
NEW DELHI: All that balding Indian television execu-
tive Athar Rasheed wanted was to look handsome and
get married. But the 30-year-old’s seemingly harmless
hair transplant went fatally wrong. Women have been
judged on their appearance for millennia, but in an
increasingly materialistic Indian society, men are also
feeling pressure to look young and presentable for fear
of losing their social standing.

More and more prematurely balding men are opting
for hair transplants as disposable incomes rise and an
emphasis on personal appearance becomes stronger.
But in a weakly regulated sector, the procedure-some-
times performed by amateurs self-trained on YouTube-
can have deadly results.

Rasheed was the sole breadwinner for his family and
aspired to a better life-owning a house and getting his
two sisters married. But he developed sepsis after
undergoing a hair transplant at a clinic in Delhi last year,
his distraught mother Asiya Begum, 62, told AFP.

The swelling spread from his head and he suffered
terrible agonies. “My son died a very painful death. His
kidneys stopped functioning and then all his other
organs collapsed,” she said, breaking down.

Armed with photographs showing Rasheed’s bloated

face and black rashes that broke out all over his body in
his final hours, the family lodged a police complaint.
Four people, including the two men who performed the
surgery, have been arrested and are awaiting trial.

“I remember my son every day and die a slow
death,” she said, sitting in her modest one-room rented
flat in a rundown neighborhood of the capital. “I lost my
son but I don’t want any other mother to lose their child
because of fraudulent practices of a few people,” she
said.

Confidence booster 
When performed by a skilled surgeon, a hair trans-

plant can be a life-changing and confidence-boosting
experience, especially for young Indian men looking for
personal and professional growth. Harish Iyer, a social
commentator and equal rights activist, said men have
started focusing more on their grooming as lifestyles
change. “The need to exhibit youth and vitality is
echoed by all genders,” Iyer told AFP.

“The pressure was always on women to look a cer-
tain way and find acceptance, but the needle is now
changing.” But at the same time, specialists say increas-
ingly sedentary lifestyles, smoking, improper diet and
stress can result in early hair loss.

A hair transplantation procedure involves removing
follicles from a dense area of hair, such as the back of
the head, and then implanting them on the affected area
of the scalp.

Doctor Mayank Singh performs up to 15 surgeries a
month at his upscale clinic in a posh New Delhi neigh-
borhood. Most of his patients are aged 25 to 35 and
looking to either get married or climb the professional
ladder, especially in jobs where appearances matter.

The procedure costs some 350,000 rupees
($4,300), a considerable sum in a country where mil-
lions live on less than two dollars a day. Seedy clinics
manned by untrained personnel perform the surgery at
a fraction of the cost.

YouTube workshops 
Singh, who is also the secretary of the Association of

Hair Restoration Surgeons of India, said quacks were
bringing the industry a bad name. “People have this
myth that this is a minor procedure, whereas the dura-
tion of the surgery is pretty long, running into some six
to eight hours,” said Singh.

“It involves a lot of local anesthesia that has to be
administered over time. If someone does not have the
knowledge about what we need to do, then it can
become an unsafe procedure.” Alarmed by the mush-

rooming number of clinics offering often subpar service
at discounted prices, India’s National Medical
Commission issued a warning in September.

“Watching in workshops or on YouTube or similar
platforms is not adequate training to start aesthetic pro-
cedures including hair transplantation,” it said. Only
properly trained doctors should perform such proce-
dures, it added. Singh, a plastic surgeon, said it was
imperative that the guidelines were strictly adhered to.

He has a long list of happy customers, including doc-
tor Lakshmi Narayanan, who for years avoided going to
social gatherings because of his baldness. “My hair loss
started when I was just 18. I used to avoid taking pic-
tures of myself or even looking in the mirror,”
Narayanan, now 29, told AFP. “But not anymore. I can
interact confidently with people now and I am looking
for a life partner.” — AFP
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US, Brazil plan Biden-Lula meeting 

BRASILIA: Brazilian president-elect Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva and US officials said Friday he is plan-
ning to meet with President Joe Biden at the White
House, likely before taking office on January 1. “I
can confirm that we are planning for a visit,” White
House National Security Council spokesman John
Kirby told reporters. “We look forward to welcom-
ing president Lula here at the appropriate time.”
Another NSC spokeswoman, Adrienne Watson, said
that Biden’s national security advisor, Jake Sullivan,
would travel to Brazil Monday to meet with Lula, as
well as with members of outgoing President Jair
Bolsonaro’s administration. — AFP

Sweden extradites 
PKK member to Turkey

ISTANBUL: Sweden has extradited a convicted
member of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK) to Turkey as Ankara presses Stockholm for
further steps in return for its membership in NATO,
state media reported on Saturday. Mahmut Tat,
who was sentenced to six years and 10 months in
jail for PKK membership in Turkey, fled to Sweden
in 2015 but his asylum request was rejected. Tat
arrived in Istanbul on Friday night having been
detained by Swedish police, the Anadolu news
agency reported. He was taken by Turkish police
soon after arriving at Istanbul airport and referred
to court on Saturday, the private NTV broadcaster
reported. — AFP

Bolivia sets date for census 

LA PAZ: Bolivia’s leftist President Luis Arce said
Friday a bill had been approved to hold a national
census in March 2024 after weeks of deadly
protests over the count. “We passed this Census
Law so people’s blood will not be spilled. The cen-
sus will take place on March 23, 2024,” the presi-
dent said in a televised message. For almost five
weeks, the economic hub of Santa Cruz was rocked
by unrest over fears a new census to update
spending allocation and the number of seats the
region would be entitled to in parliament, would
not take place before 2025 elections. The protests,
which began on October 22, were called off last
Saturday after the bill was approved by the coun-
try’s Chamber of Deputies. It has now passed the
Senate and been promulgated into law.—AFP

US senators warn China 

WASHINGTON: US senators have warned China
against cracking down on rare widespread protests,
saying that any use of force would impact relations
with Washington. In a letter made public Friday, 42
members of the 100-strong Senate recalled the
Chinese Communist Party’s violent suppression of a
student-led democracy uprising centered in
Tiananmen Square in 1989. “We caution the CCP in
the strongest possible terms not to once again
undertake a violent crackdown on peaceful Chinese
protesters who simply want more freedom,” said the
letter sent Thursday to the Chinese ambassador in
Washington, Qin Gang. — AFP

NEW DELHI: In this photograph taken on November 5, 2022,
Dr Mayank Singh performs a hair transplant surgery at
Crown hair transplant clinic in New Delhi All that balding
Indian television executive Athar Rasheed wanted was to
look handsome and get married. But the 30-year-old’s seem-
ingly harmless hair transplant went fatally wrong.

NEW DELHI: In this photograph taken on November 7, 2022,
Asiya Begum, mother of the late Athar Rasheed who died
after undergoing a hair transplant at a clinic, speaks with an
AFP at her rented residence in New Delhi. —AFP photos

UN says Myanmar 
sentences seven 
students to death
BANGKOK: The Myanmar junta handed out at least
seven more death sentences this week, taking the tal-
ly of those on death row to 139, according to the
United Nations. A junta spokesperson did not
respond to calls from outside Myanmar seeking con-
firmation of the latest death sentences. The United
Nations accused it of using capital punishment as a
“tool to crush opposition”.

Myanmar has been in chaos since Aung San Suu
Kyi’s civilian government was toppled in a military coup
in February 2021, ending the southeast Asian nation’s
brief period of democracy. At least seven male universi-
ty students were sentenced to death by a military court
behind closed doors on Wednesday, UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk said in a
statement.

“By resorting to use death sentences as a political
tool to crush opposition, the military confirms its disdain
for the efforts by ASEAN and the international commu-
nity at large to end violence and create the conditions
for a political dialogue to lead Myanmar out of a human
rights crisis created by the military,” Turk said. Local
media reports said the Yangon-based university stu-

dents were arrested in April and accused of involvement
in a bank shooting.

“Imposing the death penalty on students is an act of
vengeance by the military,” Dagon University’s student
union said in a statement.

The United Nations is also investigating reports
another four youth activists were also sentenced to
death on Thursday. “The military continues to hold pro-
ceedings in secretive courts in violation of basic princi-
ples of fair trial and contrary to core judicial guarantees
of independence and impartiality,” Turk said. He said the
secret tribunal hearings sometimes last just minutes and
those detained often don’t have access to lawyers or
their families.

Scores of Myanmar social media users took to
Facebook and Twitter to protest against the death
penalties under hashtags such as
“StopExecuteOurStudents”. The latest death sentences
follow July’s executions of four prisoners that included
former lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw and democracy
activist Kyaw Min Yu-better known as “Jimmy”.

It was the first use of the death penalty by the
Myanmar state in around 30 years and sparked
worldwide condemnation. The Association of South
East Asian Nations, which has spearheaded so far
fruitless efforts to restore peace to Myanmar, warned
the junta in August against carrying out further exe-
cutions. Close to 2,280 civilians have been killed and
11,637 are still detained as part of the military junta’s
campaign to stamp out dissent, according to a local
monitoring group. — AFP

YANGON, MYANMAR: In this file photo taken on July 07, 2021, protesters hold a banner that reads “Fight by keeping spirits of 7
July up, destroy the dictatorship from the root by all means” while another holds the Myanmar Student Union flag during a
demonstration against the military coup in Yangon.

South Korea’s 
ex-security 
chief arrested 
SEOUL: South Korea on Saturday arrested a former
national security chief on suspicion of covering up
events surrounding the 2020 murder of a fisheries offi-
cial by Pyongyang. President Yoon Suk-yeol is
expanding an inquiry into the highly politicized case
following accusations that his predecessor mishandled
the probe to curry favor with North Korea.

Suh Hoon is the first top official from the presiden-
tial office of former leader Moon Jae-in to be arrested
over the case. He is accused of ordering that intelli-
gence reports be destroyed to conceal the killing of
fisheries official Lee Dae-jun, who died near the sea
border separating North and South Korea.

The former top security official also faces allega-
tions that he manipulated evidence to support the
Moon government’s controversial claim that the late
fisheries official had sought to defect to the North.
Judge Kim Jeong-min of the Seoul Central District
Court issued an arrest warrant for Suh on Saturday,
citing “the seriousness of the crime, the status of the
suspect, and a risk of destroying evidence”.

In October ex-defense minister Suh Wook and for-
mer coast guard chief Kim Hong-hee were also arrest-
ed over the same case. President Yoon has been
sharply critical of his predecessor’s dovish approach
towards North Korea, accusing Moon of appeasing
Pyongyang.

Yoon’s People Power Party on Saturday accused
Suh of “failing to protect” and “neglecting” the late
fisheries official while security chief. But the country’s
opposition has long claimed the investigation is “politi-
cal revenge” against Moon’s administration.

On Saturday they said Suh’s arrest was “hard to
understand” and they would “defend the truth and jus-
tice” against Yoon’s “political retaliation”. Fisheries
official Lee was shot dead and set on fire by North
Korean soldiers near the rivals’ sea border. Moon’s
government at the time said an initial probe by the
coast guard suggested Lee had tried to defect to the
North, citing family problems and debts from gam-
bling. But Lee’s brother has repeatedly slammed that
idea, saying Lee would never have chosen a life in
North Korea.—AFP

DR Congo says 
‘massacre’ left 
over 100 dead
KINSHASA: Three days of national mourning began
in the DR Congo on Saturday after the alleged mas-
sacre of civilians in the country’s east, with the govern-
ment now giving a death toll of “more than 100”. On
Thursday, the government accused the M23 militia-
with whom it is locked in a months-long conflict-of
slaughtering 50 people at Kishishe, a village around
70 kilometers (40 miles) north of the city of Goma.

The M23 hit back, saying the allegations were
“baseless” and denying that it targeted civilians.

At a council of ministers meeting on Friday, the
DRC’s president Felix Tshisekedi “condemned in the
strongest terms the massacre of more than 100 com-
patriots in Kishishe”, government spokesman Patrick
Muyaya said. He said Tshisekedi had “instructed the
government to declare three days of national mourn-
ing,” adding that flags would be flown at half-mast
throughout the country.

The period of mourning will end on Monday with a
televised fundraising event to support victims, Muyaya
said. Since reports of the massacre emerged, calls for
an independent investigation have been mounting. The
president “asked the minister of justice to open an
internal investigation without delay and at the same
time to work for an international investigation to shed
light on this war crime”, Muyaya said.—AFP

Strong quake hits 
Indonesia’s Java 
island, injures one
JAKARTA: A strong earthquake hit Indonesia’s main
island of Java on Saturday, injuring at least one person
and shaking the same town devastated by a tremor last
month that left more than 330 people dead. The 5.7-
magnitude quake struck on land at a depth of 112 kilo-
meters (70 miles), with the epicenter located 18 kilome-
ters southeast of the West Java city of Banjar, according
to the United States Geological Survey.

Indonesia’s meteorological agency, known as BMKG,

gave a higher magnitude of 6.4 for the quake, which
shook buildings in the capital Jakarta, according to an
AFP journalist. At least one person was injured and was
taken to hospital, the country’s national disaster mitiga-
tion chief Suharyanto, who like many Indonesians goes
by one name, told broadcaster Metro TV.

There were no reports of other casualties or major
damage. The BMKG said the quake caused buildings to
shake in the West Java town of Garut and it warned res-
idents near the epicenter to beware of potential after-
shocks. But there was no threat of a tsunami, it said.

‘Everything is safe’ 
Budi Satria, the local rescue chief in Garut, said there

appeared to be no significant damage. “Some people
ran outside when the earthquake happened but when it
calmed down, they went back to their activities. Thank

God, so far everything is safe,” he told local broadcaster
Kompas. Indonesia experiences frequent seismic and
volcanic activity due to its position on the Pacific “Ring
of Fire”, where tectonic plates collide. Last month a
shallow 5.6-magnitude quake hit the town of Cianjur in
West Java, killing 331 people, injuring thousands and
leaving tens of thousands homeless after it collapsed
buildings and triggered landslides.

Many were found buried under rubble in the days
following the quake with few successful rescues report-
ed. One operation to free a six-year-old boy was
described as a “miracle” by emergency workers.
Residents of Cianjur were shaken again by Saturday’s
quake and some roofs were lightly damaged, local mili-
tary official Haryanto told Kompas. “It made us feel like
we were swaying. We could see hanging lamps sway-
ing,” he said.—AFP

Kinshasa accuses its smaller neighbor Rwanda of providing
M23 with support, something that UN experts and US offi-
cials have also pointed to in recent months. 


