
DOHA: Uruguay crashed out of the World Cup on
Friday despite beating Ghana 2-0 after South Korea
scored a late winner in the other Group H match to
leapfrog the South American side. Giorgian De
Arrascaeta netted twice in quick succession in the
first half, with 35-year-old Luis Suarez having a
hand in both goals.

However, Suarez finished the match on the bench
in tears as the news came in of South Korea’s last-
gasp victory over Portugal, which meant the Asian
side had moved above the Uruguayans into second
place in Group H on goals scored.

“We had several chances to score the third goal
(which would have put Uruguay through),” said
Uruguay coach Diego Alonso. “For 80 minutes we
were qualified and we had lots of chances, but in the
end it wasn’t possible.”

Veteran striker Suarez had been the focus of the
pre-match build-up because of his infamous hand-
ball in the 2010 quarter-finals, which helped elimi-
nate Ghana. And after the game Ghana defender
Daniel Amartey said that he wanted to make sure
Uruguay also went out, but coach Otto Addo insist-
ed he wasn’t looking for revenge on Suarez for the
events of 2010.

“What hurts most as that we’re out, it doesn’t
matter who it was,” said Addo, who confirmed he
was leaving his post as planned to focus on his main
job as a coach at Borussia Dortmund. “I know the
public was seeking revenge but I don’t think this
way and I told the players they shouldn’t think this
way. We were not looking for that, we were trying
to win this game.”

Suarez’s name was booed loudly by the Ghana
fans when it  was read out by the stadium

announcers and he got the same treatment every
time he touched the ball. He was also leading the
protests when Ghana were awarded a penalty in
the 19th minute.

Mohammed Kudus had initially been ruled off-
side when he was brought down by Uruguay goal-
keeper Sergio Rochet, but after that decision was
overturned referee Daniel Siebert gave the spot-
kick after checking the pitchside monitor.

Suarez cheers to tears 
But Andre Ayew’s tame effort was easily saved

by Rochet and with Ghana’s fans falling silent in
disbelief, Uruguay made them pay. Darwin Nunez
was denied by Mohammed Salisu’s brilliant goalline
clearance but in the 26th minute De Arrascaeta
nodded in from close range after brilliant work
from Suarez.

Collecting a poor cross from the right which
evaded two Ghana defenders, Suarez cut inside
Alidu Seidu and hit a powerful low shot that
squirmed through Lawrence Ati Zigi’s hands. It was
edging towards the goal when De Arrascaeta
pounced.

Six minutes later Uruguay gave Ghana a moun-
tain to climb when Arrascaeta hit a sublime volley at
the end of superb team move, Suarez providing a
first-time assist from Nunez’s knockdown. Ghana
were let off the hook by Siebert just before the hour
mark when he ruled that Amartey had touched the
ball while tackling Nunez in the penalty area.

That decision would turn out to be crucial as
another goal would have put Uruguay through.
Suarez was booed and cheered in equal measure by
the crowd when he was substituted for Edinson

Cavani in the 66th minute.
Ghana struggled to create anything in response.

The closest they came to pulling a goal back came
with nine minutes remaining, when Rochet brilliantly
tipped away Kudus’s powerful low drive. Uruguay

then realised they needed another goal and poured
forward but were unable to find make the break-
through. The match ended with Uruguay’s players
screaming in the faces of the match officials and
Suarez sobbing at his team’s fate. — AFP

Suarez heroics not enough as 
Uruguay, Ghana both exit WCup

Ghana struggled to create anything in response

DOHA: Uruguay’s forward #09 Luis Suarez reacts at the end of the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football
match between Ghana and Uruguay at the Al-Janoub Stadium in Al-Wakrah, south of Doha. —AFP
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Stones warns
England to treat
Senegal with respect 
DOHA: John Stones has warned England to
treat Senegal with respect in Sunday’s World
Cup last-16 clash as Gareth Southgate’s side aim
to avoid becoming the latest title contender to
suffer a shock defeat.

Four-time winners Germany and second-
ranked Belgium were dumped out at the group
stage in Qatar while Argentina, France and Spain
all suffered defeats in the first round. With
England tipped to beat Senegal at the Al Bayt
Stadium this weekend, Manchester City centre-
back Stones urged his team-mates not to under-
estimate the Africa Cup of Nations holders.

“We’ve already seen big upsets. That’s why
it’s the best tournament in the world,” Stones
said on Friday. “It’s always difficult when you see
big teams or big players in teams that don’t have
the success that you want or don’t live up to the
expectation of the nation.

“We don’t ever want to fall into that category.
You never want to take anything for granted. All
we can affect is what we’re doing, what games
we’re playing and giving it our all.” Stones is
confident that England will not rest on their lau-
rels after topping Group B with an unbeaten
record. 

Pointing to the way they recovered from a
six-game winless run heading into the tourna-
ment, Stones said: “After losing form as a team,
as a unit in defence and how we’ve come
through, I’m extremely proud of the group. “I
spoke before coming into the tournament about
why our form was getting brought up, and right-
ly so, because of the summer we had. Now
we’ve come through these three games in a diffi-
cult group.”

Maguire back on track 
After reaching the World Cup semi-finals in

2018 and finishing as Euro 2020 runners-up,
Stones believes England have the quality to lift
the trophy in Doha — provided they stay posi-
tive when the pressure mounts. “That is not
being over-confident, that is being humble
enough to see what goes on in our training and
how the staff prepare, and believing in ourselves
too,” he said. “We can be too negative but we
should be more positive and think about all the
things we’ve done and how it has got us here
and be realistic about our expectations.”

The foundations of England’s bid for a first
major trophy since 1966 have been laid by
Stones and Harry Maguire at the heart of the
defence. Southgate’s team have kept two clean
sheets in their first three games and Stones is
delighted to see his long-time friend Maguire
back on track after a long dip in form for
Manchester United and England.

“From the first game he has given the best
response. It’s great credit to him,” Stones said.
“Playing with someone for so many games with
England, knowing what he’s been going through
at his club as well — to come through that, it
speaks volumes about him. “Harry is one of the
leaders. He’s a huge character within the group.
We see it around the hotel with how many peo-
ple he mingles with.” — AFP

S Korea reach 
WCup last 16
DOHA: Hwang Hee-chan scored in injury time to
rescue South Korea from the brink of World Cup
elimination and propel them into the last 16 with a
dramatic 2-1 win over already qualified Portugal on
Friday.

The substitute forward slipped in the winner in
the 91st minute at Education City Stadium in Qatar
to spark delirium and tears among the Korean
players and fans. Skipper Son Heung-min, who set
up the winner with a fine run and pass, collapsed to
the turf at the final whistle with tears in his eyes
having played a decisive part in Korea’s fightback
from 1-0 down.

The Korean players then stood in a huddle watch-
ing the Ghana versus Uruguay match on a mobile
phone as they waited for their place in the last 16 to
be confirmed. When it was, they celebrated wildly
before sprinting towards a group of Korean fans
behind one goal and diving to the turf.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portugal still topped Group H
and will hope that means they avoid Brazil, currently
leading Group G heading into Friday’s last two group
phase matches, in the knockout phase. “As a Korean I
am extremely proud and want to thank all the Korean
fans in Korea,” said  26-year-old Hwang, who plays
for Premier League side Wolves. “This is a present
for them. More than anything I want to say I am very,
very proud,” added Hwang, who missed the first two
games in Qatar because of injury.

Ronaldo ‘assist’ 
A much-changed Portugal took a fifth-minute lead

through Ricardo Horta but the Koreans, who had to
win to stand any chance of staying alive, hit back in
the 27th minute through defender Kim Young-gwon.

Portugal skipper Ronaldo played a part in the
Korean equaliser, turning his back on a corner and
the ball hitting him on the shoulder to set up Kim.
South Korea and their skipper Son, in a mask after
recent surgery, needed to score again but they failed

to really trouble Portugal until Son teed up Hwang in
injury time after a searing run and threaded a pass
through the legs of a Portuguese defender.

“Before the match Son said I would do something
today — ‘we trust you’,” said Hwang, who had come
on in the 66th minute as Korea chased the goal they
so badly needed. “It was an excellent pass and made
my job much easier,” he added.

South Korea coach Paulo Bento, the former
Portuguese international, had to watch from the
stands after he was sent off following the final whistle
of the Koreans’ 3-2 defeat to Ghana.

Son, the Spurs forward, was yet to get going at
this World Cup after surgery for a fracture around
his left eye at the start of November. Wearing a black

mask, the 30-year-old showed glimpses of his bril-
liant best as South Korea chased the three points, his
classy assist at the death in front of a 44,000 crowd
coming when his country needed him most.

Portugal coach Fernando Santos had brought
Ronaldo off on 65 minutes to rest him. Ronaldo did
not look overly pleased but Santos said that was
because of “insults” from a Korean player.

“We lost our organisation and Korea controlled
the game, we lost focus,” said Santos. “Our players
were motivated but we were opened up on the
counter-attack, that can happen. “We are somewhat
upset. We are first (in the group) but wanted to win
to increase the morale of the players. “This served as
a warning to our team.” — AFP

DOHA: South Korea’s players celebrate qualifying for the World Cup last 16 at the end of the Qatar 2022
World Cup Group H football match between South Korea and Portugal at the Education City Stadium in Al-
Rayyan. — AFP

Lloris to equal 
Thuram as France’s
most-capped player
DOHA: Hugo Lloris said Saturday he was “hon-
oured and very proud” at the prospect of equalling
Lilian Thuram as France’s most-capped player in the
World Cup last-16 clash with Poland in Doha. “It is
no small achievement. I am really honoured at the
figures and very proud, even if it is very much sec-
ondary to the fact that we are on the eve of the last
16 of the World Cup,” the France captain told
reporters.

Lloris is set to win his 142nd cap for his country
and will therefore match the record held by former
right-back Thuram whose own international career
spanned 14 years and who was part of the France
team that won the 1998 World Cup.

The Tottenham Hotspur goalkeeper, who turns 36
later this month, made his France debut in November
2008, just a few months after Thuram went into
international retirement. “In my eyes this competi-
tion comes before anything else,” Lloris insisted as
the French team prepare to face Poland at Al
Thumama Stadium.

“I want to conserve all my energy for tomorrow
(Sunday) because it’s going to be another battle.
“The record is something I will appreciate more
once the competition is finished, and I hope it finish-
es in the best way possible.”

Lloris, who skippered France to victory at the
2018 World Cup, will return to the starting line-up
against Poland after being rested for Wednesday’s 1-
0 defeat by Tunisia in their final group game. He was
praised by coach Didier Deschamps, who himself
won 103 caps and is the only other French player to
captain Les Bleus to victory in a World Cup final.

“Records are there to be beaten. Obviously some
records mean more than others and this one speaks
for itself, having all these caps and playing for so
many years at the very highest level,” he said. France
are strong favourites to beat Poland and advance to
the quarter-finals but Lloris will have to come up
against Robert Lewandowski, arguably the most
lethal striker in the modern game.

“He has been one of the best number nines in the
world for years now but they are a good side collec-
tively and they take a lot of pleasure in defending
and suffering,” Lloris said. Meanwhile Deschamps
said he saw no point in going back over with his
players what happened in France’s last knockout tie
at a major tournament, when they lost on penalties
to Switzerland in the last 16 of last year’s European
Championship.

“I don’t see the interest in talking about that. The
players who were there will not want to relive it,” he
said. “The only thing in common is that it was also a
last-16 tie.” — AFP

DOHA: France’s goalkeeper #01 Hugo Lloris attends a
press conference at the Qatar National Convention
Center (QNCC) in Doha on December 3, 2022. —AFP


