
The First English Daily in the Arabian Gulf
Established 1961 

ISSUE NO: 18904 
16 PAgES, 150 FILS

JAMADA ALAWWAL 11, 1444 AH 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2022

Mixed reactions greet billboard 
campaign against homosexuality

Morocco reaps cash, clout 
from fertilizer supply shock2 Palestinian Santa brings 

festive cheer to Jerusalem11 Giroud and Mbappe guide 
France into quarterfinals168

OPEC+ maintains oil output 
amid climate of uncertainty

Global market needs dictate OPEC+ decisions: Kuwaiti oil minister
VIENNA: Major oil-producing countries led by 
Saudi Arabia and Russia agreed Sunday to maintain 
their current output levels in a climate of uncertain-
ty and ahead of fresh sanctions against Moscow 
coming into force next week. The representatives of 
the thirteen members of the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) led by 
Riyadh, and their 10 allies headed by Moscow, 
decided to stick to their course agreed in October 
of a production cut of two million barrels per day 
until the end of 2023. 

All decisions taken by OPEC+ are based on the 
needs of the global oil market in a bid to ensure sta-
bility, Kuwait’s Oil Minister Bader Al-Mulla said on 
Sunday, underlining his country’s support for these 
measures. The group will continue to “monitor” 

global market develop-
ments in order to deter-
mine appropriate meas-
ures, he told the 34th 
OPEC+ ministerial meet-
ing via video link.  

Sunday’s widely antici-
pated move was no “big 
surprise” given that the 
economy has been “slow-
ing somewhat, pushing oil 
prices below $90, despite 
the lower production lev-
els,” analyst Hans van 
Cleef with ABN AMRO said. Collectively known as 
OPEC+, the alliance said Sunday that its October 

decision to cut output was “purely driven by market 
considerations”, adding that it had been the “neces-
sary and right course of action towards stabilizing 
global oil markets”. 

The OPEC+ output reduction in October repre-
sented the biggest cut since the height of the 
COVID pandemic in 2020, a move denounced by 
the United States as a concession to Moscow. The 
next OPEC+ ministerial meeting is scheduled for 
June 4, 2023. But the alliance said it was ready to 
“meet at any time and take immediate additional 
measures” to address market developments and 
support the oil market if necessary. 

On Friday, the EU, G7 and Australia agreed a 
$60-per-barrel price cap on Russian oil, which will 
come into effect on Monday or soon after, along-

side an EU embargo on maritime deliveries of 
Russian crude oil. It will prevent seaborne ship-
ments of Russian crude to the European Union, 
which account for two thirds of the bloc’s oil 
imports from Russia, an attempt to deprive 
Moscow’s war chest of billions of euros. 

“We will sell oil and oil products to countries 
that will work with us on market terms, even if we 
have to reduce production somewhat,” Russia’s 
Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak said after 
Sunday’s quick meeting via videoconference. Even 
though “inflation, the tightening of monetary poli-
cies and China’s COVID-19 epidemic” were posing 
risks to the market, it was still “in a better state than 
two months ago”, Novak said, according to Russian 
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Bader Al-Mulla

News in brief
Biosignature for umrah visa 
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s ministry of hajj and 
umrah on Sunday announced allowing regis-
tration of vital features of biosignature for 
those coming from five countries to complete 
the procedures for issuing umrah visas elec-
tronically prior to their arrival in the cities of 
Makkah and Madinah. The five countries are 
Kuwait, UK, Tunisia, Bangladesh and Malaysia, 
the ministry said. The registration is completed 
through the Saudi Visa Bio smartphone app by 
self-registering the face, eyes and fingers and 
self-photocopying the passport.  — KUNA 

Zionist president visits Bahrain 
 
MANAMA: Zionist President Isaac Herzog visit-
ed Bahrain on Sunday on the first trip by a Zionist 
head of state to the Gulf kingdom, following the 
normalization of relations in 2020. Herzog, whose 
role is largely ceremonial, met King Hamad bin Isa 
Al-Khalifa and Crown Prince Sheikh Salman bin 
Hamad Al-Khalifa. They discussed issues includ-
ing regional security and “ways to encourage 
communication between the representatives of 
the private sector in the two countries”, the offi-
cial Bahrain News Agency said. Herzog said 
Sunday he would follow his stop in Bahrain with a 
visit to the UAE capital Abu Dhabi. — AFP

Iran executes 4 over Zionist links 
 
TEHRAN: Iran on Sunday put to death four 
people accused of working with the Zionist enti-
ty’s intelligence service, the judiciary said. “This 
morning, the sentences of four main members of 
the gang of mobsters related to the Zionist intel-
ligence service were executed,” the judiciary’s 
Mizan Online website reported. Mizan identified 
the men as Hossein Ordoukhanzadeh, Shahin 
Imani Mahmoudabad, Milad Ashrafi Atbatan and 
Manouchehr Shahbandi Bojandi. Three other 
defendants were sentenced to between five and 
10 years in prison for crimes against the coun-
try’s security, complicity in kidnapping and pos-
session of weapons. — AFP  

KUWAIT: A billboard, part of a brand awareness campaign by Kuwait Times, is seen in Kuwait City. — Photo 
by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: A promotional campaign in print, social 
media and billboards by Kuwait Times, the first 
English daily in the Arabian Gulf, is ongoing across 
Kuwait. Kuwait Times provides a forum for every-
thing - from in-depth reports and labor laws to 
business and investment to arts and entertainment. 
It embodies the ideals of innovation and creativity, 
encouraging and inspiring an evolution that keeps 
the news platform connected to and loved by 
Kuwaitis and expatriates alike.  

The campaign shines a spotlight on Kuwait 
Times’ presence on social media. It highlights 
images taken by Kuwait Times’ photographer 
Yasser Al-Zayyat and headlines of major events 
from Kuwait and around the world, with a message 
indicating that our posts can be reliably shared, 
retweeted or reposted. (See Page 3) 

Kuwait Times 
campaign lights 
up media, streets

KUWAIT: The interior ministry has informed 
more than 10,000 expatriates about the cancel-
lation of driving licenses they had obtained ear-
lier, after a traffic department review concluded 
they do not meet the requirements for obtaining 
a driving license at the present time due to 
changing jobs or not meeting the minimum 
salary condition, which is a prerequisite for 
applying for a driving license. 

“The notifications came as part of a continu-
ous review of expatriates who hold driving 
licenses, a process that is still ongoing as 
ordered by the interior ministry, with the aim of 
verifying the validity of conditions as well as 
deal with traffic jams, as expatriates constitute 
the largest proportion of motorists,” sources 
revealed to Kuwait Times. “Expatriates whose 
driving licenses were canceled have been noti-
fied via phone messages and told to hand over 
their driving licenses. Traffic patrols will issue 
citations to anyone whose license has been can-
celed but continues to drive with the canceled 
license,” sources added. 
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MoI withdraws 
driving licenses 
of 10,000 expats

TEHRAN: Iran has scrapped its morality police 
after more than two months of protests triggered by 
the death of Mahsa Amini following her arrest for 

allegedly violating the country’s strict female dress 
code, an official said Sunday. Women-led protests, 
labelled “riots” by the authorities, have swept Iran 
since the 22-year-old Iranian of Kurdish origin died 
on September 16, three days after her arrest by the 
morality police in Tehran. 

Demonstrators have burned their mandatory 
hijab head coverings and shouted anti-government 
slogans, and a growing number of women have 
refrained from wearing the hijab, particularly in 
parts of Tehran.  
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Protest-hit 
Iran abolishes 
morality police

DOHA: Proudly Muslim Qatar has taken advantage 
of the World Cup to reach out to the hundreds of 
thousands of visiting fans to change minds about 
Islam or even make conversions. The Gulf state is 
the first Muslim nation to stage a football World 
Cup and its gas riches have endowed it with an 
array of grand mosques to pique the curiosity of 
visitors. 

Canadian couple Dorinel and Clara Popa listened 
to the call to prayer at an Ottoman-style mosque in 
Doha’s Katara cultural district. It is known as Doha’s 

Blue Mosque because of the sumptuous mosaics of 
blue and purple tiles on the walls.  
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Qatar seeks to 
change minds 
on Islam

DOHA: A football fan chats with Gulf citizens inside 
Doha’s Blue Mosque during the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
on Nov 29, 2022. — AFP 


