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News in brief

Kuwait keen to contribute 
to energy security, growth

Kuwait believes fossil fuel will remain important for meeting global energy needs
ROME: The state-owned Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC) CEO Sheikh Nawaf Saud 
Nasser Al-Sabah affirmed on Friday KPC’s keen-
ness to develop the Kuwaiti oil sector to effectively 
contribute to maintaining global energy security 
and achieving economic and industrial growth. “The 
KPC, as a leading energy institution, is interested in 
retaining global energy security and supporting 
national and global economic growth,” Sheikh 
Nawaf Saud told KUNA on the sidelines of his par-
ticipation in the Rome-hosted Mediterranean 
Dialogues (MED 2022). 

He asserted that KPC is also keen on meeting the 
needs of energy markets and its customers around 
the world from crude oil and petroleum derivatives. 
He highlighted the corporation’s investment plans to 
increase production capacity and introduce new 

products through its three refineries: Al-Zour refin-
ery, Mina Al-Abdulla and Mina Al-Ahmadi. He 
pointed to the ambitious clean fuel project that was 
launched in March 2020 and is scheduled to be 
completed in the first quarter of 2023 to produce 
environmentally friendly petroleum derivatives, 
exporting low-sulfur diesel to European markets 
and increasing production to one million tons this 
year, with plans to double it next year. 

These projects are meant to help keep petroleum 
products within the components of the energy mix 
amid the ongoing global transformation, Sheikh 
Nawaf Saud clarified. He reiterated that Kuwait 
believes fossil fuel will remain important for meeting 
the global energy needs, even in the future after the 
current transition. The petroleum products are an 
indispensable component of the energy mix, he 

affirmed. He stated that the Kuwaiti oil sector is try-
ing to strike a balance between the demand for 
maintaining security and energy supplies and 
responding to the challenges of climate change 
through increasing production capacity of crude oil 
to cover the increase in Kuwait’s export quota 
according to OPEC+ agreement and at the same 
time working to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
from crude oil and petroleum derivatives. 

Sheikh Nawaf Saud said that KPC attaches great 
importance to preserving the share of Kuwaiti 
crude oil and petroleum derivatives in the global 
energy mix. He indicated that KPC’s invitation to 
participate in the MED 2022 dialogues on energy 
security and the role of major institutions in achiev-
ing this goal shows the important role played by the  
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US navy seizes ammunition 
 
MANAMA: The US Navy said Saturday it 
had seized one million rounds of ammunition 
along with rocket fuses and propellant being 
smuggled on a fishing trawler from Iran to 
war-torn Yemen. The cargo was discovered on 
Thursday “during a flag verification boarding”, 
the Bahrain-based United States Fifth Fleet 
said in a statement, noting it was the “second 
major illegal weapons seizure within a month” 
along the maritime route. The fishing trawler 
intercepted on Thursday was carrying nearly 
7,000 rocket fuses and “over 2,100 kilograms 
of propellant used to launch rocket propelled 
grenades”, the statement said. — AFP 

90% have resistance to COVID 
 
GENEVA: The WHO estimated Friday that 90 
percent of the world population now had some 
resistance to COVID-19, but warned that a trou-
bling new variant could still emerge. Gaps in vigi-
lance were leaving the door open for a new virus 
variant to appear and overtake the globally dom-
inant Omicron, said World Health Organization 
director-general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. 
“WHO estimates that at least 90 percent of the 
world’s population now has some level of immu-
nity to SARS-CoV-2, due to prior infection or 
vaccination,” said Tedros, referring to the virus 
that causes the COVID-19 disease.  — AFP 

A handout photo released on Dec 3, 2022 
shows a fishing trawler intercepted by the US 
Navy in the Gulf of Oman. — AFP 

LONDON: Major oil producers are expected to stick 
to their current output strategy or even slash produc-
tion further when they meet on Sunday in the face of 
falling prices, a Russian oil price cap and an embargo 

on Russian crude shipments. At their last ministerial 
session in October the 13-nation Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries headed by Riyadh and 
its 10 allies led by Moscow, collectively known as 
OPEC+, agreed to reduce output by two million bar-
rels per day (bpd) from November. 

The OPEC+ reduction amounted to the biggest 
cut since the height of the COVID pandemic in 
2020. Amid fears of economic slowdown, Sunday’s 
cartel meeting via videoconference convenes ahead 
of the EU enforcing an embargo on Russian crude 
shipments from Monday. G7 countries, the EU and 

Australia had also appeared close to agreeing a $60 
per barrel price cap on Russian oil Thursday. 

The alliance should vote for a “rollover of the 
previous decision” to cut two million bpd, an Iranian 
source told AFP Thursday, arguing that the market 
was “very uncertain” in light of imminent European 
sanctions. “Odds are that the group will reassert its 
commitment to its latest output cuts,” said PVM 
Energy analyst Stephen Brennock, adding he would 
not rule out that they “may even potentially 
announce fresh cuts” to bolster prices. 
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OPEC set to stick 
or cut more amid 
Russian price cap

TEHRAN: In this photo taken on Oct 11, 2022, a woman walks past a mural in 
the Iranian capital. — AFP 

PALMDALE, California: The B-21 Raider is unveiled during a ceremony at Northrop Grumman’s Air Force 
Plant 42 on Dec 2, 2022. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iran’s parliament and the 
judiciary are reviewing a law which 
requires women to cover their heads, 
and which triggered more than two 
months of deadly protests, the attorney 
general said. The demonstrations 
began after Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-
old Iranian of Kurdish origin, died in 
custody on September 16 after her 
arrest by Iran’s morality police for an 
alleged breach of the dress code. 

Protesters have burned their head 
coverings and shouted anti-govern-
ment slogans. Since Amini’s death a 
growing number of women are not 
observing hijab, particularly in Tehran’s 
fashionable north. The hijab headscarf 

became obligatory for all women in 
Iran in April 1983, four years after the 
1979 revolution that overthrew the US-
backed monarchy. “Both parliament 
and the judiciary are working (on the 
issue)”, of whether the law needs any 
changes, Mohammad Jafar Montazeri 
said in the holy city of Qom. 

Quoted on Friday by the ISNA 
news agency, he did not specify what 
could be modified in the law. The 
review team met on Wednesday with 
parliament’s cultural commission “and 
will see the results in a week or two”, 
the attorney general said. President 
Ebrahim Raisi on Saturday said Iran’s 
republican and Islamic foundations 
were constitutionally entrenched. “But 
there are methods of implementing the 
constitution that can be flexible,” he 
said in televised comments. 
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PALMDALE, California: The United States on 
Friday unveiled the B-21 Raider, a high-tech stealth 
bomber that can carry nuclear and conventional 
weapons and is designed to be able to fly without a 
crew on board. The slickly choreographed ceremo-
ny at B-21 manufacturer Northrop Grumman’s facil-
ity in Palmdale, California opened with the US 
national anthem as older bombers roared over a 
crowd that included top US officials. 

Dramatic music played and lights flashed as the 
doors of a hanger holding the new aircraft slowly 
opened, and the crowd applauded as the cloth cov-
ering it was pulled away to reveal a sleek grey  
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