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NEW YORK: After years of delays, US automaker 
Tesla was expected to deliver its first battery-pow-
ered semi truck, with which it hopes to get a jump 
start on the nascent electric heavy duty vehicle 
market by offering longer ranges without recharg-
ing. The Elon Musk-led company was to hand over 
the keys to its first electric truck-dubbed “Semi”-at 
its Nevada manufacturing plant to multinational 
food company PepsiCo. 

With its sleek design, the Tesla electric semi has 
been highly anticipated since Musk unveiled a pro-
totype in 2017, but the launch of full-scale produc-
tion has been delayed well past the initial 2019 
expectation. Other manufacturers have meanwhile 
entered the market, from traditional truck makers 
such as Daimler, Volvo and China’s BYD, to start-
ups like US company Nikola. 

The competition has also begun to roll out their 
deliveries, and have many orders of their own wait-
ing to fill. However, the truck that “the market has 
been waiting for... is the one from Tesla,” says Dave 
Mullaney, a transportation specialist with sustain-
ability think tank RMI. Legacy manufacturers have 
primarily converted their diesel-designed trucks to 
electric. 

“The Tesla, on the other hand, was designed to 
be electric from the very first design,” says 
Mullaney, who also underlined the company’s 15 
years of experience in electric vehicles. If the Tesla 
vehicle lives up to expectations, “it’s going to be a 
huge difference,” Mullaney says. 

In a tweet on Saturday, Musk said that one Semi 
had driven 500 miles (800 kilometers) with a total 
weight of 81,000 pounds (nearly 37 tons). The 
electric vehicles currently on offer only have a 
range of 250 to 300 miles.  

 
Physical limitations?  

To carry heavy loads over such long distances, 
the battery “needs to be very large-that makes it 
very heavy, takes up a lot of space and is very 

costly,” says Mike Roeth, director of the North 
American Council for Freight Efficiency (NACFE). 
“The industry has kind of been wondering whether 
you can physically package that much battery” and 
keep the truck’s weight low enough to be able to 
do the job, Roeth adds. 

With the ability to travel up to 500 miles with-
out recharging, long-distance trips in electric 
trucks would be much more feasible, allowing driv-
ers to return to warehouses in the same day. 

Even longer trips could be taken over several 
days if drivers can find charging stations at truck 
rest stops. The use of electric light duty vehicles for 
short-haul deliveries has been steadily growing for 
some time, but new regulations are pushing manu-
facturers and transporters to speed up the transi-
tion and build out long-haul capabilities. 

The most populous US state, California, has 
passed a law phasing out combustion engine 
trucks, which has since been followed by other 
states. The European Union is also expected to 
debate new standards in the coming months. 
Companies are also facing pressure to have more 
environmentally conscious reputations. They “want 
to be on the right side of history,” says Marie 
Cheron of the Europe-based association Transport 
& Environment. 

Those who do not commit to a decarbonization 
strategy, some of whom say they are waiting for 
technologies to improve, “are falling behind,” she 
says. 

Another motivation to transition, Roeth says, is 
that drivers who have been able to test them, “love 
the electric trucks a lot.” “They’re very quiet, they 
don’t have the smells of the exhaust, and they are 
comfortable to drive.” 

 
Cost considerations  

For the adoption of electric trucks to accelerate, 
their range must truly live up to promises and bat-
teries ideally would shrink, several analysts told 

AFP. The charging infrastructure must also be built 
out. That means adding more charging stations, but 
also building an electric distribution system strong 
enough to allow, for example, ten trucks to plug in 
at the same time in one parking lot. The biggest 
factor will certainly be price. An electric truck costs 
about 70 percent more to buy than a diesel truck 
at the moment, but in terms of energy and mainte-
nance, it’s cheaper, Mullaney says. 

“Battery electric vehicles will be competitive 
with diesel... it’s only a matter of time,” a spokes-
woman for the American manufacturer Navistar, a 

subsidiary of Traton, told AFP. Wedbush Securities 
analyst Dan Ives says that Tesla must now “prove 
they can produce at scale, they need to execute.” 

In late October, Musk said that Tesla is aiming to 
build 50,000 Semis by 2024. 

In 2018, when production of Tesla’s Model 3 
sedan struggled to ramp up, Musk showed that he 
was capable of getting his teams to speed up. Ives 
says Musk’s attention is unfortunately focused on 
his newest acquisition, Twitter. “The circus show 
there takes away a monumental moment in Tesla 
history,” he adds. —AFP

Tesla hoping electric ‘Semi’ will  
shake up heavy duty market

US automaker eyes heavy duty vehicles with longer ranges

 

EU warns Musk  
that Twitter must  
obey disinfo rules 

 
BRUSSELS: Europe’s top official for enforcing 
digital regulation warned Twitter boss Elon Musk 
on Wednesday that he must do more to fight dis-
information in order to comply with EU law. The 
EU commissioner for the internal market, Thierry 
Breton, held a video call with Musk and told him 
“there is still huge work ahead” to bring the plat-
form in line with Brussels’ rules. 

Breton posted a brief, silent video clip of his 
videoconference on Musk’s platform Twitter, but 
followed it up with a link to a longer statement on 
the rival Mastodon network. “I welcome Elon 
Musk’s statements of intent to get Twitter 2.0 
ready for the DSA,” Breton said, referring to the 
EU Digital Services Act, Brussels’ overarching 
internet law 

“But let’s also be clear that there is still huge 
work ahead,” he said. “Twitter will have to imple-
ment transparent user policies, significantly rein-
force content moderation and protect freedom of 
speech, tackle disinformation with resolve and 
limit targeted advertising.” 

Musk did not directly reply to Breton’s post 
but in a separate tweet responding to another 
user, he agreed that under previous management 
Twitter had “failed in trust and safety for a very 
long time”. 

“Twitter 2.0 will be far more effective, trans-
parent and even-handed,” he promised. The DSA 
was passed last year and will enter into force next 
year after tech giants have had time to comply 
with stricter European orders to remove harmful 
or deliberately misleading content. 

Firms that are found not to be in compliance 
face fines of up to six percent of their global 
turnover or even a ban on operating in the 
European Union, a huge market of more than 440 
million people. Tech companies lobbied EU poli-
cymakers heavily before the law passed but most 
say they will strive to comply with the rules-
though Musk’s behavior since buying Twitter last 
month has raised alarm. 

 
‘Worldwide basis’  

A self-described “free speech absolutist”, 
Musk has already sacked many of the Twitter 
employees tasked with content moderation and 
maintaining ties with Brussels’ regulators. He has 
also begun to allow Twitter users banned from the 
platform for posting disinformation, such as for-
mer US president Donald Trump, to return. On 
Wednesday, it emerged that Twitter has also 
stopped enforcing a rule preventing users from 
sharing misleading information about Covid-19 
and vaccine effectiveness. 

Such moves represent red flags for Brussels, 
anxious to know whether a large and influential 
platform like Twitter will fall into line with the 
DSA. “I am pleased to hear that he has read it 
carefully and considers it as a sensible approach 
to implement on a worldwide basis,” Breton said 
in his online statement. But he followed up with 
five Mastodon posts laying out the checklist for 
platforms to meet DSA rules. 

These include reinforced content moderation, 
measures to tackle disinformation, transparent 
rules against the manipulation of social media 
content and a limit on targeted advertising. Finally, 
it warns Silicon Valley giants to be prepared for a 
European audit of their procedures. —AFP

With its sleek design, the Tesla electric semi has been highly anticipated since Musk unveiled a prototype in 2017, but 
the launch of full-scale production has been delayed well past the initial 2019 expectation. —AFP

German gas giant  
takes Gazprom to  
court over halts 

 
BERLIN: German energy giant Uniper said 
Wednesday it was taking Gazprom to an interna-
tional tribunal over the Russian company’s failure 
to deliver gas, saying it has so far cost them €11.6 
billion ($12 billion). 

After Moscow invaded Ukraine, Gazprom 
steadily dwindled pipeline supplies to Germany in 
apparent retaliation for Western sanctions on 
Russia, sending energy prices soaring. Germany’s 
biggest gas importer, Uniper was left facing bank-
ruptcy, prompting the government to announce it 
would nationalize the firm over fears its failure 
could send shockwaves through Europe’s top 
economy. 

The German company said it had begun legal 
action against Gazprom at a tribunal in Stockholm, 
claiming damages over gas that had not been deliv-
ered since June. “It is about gas volumes that were 
contractually agreed with Gazprom but not deliv-
ered and for which we had to procure replace-
ments at extremely high market prices and still 
have to do so,” CEO Klaus-Dieter Maubach said in 
a statement. 

Uniper has been forced to buy replacement gas 
at higher costs, which it said had so far cost €11.6 
billion, with the figure set to continue growing until 
the end of 2024. 

“We incurred these costs, but they are not our 
responsibility,” added Maubach. Gazprom confirmed 
Uniper had launched legal action, adding that it 
“does not recognize the breach of contracts and the 
legitimacy of the claims for damages”, according to a 
statement carried by Russian news agencies. 

Earlier this month, Uniper reported a €40-bil-
lion net loss for the first nine months of the year, 
one of the biggest losses in German corporate 

history. As part of the rescue deal, the government 
initially said it would pump €eight billion into 
Uniper. But last week, the company said Berlin 
would need to spend an additional €25 billion to 
stave off the firm’s collapse. 

The government will finance the rescue out of a 
€200-billion fund designed to cushion the impact 
of the energy crisis on households and businesses. 
Uniper will ask shareholders to formally approve 
the deal on December 19.  —AFP

BEC opens doors  
63rd branch  
in Kuwait  

 
KUWAIT: Bahrain Exchange Company WLL 
(BEC), one of Kuwait’s leading worldwide 
money transfer and foreign exchange compa-
nies, has announced on Thursday the opening 
of its 63rd retail outlet and 5th in Salmiya. 
Situated in Naser Al-Bader Street, Block 12, 
will be open for business from Saturday to 
Friday, 9am - 9pm.  

The branch will cater to many locals and 
expatriates in the area who require money 
transfer and currency exchange services. 
Customers will be offered great rates on cur-
rency exchange and BEC’s full suite of money 
transfer services, including Cash Pick-up and 
Credit  to Account through EzRemit , 

MoneyGram and Transfast. The branch was 
inaugurated by CEO of BEC Mathews 
Varughese. Commenting on the new branch 
Mathews Varughese said, “Part of our business 
strategy is to open convenient and accessible 
branch locations and to take BEC closer to our 
customers. As Salmiya is highly populated with 
expatriates living and working there, we felt it 
was ideal to open our 5th branch to meet the 
needs of customers.”  

BEC currently has 63 branches conveniently 
located across Kuwait and specialises in send-
ing money around the globe safely and quickly 
to over 46,000 locations in 30 countries 
through its own money transfer product - 
EzRemit. Its global reach is extended to over 
200 countries and territories through its part-
nership with MoneyGram an international 
remittance company. BEC also has its own 
online money transfer service, BEC Online, 
allowing customers to send money fast, safe 
and securely from the comfort of their own 
home or office or on the go through BEC App.

China has room  
to adjust COVID  
policy: IMF 

 
WASHINGTON: China has room 
to adjust its strict zero-COVID poli-
cy, the IMF said Wednesday, while 
underlining that the country’s tough 
virus restrictions have been espe-
cial ly hard on its people. 
Demonstrations against the meas-
ures have erupted across major 
Chinese cities in recent days, in a 
rare outpouring of public frustration 
not seen since pro-democracy ral-
l ies in 1989 were crushed with 
deadly force. 

“COVID and COVID-related 
restrictions are hard on people... 
This has been the case everywhere, 
and even more so in China,” an IMF 
spokesperson told AFP in an 
emailed statement. Almost three 
years into the pandemic, China still 

deploys strict virus containment 
policies including snap lockdowns 
of entire neighborhoods and cities 
to stamp out flare-ups, with the 
measures taking a heavy toll on 
consumers and businesses. 

While authorities have made poli-
cies more targeted, “there is scope 
for further gradual, safe recalibra-
tion,” the Washington-based fund 
said. The IMF spokesperson added 
that control measures after out-
breaks, including major business hub 
Shanghai which was sealed off for 
months this year, weighed on 
domestic economic activity. 

The zero-COVID policies have 
also had spillover effects outside 
China, interrupting regional and 
global supply chains. With the coun-
try’s economy only “partially recov-
ered so far,” an adjustment of its 
current policy could help growth 
pick up in 2023 and support the 
global economy at a difficult time, 
the IMF said. On Tuesday, IMF man-
aging director Kristalina Georgieva 

warned it might have to slash growth 
forecasts for China, saying this is a 
time of “high uncertainty.” 

In October, the IMF cut its pro-
jection for the country’s economic 
growth to 3.2 percent this year. 
Georgieva added on Tuesday that 
Beijing is looking into its zero-

COVID approach “with a perspec-
tive to shift to more targeted 
response.” For now, China continues 
to see clashes between police and 
protesters as a wave of demonstra-
tions sparked by COVID-lockdowns 
expand into demands for greater 
freedoms. —AFP

Women wearing face masks wait in line to get their routine COVID-19 throat swab 
tests at a coronavirus testing site in Beijing. —AFP


