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Kuwait’s PAAAFR vows 
to attain food security

Environment Public Authority installs reverse vending machines
KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s  Publ ic Authority for
Agriculture Affairs  and Fish Resources
(PAAAFR) will do everything possible to attain
food security in line with guidelines by the gov-
ernment and Kuwait Vision 2035 development
strategy. The PAAAFR assurance was declared
by the acting director general , Mishal Al-
Graifah, in a statement to KUNA, on Thursday. 

As to locally-produced poultry products, he
affirmed that “the eggs’ self-sufficiency has
been achieved,” noting that regular production
has been “abundantly restored” due to subsi-
dies’ allocations. The authority, namely the live-

stock division, is “working on many poultry
projects” aimed at enhancing the production. As
to fisheries, he said the fish resources have been
growing, with sufficiency estimated at 25 per-
cent, in addition to 50 percent in the shrimps’
category. 

EPA installs RVMs 
In another development, the Environment

Public Authority (EPA), in coordination with the
Environment Protection Fund, has installed
reverse vending machines (RVMs) at some loca-
tions to reward advocates of waste sorting and

recycling. The machine gives points for inserting
wasted containers; replaceable with purchase
coupons. The machine does not take papers;
only glass, plastic or metallic containers. One of
the machines has been placed at the EPA head-
quarters, another at Al-Jahra reserve and the
third at the premises of Kuwait Oil Company.
The plan is to install many of them at coopera-
tive stores and at various points in the country. 

Controlling inflation
Meanwhile, Finance Minister Abdulwahab

Al-Rushaid said that the Central Bank said

inflation rates in Kuwait are a result of foreign
markets and global prices of imported goods,
adding the Central Bank does not have the abil-
ity to completely control local inflation rates.
“The inflation rate in April reached 4.71 percent
and declined in September to 3.10 percent.
These rates are considered moderate in com-
parison with global rates,” Rushaid said. “The
surplus in trade balance of Kuwait increased
between 2020 and 2021 from KD 3,781 million
to KD 9,424 million, equivalent to about 149
percent, driven by the rise in oil prices,” he
explained. — Agencies 

Kuwait’s Foreign
Minister meets Saudi
counterpart 
RIYADH: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah met in Riyadh on
Wednesday his counterpart Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al-Saud of Saudi Arabia, during his bilat-
eral visit since assuming office. Sheikh Salem con-
veyed the greetings of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His

Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah to Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud and to Crown Prince and
Prime Minister Prince Mohammad bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud. 

These greetings also extended to the political
leadership, government and people of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. During the meeting, the
visions of the wise leaderships of both countries
and the political strategic depth of the two broth-
erly countries were emphasized. The officials also
highlighted the status of the two countries in the
areas of the economy, human development, poli-

tics and security integration, based on the unity of
destiny and common history. 

They emphasised their efforts to strengthen
unified positions in facing challenges on the
regional and international fronts. The two sides
also discussed historical bilateral relations that
bind them, reviewing aspects of the close cooper-
ation existing between them in various fields,
alongside efforts to enhance this partnership and
integration at all levels. The two sides agreed to
convene the second meeting of the Kuwaiti-Saudi
Coordination Council, which will be hosted by
Kuwait during the first quarter of 2023. The meet-
ing also discussed the latest developments on the
regional and international arenas, and issues of

common interest. 
Also, Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem

Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Thursday visited
Kuwait embassy in the Saudi capital Riyadh, on
the sidelines of his official visit to the Kingdom.
He was received by Kuwait Ambassador to
Riyadh, Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and
met with embassy members, heads of affiliated
technical offices, and officials in charge. In a
speech he delivered upon the visit, he praised the
distinguished efforts made by members of the
diplomatic mission, and wished them success. He
urged them to continue their efforts to raise the
status of the State of Kuwait, safeguard its inter-
ests, and care for its citizens. — KUNA 

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Thursday visited Kuwait
Embassy in the Saudi capital Riyadh. — KUNA photos 

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah holds talks with Prince Faisal
bin Farhan Al-Saud of Saudi Arabia, during his bilateral visit. 

Tourists explore
Kuwait’s culture,
cuisine, traditions 
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: With billions of tourists traveling to
international destinations every year, tourism has
become a leading sector. The World Cup has boost-
ed the global recognition of both Qatar and the
wider GCC region as touristic destinations.
Hundreds of tourists have visited Kuwait recently to
explore the culture, cuisine and traditions of the
country. “We were coming to Qatar to see the FIFA
World Cup, so we thought it would be a great
opportunity to explore other countries in the Gulf -
and we found a great surprise in Kuwait. It is not a
big country, but the generosity of its people com-
pensates for everything,” Argentinian Ale Salvino
told Kuwait Times.

The full-time traveler visited Kuwait with his
Lithuanian wife Kristina, roaming the country to
explore it. “Jaber Causeway with a panoramic view
of the city was the most scenic. It is worth men-
tioning that the efficiency at the airport was
remarkable. It took us less than 10 minutes to get
our visas on arrival and we got out really quickly.

As tourists and world travelers, this is extremely
important,” he said.

Ale, who started traveling when he was 18, has
been to 87 countries, while Kristina, a pastry chef,
has been to 52. Both travelers are YouTubers, doc-
umenting their journeys on the road to all 197
countries in the world. Kristina went on her first
trip when she was a teenager, on a school trip to
Latvia. After that, she focused on saving money for
future trips.

Kristina is passionate about pastries, which is
why she was fascinated by the traditional flatbread,
which was their favorite food here. “Generally, we
love a lot of dips/sauces with bread and anywhere
we can find something similar is a great moment for
us. The basmati rice that you prepare with spices is
also tasty. In general, we do not like sugar in tea, but
in Kuwait, this was impossible, as the tea is fairly
strong, so sugar is actually needed, and now we
understand why people add it,” he added.

Ale and Kristina explored the country and the
people. “We found a lot of mixed nationalities in
Kuwait. So our experience was also mixed. Most
people we met were super friendly and hospitable,
and we felt very comfortable. We had a great time
and we hope we can come back and explore much
more in the coming years.”

German traveler Dustin Scholz, who has visited
43 countries, was attracted to the architectural
design of the Grand Mosque. “I had an interesting
tour and learned a lot about the architecture and
the interior design of the mosque,” he said. Scholz
expressed to Kuwait Times his eagerness to explore
Kuwait more to know more about its history, noting
“Kuwait is a small country, but unfortunately I was
able only to see the city. There are many historical
places and museums where you can learn something
about the culture,” he said.

As a pescatarian, Scholz felt blessed to eat deli-
cious fish meals in Kuwait. “Sometimes it can be
hard to find something without meat. But fish with
rice is very delicious and you can also find a lot of
Indian and vegetarian food here in Kuwait. The
Kuwaiti people are the most helpful people I met on
my trip. I was picked up and dropped off at the air-
port for free. They were also guiding me to the best
places and museums and invited me to dinner. I am
very grateful for that,” he said.Kristina in Mubarkiya Market
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Kuwait plants 200 
mangrove seedlings 
KUWAIT: UAE embassy has given Kuwait 200
mangrove seedlings to be planted at Al-Jahra
reserve. Environment Public Authority (EPA) on
Thursday organized a ceremony, attended by diplo-
mats and representatives of international agencies,
for planting the seedlings. EPA’s deputy director
general Dr Abdullah Al-Zaidan said in a press
release that the UAE embassy gifted the small
plants for planting at the natural reserve and con-
tributing to the greening efforts at the national level. 

UAE Ambassador Matar Al-Neyadi said in a
statement that the UAE presented the small plants to
Kuwait after it had successfully planted mangroves

across 65 square kms of lands throughout the sea-
side regions. For his part, the UN secretary general
resident coordinator, Tareq El-Sheikh, said the ini-
tiative affirms Kuwait’s commitment to do everything
possible to cope with climatic changes. —KUNA

CCET conducts training
courses for teachers
KUWAIT: The Center for Child Evaluation and Teaching (CCET)
held two training courses for teachers of the education ministry
and a third course for the women’s program associated with it.
The courses, which lasted for five days, included the recognition
of the center, presenting information about obstacles of educa-
tion, individual plans, and teaching techniques as well as sound
management and information about psychological diagnosis as
trainers attended daytime classes. As for the training course for
teachers, night programs for three days were held aimed at devel-
oping the duties and grooming new teachers. The courses were
presented in cooperation with units in the CCET and training unit,
diagnosis unit and social and psychological services units.


