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Celtics overwhelm Heat;  
Booker dominates Bulls

Tatum puts up a season-high 49 points
MIAMI: Jayson Tatum put up a season-high 49 
points as the Eastern Conference-leading Boston 
Celtics enjoyed a 134-121 win over the Miami 
Heat on Wednesday. With the victory, in front of 
the watching British royals Prince William and his 
wife Kate, the Celtics extended their home win-
ning streak to ten games. It was Tatum’s ninth 30-
point game in November, tying his personal best 
month — only Larry Bird has produced more 30-
point games in a calendar month for the storied 
Boston team. 

Tatum, who received chants of “MVP” whenev-
er he went to the free-throw line, shot 15 of 25 
from the floor, made eight of his 12 three-point 
attempts, as well as 11 of 12 free throws. He also 
collected 11 rebounds. The 24-year-old set the 
tone of Boston’s dominance from the outset, scor-
ing six points in the opening minute and putting 
28 points on the board by half-time. The Heat 
tried to keep pace with their free-scoring oppo-
nents, with Max Strus and Bam Adebayo scoring 
23 points each. Adebayo was ejected in the final 
moments after two technical fouls. 

The fifth straight win for the Celtics (18-4) 
came in what was a rematch of last season’s 
Eastern Conference final and although Miami 
were without their star forward Jimmy Butler, 
Tatum felt it was a significant result. “This is good 
test, it is a team we have been competing against 
for the last couple of years and regardless of who 
is in, or out, we know we are going to get their 
best,” he said. Devin Booker produced a blistering 
51 points before the end of the third quarter as 
Western Conference leaders the Phoenix Suns 
beat the Chicago Bulls 132-113. 

Booker reached his tally in less than 31 min-
utes on court with 20 of 25 from the field and 6 
of 7 three-point attempts. “You hate to say 
classic Book, because you almost take it for 
granted ,”  sa id  Suns  head  coach  Monty 
Williams. “It certainly was a special night and 
to do it in 30 minutes, it’s just one of those 
moments that you just sit and watch a guy get 
hot,” he added. Deandre Ayton helped out with 
30 points and 15 rebounds, his seventh straight 
double-double in what was a sixth straight win 
for Phoenix. 

The Denver Nuggets kept on the tails of the 
Suns at the top of the West thanks to a 120-100 
win over the Houston Rockets with Jamal Murray 
scoring 26 points. The Utah Jazz ended their five-
game losing streak with a 125-112 win over the 
Los Angeles Clippers in Salt Lake City. Jordan 
Clarkson had a season-high 33 points for the Jazz 
while John Wall had 26 points off the bench for 
the Clippers. Giannis Antetokounmpo made 37 
points, 13 rebounds and seven assists as the 
Milwaukee Bucks defeated the New York Knicks 
109-103. 

Kevin Durant had 39 points in the Brooklyn 
Nets’ 113-107 win over the Washington Wizards 
with his 351st career 30-point game taking him 
past Jerry West as the eighth most in NBA history. 
Durant followed up his season-high 45 points in 
Monday’s win over Orlando with another fine dis-
play, as Brooklyn condemned the Wizards to their 
fourth loss in five games. The Cleveland Cavaliers 
crushed the Philadelphia 76ers 113-85 with Caris 
LeVert scoring 22 points, while Darius Garland 
had 21 points and nine assists. 

The Atlanta Hawks ended a three-game losing 
streak as they beat the Orlando Magic 125-109, 
with Trae Young putting up 30 points. The defeat 
was the sixth straight loss for the Magic, despite 
the return from injury of Markelle Fultz and Cole 
Anthony. Franz Wagner top scored with 22 points 

for Orlando. Zion Williams had 33 points and Trey 
Murphy 26 as the New Orleans Pelicans beat the 
Toronto Raptors 126-108. The Pelicans had led by 
31 points in the third quarter before Toronto 
closed the gap. Gary Trent Jr scored 35 points for 
the Raptors. —AFP

BOSTON: Haywood Highsmith #24 of the Miami Heat and Kyle Lowry #7 try to stop Jayson Tatum #0 of the Boston Celtics 
during the second half at TD Garden on November 30, 2022 in Boston. —AFP

 

Real, Barca refuse  
to attend ‘illegal’  
Dubai meeting 

 
MADRID: Barcelona and Real Madrid on 
Wednesday united in their opposition to 
attending a La Liga meeting scheduled to be 
held in Dubai, deeming the gathering “illegal”. 
The Spanish top flight’s general assembly is 
planned for Dubai on December 7 but will 
now take place without the country’s two sto-
ried clubs. 

Real “will not send any representative to 
Dubai” while the Catalan club also said they 
“will not attend” in statements issued simulta-
neously on Wednesday. Madrid said it was 
“illegal” to summon the clubs “more than 
5,000km from the headquarters of La Liga” 
and that it was “completely inappropriate and 
deeply inconsistent for La Liga to carry out 
such financial expenditure”. 

Barca insisted the meeting “could take 
place at the headquarters of La Liga”. The 
regulatory changes that will be discussed in 
the UAE “require greater prior debate, a more 
in-depth and participatory analysis,” they 
added. Real and Barca have been at logger-
heads with La Liga in recent times. Along 
with Italian giants Juventus, they still have not 
abandoned hope of shaping a European 
Super League project despite the controver-
sial plans being quickly dropped in April last 
year. —AFP

England put  
Pakistan to the  
sword in first Test 

 
RAWALPINDI: Four England batsmen scored hun-
dreds Thursday as the visitors piled up a record 
506-4 on the opening day of the first Test against 
Pakistan in Rawalpindi. Openers Zak Crawley (122) 
and Ben Duckett (107) set the tone with quick-fire 
tons against a hapless Pakistan bowling attack before 
Ollie Pope (108)and Harry Brook (101 not out) com-
pounded their misery. Ben Stokes was also not out, 
on 34, when bad light stopped play, having helped 
England break a 112-year-old record for the most 
runs on the first day of a Test-beating Australia’s 
494-6 against South Africa at Sydney. 

After winning the toss England went straight into 
“Bazball” mode, the brand of freewheeling, aggres-
sive batting taken from the nickname of head coach 
Brendon McCullum. England’s fiery batting-with 73 
boundaries and three sixes-lifted the gloom over the 
start, which hung in the balance Wednesday after 
several of the tourists came down with a mystery 
virus. As if the punishment from the top three wasn’t 
enough, Brook-playing only his second Test-cracked 
six consecutive boundaries off one over from debu-
tant spinner Saud Shakeel. 

He is only the fourth batsman to score six consec-
utive boundaries in a Test, following West Indians 
Chris Gayle and Ramnaresh Sarwan, and Sri Lanka’s 
Sanath Jayasuriya. Brook reached his maiden century 
off just 80 balls, capping a highly entertaining day for 

a crowd of 6,000 that included around 150 “Barmy 
Army” fans. Brook added 176 for the fourth wicket 
with Pope, who fell to pacer Mohammad Ali. Pakistan 
had briefly fought back in the second session when 
they dismissed Duckett, Crawley and Joe Root (23) in 
the space of 53 runs, but that was shortlived. 

Debutant leg-spinner Zahid Mahmood was the 
most successful Pakistan bowler with 2-160 on a 
pitch similar to the one used against Australia earlier 
this year. That pitch was declared “below average” 
by the match referee after it yielded 1,187 runs for 
the loss of just 14 wickets over five days. Duckett, 
who hit his maiden hundred after being recalled to 
the Test side following an absence of six years, was 
the first to go when he missed a reverse sweep off 
Mahmood and was trapped leg-before. 

West Indian umpire Joel Wilson initially ruled it 
not out, only to change his decision on Pakistan’s 
review. Duckett, who hit 15 boundaries, put on 233 
for the first wicket with Crawley-an England record 
for the first wicket against Pakistan. It beat the 1962 
stand of 198 between openers Geoff Pullar and Bob 
Barber in Dhaka, then East Pakistan. Crawley was 
bowled off a sharp incoming delivery by Haris Rauf in 
the next over, the Test debutant’s first wicket. 

The lanky Crawley hit 21 boundaries in his quick-
fire 111-ball innings, his third Test hundred. Former 
skipper Root also fell leg-before to Mahmood, 
unsuccessfully challenging the decision. Crawley 
showed his intent right from the start, hitting three 
boundaries off Pakistan fast bowler Naseem Shah’s 
first over of the match, and bringing up his half-cen-
tury off just 38 balls. He could have become the first 
England batter to score a century before lunch on 
day one of a Test but was left nine short. England are 
on their first Test tour to Pakistan in 17 years. —AFP

RAWALPINDI: England’s captain Ben Stokes plays a shot 
during the first day of the first cricket Test match between 
Pakistan and England on December 1, 2022.  —AFP

Zain awards winners 
of Arab Open Padel  
Tournament 

 
KUWAIT: Zain, Kuwait’s leading digital service 
provider, joined in awarding the winners of the Arab 
Open Padel Tournament, the first padel competition 
of its kind in the region. The tournament, sponsored 
by Zain and organized by TRYSET, featured 512 pro 
and novice players from the GCC and the Arab 
world. Zain is a strong believer in shouldering the 
local youth and sports sectors.  

The company continues to support many major 
competitions and sporting events in the community, 
including this thrilling tournament that happened for 
the first time in the region. Zain joined in awarding 
the winners during the final ceremony attended by 
H.E. Ambassador of Egypt to Kuwait Osama 
Shaltout, where Egypt was crowned the champion 
of the tournament. The event continued for three 
days at Padel Time courts in Ardiya, and featured 
512 players from all GCC countries, Egypt, Tunisia, 
and Morocco.  

Teams were divided into 7 levels: professionals 
(males and females), novices (males and females), 
under 16s (males and females), and above 45s 
(males). Zain not only focuses on economic and busi-

ness activities, but also contributes significantly to 
social programs, including sports. The company has 
endless confidence in the competencies of Kuwaiti 
athletes and their capabilities in excelling in different 
fields, on both regional and international levels.  

Zain is also proud to continue supporting many 
Kuwaiti athletes who represent the nation across 
local, regional, and international arenas, and attain 

the highest accolades. Padel is a racket sport that 
witnessed great popularity recently in Kuwait and 
around the world and features a unique playstyle 
that consists of a mix of tennis and squash. The 
sport is usually played in doubles in a closed court 
with walls the ball can be played off. Zain recently 
organized two padel tournaments for its staff, with 
both achieving great success. 

Zain awarded winners in the presence of Egyptian ambassador.

Smith struggles as  
Micheluzzi leads  
Australian Open 

 
MELBOURNE: World number three Cameron Smith 
struggled on Thursday in the opening round of the 
Australian Open, falling behind course record-setting 
leader David Micheluzzi, while Grace Kim led the 
women’s tournament in Melbourne. British Open champi-
on Smith was left frustrated after a difficult day in which 
he finished one-over par with four bogeys, leaving him 
tied for 64th. Smith, who won the Australian PGA 
Championship last weekend, is playing in his first 
Australian Open in three years, and will need to improve 
at Kingston Heath on Friday to make the halfway cut. 

“I thought it was all pretty rubbish to be honest,” 
Smith said. “That’s as bad as I’ve played in a long time. 
“The course was pretty difficult, the conditions were 
pretty difficult, but still I need to be better than that.” 
Local professional Micheluzzi set the benchmark, firing 
seven-under and course record 63 to lead by three 
shots from fellow Australian Matthew Griffin. 
Micheluzzi opened his round with a bogey on the 10th, 
but then reeled off eight birdies to march four shots 
clear at one stage. 

“I know this course like the back of my hand, and I got 
the putter going too,” Micheluzzi said. “I’ve just got to do 
the same thing. Just hit it good tomorrow, shoot a decent 
score and then obviously come into the weekend, hope-
fully flopping with all the big boys.” World number 36 
Adam Scott was all over the place with seven birdies 
mixed with four bogeys and even a double-bogey in his 
one-under 71. Grace Kim equalled the women’s course 
record at Kingston Heath with a seven-under 66. 

Kim blazed five birdies in her opening five holes on 
her way to lead the women’s tournament, while Australia’s 
world number four Minjee Lee opened with a two-under 
70 to be joint ninth. Little more than 12 months after turn-
ing professional, Kim is headed for the LPGA Tour in 
2023 after earning a maiden win on the Epson Tour and 
finishing fifth on the money list. —AFP 

Kenya escapes ban  
as World Athletics  
hails govt’s pledge 

 
ROME: Kenya avoided becoming a sporting pariah 
as World Athletics president Sebastian Coe wel-
comed its government’s pledge of a financial package 
to combat doping in what he called “a long journey” 
to build trust. “The Kenyan federation and govern-

ment feel this (doping) has been a disfiguring period 
in what should have been a Herculean period for 
Kenyan athletics,” Coe said after a World Athletics 
Council meeting in Rome. “But I’m really delighted 
because all the stakeholders that matter, both domes-
tically and internationally, are now aligned to do 
everything we can to resolve this issue.” 

Following talks with Kenya’s new Sports Minister 
Ababu Namwamba, Coe said: “We made some real 
progress.” The Kenyan government pledged $25 
million (24.20 million euros) over five years to help 
finance more anti-doping personnel, increase test-
ing and investigation, bolster education pro-

grammes and also “deeper dive into entourages”. 
The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) will “work closely 
with Kenyan government to try and resolve this as 
quickly as it possibly can”. 

The east African track and field giants have 55 
athletes listed on the AIU’s global list of ineligible 
persons, last updated on November 21. A further 
eight are listed as being provisionally suspended. 
The doping problem, however, is not new. The ath-
letics powerhouse has been in the top category on 
the WADA watch list since February 2016, alongside 
only Bahrain, Belarus, Ethiopia, Morocco, Nigeria 
and Ukraine.—AFP 


