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Travelers explore Kuwait’s  
culture, cuisine, traditions

China signals zero-COVID 
relaxation after protests3 Sudan’s Rastas fearing new 

crackdown, vow to fight on13 Belgium crash out of World 
Cup after draw with Croatia165

News in brief

European Parliament panel votes 
to lift Schengen visas for Kuwaitis

Committee chief: Visa waiver to boost EU-Kuwait cooperation

100 births free of HIV 
 
KUWAIT: Director of Jahra Hospital Dr Jamal 
Al-Duaij announced 100 babies born to moth-
ers infected with HIV were successfully super-
vised, without the virus being transmitted to 
any of these children. “This accomplishment has 
been made possible thanks to Allah and the 
medical team at the hospital headed by Dr 
Osama Al-Baqsami and Dr Al-Munther Al-
Hasawi,” Duaij added.

Hearing to appoint US envoy 
 
KUWAIT: On Dec 7, the US Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee will hold a hearing regard-
ing the appointment of Karen Sasahara as US 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
to Kuwait to answer questions from US law-
makers before the vote on her appointment to 
the post. Diplomatic sources told Kuwait Times 
Sasahara is scheduled to arrive in January after 
the completion of the voting.

Harissa, Rai get heritage status 
 
TUNIS/ALGIERS: UNESCO on Thursday 
added Tunisia’s spicy national condiment haris-
sa to its list of intangible cultural heritage, say-
ing it was part of the North African country’s 
identity. Harissa is a paste made with sun-dried 
hot peppers, freshly prepared spices and olive 
oil. Raucous, expressive and revolutionary, 
Algeria’s Rai music also took its place on the 
UN list. Rai confronts social taboos and deals 
with themes such as love, freedom, despair and 
the struggle against social pressures. —AFP 

Tareq Al-Bannai

NEW YORK: Kuwait has questioned the interna-
tional community for “allowing the (Zionist) occu-
pation carry out systematic criminal violations 
without being held accountable or punished, as if it 
is above the law”. “For how long UN member coun-
tries will continue to deal with the just Palestinian 

cause with double standards? And for how long this 
silence will continue to deprive the Palestinian peo-
ple of their legitimate rights, as if the rights of the 
Palestinian people are exempted from international 
laws?” Tareq Al-Bannai, Kuwait’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN, told a General Assembly 
session on the Palestinian issue. 

Decades have passed, he added, and these ques-
tions have not been answered, “and the inability of 
the international community to address the 
Palestinian cause and its inability to hold (the 
Zionist entity), the occupying force, accountable, is 
the biggest failure in the UN’s history in general and  
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Kuwait slams inaction 
on Zionist entity’s 
criminal violations

KUWAIT: Teachers and students of Balat Al-Shuhada School pose at the airport before departing for Doha on 
Dec 1, 2022. — KUNA 

JENIN: Zionist forces shot dead two Palestinians on 
Thursday during an arrest raid that sparked gun bat-
tles in a West Bank stronghold of hardline factions, 
said Palestinian officials and the Zionist army. 
Muhammad Ayman Al-Saadi, 26, and Naim Jamal 

Zubaidi, 27, were “killed by the (Zionist) occupation 
bullets at dawn today during its aggression on Jenin 
camp,” a Palestinian health ministry statement said. 

Deadly violence has surged in the territory since 
March, when the Zionist entity launched near daily 
raids. Palestinian sources familiar with Islamic Jihad 
who requested anonymity confirmed Saadi was a 
member of the group. Zubaidi belonged to a promi-
nent Jenin family whose relatives have been targeted 
by Zionist forces. Jenin is a stronghold of militant 
factions in the West Bank, a territory occupied by 
the Zionist entity since the Six-Day War of 1967. 

Islamic Jihad has a large presence in the West Bank, 

but also in the Zionist-blockaded Gaza Strip, where in 
August the Zionist entity carried out a three-day “pre-
emptive operation” it said was necessary to thwart 
planned Islamic Jihad attacks inside the Zionist entity.  
Following Thursday’s raid, Islamic Jihad warned the 
Zionist entity “will pay dearly”, and it praised those 
killed in Jenin. 

The group also fired three rockets that landed in 
the Mediterranean Sea on Thursday, security sources 
in Gaza told AFP. Palestinian prime minister 
Mohammad Shtayyeh condemned the latest Zionist 
raid and called for “urgent” action to ease spiraling 
tensions in the West Bank. — AFP 

Zionists kill 2 
Palestinians in 
West Bank raid

KUWAIT: A large group from Balat Al-Shuhada 
School, comprising of 30 teachers and 100 students, 
headed on Thursday to the Qatari capital Doha, in 
response to an invitation from Amir of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani. This invitation is a 
result of an initiative taken by the school to cele-
brate the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, as Qatar is 
the first Arab country to host the World Cup, 
embodying Gulf unity. — KUNA 

Ecstatic students 
from Kuwait off to 
Qatar World Cup 

DOHA: Morocco’s players celebrate after winning the Qatar 2022 World Cup match against Canada at the Al-
Thumama Stadium on Dec 1, 2022. — AFP (See Page 16)

BRUSSELS: The European Parliament’s committee 
on civil liberty, justice and interior affairs Thursday 
voted in favor of lifting the Schengen visa require-
ment for Kuwait, but under a condition. “In the case 
of Kuwait, MEPs support visa freedom on condition 
of a moratorium on the application of the death 
penalty, which should be in place before visa free-
dom is implemented through bilateral negotiations,” 
said the amended text, which was approved by 42 
votes in favor, 16 against and 0 abstaining. The com-
mittee also approved proposals for visa-free travel 
for up to 90 days for Qatar, Oman and Ecuador. 

The Chair of the European Parliament’s commit-
tee on civil liberty, justice and interior affairs Juan 
Fernando Lopez Aguilar said the Schengen visa-
waiver for Kuwait is a good step which will con-
tribute to mutual cooperation and understanding. “It 
will help to boost mutual cooperation and under-
standing in many ways and not only tourism, but 
business and academic exchange of scholars,” he 
told KUNA in an interview after the vote on visa-
free travel for Kuwait and Qatar.  

“So it is a very good step. A very positive signal. 
We are trying to be cooperative. We are trying to be 
positive. The European Parliament has negotiated 
real hard and we have endorsed the exemption of 
visa requirement for Kuwaiti citizens, hoping it will 
help mutual understanding and cooperation,” said 
the Spanish MEP. “I am a strong advocate for the 

visa-waiver or the visa exemption. Why? Because it 
favors exchange and favors mutual knowledge. It 
favors cooperation. It is also beneficial for citizens of 
EU who are willing to travel abroad. The visa waiver 
is not only a benefit for Kuwaiti citizens, but also for 
European citizens travelling to Kuwait,” said the for-
mer justice minister of Spain.  

He noted the European Commission took the ini-
tiative to waive the visa requirement for Kuwait and 
Qatar, and have now added Oman and Ecuador to 
the list. “We have worked hard to pass the proposal 
which favors the enlargement of the visa waiver. It 
wasn’t easy. Let us say it clearly. Executions and 
death penalty in Kuwait have been a major blow to 
the process,” said Lopez Aguilar, who has been an 
MEP since 2009 for the Socialist group in the EP. 
“That is why there has been an amendment on 
Kuwait that it has to self-impose a moratorium on 
death penalties,” he said.  

Commenting on the next steps, Lopez Aguilar 
said the proposals have to be agreed by the Council 
of the European Union. He opined that normally 
when the competent committee, the lawmaking 
committee, has shown a wide majority to endorse 
the visa waiver, it will be supported in the full 
European Parliament if there is a vote. “But it is 
important that the process is completed with the 
Council, because it takes two in European decision  
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Atlas Lions roar into World Cup last 16


