
DOHA: Vincent Aboubakar headed in a stoppage-
time winner and was then sent off as Cameroon
claimed a memorable 1-0 victory over favourites
Brazil at the World Cup on Friday, but still failed to
go through to the last 16.

Aboubakar, who had come in to captain Rigobert
Song’s team, connected with a cross from substitute
Jerome Ngom Mbekeli to break the deadlock in the
92nd minute at Doha’s Lusail Stadium. He was
booked for removing his shirt in the wild celebra-
tions that followed and, having already been cau-
tioned, had to leave his teammates to see out the
remainder of the game.

They did so to record a famous win, the first for
an African side against Brazil at the World Cup, but
Switzerland’s 3-2 defeat of Serbia at the same time
meant the Swiss advanced from Group G along with
the already-qualified Brazilians. “Despite the fact
we won we are disappointed because we realise we
could have done better,” admitted Song. “It is a
shame to stop here but we just need to see the pos-
itives and we will keep working.”

Having won their first two matches in Qatar, Brazil
topped the group and advance to a last-16 tie
against South Korea when their many key players
who were rested for this game will return. Coach
Tite sent out a second-string side and the result was
Brazil’s first defeat in the group stage of a World
Cup since 1998, when they were beaten by Norway.

Tite made nine changes, including handing a start
to 39-year-old Dani Alves, making him Brazil’s old-
est ever men’s international player. “Tonight we all
lost, it is a collective defeat,” Tite said. “Nobody has
won all three group games at this World Cup and
the three teams who won their first two matches lost
the next one. It just shows how difficult these
matches are.” The spine of Brazil’s second-string
side still featured Manchester City’s Ederson in
goal, Real Madrid’s Eder Militao in central defence,
Fabinho of Liverpool in midfield, and Gabriel Jesus
of Arsenal supported by Rodrygo up front.

Martinelli impresses 
They also had the 21-year-old Gabriel Martinelli

on the left and the Arsenal prospect was their
standout performer. He almost scored the opening
goal in the 14th minute when he leapt unmarked but
saw his header tipped over by Cameroon ‘keeper
Devis Epassy. Martinelli also threatened in first-half
stoppage time with a dribble across the edge of the
area and a shot that Epassy turned behind.

It was a piece of play reminiscent of Neymar,
who is still recovering from a sprained ankle and

watched the action here from just behind the
Brazilian bench. The Brazil fans, who unfurled a ban-
ner with a “Get Well Soon” message for Pele,
cheered loudly when Neymar appeared on screens
inside the stadium.

Needing a win, Cameroon almost went in front
just before the interval when a Bryan Mbeumo
header forced a flying save from Ederson. Brazil had
won all seven previous meetings with African oppo-

nents at the World Cup, including beating
Cameroon in 1994 and in 2014, and Martinelli was
their most likely source of a goal.

He forced Epassy to tip over another strike that
was arcing towards the top corner early in the sec-
ond half, and the Cameroon shot-stopper-continu-
ing in place of Andre Onana who was dropped for
unspecified disciplinary reasons-turned a Militao
shot around the post moments later. — AFP

Cameroon stun favourites 
Brazil but go out of World Cup

‘Despite the fact we won we are disappointed because we realise we could have done better’

DOHA: Brazil’s forward #18 Gabriel Jesus (L) fights for the ball with Cameroon’s midfielder #08 Andre-Frank Zambo Anguissa (R) during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group
G football match between Cameroon and Brazil at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha. — AFP
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Today’s matches on TVMbappe, 
Lewandowski 
face off 
DOHA: There is arguably no more
thrilling player at this World Cup than
Kylian Mbappe, who leads France into
their last-16 clash on Sunday with a
Poland side whose own hopes of pulling
off a famous upset will depend to a
large extent on Robert Lewandowski.

It is a sobering thought that
Mbappe, not 24 until later this month,
may not yet be at the peak of his pow-
ers but he has already scored seven
goals in 10 appearances at the World
Cup. That tally includes one in the 2018
final when he was still a teenager as
France beat Croatia in Moscow.

His mission now is to help his coun-
try become the first to retain the World
Cup since Brazil, with an even younger
Pele, did so in 1962.Mbappe has already
scored three times in Qatar, including a
brace in a 2-1 victory against Denmark

that secured qualification for the last 16,
and there is a belief he is thriving as the
undisputed star of Didier Deschamps’
side. The situation is different to that of
Paris Saint-Germain, where he shares
the limelight with Lionel Messi and
Neymar, and in that sense it may be that
Karim Benzema’s withdrawal due to
injury on the eve of the tournament
does no harm to French hopes.

“Kylian has no ego,” insisted
Deschamps a few days ago, going
against the perception of Mbappe in
the context of PSG. “He is a decisive
player for us and his performances put
him in the spotlight. He is not 18 any-
more. He has experience now.”

It wasn’t just Mbappe-who now has
as many international goals as Zinedine
Zidane-that France missed as a second-
string team lost 1-0 to Tunisia on
Wednesday, a result that did not stop
them topping their group.

He will be back along with the likes
of Hugo Lloris, Antoine Griezmann and
Olivier Giroud as France and Poland
meet at a major tournament for the first
time since the 1982 World Cup.

“Kylian is not the same player or

person as in 2018,” said Griezmann on
Friday when asked about Mbappe’s role
in a squad hit by injuries to several key
players before the tournament.

“He is much more a part of the squad
now. He speaks a lot and has fun. He
knows that the media, fans and even his
teammates will be watching everything
that he does but he is beyond
reproach.” France are clear favourites
for Sunday’s game but there is the
memory of what happened in the last 16

at last year’s European Championship,
when Mbappe missed the crucial penal-
ty in a shoot-out defeat to Switzerland.

Poland only just scraped through
their group ahead of Mexico on goal
difference and Lewandowski’s strike-his
first World Cup goal-in the win over
Saudi Arabia was therefore crucial. “I’m
aware it might be my last World Cup
and I wanted to be able to say that I’ve
played and scored at World Cups,” he
said after that game. —AFP

DOHA: This combination of pictures created on December 03, 2022 shows France’s
forward #10 Kylian Mbappe (L) applauding before the start of the Qatar 2022
World Cup match and Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski (R) applauding
after Poland won the Group C football match. — AFP

Record-breaking 
African teams 
bounce back 
DOHA: Four years ago Africa was left without a repre-
sentative in the World Cup last 16 for the first time
since the round was introduced in 1986, but the
response has been emphatic in Qatar. The 2022 tourna-
ment has seen two teams from the continent reach the
knockout phase for only the second time-after Algeria
and Nigeria in 2014.

African nations have also taken a record-breaking
24 points in the group stage, smashing the previous
best of 15 points in 1998. Morocco beat the world’s
second-ranked side Belgium and Canada en route to
the top of Group F, while Senegal bounced back from
an opening defeat by the Netherlands to record wins
over Qatar and Ecuador. 

Brazil were beaten by an African team for the first
time with a 1-0 defeat by Cameroon, who exited the
tournament in glory. For Morocco, their clash with
Spain next Tuesday will be a first appearance in the
knockout stage for 36 years. Their fans will turn up in
their thousands again to cheer on the only remaining
Arab country in the World Cup.  “We hope to fly the
flag of African football high,” said Morocco coach
Walid Regragui. “Often we’ve been described as being
sub-par, not as good as elsewhere.

“But I think at this World Cup we are showing we
can give any other team a run for their money, whether
they be European teams or South American teams. “I
hope in the future this means we’ll be seeing more
African teams do well at the World Cup and why not an
African champion?”

The 2026 World Cup in the United States, Canada
and Mexico will involve more African countries than ever
before, with the tournament set to expand from 32 to 48
teams. If it does not happen this year, Africa will be
expecting its first World Cup semi-finalists sooner rather
than later. Senegal were the closest to getting past the
group stage in Russia in 2018, missing out by virtue of
having more yellow cards than Japan. But they banished
those memories when Kalidou Koulibaly volleyed them
to victory against Ecuador, after saying they were
inspired by Morocco’s win over Belgium. —AFP

Germany’s once 
fearsome reputation 
in tatters at WCup
DOHA: Perhaps the most damning indictment in the
inquest into Germany’s second consecutive exit from
a World Cup at the group stage came from 23-year-
old forward Kai Havertz, who said simply, “I don’t
think we’re a tournament team anymore”.

With four World Cups and three European cham-
pionship wins, Germany’s reputation for turning up
when it truly matters was once so well-earned, there
is a word for it in German: Turniermannschaft , or
“tournament team”.

After Hansi Flick’s team crashed out in Qatar, hav-
ing never really recovered from a stunning opening
2-1 defeat to Japan, that reputation is in tatters.
Germany crashed out four years in Russia and also
went out in the last 16 in last year’s European
Championship.

So just 18 months away from hosting the next
Euros in 2024, they are in the unfamiliar position of
being outsiders for a tournament held on home soil.
The 4-2 win against Costa Rica on Thursday was too
little, too late. Germany needed Spain to at least draw
with Japan but the Spanish went down 2-1 and
Germany lost out on goal difference.

As the dejected squad boarded a plane from Doha
back to Frankfurt on Friday, German Football
Association (DFB) President Bernd Neuendorf
refused to guarantee that Flick’s job was secure,
while hinting that the root cause of the problems ran

much deeper.
Neuendorf announced a series of inquiries into

“the development of the national team and our foot-
ball since 2018”. The DFB would “look ahead” with a
focus on “developing perspectives (for) the Euros in
our own country.” Flick, who said on Thursday he
wanted to stay in his job but knew “it isn’t up to me”,
called for an overhaul of the junior development sys-
tem. Starkly, he recognised that Jamal Musiala, one of
the few bright sparks in Qatar, “was not trained in
Germany, he was trained in England”. The Bayern
Munich teenager represented England at youth level
before switching to Germany.

Germany’s newspapers roundly criticised the

team’s performance with tabloid Bild lamenting that:
“On this December 1st, 2022, we witnessed the end
of a once great and proud football nation.” The luke-
warm reaction to the tournament from German fans
should also concern German football administrators.

The team’s backtracking on the planned
“OneLove” rainbow armband, designed as a protest
at Qatar’s laws on homosexuality, went down badly at
home. An average of 14.7 million tuned in to watch
the three games-well down on the 25 million four
years ago. The German public has not fallen out of
love with football completely — 17.9 million tuned in
to see Germany’s 2-1 loss to England in the women’s
Euros in July. —AFP

DOHA: Germany’s players applaud the fans at the end of the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E football match
between Costa Rica and Germany at the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, north of Doha. — AFP


