PINZGAU,Austria: Snow master Juergen Krizan controls snow cannons in the skiing region
Kitzbuehler Alpen, Hollersbach, Austrian province of Salzburg, on November 27, 2022. —AFP

FORT MYERS BEACH, US: People clear debris in the after-
math of Hurricane Ian in Fort Myers Beach, Florida on
September 30, 2022. — AFP
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NEW YORK: After years of delays, US automaker 
Tesla was expected to deliver its first battery-pow-
ered semi truck, with which it hopes to get a jump 
start on the nascent electric heavy duty vehicle 
market by offering longer ranges without recharg-
ing. The Elon Musk-led company was to hand over 
the keys to its first electric truck-dubbed “Semi”-at 
its Nevada manufacturing plant to multinational 
food company PepsiCo. 

With its sleek design, the Tesla electric semi has 
been highly anticipated since Musk unveiled a pro-
totype in 2017, but the launch of full-scale produc-
tion has been delayed well past the initial 2019 
expectation. Other manufacturers have meanwhile 
entered the market, from traditional truck makers 
such as Daimler, Volvo and China’s BYD, to start-
ups like US company Nikola. 

The competition has also begun to roll out their 
deliveries, and have many orders of their own wait-
ing to fill. However, the truck that “the market has 
been waiting for... is the one from Tesla,” says Dave 
Mullaney, a transportation specialist with sustain-
ability think tank RMI. Legacy manufacturers have 
primarily converted their diesel-designed trucks to 
electric. 

“The Tesla, on the other hand, was designed to 
be electric from the very first design,” says 
Mullaney, who also underlined the company’s 15 
years of experience in electric vehicles. If the Tesla 
vehicle lives up to expectations, “it’s going to be a 
huge difference,” Mullaney says. 

In a tweet on Saturday, Musk said that one Semi 
had driven 500 miles (800 kilometers) with a total 
weight of 81,000 pounds (nearly 37 tons). The 
electric vehicles currently on offer only have a 
range of 250 to 300 miles.  

 
Physical limitations?  

To carry heavy loads over such long distances, 
the battery “needs to be very large-that makes it 
very heavy, takes up a lot of space and is very 

costly,” says Mike Roeth, director of the North 
American Council for Freight Efficiency (NACFE). 
“The industry has kind of been wondering whether 
you can physically package that much battery” and 
keep the truck’s weight low enough to be able to 
do the job, Roeth adds. 

With the ability to travel up to 500 miles with-
out recharging, long-distance trips in electric 
trucks would be much more feasible, allowing driv-
ers to return to warehouses in the same day. 

Even longer trips could be taken over several 
days if drivers can find charging stations at truck 
rest stops. The use of electric light duty vehicles for 
short-haul deliveries has been steadily growing for 
some time, but new regulations are pushing manu-
facturers and transporters to speed up the transi-
tion and build out long-haul capabilities. 

The most populous US state, California, has 
passed a law phasing out combustion engine 
trucks, which has since been followed by other 
states. The European Union is also expected to 
debate new standards in the coming months. 
Companies are also facing pressure to have more 
environmentally conscious reputations. They “want 
to be on the right side of history,” says Marie 
Cheron of the Europe-based association Transport 
& Environment. 

Those who do not commit to a decarbonization 
strategy, some of whom say they are waiting for 
technologies to improve, “are falling behind,” she 
says. 

Another motivation to transition, Roeth says, is 
that drivers who have been able to test them, “love 
the electric trucks a lot.” “They’re very quiet, they 
don’t have the smells of the exhaust, and they are 
comfortable to drive.” 

 
Cost considerations  

For the adoption of electric trucks to accelerate, 
their range must truly live up to promises and bat-
teries ideally would shrink, several analysts told 

AFP. The charging infrastructure must also be built 
out. That means adding more charging stations, but 
also building an electric distribution system strong 
enough to allow, for example, ten trucks to plug in 
at the same time in one parking lot. The biggest 
factor will certainly be price. An electric truck costs 
about 70 percent more to buy than a diesel truck 
at the moment, but in terms of energy and mainte-
nance, it’s cheaper, Mullaney says. 

“Battery electric vehicles will be competitive 
with diesel... it’s only a matter of time,” a spokes-
woman for the American manufacturer Navistar, a 

subsidiary of Traton, told AFP. Wedbush Securities 
analyst Dan Ives says that Tesla must now “prove 
they can produce at scale, they need to execute.” 

In late October, Musk said that Tesla is aiming to 
build 50,000 Semis by 2024. 

In 2018, when production of Tesla’s Model 3 
sedan struggled to ramp up, Musk showed that he 
was capable of getting his teams to speed up. Ives 
says Musk’s attention is unfortunately focused on 
his newest acquisition, Twitter. “The circus show 
there takes away a monumental moment in Tesla 
history,” he adds. —AFP

Tesla hoping electric ‘Semi’ will  
shake up heavy duty market

US automaker eyes heavy duty vehicles with longer ranges

 

EU warns Musk  
that Twitter must  
obey disinfo rules 

 
BRUSSELS: Europe’s top official for enforcing 
digital regulation warned Twitter boss Elon Musk 
on Wednesday that he must do more to fight dis-
information in order to comply with EU law. The 
EU commissioner for the internal market, Thierry 
Breton, held a video call with Musk and told him 
“there is still huge work ahead” to bring the plat-
form in line with Brussels’ rules. 

Breton posted a brief, silent video clip of his 
videoconference on Musk’s platform Twitter, but 
followed it up with a link to a longer statement on 
the rival Mastodon network. “I welcome Elon 
Musk’s statements of intent to get Twitter 2.0 
ready for the DSA,” Breton said, referring to the 
EU Digital Services Act, Brussels’ overarching 
internet law 

“But let’s also be clear that there is still huge 
work ahead,” he said. “Twitter will have to imple-
ment transparent user policies, significantly rein-
force content moderation and protect freedom of 
speech, tackle disinformation with resolve and 
limit targeted advertising.” 

Musk did not directly reply to Breton’s post 
but in a separate tweet responding to another 
user, he agreed that under previous management 
Twitter had “failed in trust and safety for a very 
long time”. 

“Twitter 2.0 will be far more effective, trans-
parent and even-handed,” he promised. The DSA 
was passed last year and will enter into force next 
year after tech giants have had time to comply 
with stricter European orders to remove harmful 
or deliberately misleading content. 

Firms that are found not to be in compliance 
face fines of up to six percent of their global 
turnover or even a ban on operating in the 
European Union, a huge market of more than 440 
million people. Tech companies lobbied EU poli-
cymakers heavily before the law passed but most 
say they will strive to comply with the rules-
though Musk’s behavior since buying Twitter last 
month has raised alarm. 

 
‘Worldwide basis’  

A self-described “free speech absolutist”, 
Musk has already sacked many of the Twitter 
employees tasked with content moderation and 
maintaining ties with Brussels’ regulators. He has 
also begun to allow Twitter users banned from the 
platform for posting disinformation, such as for-
mer US president Donald Trump, to return. On 
Wednesday, it emerged that Twitter has also 
stopped enforcing a rule preventing users from 
sharing misleading information about Covid-19 
and vaccine effectiveness. 

Such moves represent red flags for Brussels, 
anxious to know whether a large and influential 
platform like Twitter will fall into line with the 
DSA. “I am pleased to hear that he has read it 
carefully and considers it as a sensible approach 
to implement on a worldwide basis,” Breton said 
in his online statement. But he followed up with 
five Mastodon posts laying out the checklist for 
platforms to meet DSA rules. 

These include reinforced content moderation, 
measures to tackle disinformation, transparent 
rules against the manipulation of social media 
content and a limit on targeted advertising. Finally, 
it warns Silicon Valley giants to be prepared for a 
European audit of their procedures. —AFP

With its sleek design, the Tesla electric semi has been highly anticipated since Musk unveiled a prototype in 2017, but 
the launch of full-scale production has been delayed well past the initial 2019 expectation. —AFP

German gas giant  
takes Gazprom to  
court over halts 

 
BERLIN: German energy giant Uniper said 
Wednesday it was taking Gazprom to an interna-
tional tribunal over the Russian company’s failure 
to deliver gas, saying it has so far cost them €11.6 
billion ($12 billion). 

After Moscow invaded Ukraine, Gazprom 
steadily dwindled pipeline supplies to Germany in 
apparent retaliation for Western sanctions on 
Russia, sending energy prices soaring. Germany’s 
biggest gas importer, Uniper was left facing bank-
ruptcy, prompting the government to announce it 
would nationalize the firm over fears its failure 
could send shockwaves through Europe’s top 
economy. 

The German company said it had begun legal 
action against Gazprom at a tribunal in Stockholm, 
claiming damages over gas that had not been deliv-
ered since June. “It is about gas volumes that were 
contractually agreed with Gazprom but not deliv-
ered and for which we had to procure replace-
ments at extremely high market prices and still 
have to do so,” CEO Klaus-Dieter Maubach said in 
a statement. 

Uniper has been forced to buy replacement gas 
at higher costs, which it said had so far cost €11.6 
billion, with the figure set to continue growing until 
the end of 2024. 

“We incurred these costs, but they are not our 
responsibility,” added Maubach. Gazprom confirmed 
Uniper had launched legal action, adding that it 
“does not recognize the breach of contracts and the 
legitimacy of the claims for damages”, according to a 
statement carried by Russian news agencies. 

Earlier this month, Uniper reported a €40-bil-
lion net loss for the first nine months of the year, 
one of the biggest losses in German corporate 

history. As part of the rescue deal, the government 
initially said it would pump €eight billion into 
Uniper. But last week, the company said Berlin 
would need to spend an additional €25 billion to 
stave off the firm’s collapse. 

The government will finance the rescue out of a 
€200-billion fund designed to cushion the impact 
of the energy crisis on households and businesses. 
Uniper will ask shareholders to formally approve 
the deal on December 19.  —AFP

BEC opens doors  
63rd branch  
in Kuwait  

 
KUWAIT: Bahrain Exchange Company WLL 
(BEC), one of Kuwait’s leading worldwide 
money transfer and foreign exchange compa-
nies, has announced on Thursday the opening 
of its 63rd retail outlet and 5th in Salmiya. 
Situated in Naser Al-Bader Street, Block 12, 
will be open for business from Saturday to 
Friday, 9am - 9pm.  

The branch will cater to many locals and 
expatriates in the area who require money 
transfer and currency exchange services. 
Customers will be offered great rates on cur-
rency exchange and BEC’s full suite of money 
transfer services, including Cash Pick-up and 
Credit  to Account through EzRemit , 

MoneyGram and Transfast. The branch was 
inaugurated by CEO of BEC Mathews 
Varughese. Commenting on the new branch 
Mathews Varughese said, “Part of our business 
strategy is to open convenient and accessible 
branch locations and to take BEC closer to our 
customers. As Salmiya is highly populated with 
expatriates living and working there, we felt it 
was ideal to open our 5th branch to meet the 
needs of customers.”  

BEC currently has 63 branches conveniently 
located across Kuwait and specialises in send-
ing money around the globe safely and quickly 
to over 46,000 locations in 30 countries 
through its own money transfer product - 
EzRemit. Its global reach is extended to over 
200 countries and territories through its part-
nership with MoneyGram an international 
remittance company. BEC also has its own 
online money transfer service, BEC Online, 
allowing customers to send money fast, safe 
and securely from the comfort of their own 
home or office or on the go through BEC App.

China has room  
to adjust COVID  
policy: IMF 

 
WASHINGTON: China has room 
to adjust its strict zero-COVID poli-
cy, the IMF said Wednesday, while 
underlining that the country’s tough 
virus restrictions have been espe-
cial ly hard on its people. 
Demonstrations against the meas-
ures have erupted across major 
Chinese cities in recent days, in a 
rare outpouring of public frustration 
not seen since pro-democracy ral-
l ies in 1989 were crushed with 
deadly force. 

“COVID and COVID-related 
restrictions are hard on people... 
This has been the case everywhere, 
and even more so in China,” an IMF 
spokesperson told AFP in an 
emailed statement. Almost three 
years into the pandemic, China still 

deploys strict virus containment 
policies including snap lockdowns 
of entire neighborhoods and cities 
to stamp out flare-ups, with the 
measures taking a heavy toll on 
consumers and businesses. 

While authorities have made poli-
cies more targeted, “there is scope 
for further gradual, safe recalibra-
tion,” the Washington-based fund 
said. The IMF spokesperson added 
that control measures after out-
breaks, including major business hub 
Shanghai which was sealed off for 
months this year, weighed on 
domestic economic activity. 

The zero-COVID policies have 
also had spillover effects outside 
China, interrupting regional and 
global supply chains. With the coun-
try’s economy only “partially recov-
ered so far,” an adjustment of its 
current policy could help growth 
pick up in 2023 and support the 
global economy at a difficult time, 
the IMF said. On Tuesday, IMF man-
aging director Kristalina Georgieva 

warned it might have to slash growth 
forecasts for China, saying this is a 
time of “high uncertainty.” 

In October, the IMF cut its pro-
jection for the country’s economic 
growth to 3.2 percent this year. 
Georgieva added on Tuesday that 
Beijing is looking into its zero-

COVID approach “with a perspec-
tive to shift to more targeted 
response.” For now, China continues 
to see clashes between police and 
protesters as a wave of demonstra-
tions sparked by COVID-lockdowns 
expand into demands for greater 
freedoms. —AFP

Women wearing face masks wait in line to get their routine COVID-19 throat swab 
tests at a coronavirus testing site in Beijing. —AFP
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Surrounded by deer and antelopes,
Ghevar Ram caressed an injured
fawn at a rescue centre run by

India’s Bishnoi community, who have
been fighting to protect the environment
for more than 500 years. Ram, a mem-
ber of the Hindu sect, has devoted his
life to animals, bringing those in distress
to the centre and taking care of them
until they are fit enough to be released
back into the wild. “I treat animals like
my own children. This is what we are
taught since our childhood,” Ram, 45,
told AFP as he bottle-fed the fawn ahead
of the UN Biodiversity Conference in
Montreal next week.

The Bishnois are India’s original eco-
warriors, willing to sacrifice themselves to
protect animals and trees. The sect,
established in the 15th century by Guru
Jambheshwar and which now claims
about 1.5 million members, believes in
the sanctity of all life, shunning meat and
avoiding felling living trees. Spread most-
ly in hamlets across Rajasthan, the com-
munity draws inspiration from Amrita
Devi, a Bishnoi woman killed in 1730
while trying to protect a khejari-now the
state tree.

According to legend, a local king in the
desert state sent his men to cut wood to
fuel cement lime kilns to build his palace.

Devi rushed out of her home in a
Bishnoi village to block them, clasping a

tree trunk to protect it. “Despite her pleas,
the men did not stop. She then hugged a
tree, but the king’s men showed no mer-
cy and chopped down the tree along with
her head,” said Sukhdev Godara, a
retired schoolteacher, his eyes glistening
with emotion. Her last words were record-
ed as: “A chopped head is cheaper than
a felled tree.” Other Bishnoi villagers-
beginning with Devi’s three daughters-fol-
lowed suit, hugging the trees as they
were decapitated. In all, 363 Bishnoi
men, women, and children were killed,
their sacrifice now commemorated with a
monument in the village inscribed with
each of their names and topped with a

statue of Amrita Devi.

‘In harmony with nature’ 
The martyr is now a hero for the likes

of Sita Devi, who fuels her cooking fire
with cow dung cakes rather than firewood
to feed her strictly vegetarian family. A
mother of seven, she also once breastfed
an orphaned antelope fawn. “I was work-
ing in the fields when I saw a fawn being
attacked by feral dogs. I rescued the
fawn and brought it home,” she said,
dressed in a traditional long pink skirt and
sparkling gold jewelry. “I fed the fawn my
own milk, and once he regained strength,
I released it in the wild,” she recalled with

pride. Although a subsect of Hinduism,
the Bishnoi do not cremate their dead
because that would mean cutting down
trees to fuel the fire.

“Our guru taught us to bury our dead
instead,” said schoolteacher Godara.
Bishnoi men are mostly farmers and
patrol the land to make sure no animal is
harmed or hunted down. Advocate
Rampal Bhawad co-founded the Bishnoi
Tiger Force, an environmental campaign
group and anti-poaching vigilante organi-
zation, after Bollywood superstar Salman
Khan shot dead two black bucks while
filming a movie in Rajasthan in 1998. The
community followed the case assiduously

for 20 years until Khan was sentenced to
five years in jail by a local court for violat-
ing the Wildlife Protection Act. The penal-
ty was later suspended on appeal, but
not before Khan had spent several days
in prison.

“We file police complaints and pursue
cases till the guilty are punished,”
Bhawad told AFP. In a world fighting the
insidious effects of climate change, he
said, “we should plant more and more
trees. “We should live in harmony with
nature and be kind towards all living
beings.”— AFP

Christine McVie
of Fleetwood Mac
dead at 79
Christine McVie, the English hit-

maker and keyboardist who found
fame in the 1970s as a member

of Fleetwood Mac, died Wednesday, the
band and her family said. She was 79
years old. A family statement posted on
McVie’s social media said the artist died
“peacefully” while hospitalized “following
a short illness.”

In a separate statement from
Fleetwood Mac, the legendary band
called McVie-who joined the group
behind “Rumors” in 1970 and penned a
number of their hits-”truly one-of-a-kind,
special and talented beyond measure.”

“She was the best musician anyone
could have in their band and the best
friend anyone could have in their life,”
the statement continued. “She will be so
very missed.”

Born Christine Anne Perfect on July
12, 1943 in England, the artist studying
sculpture fell in with musicians in
Britain’s blues scene and her nascent
career in rock began. In 1967 she joined
the blues band Chicken Shack, which
routinely came across Fleetwood Mac,
and played piano as a session musician
on a number of Peter Green’s songs off
the latter band’s second album “Mr
Wonderful.”

She married member and bassist
John McVie in 1968, and joined the
group officially in 1970, becoming a
mainstay member as a lyricist, lead
vocalist and keyboardist. When the
group went stateside and added mem-
bers Stevie Nicks and Lindsey
Buckingham, McVie penned a number
of hit songs off their 1975 self-titled
album, including “Over My Head” and
“Say You Love Me.”

Her biggest hit was “Don’t Stop,” off
the seminal “Rumors” album, which also
included her songs “Songbird” and “You
Make Loving Fun,” a track about her
affair with the band’s lighting director.
The McVies divorced by the end of the
tour-a closing chapter to one of many of
Fleetwood’s well-known, tumultuous
love stories that inspired their hit music.

Despite its ever-changing lineup and
juicy internal drama, Fleetwood Mac is
one of the most popular and influential
bands of the 1970s and 1980s. McVie
was inducted alongside fellow band
members into the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame in 1998.— AFP

Archeologists 
find ancient
Peruvian fresco,
lost for a century

Archeologists have rediscovered a
pre-Hispanic fresco depicting
mythological scenes in northern

Peru that they had only seen in black
and white photographs that were more
than a century old. “It’s an exceptional
discovery, first of all, because it is rare
to unearth wall paintings of such quality
in pre-Columbian archeology,” said Sam
Ghavami, the Swiss archeologist who
led excavations that uncovered the
mural in October.

Ghavami spent four years looking for
the rock painting, which he believes
could be around 1,000 years old, with a
team of Peruvian students. “The compo-
sition of this painting is unique in the
history of mural art in pre-Hispanic
Peru,” added the archaeologist, who
trained at the University of Fribourg in
Switzerland.

The fresco forms part of the Huaca
Pintada temple, which belonged to the
Moche civil ization that f lourished
between the 1st and 8th centuries, and
venerated the Moon, the rain, iguanas,
and spiders. The uncovered mural is
about 30 meters (98 feet) long, and its
images in blue, brown, red, white, and
mustard yellow paint remain exception-
ally well preserved.

In one section, a procession of war-
riors can be seen heading toward a bird-
like deity. The painted images “appear
to be inspired by the idea of a sacred
hierarchy built around a cult of ances-
tors and their intimate links with the
forces of nature,” said Ghavami.

He told AFP that deciphering the

mural’s message would form part of his
research, but he believes it “could be
interpreted as a metaphorical image of
the political and religious order of the
region’s ancient inhabitants.” The dis-
covery is also unusual in that it shows a
mixture of styles and elements of two
pre-Incan cultures: the Moche and the
Lambayeque, who lived on Peru’s north
coast between 900 and 1350 AD.

Forgotten by scientists 
The mural’s existence was only

known via black and white photos taken
in 1916 by the German ethnologist Hans
Heinrich Bruning, who lived in Peru for
many years. However, treasure hunters
destroyed a wall as they tried to loot the
site, and “it was forgotten by the scien-
tific community,” said Ghavami. On top
of that, no one even knew about the
photos Bruning had taken until they

were found in 1978.
“Since then, archeologists have

known about Huaca Pintada, but no one
came to excavate the site because they
thought they would find nothing there.”
As the years went on, thick foliage took
over. The fresco piqued Ghavami’s
interest as he worked on his doctoral
thesis on cultural transitions such as
that between the Moche and
Lambayeque civilizations. However, first
he had a long battle to obtain permis-
sion from the family that owns the land
where the mural was found. “It took me
two years for them to let me dig and I
had to try different ways to resolve the
situation with the support of a shaman
who works with the spirit of the shrine,”
said Ghavami.— AFP 

In this file photo (from left) former US president Bill Clinton, Stevie Nicks, Lindsey
Buckingham, Christine McVie, Mick Fleetwood, John McVie and Recording Academy president
Neil Partnow pose on stage at the 2018 MusiCares Person Of The Year gala at Radio City Music
Hall in New York. — AFP photos An archeologist uncovering a pre-Hispanic wall painting with mythological scenes uncovered. 

An undated picture shows roots protruding into the detail of a pre-Hispanic wall painting with
mythological scenes uncovered near the Lambayeque town of Illimo in northern Peru, after
decades it was considered lost by archaeologists.-AFP photos

Ghevar Ram, a member of the Bishnoi community, bottle
feeds milk to a fawn at an animal rescue centre in
Khejarli village, some 30 kms from Jodhpur in the north-
ern Indian state of Rajasthan. — AFP photos

Men from the Bishnoi community stand in an under construction memorial of Amrita Devi, who
sacrificed her life along with 363 others for the protection of the khejari tree, in Khejri village.

Mahant Shankar Das Maharaj, a temple priest from the Bishnoi community, explains the story
depicted in a painting inside a temple in Khejri village.

Sita Devi, a member of the Bishnoi community, cooks
using cow dung at her home in Khejarli village.

Sita Devi, a member of the Bishnoi community, makes
cow dung cakes to be used as a fuel for cooking.

A man from the Bishnoi community pours water for his
cattle at his residence in Bhawad village.

Picture shows the detail in a pre-Hispanic
wall painting with mythological scenes.

In this file photo honoree Christine McVie of
music group Fleetwood Mac performs
onstage during MusiCares Person of the Year
honoring Fleetwood Mac at Radio City Music
Hall in New York City.
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T
he French baguette - “250 grams of
magic and perfection,” in the words
of President Emmanuel Macron,

and one of the abiding symbols of the
nation - was given UNESCO heritage sta-
tus on Wednesday. The bread sticks, with
their crusty exterior and soft middle, have
remained a quintessential part of French
life long after other stereotypes like
berets and strings of garlic have fallen by
the wayside.

The UN agency granted “intangible
cultural heritage status” to the tradition of
making the baguette and the lifestyle that
surrounds them. More than six billion are
baked every year in France, according to
the National Federation of French
Bakeries-but the UNESCO status comes
at a challenging time for the industry.

France has been losing some 400 arti-
sanal bakeries per year since 1970, from

55,000 (one per 790 residents) to 35,000
today (one per 2,000). The decline is due
to the spread of industrial bakeries and
out-of-town supermarkets in rural areas,
while urbanites increasingly opt for sour-
dough, and swap their ham baguettes for
burgers.

Honeycomb and cream 
Still, it remains an entirely common

sight to see people with a couple of sticks

under their arm, ritually chewing off the
warm end as they leave the bakery, or
“boulangerie”. There are national compe-
titions, during which the candidates are
sliced down the middle to allow judges to
evaluate the regularity of their honey-
comb texture as well as the the colour of
the interior, which should be cream. But
despite being a seemingly immortal fix-
ture in French life, the baguette only offi-

cially got its name in 1920, when a new
law specified its minimum weight (80
grams) and maximum length (40 cen-
timeters).

“Initially, the baguette was considered
a luxury product. The working classes ate
rustic breads that kept better,” said Loic
Bienassis, of the European Institute of
Food History and Cultures, who helped
prepare the UNESCO dossier. “Then
consumption became widespread, and
the countryside was won over by
baguettes in the 1960s and 70s,” he said.
Its earlier history is rather uncertain.

Some say long loaves were already
common in the 18th century; others that
it took the introduction of steam ovens
by Austrian baker August Zang in the
1830s for its modern incarnation to take
shape. One popular tale is that
Napoleon ordered bread to be made in
thin sticks that could be more easily car-
ried by soldiers.

Another links baguettes to the con-
struction of the Paris metro in the late
19th century, and the idea that baguettes
were easier to tear up and share, avoid-
ing arguments between the workers and
the need for knives. France submitted its
request to UNESCO in early 2021, with
baguettes chosen over the zinc roofs of
Paris and a wine festival in Arbois.

“It is a recognition for the community of
artisanal bakers and patisserie chefs,”
said Dominique Anract, president of bak-
eries federation in a statement. “The
baguette is flour, water, salt and yeast-and
the savoir-faire of the artisan.” — AFP

Let them eat
bread: The origins
of the baguette

I
t is as much a part of French culture
as the Eiffel Tower or Edith Piaf but
the origins of the humble baguette,

which UNESCO on Wednesday added
to its List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage, remain a mystery. Here are
some of the more popular theories:

Napoleon’s bread of war 
The oldest tale has the baguette

being kneaded by bakers in
Napoleon’s army. Less bulky than a
traditional loaf, the long slim shape of
the baguette made it faster to bake in
brick ovens hastily erected on the bat-
tlefield. France’s most famous man of
war was preoccupied with getting his
men their daily bread.

During his Russian campaign in
1812, he toured the ovens daily to
sample the day’s offering and ensure
the crusty batons were being distrib-
uted regularly, according to historian
Philippe de Segur. He also had
portable bread mills sent to occupied
Moscow, but the setbacks suffered by
the Grande Armee in one of the dead-
liest military campaigns in history end-
ed his bid to export the doughy staple.

The Viennese connection 
Another theory has the baguette

starting out in a Viennese bakery in
central Paris in the late 1830s. Artillery
officer and entrepreneur August Zang
brought Austria’s culinary savoir-faire
to Paris in the form of the oval-shaped
bread that were standard in his country
at the time. According to the
Compagnonnage des boulangers et
des patissiers, the French bakers’ net-
work, Zang decided to make the loaves
longer to make them easier for the
city’s breadwomen to pluck from the
big carts they pushed through the city’s
streets.

Breaking bread 
Another theory has the baguette

being born at the same time as the
metro for the 1900 Paris Exposition.
People from across France came to
work on the underground and fights
would often break out on site between
laborers armed with knives, which they
used to slice big round loaves of bread
for lunch. According to the herodote.net
history site, to avoid bloodshed, one
engineer had the idea of ordering
longer loaves that could be broken by
hand.

Early rising 
In 1919, a new law aimed to

improve the lives of bakers by banning
them from working from 10 pm to 4 am.
The reform gave them less time to pre-
pare the traditional sourdough loaf for
the morning, marked the widespread
transition to what was called at the time
the yeast-based “flute”, which rose
faster and was out of the oven in under
half an hour. Standardized at 80 cen-
timeters (30 inches) and 250 grams
(eight ounces) with a fixed price until
1986, the baguette was initially the
mainstay of wealthy metropolitans, but
after World War II became the emblem
of all French people. — AFP

U
NESCO on Thursday added
Tunisia’s spicy national condiment
Harissa to its list of intangible cul-

tural heritage, saying it was part of the
North African country’s identity. The
United Nations’ cultural agency is meet-
ing in Morocco to examine proposals for
its list of Intangible Cultural Heritage,
which aims to protect cultural traditions,
practices and knowledge. “Just inscribed
on the #IntangibleHeritage List: Harissa,
knowledge, skills and culinary and social
practices,” it tweeted on Thursday.

Harissa is a paste made with sun-
dried hot peppers, freshly prepared
spices and olive oil, which preserves it
and slightly reduces its spiciness. It is
found in almost every restaurant in
Tunisia and also exported worldwide.
Tunisia’s application for the status notes
that Harissa is “an integral part of domes-
tic provisions and the daily culinary and
food traditions of Tunisian society”, usual-
ly prepared in a family or community set-
ting. “Harissa is used as a condiment, an
ingredient, and even a dish in its own

right, and is well-known throughout
Tunisia, where it is consumed and pro-
duced, particularly in the regions where
chilli peppers are grown,” it said.

“It is perceived as an identifying ele-
ment of national culinary heritage, and a

factor of social cohesion.” The 2003
Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage aims to safe-
guard and raise awareness about the
“intangible cultural heritage of the com-
munities, groups and individuals con-

cerned”. UNESCO stresses that the list
honors traditions, practices and knowl-
edge and all such forms of culture that
are “human treasures” that must be pro-
tected. On Wednesday the organization
also recognized French baguettes,

adding them to more than 530 items on
the list. — AFP

Tunisian Harissa is displayed at the central market of the capital Tunis. — AFP photos A shopkeeper scoops Tunisian Harissa to serve customers at the central market of the
capital Tunis. 

This file photograph shows French baguettes during the traditional Paris’ baguette Grand
Prize in Paris. — AFP photos

This file shows baguette breads on display at a bakery in Caen, western France, as bread
prices in France increase due to higher wheat prices.

In this file photo French supporters pose while holding baguettes prior to the World Cup
2006 semi final football game Portugal vs France, at Munich stadium. 

In this file photo taken on October 18, 1948, three Paris city councilors (from left to right) Viguier, Franchet, chairman of the refueling
commission, and Feron, vice-chairman, distribute baguette bread, free of charge and without tickets, to customers of a bakery on
Boulevard Diderot in Paris, closed by order of the Prefecture of Police of Paris, for having respected the union instruction to collect the
bread cards at the beginning of each month.

In this file photo taken on August 27, 1944, shows Parisians buying bread after years of
living of on rations.

In this file photo taken on December 28,
2012, a seller carries baguette breads on
his head in a market of Bangui.

In this file photo taken on November 24,
1949, a little boy buys baguette bread, as
Parisians stock up on bread for two days
in preparation for the general bakers’
strike in Paris. 
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With his long dreadlocks and
slouchy beanie, Abdallah Ahmed
has always known his choice of

lifestyle means trouble in Sudan, where
long-oppressed Rastafarians say they are
being targeted anew. Ahmed, 31, has for
years been enamored of the Rastafari tra-
dition which emerged in Jamaica last cen-
tury and for him represents “telling the
truth, being courageous, fighting for
rights”.

The number of Rastafarians in Sudan
is unknown, and the community had
largely lived underground under the auto-
cratic rule of Omar Al-Bashir, who was
ousted in April 2019 following mass
protests against his regime. “We were
very enthused after Bashir’s fall,” said
Ahmed, a long-time Bob Marley fan also
known as “Maxman”, at an art exhibition
where he performed reggae music with
his band.

“Musicians and artists flourished,” said
Ahmed, donning brightly colored head
and wrist bands. But a brief whiff of free-
dom did not last as a post-Bashir transi-
tion to civilian rule was upended last year
when army chief Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan
led a military coup. Rastafarianism con-
siders former Ethiopian emperor Haile
Selassie to be its Messiah, but like many
followers in Sudan, Ahmed told AFP that
he saw it “not as a religion”.

“It’s a lifestyle, and it’s me.” Under
Bashir, community members were regu-
larly harassed, had their heads shaved
and faced persecution under stringent
public order laws restricting how people
dress or behave in public. Ahmed said he
had been arrested for drug possession in
2017 while performing music in public,
and was flogged 20 times.

Followers of the Rastafari tradition
have always been “easy targets” for secu-

rity forces due to their looks, said Ahmed,
who was also frisked by security person-
nel during a Khartoum protest in
November and faced charges of “causing
public disturbance”. “It, however, never
stopped us from growing our hair,” he
added. “Some of us died while holding on
to their personal lifestyle.”

‘Rasta never dies’ 
The killings of several Sudanese

Rastafarians in mass anti-coup demon-
strations since Burhan’s takeover last
year have given rise to a popular protest
slogan: “The Rasta never dies”. At least
121 people have been killed in the crack-
down on protests since the October 2021
coup, according to pro-democracy
medics. Noting the “peacefulness and
spontaneity” of the demonstrations, 35-
year-old film-maker Afraa Saad told AFP
“this made us believe they were being

especially targeted”. “I believe the slogan
emerged to say that their good reputation
will last.”

As a woman, Saad said, she has faced
greater scrutiny than male Rastafarians
since she first embraced the tradition dur-
ing the height of the anti-Bashir demon-
strations. “The most persistent objection
is: why would a girl wear dreadlocks when
there are other more acceptable hair-
styles,” she said, noting a “prevalent
stereotype” tying dreadlocks with drug
use and “unbecoming behavior”.

Saad sees her lifestyle choice as part
of Sudanese women’s uphill battle against
strict policing of social mores since the
Bashir regime. Women were at the fore-
front of the mass protests against the

longtime autocrat’s rule, voicing their
anger at decades of discrimination that
severely restricted their role in society.

“I simply don’t heed to this,” Saad said.
“This is my identity and it’s who I am.” For
some in Sudan, wearing dreadlocks, lis-
tening to reggae music or having a Rasta-
like lifestyle is merely an act of defiance.
Saleh Abdalla, 26, who wears his hair in
short dreadlocks, said it was his way of
protesting the October 2021 military coup.
“We are refusing all violations that take
place on behalf of authorities,” he told
AFP during one anti-coup demonstration
in the capital Khartoum last month. “I will
keep the Rasta (dreadlocks) until the
regime falls.”— AFP

Netflix on Thursday unveiled a long-
awaited trailer for a six-part
docuseries in which Prince Harry

and wife Meghan lift the lid on their lives in
the royal family. Omid Scobie, a close
friend and biographer of the couple, tweet-
ed that the series would be aired on
December 8, adding it will share “the other
side of their love story and the challenges
they faced”. The announcement coincides
with Harry’s elder brother William’s first trip
to the United States as Prince of Wales
and another race row within the family
back home.

William-the heir to the throne-has been
forced to part ways with one of his god-
mothers after she used racially charged
language to a black British woman at a
palace reception on Tuesday. Harry and
Meghan, a mixed-race former television
actress, cited racism in the royal household
as one of the reasons for their acrimonious
departure almost three years ago.

Royal insiders described William’s visit
to Boston to present his annual climate
change awards to innovators on Friday as
his “Superbowl moment”. But Scobie
tweeted that “if tomorrow is Prince
William’s Super Bowl, then here’s your
Halftime Show” as he shared the trailer.

“With commentary from friends, family, and
historians discussing the state of the British
Commonwealth today (and the Royal
Family’s relationship with the press), the

Netflix series aims to ‘paint a picture of our
world and how we treat each other’,” he
added. The family will be braced for more
revelations from the docuseries and
Harry’s autobiography “Spare”, which is
due out in January.—AFP

Sudanese visit a Rastafari art exhibition in Sudan’s capital Khartoum. Sudanese visit a Rastafari art exhibition in Sudan’s capital Khartoum.

New York,
Singapore top 
‘world’s costliest
city’ survey
New York and Singapore are jointly

the world’s most expensive cities
after inflation soared this year, an

annual survey showed Thursday. The sur-
vey revealed “the soaring cost of living in
the world’s biggest cities as the war in
Ukraine and continuing pandemic restric-
tions disrupt supply chains, particularly for
energy and food”. New York hit the top
spot for the first time, while Damascus and
Tripoli remained the cheapest cities.
Prices rocketed by an average 8.1 percent
in the 172 major cities covered by the EIU
survey, conducted between August and
September.

The survey “also shows the impact of
the strong US dollar on our city rankings”,
it noted. A total of 50,000 worldwide prices
were converted into dollars. The US cur-
rency has jumped this year as the Federal
Reserve hikes interest rates by large
amounts to try and tame decades-high
inflation. In addition to New York, Los

Angeles and San Francisco moved into
the top ten. The biggest upward movers
were Moscow and St Petersburg, “which
shot up by 88 and 70 places respectively
as prices soared amid Western sanctions
and buoyant energy markets supported
the rouble”.

Upasana Dutt, who headed the
research, said “the war in Ukraine,
Western sanctions on Russia and China’s
zero-COVID policies have caused supply-
chain problems that, combined with rising

interest rates and exchange-rate shifts,
have resulted in a cost-of-living crisis
across the world.” “We can clearly see the
impact in this year’s index, with the aver-
age price rise across the 172 cities in our
survey being the strongest we’ve seen in
the 20 years for which we have digital
data,” she added. — AFP 

Britain’s Meghan, Duchess of Sussex (left) and
Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, attend
the annual One Young World Summit at
Bridgewater Hall in Manchester, north-west
England.-AFP 

Sudanese visit a Rastafari art exhibition in Sudan’s capital Kahrtoum. Sudanese visit a Rastafari art exhibition in Sudan’s capital Kahrtoum.

Afraa Saad, a 35-year-old Sudanese filmmak-
er, plays with her hair during an interview in
the capital Khartoum.— AFP photos 

Sudanese Rastafari Ahmed, 31, also known as
Max Man, talks during an interview at an art
exhibition in Sudan’s capital Khartoum.

Sudanese Rastafari Ahmed, 31, also know as Max Man, performs reggae music with his band at
an art exhibition in Sudan’s capital Khartoum.

Sudanese visit a Rastafari art exhibition in
Sudan’s capital Khartoum. 
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Celtics overwhelm Heat;  
Booker dominates Bulls

Tatum puts up a season-high 49 points
MIAMI: Jayson Tatum put up a season-high 49 
points as the Eastern Conference-leading Boston 
Celtics enjoyed a 134-121 win over the Miami 
Heat on Wednesday. With the victory, in front of 
the watching British royals Prince William and his 
wife Kate, the Celtics extended their home win-
ning streak to ten games. It was Tatum’s ninth 30-
point game in November, tying his personal best 
month — only Larry Bird has produced more 30-
point games in a calendar month for the storied 
Boston team. 

Tatum, who received chants of “MVP” whenev-
er he went to the free-throw line, shot 15 of 25 
from the floor, made eight of his 12 three-point 
attempts, as well as 11 of 12 free throws. He also 
collected 11 rebounds. The 24-year-old set the 
tone of Boston’s dominance from the outset, scor-
ing six points in the opening minute and putting 
28 points on the board by half-time. The Heat 
tried to keep pace with their free-scoring oppo-
nents, with Max Strus and Bam Adebayo scoring 
23 points each. Adebayo was ejected in the final 
moments after two technical fouls. 

The fifth straight win for the Celtics (18-4) 
came in what was a rematch of last season’s 
Eastern Conference final and although Miami 
were without their star forward Jimmy Butler, 
Tatum felt it was a significant result. “This is good 
test, it is a team we have been competing against 
for the last couple of years and regardless of who 
is in, or out, we know we are going to get their 
best,” he said. Devin Booker produced a blistering 
51 points before the end of the third quarter as 
Western Conference leaders the Phoenix Suns 
beat the Chicago Bulls 132-113. 

Booker reached his tally in less than 31 min-
utes on court with 20 of 25 from the field and 6 
of 7 three-point attempts. “You hate to say 
classic Book, because you almost take it for 
granted ,”  sa id  Suns  head  coach  Monty 
Williams. “It certainly was a special night and 
to do it in 30 minutes, it’s just one of those 
moments that you just sit and watch a guy get 
hot,” he added. Deandre Ayton helped out with 
30 points and 15 rebounds, his seventh straight 
double-double in what was a sixth straight win 
for Phoenix. 

The Denver Nuggets kept on the tails of the 
Suns at the top of the West thanks to a 120-100 
win over the Houston Rockets with Jamal Murray 
scoring 26 points. The Utah Jazz ended their five-
game losing streak with a 125-112 win over the 
Los Angeles Clippers in Salt Lake City. Jordan 
Clarkson had a season-high 33 points for the Jazz 
while John Wall had 26 points off the bench for 
the Clippers. Giannis Antetokounmpo made 37 
points, 13 rebounds and seven assists as the 
Milwaukee Bucks defeated the New York Knicks 
109-103. 

Kevin Durant had 39 points in the Brooklyn 
Nets’ 113-107 win over the Washington Wizards 
with his 351st career 30-point game taking him 
past Jerry West as the eighth most in NBA history. 
Durant followed up his season-high 45 points in 
Monday’s win over Orlando with another fine dis-
play, as Brooklyn condemned the Wizards to their 
fourth loss in five games. The Cleveland Cavaliers 
crushed the Philadelphia 76ers 113-85 with Caris 
LeVert scoring 22 points, while Darius Garland 
had 21 points and nine assists. 

The Atlanta Hawks ended a three-game losing 
streak as they beat the Orlando Magic 125-109, 
with Trae Young putting up 30 points. The defeat 
was the sixth straight loss for the Magic, despite 
the return from injury of Markelle Fultz and Cole 
Anthony. Franz Wagner top scored with 22 points 

for Orlando. Zion Williams had 33 points and Trey 
Murphy 26 as the New Orleans Pelicans beat the 
Toronto Raptors 126-108. The Pelicans had led by 
31 points in the third quarter before Toronto 
closed the gap. Gary Trent Jr scored 35 points for 
the Raptors. —AFP

BOSTON: Haywood Highsmith #24 of the Miami Heat and Kyle Lowry #7 try to stop Jayson Tatum #0 of the Boston Celtics 
during the second half at TD Garden on November 30, 2022 in Boston. —AFP

 

Real, Barca refuse  
to attend ‘illegal’  
Dubai meeting 

 
MADRID: Barcelona and Real Madrid on 
Wednesday united in their opposition to 
attending a La Liga meeting scheduled to be 
held in Dubai, deeming the gathering “illegal”. 
The Spanish top flight’s general assembly is 
planned for Dubai on December 7 but will 
now take place without the country’s two sto-
ried clubs. 

Real “will not send any representative to 
Dubai” while the Catalan club also said they 
“will not attend” in statements issued simulta-
neously on Wednesday. Madrid said it was 
“illegal” to summon the clubs “more than 
5,000km from the headquarters of La Liga” 
and that it was “completely inappropriate and 
deeply inconsistent for La Liga to carry out 
such financial expenditure”. 

Barca insisted the meeting “could take 
place at the headquarters of La Liga”. The 
regulatory changes that will be discussed in 
the UAE “require greater prior debate, a more 
in-depth and participatory analysis,” they 
added. Real and Barca have been at logger-
heads with La Liga in recent times. Along 
with Italian giants Juventus, they still have not 
abandoned hope of shaping a European 
Super League project despite the controver-
sial plans being quickly dropped in April last 
year. —AFP

England put  
Pakistan to the  
sword in first Test 

 
RAWALPINDI: Four England batsmen scored hun-
dreds Thursday as the visitors piled up a record 
506-4 on the opening day of the first Test against 
Pakistan in Rawalpindi. Openers Zak Crawley (122) 
and Ben Duckett (107) set the tone with quick-fire 
tons against a hapless Pakistan bowling attack before 
Ollie Pope (108)and Harry Brook (101 not out) com-
pounded their misery. Ben Stokes was also not out, 
on 34, when bad light stopped play, having helped 
England break a 112-year-old record for the most 
runs on the first day of a Test-beating Australia’s 
494-6 against South Africa at Sydney. 

After winning the toss England went straight into 
“Bazball” mode, the brand of freewheeling, aggres-
sive batting taken from the nickname of head coach 
Brendon McCullum. England’s fiery batting-with 73 
boundaries and three sixes-lifted the gloom over the 
start, which hung in the balance Wednesday after 
several of the tourists came down with a mystery 
virus. As if the punishment from the top three wasn’t 
enough, Brook-playing only his second Test-cracked 
six consecutive boundaries off one over from debu-
tant spinner Saud Shakeel. 

He is only the fourth batsman to score six consec-
utive boundaries in a Test, following West Indians 
Chris Gayle and Ramnaresh Sarwan, and Sri Lanka’s 
Sanath Jayasuriya. Brook reached his maiden century 
off just 80 balls, capping a highly entertaining day for 

a crowd of 6,000 that included around 150 “Barmy 
Army” fans. Brook added 176 for the fourth wicket 
with Pope, who fell to pacer Mohammad Ali. Pakistan 
had briefly fought back in the second session when 
they dismissed Duckett, Crawley and Joe Root (23) in 
the space of 53 runs, but that was shortlived. 

Debutant leg-spinner Zahid Mahmood was the 
most successful Pakistan bowler with 2-160 on a 
pitch similar to the one used against Australia earlier 
this year. That pitch was declared “below average” 
by the match referee after it yielded 1,187 runs for 
the loss of just 14 wickets over five days. Duckett, 
who hit his maiden hundred after being recalled to 
the Test side following an absence of six years, was 
the first to go when he missed a reverse sweep off 
Mahmood and was trapped leg-before. 

West Indian umpire Joel Wilson initially ruled it 
not out, only to change his decision on Pakistan’s 
review. Duckett, who hit 15 boundaries, put on 233 
for the first wicket with Crawley-an England record 
for the first wicket against Pakistan. It beat the 1962 
stand of 198 between openers Geoff Pullar and Bob 
Barber in Dhaka, then East Pakistan. Crawley was 
bowled off a sharp incoming delivery by Haris Rauf in 
the next over, the Test debutant’s first wicket. 

The lanky Crawley hit 21 boundaries in his quick-
fire 111-ball innings, his third Test hundred. Former 
skipper Root also fell leg-before to Mahmood, 
unsuccessfully challenging the decision. Crawley 
showed his intent right from the start, hitting three 
boundaries off Pakistan fast bowler Naseem Shah’s 
first over of the match, and bringing up his half-cen-
tury off just 38 balls. He could have become the first 
England batter to score a century before lunch on 
day one of a Test but was left nine short. England are 
on their first Test tour to Pakistan in 17 years. —AFP

RAWALPINDI: England’s captain Ben Stokes plays a shot 
during the first day of the first cricket Test match between 
Pakistan and England on December 1, 2022.  —AFP

Zain awards winners 
of Arab Open Padel  
Tournament 

 
KUWAIT: Zain, Kuwait’s leading digital service 
provider, joined in awarding the winners of the Arab 
Open Padel Tournament, the first padel competition 
of its kind in the region. The tournament, sponsored 
by Zain and organized by TRYSET, featured 512 pro 
and novice players from the GCC and the Arab 
world. Zain is a strong believer in shouldering the 
local youth and sports sectors.  

The company continues to support many major 
competitions and sporting events in the community, 
including this thrilling tournament that happened for 
the first time in the region. Zain joined in awarding 
the winners during the final ceremony attended by 
H.E. Ambassador of Egypt to Kuwait Osama 
Shaltout, where Egypt was crowned the champion 
of the tournament. The event continued for three 
days at Padel Time courts in Ardiya, and featured 
512 players from all GCC countries, Egypt, Tunisia, 
and Morocco.  

Teams were divided into 7 levels: professionals 
(males and females), novices (males and females), 
under 16s (males and females), and above 45s 
(males). Zain not only focuses on economic and busi-

ness activities, but also contributes significantly to 
social programs, including sports. The company has 
endless confidence in the competencies of Kuwaiti 
athletes and their capabilities in excelling in different 
fields, on both regional and international levels.  

Zain is also proud to continue supporting many 
Kuwaiti athletes who represent the nation across 
local, regional, and international arenas, and attain 

the highest accolades. Padel is a racket sport that 
witnessed great popularity recently in Kuwait and 
around the world and features a unique playstyle 
that consists of a mix of tennis and squash. The 
sport is usually played in doubles in a closed court 
with walls the ball can be played off. Zain recently 
organized two padel tournaments for its staff, with 
both achieving great success. 

Zain awarded winners in the presence of Egyptian ambassador.

Smith struggles as  
Micheluzzi leads  
Australian Open 

 
MELBOURNE: World number three Cameron Smith 
struggled on Thursday in the opening round of the 
Australian Open, falling behind course record-setting 
leader David Micheluzzi, while Grace Kim led the 
women’s tournament in Melbourne. British Open champi-
on Smith was left frustrated after a difficult day in which 
he finished one-over par with four bogeys, leaving him 
tied for 64th. Smith, who won the Australian PGA 
Championship last weekend, is playing in his first 
Australian Open in three years, and will need to improve 
at Kingston Heath on Friday to make the halfway cut. 

“I thought it was all pretty rubbish to be honest,” 
Smith said. “That’s as bad as I’ve played in a long time. 
“The course was pretty difficult, the conditions were 
pretty difficult, but still I need to be better than that.” 
Local professional Micheluzzi set the benchmark, firing 
seven-under and course record 63 to lead by three 
shots from fellow Australian Matthew Griffin. 
Micheluzzi opened his round with a bogey on the 10th, 
but then reeled off eight birdies to march four shots 
clear at one stage. 

“I know this course like the back of my hand, and I got 
the putter going too,” Micheluzzi said. “I’ve just got to do 
the same thing. Just hit it good tomorrow, shoot a decent 
score and then obviously come into the weekend, hope-
fully flopping with all the big boys.” World number 36 
Adam Scott was all over the place with seven birdies 
mixed with four bogeys and even a double-bogey in his 
one-under 71. Grace Kim equalled the women’s course 
record at Kingston Heath with a seven-under 66. 

Kim blazed five birdies in her opening five holes on 
her way to lead the women’s tournament, while Australia’s 
world number four Minjee Lee opened with a two-under 
70 to be joint ninth. Little more than 12 months after turn-
ing professional, Kim is headed for the LPGA Tour in 
2023 after earning a maiden win on the Epson Tour and 
finishing fifth on the money list. —AFP 

Kenya escapes ban  
as World Athletics  
hails govt’s pledge 

 
ROME: Kenya avoided becoming a sporting pariah 
as World Athletics president Sebastian Coe wel-
comed its government’s pledge of a financial package 
to combat doping in what he called “a long journey” 
to build trust. “The Kenyan federation and govern-

ment feel this (doping) has been a disfiguring period 
in what should have been a Herculean period for 
Kenyan athletics,” Coe said after a World Athletics 
Council meeting in Rome. “But I’m really delighted 
because all the stakeholders that matter, both domes-
tically and internationally, are now aligned to do 
everything we can to resolve this issue.” 

Following talks with Kenya’s new Sports Minister 
Ababu Namwamba, Coe said: “We made some real 
progress.” The Kenyan government pledged $25 
million (24.20 million euros) over five years to help 
finance more anti-doping personnel, increase test-
ing and investigation, bolster education pro-

grammes and also “deeper dive into entourages”. 
The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) will “work closely 
with Kenyan government to try and resolve this as 
quickly as it possibly can”. 

The east African track and field giants have 55 
athletes listed on the AIU’s global list of ineligible 
persons, last updated on November 21. A further 
eight are listed as being provisionally suspended. 
The doping problem, however, is not new. The ath-
letics powerhouse has been in the top category on 
the WADA watch list since February 2016, alongside 
only Bahrain, Belarus, Ethiopia, Morocco, Nigeria 
and Ukraine.—AFP 
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DOHA: Mexico suffered an agonizing exit from 
the World Cup on goal difference on Wednesday 
despite beating Saudi Arabia 2-1 in a dramatic 
finale to Group C. Second-half goals from Henry 
Martin and Luis Chavez secured victory for 
Mexico at Lusail Stadium but they finished third 
behind Poland after Salem Al-Dawsari’s late 
strike. Mexico desperately pushed for a third goal 
in an effort to improve their goal difference as 
they faced elimination on FIFA fair play rules but 
they fell short. 

“That’s why we went for it ,” said Mexico 
coach Gerardo Martino. “We knew Poland had 
fewer yellow cards and it was necessary in that 
moment because of the other result. “It’s a great 
sadness and I assume responsibility for this 
huge failure.” Saudi Arabia’s win over Argentina 
in their opening match was one of the greatest 
upsets in World Cup history but they crashed 
back down to earth with a 2-0 loss to Poland in 
their second game. 

Coach Herve Renard urged his players to show 
that was no flash in the pan and write themselves 
into Saudi football history by reaching the knock-
out rounds for the first time since 1994. “Before 
this game we were dreaming to do it again,” said 
Renard. “With the game we did today we didn’t 
deserve to go to the second round.” “Mexico were 
much better than us,” he added. Having failed to 
win either of their first two group games for the 
first time in 44 years, Mexico knew victory was 
essential if they were to stand a chance of reach-
ing the last 16 at an eighth successive World Cup. 

Tactical reshuffle 
Martino ditched the back five he used in the 2-0 

loss to Argentina and brought in Martin to lead the 
attack. It almost reaped immediate rewards but Saudi 
goalkeeper Mohammed Al-Owais raced out to block 
Alexis Vega after he was slipped in behind the defence 
by Hirving Lozano. Al-Owais, one of the heroes of the 
2-1 win over Argentina, tentatively palmed away a 
bouncing cross ahead of a lunging Martin and held 
weak attempts by Chavez and Orbelin Pineda. 

Mohamed Kanno whipped a free-kick just over 
for Saudi Arabia, who saw defender Ali Al-Bulayhi 
forced off with injury - adding to their mounting 
casualty list. Mexico continued to attack without 
success and Ali Al-Hassan nearly sent the bulk of 
the largely Saudi crowd wild late in the first half 
with a diving header that flashed wide of the far 
post. Chavez tested Al-Owais right after the inter-
val and Martin soon broke the deadlock as he 
turned in from close range following Cesar Montes’ 
clever flick-on at a corner. 

Mexico’s second goal arrived just five minutes 
later when Chavez sensationally curled a free-kick 
into the top corner from 30 meters. Keeping an eye 
on the score between Argentina and Poland, 
Mexico pressed relentlessly for a third goal, with 
Lozano’s effort ruled out for a tight offside. Martin 
blazed over when he had a glorious chance and 
Chavez had another free-kick turned away by Al-
Owais, who also sprawled to his right to claw out a 
drive from Lozano. Uriel Antuna then had another 
goal disallowed for offside before Al-Dawsari’s late 
strike. —AFP

Mexico suffer agonizing  
exit from the World Cup

Mexico beat Saudi Arabia, exit on goal difference 

DOHA: Mexico’s forward #20 Henry Martin (center) scores his team’s first goal past Saudi Arabia’s goalkeeper #21 
Mohammed Al-Owais during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C football match between Saudi Arabia and Mexico on 
November 30, 2022. —AFP  
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Today’s matches Argentina stun  
Poland; Messi  
misses penalty  

 
DOHA: It was billed as a clash between two of the 
greatest strikers in the world: Lionel Messi v 
Robert Lewandowski. And as Argentina beat 
Poland 2-0 to secure top spot in Group C and a 
place in the World Cup knock-out phase, to play 
Australia, there was only one winner. For once, 
Messi was not the Albiceleste’s match-winner - he 
even missed a first-half penalty - but Argentina still 
danced to the beat of his drum. “I’m angry at miss-
ing that penalty but the team came out stronger 
after my mistake. We knew that once the first goal 
went in it would change the game,” said Messi. 

Lewandowski, for his part, never got into the 
game, a mirror image of his strangely subdued and 
passive team-mates, who sat back from the first 
whistle and rarely tested Argentine goalkeeper 
Emiliano Martinez. At one point deep into stop-
page time, the two captains and stars of their 
teams went face-to-face, with Messi on the ball. 
The rest of his performance was insipid, but this 
time at least Lewandowski showed dogged deter-
mination not to be beaten by Messi, and fouled 
him. Poland coach Czeslaw Michniewicz blamed 
Lewandowski’s poor showing on the side’s lack-
lustre performance. 

“I’m not attacking in any way my team but they 
didn’t help him or help him to score,” said the 
coach. “If Messi had played with us and Robert 
Lewandowski with Argentina, he would have 
scored f ive goals.” Despite the chastening 
evening, there was some solace for the Polish star 
- Mexico’s 2-1 win over Saudi Arabia in the other 
match in Group C meant Poland sneaked into the 
last 16 as runners-up on goal difference. They will 
face defending France next, a daunting task. Messi 
and Lewnadowski were both all smiles at the end 
and embraced warmly. 

The Argentine easily had the upper hand in a 

game the South Americans dominated from start to 
finish and was involved in the most important - and 
contentious - moment of the opening 45 minutes. 
Messi was adjudged to have been fouled by Poland 
goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny when challenging for 
a header in the area. The referee initially did not 
award the spot-kick but changed his mind after a 
VAR intervention, much to the delight of the massed 
ranks of Argentina fans, and the surprise of many. 
Szczesny dived to his left and batted away Messi’s 
spot-kick with a huge right paw. 

 
Penalty save 

It was Messi’s 31st missed penalty. Messi had 
been in the thick of things early on, forcing 
Szczesny into two straightforward saves inside the 
first 10 minutes. He was also regularly involved in 
Argentina’s build-up play as they dominated both 

possession and territory. Lewandowski, on the 
other hand, was an isolated figure on his own up 
front, crowded out whenever he received the ball, 
which was rare. 

Messi was not involved in Argentina’s two 
goals but took the game to Poland in the second 
half, and twice drove into the area only to see 
his shot blocked by a desperate last-ditched 
tackler. And the seven-time world player of the 
year could have sealed the win 20 minutes from 
time but Szczesny got down well to block his 
weak shot from just inside the box. He then put 
Julian Alvarez, scorer of Argentina’s second goal, 
away but the Manchester City forward blasted 
his shot into the side-netting. It was not Messi’s 
best or most influential evening, but he won this 
battle hands down and his World Cup dream 
lives on. —AFP

DOHA: Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski (right) and Argentina’s forward #10 Lionel Messi fight for the ball during 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C football match between Poland and Argentina on November 30, 2022. —AFP

Iranian killed while 
celebrating World  
Cup loss to US 

 
PARIS: An Iranian man was shot dead by the securi-
ty forces after celebrating when the United States 
eliminated his country’s national team from the World 
Cup, rights groups said Wednesday. Iran was knocked 
out of the World Cup by its arch enemy the United 
States in Qatar on Tuesday night, drawing a mixed 
response from pro- and anti-regime supporters. 

Many had refused to support the national team in 
response to a bloody government crackdown on more 
than two months of protests sparked by the death in 
custody of Mahsa Amini. Mehran Samak, 27, was shot 
dead after honking his car horn in Bandar Anzali, a city 
on the Caspian Sea coast northwest of Tehran, human 
rights groups said. Samak “was targeted directly and 
shot in the head by security forces... following the 
defeat of the national team against America”, said 
Oslo-based group Iran Human Rights (IHR). —AFP 
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Morocco supporters cheer during the Qatar 2022 
World Cup Group F football match between Canada 
and Morocco on December 1, 2022. 

Morocco supporters sing their national anthem at the 
start of the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match 
between Canada and Morocco on December 1, 2022. 

Morocco fans celebrate during the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group F football match between Canada and Morocco at 
the Al-Thumama Stadium.

Belgium’s goalkeeper #01 Thibaut Courtois dives for 
the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F 
football match between Croatia and Belgium on 
December 1, 2022. 

Morocco’s forward #19 Youssef En-Nesyri (center) 
fights for the ball with Canada’s defenders #02 
Alistair Johnston and #05 Steven Vitoria during the 
Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match on 
December 1, 2022. — AFP photos

Morocco power into last 16  
for the first time in 36 years

North Africans finish top of Group F, eliminate Canada 

Belgium’s forward #09 Romelu Lukaku heads the 
ball as Belgium’s midfielder #06 Axel Witsel reacts 
during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football on 
December 1, 2022. 

DOHA: Morocco’s midfielder #07 Hakim Ziyech (front) celebrates with teammates after he scored his team’s first goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F 
football match between Canada and Morocco at the Al-Thumama Stadium in Doha on December 1, 2022. — AFP 

DOHA: Morocco powered into the last 16 of the 
World Cup for the first time in 36 years on Thursday 
with a 2-1 victory over eliminated Canada. Goals 
from Hakim Ziyech and Youssef En-Nesyri ensured 
the North Africans finished top of Group F ahead of 
2018 World Cup runners-up Croatia. Morocco, who 
last reached the knockout stages of the World Cup 
in 1986, will face the runners-up from Group E in the 
last 16, with the identity of their opponents decided 
later Thursday. 

Canada’s defeat meanwhile capped a disappoint-
ing World Cup for the CONCACAF side, who depart 
after losing all three of their group games on their 
long-awaited return to the finals. Morocco put 
themselves firmly on course for the second round 
after upsetting Belgium 2-0 on Sunday, a result that 
left them needing only a point against Canada on 
Thursday to be sure of advancing. Achieving that 
objective never looked in doubt after the Moroccans 

grabbed the lead after only four minutes in front of 
43,102 fans at the Al-Thumama Stadium. 

Canada captain and goalkeeper Milan Borjan 
raced off his line to clear an underhit backpass from 
Steven Vitoria but could only watch in horror as the 
ball fell to Morocco’s Ziyech. The Chelsea star seized 
the opportunity ruthlessly, coolly lifting a finish over 
the stranded Borjan into the empty net for 1-0. That 
early setback winded Canada, who struggled to gain 
any sort of a foothold against a rampant Morocco 
who were soon 2-0 up. Right-back Achraf Hakimi’s 
long ball caught the Canadian defence napping and 
En-Nesyri darted in behind before smashing home a 
finish at the near post to beat Borjan. 

Canada pulled a goal back on a rare foray for-
ward five minutes from half-time when defender 
Sam Adekugbe skipped clear down the left and 
rifled in a low cross. Defender Nayef Aguerd stuck a 
leg out and the ball deflected into the net past 

Morocco goalkeeper Yassine Bounou to make it 2-1. 
Morocco thought they had restored their two-goal 
cushion in first-half stoppage time when En-Nesyri 
lashed home eight yards out only for the effort to be 
deemed offside. Canada started the second half 
brightly, with Alphonso Davies jabbing a shot just 
wide after a promising attack. 

But Morocco dropped deeper and Canada lacked 
the inventiveness to seriously threaten. Their best 
chance of drawing level came from a setpiece on 71 
minutes, when substitute Atiba Hutchinson’s header 
from a corner crashed off the underside of the 
crossbar and bounced off the goal-line. Full-back 
Alistair Johnston failed to control the rebound and 
Morocco’s lead remained intact. Canada captain 
Borjan almost got caught out again in another risky 
advance in injury time, but Davies was on hand to 
snuff out the danger before Morocco’s raucous fans 
erupted in celebration at the whistle. — AFP 

DOHA: Romelu Lukaku missed a string of late 
chances as Belgium crashed out of the World Cup in 
the group stage after a 0-0 draw with Croatia on 
Thursday which sent the 2018 runners-up into the 
knockout phase. Croatia had a penalty award con-
troversially cancelled by VAR early in a largely 
uneventful first half. The introduction of Lukaku at 
the interval changed the game, but he was guilty of 
three dreadful misses as Zlatko Dalic’s side rode 
their luck to hold on. 

Croatia progressed as runners-up in Group F 
behind winners Morocco who beat Canada 2-1 to 
also qualify for the last 16. Belgium, the world’s sec-
ond-ranked side, saw their run of reaching at least 
the quarter-finals at four straight major tournaments 
come to an abrupt end. Roberto Martinez’s men 
managed just one goal in the tournament in a fortu-
nate opening 1-0 win over Canada. Martinez 
dropped captain Eden Hazard to the bench as one 
of four changes which also saw Leandro Trossard 
and Dries Mertens start for the first time in Qatar. 

The build-up to the match had been dominated 
by rumors of an altercation between senior Belgian 
players, involving Eden Hazard, which Martinez 
described as “fake news”. Croatia almost took the 
lead inside the first 10 seconds, as the ball was 
played forward to Ivan Perisic after kick-off and the 
Tottenham man cut inside and drilled a shot just 
wide of the far post. The likelihood of Belgium need-
ing to win was increased when Morocco scored an 
early goal across Doha. Yannick Carrasco had a 
chance to open the scoring but his shot was blocked. 

 
Penalty overturned 

Mertens curled over after a trademark Kevin De 
Bruyne run and pass, before Croatia were awarded a 
penalty seconds later when Carrasco tripped Andrej 
Kramaric in the box. But the decision was overturned 
following a lengthy VAR check which decided that a 

tiny fraction of Dejan Lovren’s shoulder was offside. 
Desperate for a goal after a first half in which 

neither side mustered a shot on target, Martinez 
sent on Lukaku, Belgium’s record scorer, for 
Mertens at half-time. They immediately carried 
more threat, with Lukaku, who struggled with injury 
in the build-up to the tournament, heading straight 
at Croatia goalkeeper Dominik Livakovic. Thibaut 
Courtois was then called into action for the first 
time, stretching to tip over Mateo Kovacic’s curling 
effort as the game opened up. 

That also suited the Croatian attackers though 
and Courtois had to twice get down to keep out low 
shots from Marcelo Brozovic and Luka Modric. 
Belgium should have taken the lead on the hour 
mark. Carrasco almost bundled the ball in but was 

denied by Livakovic, before Lukaku contrived to hit 
the post with the goal gaping on the rebound. 
Lukaku was guilty of an even worse miss two min-
utes later, heading over an empty net from six yards 
out, although replays suggested the ball may have 
been out of play when De Bruyne crossed it in. 

Martinez also threw on Thorgan Hazard, Youri 
Tielemans and Jeremy Doku as Belgium searched 
for that all important goal. Lukaku saw another 
chance come and go in the 87th minute, deflecting 
the ball wide from Thomas Meunier’s volley. The 
striker, on loan at Inter Milan from Chelsea, still had 
another golden opportunity to be the hero, but he 
opted to chest the ball towards the open net from 
three yards out and directed it into the arms of 
Livakovic. — AFP  

Belgium crash  
out of WCup 

AL-RAYYAN: Belgium’s forward #09 Romelu Lukaku heads the ball and challenges Croatia’s goalkeeper #01 
Dominik Livakovic during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match between Croatia and Belgium on 
December 1, 2022.  — AFP 
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