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Thirty-five women paraded in Kuwait
at the residence of the Italian
Ambassador for a fundraising event

entirely donated to the Hayatt-Ruqayah
Abdul Whahab Al-Qatami Breast Cancer
Foundation. The Defilé della
Rinascita(Rebirth Fashion Show) a proj-
ect conceived by Raptus&Rose and the
San Bassiano ODV Oncological
Association, was hosted for the first time
outside Italy, in the gardens of Villa
Nassima, the residence of the Italian
Ambassador in Kuwait.

The Defilé della Rinascita was born
from a question: “Could your Moda
Liberata ever parade for our project?” It
was in 2016 and who asked that question
was Dr Elena Pasquin, psychotherapist
of the San Bassiano ODV Oncological
Association, of Bassano del Grappa.
Who answered with a “Yes” was Silvia
Bisconti, creative director and Head of
the Defilé della Rinascita, who in 2013
founded Raptus&Rose, a company
whose beating heart is an experimental
project called Moda Liberata, based on a
new and radical idea of fashion: Every
woman, every shape, every uniqueness
can be explored through the clothes worn
to give a new self-awareness.

After the editions in Veneto and Milan,

the Defilé della Rinascita fashion show
was made for this edition in collaboration
with the Italian Embassy in Kuwait and
Haytt-Ruqayah Abdul Whahab Al-Qatami
Breast Cancer Foundation, which
finances and follows, through fundraising
activities, the therapeutic path of expat
patients (non-Kuwaiti citizen) living and
working in Kuwait. It was the Italian
Ambassador in Kuwait Carlo Baldocci
and his wife Cristiana who first desired
and then proposed to Raptus&Rose and
the San Bassiano Association, to make
the Defilé della Rinascita fashion show in
Kuwait, after their fashion show, last May,
at Castello Sforzesco of Milan, intuiting
that this project could be exported to
Kuwait to strengthen dialogue and collab-
oration at all levels between the two
Countries.

The Defilé della Rinascita, in fact, also

for what it represents from a therapeutic
and cultural point of view, is a project that
is fully part of the process carried out by
the Embassy to bring Italy and Kuwait
even closer through people to people ini-
tiatives. The Defilé della Rinascitais not
just a fashion show, but a care project
crossed by beauty, and as Dr Pasquin
says,” it aims to make women undergoing
oncological treatment experience a
strong biographical shock, which puts
them in confront with the idea of beauty
that they believed have lost, with the
experience that taking care of their femi-
ninity is still possible. Living extraordinary
experiences can lead the person to a
turnaround, with respect to some ways of
dealing with life that are toxic and far from
the concept of quality and well-being. The
Defilé della Rinascita fashion show
becomes a therapeutic experience that
starts a path of resilience, of awareness
of what one can be and can do”.

The fashion show lasted just over
half an hour: 30 minutes inhabited by a
much longer time and which tell many
stories, in the shared time of an entire
day, up to the crucial moment of getting
on the catwalk for the show. From that
moment, the models, protagonists of
Beauty and Rebirth, go, step by step,

along those meters that symbolize the
time of the present life, with their heads
held high covered with flowers, wrapped
in tulle and fabrics of unique pieces cre-
ated by Raptus&Rose for each of them.
Among the 35 women there were also
oncologists, nurses and women belong-
ing to civil society, women with different
roles who paraded in Kuwait to unite in
their common essence: Beauty and love
for life.

At the opening of the fashion show,
the Ambassador Carlo Baldocci under-
lined how much this initiative is part of the
strong growth dynamics of the relation-
ships between Italy and Kuwait, with ref-
erence to the concept of the Defilé della
Rinascita fashion show, quoting the poet
Pablo Neruda’s verse: “Being born is not
enough. It is to be reborn that we are
born every day.”

US rock band Guns N’ Roses has
sued a company that runs an
online gun store named Texas

Guns and Roses, charging in federal
court that the business appropriated its
name unjustly. In a lawsuit filed in Los
Angeles, attorneys for the band said a
corporation that runs the online shop
was conning consumers into believing
the business had something to do with
the rock band. Guns N’ Roses “quite
reasonably does not want to be associ-
ated with Defendant, a firearms and
weapons retailer,” the lawsuit, filed
Thursday, says.

Additionally, the band claimed, the
gun dealer “espouses political views
related to the regulation and control of
firearms and weapons on the Website
that may be polarizing to many US con-
sumers.” Guns N’ Roses, formed in
1984, is one of the most successful
bands of all time and was inducted into
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 2012.
Its members are Axl Rose, Saul “Slash”
Hudson and Michael “Duff” McKagan.

The lawsuit identified Jersey Village
Florist LLC as the owner and operator
of Texas Guns and Roses, which it said
sells firearms and ammunition, scopes,

body armor and metal safes, among
other items. The online business is reg-
istered at a Houston address and
obtained its Texas registry listing in
2016 without Guns N’ Roses’
“approval, license, or consent,” accord-
ing to the suit. Lawyers for the rock
group are seeking a jury trial and a
court order barring the use of the web-
site name as well as unspecified puni-
tive damages. The online shop did not
immediately respond to an email seek-
ing comment.—AFP

Weinstein jury
mulls verdict 
in Hollywood 
rapes case
Jurors in Los Angeles began deciding

the fate of Harvey Weinstein on
Friday, weighing rape and sex abuse

charges that could see the former
Hollywood titan jailed for the rest of his
life. A weeks-long trial has heard graphic
descriptions of encounters in California

hotel rooms between the once-powerful
producer and women who were trying to
make their way in the world of movies.
Prosecutors have painted a picture of a
predatory ogre, who used his physical
and professional prowess to rape and
abuse women for years with impunity.

His victims were left terrorized and
afraid for their careers if they spoke out
against a man who dominated Tinseltown
for decades, the lawyers said. Weinstein,
the “Pulp Fiction” producer who is already
serving a 23-year sentence in New York
for a series of attacks, denies the raft of
Los Angeles charges.

His attorney has sought to portray
accusers either as liars who never had
sex with his client, or as women who will-
ingly lay on the casting couch, swapping

sex for a leg up in the notoriously com-
petitive world of filmmaking. Weinstein,
now 70, is charged with seven sex-relat-
ed counts involving four women, one of
whom has been identified by her lawyer
as Jennifer Siebel Newsom, wife of
California Governor Gavin Newsom. “It is
time for the defendant’s reign of terror to
end,” prosecutor Marlene Martinez told
the jury in her closing argument on
Thursday. “It is time for the kingmaker to
be brought to justice.”

‘Despicable behavior’ 
Weinstein, who was credited with

making the careers of household names
like Matt Damon, Ben Affleck and
Gwyneth Paltrow, used his power to prey
on and silence women, Martinez said.
The jury heard testimony from women
who said they had been tricked into being
alone with the “Shakespeare in Love”
producer in his hotel room. Several
described how they had begged him to
stop as he forced himself on them, made
them perform oral sex on him, or watch
him masturbate, sometimes as he groped
them.

“We know the despicable behavior the
defendant engaged in,” Martinez told the
jury. “He thought he was so powerful that
people would... excuse his behavior.
“‘That’s just Harvey being Harvey. That’s
just Hollywood.’ And for so long that’s
what everyone did. Everyone just turned
their heads.” Defending Weinstein, Alan
Jackson told the jury the prosecution had
failed to provide evidence that any of the
sexual encounters were anything but
consensual.

The entirety of the prosecution’s case
could be summed up with five words-
”Take my word for it,” he said. Two of the
four women at the center of the charges
described encounters that never hap-
pened, he said. The two others were
women who knowingly engaged in trans-
actional sex and now regretted it, Jackson
said, part of what he called a “dogpile” on
Weinstein in the wake of the explosion of
the #MeToo movement.—AFP
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