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KPC and its subsidiary the Kuwait Petroleum 

International which owns 2,800 gas stations in Italy 
and about 5,000 gas stations across Europe. 

Sheikh Nawaf Saud explained that this presence 
and huge investments demonstrate Kuwait’s role in 
cooperating with friendly European countries 
through supplying them with oil products needed 
for the development of their economies and in 
return finding safe outlets for Kuwaiti petroleum 
products in Europe.  

Earlier in the day, the KPC chief partook in a 
session entitled “Towards a Broader Approach for 
Energy Security” which was also attended by 
Bahraini and Algerian oil and energy ministers and 
the CEO of the Italian group Eni. In his speech at 
the session, Sheikh Nawaf Saud pointed out that 
despite the global approach towards achieving car-
bon neutrality and its impact on the demand for oil 
and gas, “we see oil and gas will retain their signifi-
cant role in meeting the global demand for energy 
until 2040”. He said that Kuwait, given the great 

role played by its national oil companies such as the 
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation in preserving energy 
supplies and achieving balance in the oil markets, 
aims to invest more in onshore exploration and off-
shore exploration to raise the proportion of pro-
duction from offshore drilling to about 25 percent 
of Kuwait’s total production by 2040.  

Sheikh Nawaf Saud referred to the corporation’s 
interest in clean fuel products as one of the most 
important initiatives of its transformation and sus-
tainability policy which aims to achieve carbon neu-
trality by 2050 through reducing direct greenhouse 
gas emissions resulting from operations and indirect 
ones from energy generation sources. He explained 
that this is done through investing in clean and 
renewable energy sources such as green hydrogen 
and circular carbon economy projects in order to 
achieve the optimal economic return for the institu-
tion and serve its operations. 

Sheikh Nawaf Saud spoke about the KPC role in 
supplying several Italian cities with low-sulfur 
diesel via a network of Q8 fuel stations. The corpo-
ration is proud that its subsidiary (the Kuwait 
Petroleum International) in Italy succeeded in 
reducing emissions category 1 and 2 category 58 
percent over previous years. He affirmed the corpo-
ration’s commitment to remain the reliable and sta-
ble supplier of crude oil and various petroleum 
products to its customers. — KUNA 

RMEILAN, Syria: A US-led coalition fighting 
jihadists resumed regular patrols in Kurdish-held 
areas of northeast Syria on Friday after earlier 
Turkish air strikes, an AFP correspondent and a 
Kurdish military source said. Patrols were reduced 
following the Turkish strikes that began on 
November 20 in Kurdish-controlled areas of Syria 
and Iraq, in response to a deadly Istanbul bombing 
that Ankara blamed on Kurdish groups. 

The Kurds denied responsibility. Hundreds of 
American troops are in Syria as part of the fight 
against remnants of the Islamic State group. Two 
four-vehicle patrols bearing US flags set off sepa-
rately from a base in Rmeilan in Hasakeh province, 
the AFP correspondent said. 

A vehicle belonging to the Kurdish-led Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF) accompanied each con-
voy, which travelled in different directions towards 
Syria’s borders. “The international coalition in 
cooperation with the Syrian Democratic Forces 
resumed its usual patrols in northeast Syria follow-
ing a reduction due to Turkish strikes in the area,” a 
Kurdish military source told AFP. 

The source requested anonymity as he was not 
authorized to speak on the matter. The usual 20 
weekly patrols had dropped to around five or six 
following the Turkish strikes, which Ankara said it 
carried out with aircraft and drones. 

The US supports the SDF, which is the Kurds’ de 
facto army in the area and led the battle that dis-
lodged IS from the last scraps of their Syrian terri-
tory in 2019.  

Mahmud Bardakhan, a member of the SDF gen-
eral command, meanwhile said the group “was 
forced to stop operations against IS cells for several 
days” due to the Turkish strikes. But operations tar-

geting the jihadists will resume on Saturday “in 
coordination with the coalition”, he added. 

White House National Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby on Friday warned Turkey not 
to disrupt operations by US and Kurdish forces in 
Syria, while acknowledging Ankara’s security con-
cerns in the volatile region. Turkey said it struck tar-
gets of the Syrian Kurdish People’s Protection Units 
(YPG), which dominate the SDF but which Ankara 
sees as an offshoot of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK). Turkey and its Western allies designate the 
PKK as a terrorist group. The SDF “needs to focus 

on repelling the Turkish threats and protecting its 
areas”, the Kurdish military source said. 

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a 
Britain-based war monitor with a vast network of 
sources on the ground, said patrols were also seen 
Friday in Deir Ezzor province further south. 

Turkey has threatened a ground operation in the 
semi-autonomous Syrian Kurdish zones, something 
which US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin on 
Wednesday expressed “strong opposition” to. 

The SDF has warned that a Turkish incursion 
would jeopardize the fight against IS. —AFP

US-led coalition forces resume  
regular patrols in northeast Syria 

Hundreds of American troops still fighting remnants of IS in Syria 

RUMAYLAN, Syria: US forces patrol near the countryside of Rumaylan (Rmeilan) in Syria’s northeastern Hasakeh 
province near the Turkish border, on December 2, 2022. —AFP

Biden, Prince  
William meet  
in chilly Boston 

 
BOSTON: US President Joe Biden met briefly 
Friday with Britain’s Prince William in Boston 
where the two quickly hit on the most British 
of conversation topics-the bad weather. As 
the heir to Britain’s throne strode up outside 
the John F. Kennedy Library and Museum 
without an overcoat, Biden remarked that it 
was “freezing.” 

Prince William chuckled and later could be 
heard informing the president that “when we 
got in Wednesday, it was pouring with rain.” 
The less than hour-long meeting took place 
while Prince William was in Boston with his 
wife Kate for their Earthshot Prize Awards 
ceremony, which promotes solutions to envi-

ronmental challenges. Biden, coincidentally, 
was in the city to attend a Democratic Party 
fundraiser. Strolling a short distance together 
along the edge of Boston harbor outside the 
library, Biden jokingly asked if they “were 
going to jump in” and Prince William suggest-
ed a “quick swim.” 

They then entered the JFK library complex 
to finish off the encounter in presumably more 
comfort. White House Press Secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre said Biden, who was up late 
Thursday hosting a dinner for French President 
Emmanuel Macron at the White House, “looks 
forward to spending time with Prince William.” 
Biden knows the JFK Library well, having gone 
there in September to launch his “cancer 
moonshot” strategy to bring the disease under 
control in the United States. 

“We expect that they will discuss their 
shared climate goals, prioritization of mental 
health issues and decreasing the burden of the 
disease,” Jean-Pierre told reporters. —AFP

BOSTON: Prince Will iam, Prince of Wales 
meets with US President Joe Biden at the 
John F Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum on December 02, 2022 in Boston, 
Massachusetts. —AFP

Ecuador seeks to  
protect Galapagos  
birds from flu 

 
QUITO: Ecuador has put in place a plan to try and 
protect its unique wild bird species on the 
Galapagos islands from the H5N1 virus also ram-
paging through Europe and North America. 

The bird flu virus reached South America via 
migratory wild birds in recent weeks, impacting 
mainly Peru, where thousands of pelicans and other 
seabirds have died, and Ecuador, which has ordered 
the culling of 180,000 farm birds. The director of the 
Galapagos National Park, Danny Rueda, said in a 
statement that “permanent monitoring has been 
arranged in areas with the most seabirds,” including 
all tourism hotspots. The Galapagos is a bird-watch-
ers paradise for the scores of unique and colorful 
birds found on the archipelago, such as the blue-
footed booby with its quirky mating rituals, and 
endemic penguin, cormorant and albatross species. 

English naturalist Charles Darwin developed his 
theory of evolution after studying finches and mock-
ingbirds on the Galapagos islands in 1835. On 
Wednesday, Ecuador declared a 90-day animal 
health emergency after detecting the highly conta-
gious bird flu on some farms, and ordered the 
slaughter of about 180,000 poultry at affected sites. 

In Peru, authorities have culled at least 37,000 
chickens to try and control an outbreak, which has 
killed more than 14,000 seabirds, mostly pelicans. 

Venezuela declared on Friday a 90-day health alert 
in five coastal states after bird flu was detected. The 
movement of live birds in the quarantine zones was 
prohibited. The current bird flu outbreak began in 
Canada and spread to the United States, which has 
seen a record 50 million avian deaths, according to 
the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Europe is also experiencing its worst-ever out-
break of the virus, according to the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention and Control. There is no 
treatment for bird flu, which spreads naturally 
between wild birds and can also infect domestic 
poultry. Avian influenza viruses do not typically infect 
humans, although there have been rare cases. —AFP

FLOREANA ISLAND, Ecuador: In this file photo taken on 
April 14, 2021, a blue-footed booby sits on a rock in 
Floreana Island, in the Galapagos Islands in the Pacific 
Ocean, 900 km off the Ecuadorean coast. — AFP

Australian MPs  
delegation to  
visit Taiwan 

 
SYDNEY: A group of Australian MPs will 
leave Sunday for a five-day visit to Taiwan, a 
spokesman for one of the politicians said 
Saturday, risking China’s ire just as Beijing-
Canberra relations appeared to be thawing. 
The bipartisan trip will be the first such Taiwan 
visit in more than three years, a period marked 
by a long disruption to air travel caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

Details of the visit were confirmed to AFP 
by a spokesman for Scott Buchholz, a conser-
vative MP who is in the delegation. Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese sought to play 
down the mission’s significance after it was first 
reported by the Weekend Australian newspa-
per. “There have been backbench visits to 
Taiwan for a long time. This is another one. This 
isn’t a government visit,” he told reporters. 

Albanese said both major Australian politi-
cal parties supported the “One China” policy, 
which recognises Beijing, not Taipei, while 
backing the status quo on the self-ruled island. 
Asked about the aims of the trip, he said: “I 
have no idea. I’m not going. You should ask 
them.” —AFP 

Kuwait keen to 
contribute...
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Since the October meeting, oil prices have been 

plummeting to their level of early 2022, far from the 
peaks above $130 a barrel in March after the start 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Two global crude 
benchmarks were hovering around $85 a barrel on 
Thursday. COVID-related restrictions in China have 
raised fears about energy demand from the world’s 
largest importer of crude oil. Beijing defused con-
cerns, however, by signaling a possible easing of its 
strict zero-COVID policy, after nationwide protests 
against health restrictions broke out. Soaring infla-
tion in Europe and across the Atlantic have also 
fueled fears of a recession. 

Beyond the economic gloom, the big unknown in 
the oil equation currently is Russian oil, as Western 
nations seek to decouple themselves from 

Moscow’s energy supplies as fast as possible. The 
EU has decided to ban member states from buying 
Russian oil exported by sea from December 5, 
“putting at risk over two million barrels per day,” 
according to estimates by ANZ analysts. 

The EU will also join the G7 powers in imposing 
a $60-per-barrel price cap on Russian oil, the 
Polish ambassador to the bloc said Friday. Poland 
had delayed approving the adoption of the plan 
while it pushed for a lower price ceiling and tough 
new sanctions to punish Russia for its war against 
Ukraine. Last week, President Vladimir Putin had 
warned that any attempt by the West to cap the 
price of Russian oil would have “grave conse-
quences” for world markets. 

Russia “has several options to circumvent such a 
cap,” said UniCredit economist Edoardo Campanella, 
adding that “OPEC+ might feel compelled to adopt a 
more aggressive stance” by cutting or threatening to 
cut production even further. “Russia might also retaliate 
by leveraging its influence within OPEC+ to push for 
more production cuts down the road, thus exacerbating 
the global energy crisis,” Campanella said. — AFP  

OPEC set to stick 
or cut more amid...
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After the hijab law became mandatory, with 

changing clothing norms it became commonplace to 
see women in tight jeans and loose, colorful head-
scarves. But in July this year Raisi, an ultra-conserva-
tive, called for mobilization of “all state institutions to 
enforce the headscarf law”. Many women continued 
to bend the rules, however. 

Iran accuses its sworn enemy the United States 
and its allies, including Britain, the Zionist entity and 

Kurdish groups based outside the country, of foment-
ing the street violence which the government calls 
“riots”. A general in Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps this week, for the first time, said more 
than 300 people have lost their lives in the unrest 
since Amini’s death. 

Iran’s top security body, the Supreme National 
Security Council, on Saturday said the number of peo-
ple killed during the protests “exceeds 200”. Cited by 
state news agency IRNA, it said the figure included 
security officers, civilians, armed separatists and “riot-
ers”. Oslo-based non-governmental organization Iran 
Human Rights on Tuesday said at least 448 people had 
been “killed by security forces in the ongoing nation-
wide protests”. UN rights chief Volker Turk said last 
week that 14,000 people, including children, had been 
arrested in the protest crackdown.  — AFP  

Iran hijab 
law under...
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bomber that is on track to cost nearly $700 million 

per plane. “The B-21 Raider is the first strategic 
bomber in more than three decades. It is a testament 
to America’s enduring advantages in ingenuity and 
innovation,” US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said 
in remarks at the ceremony. 

Many specifics of the aircraft are being kept under 
wraps, but the plane will offer significant advances 
over existing bombers in the US fleet, which Austin 
highlighted in his remarks. He hailed its range - “no 
other long-range bomber can match its efficiency” - 
and its durability, saying it is “designed to be the most 
maintainable bomber ever built.” 

Like the F-22 and F-35 warplanes, the B-21 features 
stealth technology, which minimizes an aircraft’s signa-
ture through both its shape and the materials it is con-

structed from, making it harder for adversaries to 
detect. “Fifty years of advances in low-observable 
technology have gone into this aircraft,” Austin said. 
“Even the most sophisticated air defense systems will 
struggle to detect the B-21 in the sky.” 

The plane is also built with an “open system archi-
tecture,” which allows for the incorporation of “new 
weapons that haven’t even been invented yet,” he said. 
Amy Nelson, a fellow at the Brookings Institution think 
tank, told AFP ahead of the unveiling that the B-21 is 
“designed to evolve”. “The ‘open architecture’ allows for 
the future integration of improved software (including 
for autonomy) so the aircraft doesn’t become obsolete 
as quickly,” she said. 

“The B-21 is much fancier than its predecessors - 
truly modern. Not only is it dual-capable (unlike the 
B-2), which means it can launch nuclear or conven-
tionally armed missiles, it can launch long- and 
short-range missiles,” Nelson said. Not mentioned 
during the ceremony was the plane’s potential for 
uncrewed flight. US Air Force spokesperson Ann 
Stefanek told AFP the aircraft is “provisioned for the 
possibility, but there has been no decision to fly 
without a crew”. — AFP 

US unveils 
high-tech B-21...


