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DOHA: Mexico suffered an agonizing exit from 
the World Cup on goal difference on Wednesday 
despite beating Saudi Arabia 2-1 in a dramatic 
finale to Group C. Second-half goals from Henry 
Martin and Luis Chavez secured victory for 
Mexico at Lusail Stadium but they finished third 
behind Poland after Salem Al-Dawsari’s late 
strike. Mexico desperately pushed for a third goal 
in an effort to improve their goal difference as 
they faced elimination on FIFA fair play rules but 
they fell short. 

“That’s why we went for it ,” said Mexico 
coach Gerardo Martino. “We knew Poland had 
fewer yellow cards and it was necessary in that 
moment because of the other result. “It’s a great 
sadness and I assume responsibility for this 
huge failure.” Saudi Arabia’s win over Argentina 
in their opening match was one of the greatest 
upsets in World Cup history but they crashed 
back down to earth with a 2-0 loss to Poland in 
their second game. 

Coach Herve Renard urged his players to show 
that was no flash in the pan and write themselves 
into Saudi football history by reaching the knock-
out rounds for the first time since 1994. “Before 
this game we were dreaming to do it again,” said 
Renard. “With the game we did today we didn’t 
deserve to go to the second round.” “Mexico were 
much better than us,” he added. Having failed to 
win either of their first two group games for the 
first time in 44 years, Mexico knew victory was 
essential if they were to stand a chance of reach-
ing the last 16 at an eighth successive World Cup. 

Tactical reshuffle 
Martino ditched the back five he used in the 2-0 

loss to Argentina and brought in Martin to lead the 
attack. It almost reaped immediate rewards but Saudi 
goalkeeper Mohammed Al-Owais raced out to block 
Alexis Vega after he was slipped in behind the defence 
by Hirving Lozano. Al-Owais, one of the heroes of the 
2-1 win over Argentina, tentatively palmed away a 
bouncing cross ahead of a lunging Martin and held 
weak attempts by Chavez and Orbelin Pineda. 

Mohamed Kanno whipped a free-kick just over 
for Saudi Arabia, who saw defender Ali Al-Bulayhi 
forced off with injury - adding to their mounting 
casualty list. Mexico continued to attack without 
success and Ali Al-Hassan nearly sent the bulk of 
the largely Saudi crowd wild late in the first half 
with a diving header that flashed wide of the far 
post. Chavez tested Al-Owais right after the inter-
val and Martin soon broke the deadlock as he 
turned in from close range following Cesar Montes’ 
clever flick-on at a corner. 

Mexico’s second goal arrived just five minutes 
later when Chavez sensationally curled a free-kick 
into the top corner from 30 meters. Keeping an eye 
on the score between Argentina and Poland, 
Mexico pressed relentlessly for a third goal, with 
Lozano’s effort ruled out for a tight offside. Martin 
blazed over when he had a glorious chance and 
Chavez had another free-kick turned away by Al-
Owais, who also sprawled to his right to claw out a 
drive from Lozano. Uriel Antuna then had another 
goal disallowed for offside before Al-Dawsari’s late 
strike. —AFP

Mexico suffer agonizing  
exit from the World Cup

Mexico beat Saudi Arabia, exit on goal difference 

DOHA: Mexico’s forward #20 Henry Martin (center) scores his team’s first goal past Saudi Arabia’s goalkeeper #21 
Mohammed Al-Owais during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C football match between Saudi Arabia and Mexico on 
November 30, 2022. —AFP  

 

FIFA World Cup 2022 
Ghana v Uruguay                                  18:00 
beIN Sports HD 2 Max 
Korea Republic v Portugal                    18:00 
beIN Sports HD 1 Max 
Cameroon v Brazil                                22:00 
beIN Sports HD 1 Max 
beIN Sports Connect 
Serbia v Switzerland                            22:00 
beIN Sports HD 2 Max 
beIN Sports Connect 
beIN SPORTS

Today’s matches Argentina stun  
Poland; Messi  
misses penalty  

 
DOHA: It was billed as a clash between two of the 
greatest strikers in the world: Lionel Messi v 
Robert Lewandowski. And as Argentina beat 
Poland 2-0 to secure top spot in Group C and a 
place in the World Cup knock-out phase, to play 
Australia, there was only one winner. For once, 
Messi was not the Albiceleste’s match-winner - he 
even missed a first-half penalty - but Argentina still 
danced to the beat of his drum. “I’m angry at miss-
ing that penalty but the team came out stronger 
after my mistake. We knew that once the first goal 
went in it would change the game,” said Messi. 

Lewandowski, for his part, never got into the 
game, a mirror image of his strangely subdued and 
passive team-mates, who sat back from the first 
whistle and rarely tested Argentine goalkeeper 
Emiliano Martinez. At one point deep into stop-
page time, the two captains and stars of their 
teams went face-to-face, with Messi on the ball. 
The rest of his performance was insipid, but this 
time at least Lewandowski showed dogged deter-
mination not to be beaten by Messi, and fouled 
him. Poland coach Czeslaw Michniewicz blamed 
Lewandowski’s poor showing on the side’s lack-
lustre performance. 

“I’m not attacking in any way my team but they 
didn’t help him or help him to score,” said the 
coach. “If Messi had played with us and Robert 
Lewandowski with Argentina, he would have 
scored f ive goals.” Despite the chastening 
evening, there was some solace for the Polish star 
- Mexico’s 2-1 win over Saudi Arabia in the other 
match in Group C meant Poland sneaked into the 
last 16 as runners-up on goal difference. They will 
face defending France next, a daunting task. Messi 
and Lewnadowski were both all smiles at the end 
and embraced warmly. 

The Argentine easily had the upper hand in a 

game the South Americans dominated from start to 
finish and was involved in the most important - and 
contentious - moment of the opening 45 minutes. 
Messi was adjudged to have been fouled by Poland 
goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny when challenging for 
a header in the area. The referee initially did not 
award the spot-kick but changed his mind after a 
VAR intervention, much to the delight of the massed 
ranks of Argentina fans, and the surprise of many. 
Szczesny dived to his left and batted away Messi’s 
spot-kick with a huge right paw. 

 
Penalty save 

It was Messi’s 31st missed penalty. Messi had 
been in the thick of things early on, forcing 
Szczesny into two straightforward saves inside the 
first 10 minutes. He was also regularly involved in 
Argentina’s build-up play as they dominated both 

possession and territory. Lewandowski, on the 
other hand, was an isolated figure on his own up 
front, crowded out whenever he received the ball, 
which was rare. 

Messi was not involved in Argentina’s two 
goals but took the game to Poland in the second 
half, and twice drove into the area only to see 
his shot blocked by a desperate last-ditched 
tackler. And the seven-time world player of the 
year could have sealed the win 20 minutes from 
time but Szczesny got down well to block his 
weak shot from just inside the box. He then put 
Julian Alvarez, scorer of Argentina’s second goal, 
away but the Manchester City forward blasted 
his shot into the side-netting. It was not Messi’s 
best or most influential evening, but he won this 
battle hands down and his World Cup dream 
lives on. —AFP

DOHA: Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski (right) and Argentina’s forward #10 Lionel Messi fight for the ball during 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C football match between Poland and Argentina on November 30, 2022. —AFP

Iranian killed while 
celebrating World  
Cup loss to US 

 
PARIS: An Iranian man was shot dead by the securi-
ty forces after celebrating when the United States 
eliminated his country’s national team from the World 
Cup, rights groups said Wednesday. Iran was knocked 
out of the World Cup by its arch enemy the United 
States in Qatar on Tuesday night, drawing a mixed 
response from pro- and anti-regime supporters. 

Many had refused to support the national team in 
response to a bloody government crackdown on more 
than two months of protests sparked by the death in 
custody of Mahsa Amini. Mehran Samak, 27, was shot 
dead after honking his car horn in Bandar Anzali, a city 
on the Caspian Sea coast northwest of Tehran, human 
rights groups said. Samak “was targeted directly and 
shot in the head by security forces... following the 
defeat of the national team against America”, said 
Oslo-based group Iran Human Rights (IHR). —AFP 


