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It is acknowledged and understood that there is a strong 
connection between gender equality and the environment. 
While evidence varies from one country to another, it col-

lectively proves that gender equality has a positive impact on 
social and environmental development. If not tackled properly, 
environment initiatives, endeavors and protection practices 
reveal gender inequality. Anyone who is active in the legal, jus-
tice, humanitarian, environment and sustainable development 
arenas is aware of this connection between gender equality and 
climate justice. 

In some Asian countries, women were excluded from decision 
making positions and environmental policy structuring processes, 
and only a few specialized female-focused groups were included. 
As a result, such countries failed to include a framework that 
secures environment protection where women are in the deci-
sion-making process and overlooked the different needs of men 
and women in forestry management due to the fact that they did 
not tackle women’s needs or furnished the suitable platform to 
address the geographic connection between women and the 
environment. 

In some African countries, women already lack secure access 
to forests and informal norms and biases often result in women not 
getting invited to forest governance meetings. In these countries, 
and in almost three-quarters of households without drinkable 
water, women are primarily responsible for collecting it. While 
they have sufficient knowledge to address risks, threats and main 
challenges to obtain water for the nation and therefore without an 
intentional focus on and inclusion of gender concerns, these 
strategies shall fail to meet environmental sustainability. 

In Kuwait, the lack of women’s representation in the parlia-
ment and decision-making positions, and with the government 
not adopting a quota system for women in the parliament of any 
form for women’s political empowerment and assigning certain 
chairs for them, is an obvious bias against their gender, in spite of 
the fact that there are many Kuwaiti women who have sufficient 
qualifications and credentials to tackle climate risks and help 
achieve climate justice.  

On the other hand, with men the same credentials taking over 
these positions, such discrimination will hinder environment pro-
tection, as women are not involved the strategies that will come 
out, which will suffer from serious legal vacuums. If an individual 
obtains the required credentials, such a person should be in the 
right position regardless of their gender. In fact, including women 
in such positions shall enhance the legislative process and help 
achieve successful environmental sustainability strategies. 

Although many nongovernmental efforts focused on different 
entry points into the nexus of gender, education, leadership, and 
climate change, there is much more room for aligning gender 
equality and climate justice, and the solution should start on a 
government level where there must be an adoption of national 
mechanisms that empower women politically and help them reach 
decision-making positions, considering the fact that Kuwait still 
suffers from the pollution that took place post the invasion back 
in 1990, and today the new generations deserve to live in a better 
environment. 
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KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ahmad Al-
Awadhi affirmed the ministry’s efforts to develop 
the skills of employees through hosting applied 
medical conferences. Sharing experience with 
international experts can boost medical services 
provided for patients, said Dr Awadhi in his 
speech at the opening of the Annual Conference 

for Dermatology, Laser and Aesthetic Medicine 
on Saturday. Dermatology conferences are very 
important to people as it is related to their outer 
look, he said, adding that these events can help 
come up with new medicines, including biological 
and immunity-related drugs. 

Head of the Conference Dr Mohammad Al-

Otaibi said the conference includes several sem-
inars on recent scientific methods in dermato-
logical diagnosis and treatment of diseases. It 
also includes workshops for Kuwaiti and GCC 
doctors in the field, run by international experts, 
he said. The conference is held until Dec 4 at 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center.  —KUNA

Developing skills of medics provides 
better services for patients: Minister

Sadu program included 
on Register of Good 
Safeguarding Practices 

 
RABAT: The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) on Thursday 
included Kuwait’s educational program for training 
students on the traditional art of Al-Sadu weaving on 
its Register of Good Safeguarding Practices, which 
aims to preserve the world’s intangible cultural her-
itage. This came during the 17th session of the 
UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage held 
in the Moroccan capital from Nov 23 to Dec 3.  

This is a new Kuwaiti achievement that serves 
the international efforts to preserve the intangible 
cultural heritage and helps strengthen the country’s 
cultural identity, Chairperson of Al-Sadu Handicraft 
Cooperative Society, which developed the program, 
Sheikha Bibi Duaij Al-Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah told 
KUNA, expressing happiness and pride on the 
UNESCO decision. She dedicated this important 
cultural achievement to HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 

Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and all 
the Kuwaiti people.  

Al-Sadu is a conventional textile hand woven by 
Bedouin women, using natural fibers found in their 
environment and characterized by embroidery in 
geometrical shapes. The Al-Sadu Society devel-
oped the Educational Program: Train the Trainers in 
The Art of Weaving in collaboration with the Arts 
Department in the Ministry of Education, in order 
to raise awareness about traditional Al-Sadu weav-
ing among younger generations in Kuwait.  

A national curriculum was developed, along with 
training workshops to help teachers learn contem-
porary weaving techniques and how to transmit this 
traditional craft to students. End-of-year school 
textile artwork exhibitions are also hosted at Sadu 
House to showcase the program outcomes. Since 
the program’s inception in 2018, 30,959 students 
have completed the course, and sixty male and 
female art teachers from the six school districts 
have successfully completed the initial training at 
Sadu House, going on to train an additional 220 
teachers. 

The program has had a significant impact on 
students and art teachers, many of whom have 

demonstrated a high level of manual ability and cre-
ativity in traditional weaving. The positive effects of 
the program are evident in the students’ artwork 
and in the teachers’ enthusiasm to instruct and 
arrange end-of-year exhibitions revolving around 
Al-Sadu weaving.  —KUNA

RABAT: Chairperson of Al-Sadu Society Sheikha Bibi Duaij 
Al-Sabah and Ambassador Adam Al-Mulla.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi visits the Annual Conference for Dermatology, Laser and Aesthetic Medicine. —KUNA photos


