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SpaceX again  
postpones moon  
lander launch 

 
WASHINGTON: SpaceX on Wednesday 
postponed the launch of the world’s first pri-
vate lander to the Moon, a mission undertak-
en by Japanese firm ispace. A Falcon 9 rocket 
was scheduled to blast off at 3:37 am (0837 
GMT) on Thursday from Cape Canaveral in 
the US state of Florida, but SpaceX said fur-
ther checks on the vehicle had led to a delay. 

“After further inspections of the launch 
vehicle and data review, we’re standing down 
from tomorrow’s launch of @ispace_inc’s 
HAKUTO-R Mission 1; a new target launch 
date will be shared once confirmed,” the firm 
tweeted. 

Until now, only the United States, Russia 
and China have managed to put a robot on 
the lunar surface. The mission by ispace is the 
first of a program called Hakuto-R. The lander 
would touch down around April 2023 on the 
visible side of the Moon, in the Atlas crater, 
according to a company statement. 

The delay came after the launch had 
already been postponed by a day due to the 
need for additional pre-flight checks, SpaceX 
and ispace said on Wednesday. Measuring 
just over 2 by 2.5 meters, the lander carries on 
board a 10-kilogram rover named Rashid, 
built by the United Arab Emirates. —AFP 

UK royals show ruthlessness  
in latest racial dispute

LONDON: The timing could not have been worse 
for Britain’s royal family, not long after one racial 
reckoning involving Prince Harry and ahead of a new 
publicity blitz from the maverick “spare heir”. 

Harry’s elder brother Prince William — the heir to 
the throne — has been forced to part ways with one 
of his godmothers after she used racially charged lan-
guage to a black British woman at a palace reception 
on Tuesday. 

King Charles III moved rapidly to evict Lady 
Susan Hussey from the royal household after the hurt-
ful exchange was revealed on Twitter by Ngozi Fulani 
— while William and his wife Kate were flying to 
Boston. 

When Hussey started to quiz her about her origins, 
the UK-born Fulani said she tried to give the 83-
year-old courtier the benefit of the doubt. 

“But it soon dawned on me very quickly that this 
was nothing to do with her capacity to understand,” 
the charity campaigner, who works with survivors of 
domestic abuse, told BBC radio on Thursday. 

Hussey repeatedly asked Fulani where she was 
“really” from, refusing to accept her explanation that 
she was British. 

“But this is her trying to make me really denounce 
my British citizenship,” Fulani said, as many other 
Britons of colour shared similarly demeaning experi-
ences on social and traditional media. 

It is the most serious controversy yet since Charles 
succeeded his mother in September. Hussey was not 
just any courtier — she was at Queen Elizabeth II’s 

side for six decades. 
But she was unceremoniously dumped as Charles 

and William moved rapidly to draw a line under the 
row, earning plaudits from some black commentators. 

 
‘Shocking’  

Labour MP Diane Abbott, the first black woman to 
sit in the House of Commons when she was elected in 
the 1980s, said it was “really shocking” that a black 
Briton’s identity could be interrogated in this way. 

But she told Times Radio that Buckingham Palace 
had made “progress” on race issues in the past 10 
years. 

Back then, “they would have said she (Fulani) was 
oversensitive and just dismissed it”, said Abbott. 

The palace appears to have taken lessons on 
board particularly since last year, when Harry and his 
mixed-race wife Meghan accused an unidentified 
royal of racism with regard to their unborn baby. 

Then, William retorted: “We are very much not a 
racist family.” But the family said the matter would be 
dealt with “privately”. 

The royal household has also begun publishing 
data on the ethnic breakdown of its staff, admitting it 
has more to do to ensure due representation. 

Yet from their new lives in California, the duke and 
duchess of Sussex have been portraying themselves 
as modernising outsiders who tried to take on a reac-
tionary establishment. 

Ironies abound as the feuding brothers both find 
themselves on the US East Coast — with no plans to 

meet. William is set to award an environmental prize 
in Boston inspired by former president John F. 
Kennedy’s “Moonshot” ambition in the 1960s. 

Next week, Harry and Meghan are due to attend 
an awards gala in New York held by the human rights 
foundation of Kennedy’s brother Robert. —AFP 

Rebel port attacks  
pose new threat  
for Yemen 

 
DUBAI: Two months after Yemen’s truce expired, 
fighting largely remains on hold but a series of 
attacks by Houthi rebels could have serious reper-
cussions for a country crippled by war. 

At least three drone strikes at ports on Yemen’s 
southern coast have disrupted oil exports, the main 
source of income for the Arab world’s poorest coun-
try and its Saudi-backed government. 

The strikes launched by the Iran-backed rebels 
since late October caused no casualties but stopped 
some tankers from docking at the government-con-
trolled harbours of Qena and Al-Dabah. 

They followed the failure to extend a UN-bro-
kered truce that was in place for six months until 
October 2 and had brought a much-needed pause in 
the seven-year war. 

A new truce has been hampered by rebel 
demands that the government pay wages for civil 
servants and even members of the armed forces in 
areas under Houthi control, including the capital 
Sanaa. 

By attacking oil ports, Yemen’s economic lifeline, 
the Houthis are “pressing for their demands to be 
met”, Ahmed Nagi, a researcher at the Carnegie 
Middle East Center, told AFP. 

The strikes also reveal the “economic challenges” 
facing rebels in territories they hold, as focus shifts 
from “power-sharing to sharing of resources”, Nagi 
told AFP. 

Revenues from oil exports totalled about $1.4 bil-

lion last year, according to the Central Bank of 
Yemen in government-controlled Aden. 

The cash-strapped state produces around 80,000 
barrels a day, according to government estimates, 
most of which is exported to finance the bulk of the 
government’s budget. 

Maged al-Madhaji, a researcher at the Sanaa 
Center for Strategic Studies, said the Houthi 
attacks amount to “blackmail” of the government. 
“They want a share of resources without making 
concessions.” 

 
‘Little to lose’  

The Houthis seized Sanaa in 2014, prompting a 
Saudi-led coalition to intervene the following year to 
prop up the internationally recognised government. 

Since then, the war has caused hundreds of thou-
sands of deaths and pushed the impoverished nation 
to the brink of famine. 

An estimated 24 million people — nearly 80 per-
cent of the population — depend on humanitarian 
assistance to survive, according to the United 
Nations. The recent port attacks, all claimed by the 
Houthis, “undermine peace efforts”, Rashad al-Alimi, 
who heads Yemen’s leadership council, said earlier 
this month. 

Recognising their impact on Yemen’s devastated 
economy, Alimi warned of “catastrophic humanitarian 
repercussions” if the government is unable to cover 
civil servant salaries and pay for public services. 

In a briefing to the Security Council in November, 
UN envoy to Yemen Hans Grundberg called the 
Houthi attacks a worrying development. 

These drone strikes deprive the Yemeni govern-
ment “of its main source of revenue from exporting 
oil” and “undermine the welfare of the entirety of the 
Yemeni people”, he said. 

“They risk setting off a spiral of military and 

economic escalation.” 
Targeting ports is a “big gamble that risks push-

ing the government into an extreme” response, the 
researcher Madhaji warned. 

Elisabeth Kendall of the University of Cambridge 
said the Houthis ultimately hold the advantage. 

“While the Houthis may be militarily weaker than 
the coalition in absolute terms, they have little to 
lose and much to gain by continuing the fighting as 
they seek to win further concessions,” the Yemen 
expert told AFP. “The Houthis are essentially hold-
ing Yemeni oil ports to ransom.” Commenting on the 
truce, Kendall said: “there is still hope but it is fad-
ing fast.”  —AFP

ABU DHABI: This handout image provided by the UAE 
Ministry Of Presidential Affairs shows (L to R) UAE President 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan meeting with 
Rashad al-Alimi, Presidential Leadership Council Chairman 
of Yemen, at al-Shati Palace in Abu Dhabi.  —AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Queen Consort Camilla (R) speaks to guests near Ngozi Fulani (back L), chief executive of the 
London-based Sistah Space group, during a reception to raise awareness of violence against women and girls as 
part of the UN 16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, at Buckingham Palace in London.  —AFP
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Security Council in particular - this is a disgrace”. 

Kuwait, said Bannai, pays special attention to the 
Palestinian cause. The Palestinian people are regrettably 
suffering from all kinds of aggression by the Zionist 
occupying force “without any clearcut international 
reactions to lift this suppression and injustice”.  

The Zionist occupation continues violating the UN 
Charter, international law, international humanitarian 
law and international law of human rights, the 1949 
Geneva Conventions and other global treaties, he 
said. “The occupation is a disease which ... fought, 
killed, displaced, destroyed families and houses and 
environment ... of our Palestinian people, and refused 
to heed international resolutions and end the occupa-
tion,” he asserted.  

“There shall be neither peace nor security alongside 
occupation. What we witnessed in the past years were 
systematic measures that distanced us from peace. 
These measures aimed to solidify this illegitimate occu-
pation” through expansion of illegal settlements in 
breach of UNSC resolution 2334, thus aborting the 
two-state solution, Bannai said. He cited a report about 
the Palestinian people, which mentioned that expansion 
of Zionist settlements, namely in East Jerusalem, was 
threatening the creation of the Palestinian state. 

Bannai quoted the UN Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process Tor Wennesland as saying, 
“After decades of continuous violence, illegal settlement 
expansion, stalled negotiations, the conflict has once 
again reached a boiling point.” He touched on what was 
stated in a report by Francesca Albanese, Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, describing it 
as “a deliberately obsessive, racist and repressive 
regime aimed at preventing the realization of the 
Palestinian people’s right to self-determination”.  

“Since 1967, (the Zionist entity) deliberately violated 
Palestinians’ right to self-determination in the occupied 
Palestinian territory by preventing them from exercising 
their territorial sovereignty over natural resources, 

obliterating their cultural identity, and suppressing 
Palestine’s political resistance,” Bannai said. He added 
that by demolishing symbols that express Palestinian 
identity, the occupation jeopardizes Palestinian cultural 
existence, and by suppressing Palestinian political 
activity, the occupation violates the ability of 
Palestinians to free themselves from foreign domination 
and control. These words of UN references and sources 
described the reality of the occupation, explained 
Bannai. “We have noticed during the past months a 
serious escalation in the Palestinian territories as a 
result of the systematic crimes and attacks committed 
by (the Zionist) occupying power against the Palestinian 
people.” Al-Aqsa Mosque is still subject to repeated 
violations, whether by the Zionist occupation forces or 
settlers, he added.  

Bannai reiterated Kuwait’s strong condemnation of 
these aggressive practices that represent a provoca-
tion of the feelings of Muslims around the world and 
an explicit threat to freedom of worship in Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. “In light of the injustice practiced on the 
Palestinian people, Kuwait renews its call to the interna-
tional community to take immediate action to provide 
protection for the Palestinian people,” he said.  

Bannai affirmed that Kuwait strongly supports 
Palestine to obtain full membership in the UN, and calls 
on all countries that do not recognize Palestine as a 
state to review themselves and align their positions with 
international law. He stressed that the occupation does 
not change from one country to another, and the legiti-
mate right to self-defense does not change from one 
country to another, and the implementation of interna-
tional legitimacy resolutions, especially the Security 
Council, does not change from one issue to another.  

Bannai renewed Kuwait’s full support for the UN 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA), believing in the importance of its 
role in easing the suffering of Palestinian refugees. He 
stated that Kuwait renews its adherence to the Arab, 
Islamic and international position, which affirms that 
peace is the strategic option and that the comprehen-
sive solution is based on the two-state solution in 
accordance with agreed terms. He added that this is 
represented in Security Council resolutions and the 
Arab Peace Initiative, which leads to the Palestinian 
people obtaining their full legitimate political rights and 
establishing their independent state on their land with 
East Jerusalem as its capital.— KUNA  

Kuwait slams inaction 
on Zionist entity’s...

DOHA: Arab football fans have flooded social media 
with satire, celebrating unexpected victories and 
poking fun at their own misfortunes as Qatar hosts 
the Middle East’s first World Cup. Argentina star 
Lionel Messi was the butt of region-wide jokes after 
his team’s shock 2-1 defeat by Saudi Arabia last 
week. One video shows a tearful Messi addressing 
journalists, dubbed in Arabic. 

“Hello. Honestly, we got destroyed,” the voice 
sobs over emotional footage taken from Messi’s 
goodbye press conference on leaving Barcelona last 
year. “We got humiliated. They ridiculed us and 
demolished us without mercy. I never imagined this 
could happen.” 

A viral meme took a Louis Vuitton advertisement 
showing Messi and Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo 
playing chess, but replacing Messi with Saudi player 
Salem Al-Dawsari. And along with the satire came 
farce, in a widely shared clip showing a group of 
Saudi fans celebrating Dawsari’s stunning goal that 
secured the Green Falcons’ victory. One fan got so 

excited he ran out of the room, tore the metal door 
off its hinges and threw it in the yard. 

While Argentina’s fortunes later turned with 
emphatic victories over Mexico and Poland, the four 
Arab teams in the tournament have had mixed 
results. Tunisia, in a tough group including title-hold-
er France, had few reasons to celebrate, and its fans 
turned to self-deprecating humor even before the 
tournament started. One group of Tunisians shared a 
video of themselves in traditional Sufi clothes singing 
a sad, religious-style funeral chorus. “Nil would be 
okay against these unbeatable teams,” the lyrics go. 
“I have so many woes, but I hope (Tunisian player) 
Msakni is on form”. 

Another one posted a video blog begging France 
star Kylian Mbappe not to play against Tunisia in 
Wednesday’s match. “The Tunisian people needs 
some joy, why do you want to play against us? Do 
you have a problem with us? Don’t play against us! 
Go to the hammam!” Mbappe took to the field for 
only part of the match, which ended in a shock 1-0 
Tunisia victory. After earlier defeats, though, it 
wasn’t enough for them to advance to the next round. 

The satire has not been limited to events on the pitch. 
An official theme anthem of the tournament, a thumping 
and largely tuneless pop song featuring Lebanese pop 
diva Myriam Fares, has been widely criticized by Arab 
fans. One video takes a clip of Fares herself saying, “As 
soon as I heard the first little section, ‘tukoh tukoh taka 
tukoh’, I said: That’s the song!” — AFP 

Arabs field satire 
as World Cup 
brings joy, pain
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making and lawmaking. We have done a part of the 

job and hope that the Council will do its part,” he 
added.  Explaining the work of the committee, Lopez 
Aguilar said “this committee is the first lawmaking 
committee in the European Parliament. It is the one 
responsible for making laws to enter the territory of the 
EU and thus is the one responsible for EU regulations 
on visas”. The regulation also states nationals of which 
third countries are requested to show visas when 
entering the EU territory and whose nationals are 
exempted from the visa requirement, he clarified.  

EU sources told KUNA that the approval will be 
announced in the full European Parliament session in 

Strasbourg later this month. If many MEPS insist on a 
vote, there will be a vote, otherwise there will not be a 
vote on the visa and the issue will go directly to the 
Council of the European Union for its consent. The 
Council will study the approved text and it may or may 
not approve of it, said the sources, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity. It is not known yet when the Council, 
which represents the 27 EU member states, will start 
discussions on the issue.  

After the vote, rapporteur of the report Erik 
Marquardt, an MEP from Germany, said: “Visa-free 
travel brings the world closer together and gives the 
European Union a powerful instrument to advocate for 
human rights. The visa waiver is not a gift for third 
countries but a chance to work on improvements 
together.” The approved text also noted “that there are 
serious concerns about human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in Kuwait, Qatar and Oman, notably concern-
ing workers’ rights, women’s rights, freedom of religion, 
freedom of speech, right of assembly, torture and the 
death penalty”. — KUNA 

European 
Parliament panel...


