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    News in brief

UNESCO session concludes  
 
RABAT: The 17th session of the 
Intergovernmental Committee for Safeguarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) concluded Saturday in 
Rabat, Morocco. Representatives of member 
states, including Kuwait, non-governmental organ-
izations and stakeholders from 180 countries par-
ticipated in the meeting. The session witnessed the 
inclusion of 47 new items in the UNESCO 
Intangible Cultural Heritage list submitted by 60 
countries divided into four categories, including 39 
items in the Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity, in addition to four 
items in the Register of Good Safeguarding 
Practices. The committee on Thursday approved 
the inclusion of the file of Good Safeguarding 
Practices submitted by Kuwait represented by Al-
Sadu Society.  —KUNA 
 
 
Kuwait’s gold price rises 
 
KUWAIT: Gold hit its highest level in four 
months, reaching $1,800 per ounce at the end 
of last week’s trading. The rise in gold prices 
came after the Chair of the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System Jerome Powell’s 
decision of raising interest rates in December.  
In a report, Kuwait Sabayik Company stated 
Sunday that gold prices rebounded again, say-
ing that gold rose in conjunction with the 
decline in the value of the dollar, the decline in 
US Treasury bond yields, and the Federal 
Reserve’s intention to reduce the pace of rais-
ing interest rates this month by about 50 basis 
points. The report quoted head of strategic 
planning at Sabayik Company Adel Al-Fadhli as 
saying that gold price reached its highest level 
in four months above $1800, before retreating 
to close at $1799 an ounce after the US jobs 
report. —KUNA

     Photo of the day

KUWAIT: Vehicles move bumper-to-bumper on a busy morning in Kuwait City. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: Hawally Governor and acting Capital 
governor Ali Al-Asfar affirmed that organizing the 
work of governorates is clear through a decree 
which organizes following up activities and public 
facilities in the governorate, as well as coordinating 
between government agencies and communicating 
notes to officials, each within the scope of their 
specialization. 

“The governorate follows up the performance of 
services provided by the authorities and is interest-
ed in noting observations, as well as following up 
citizens’ complaints in order to improve the provi-
sion of appropriate services for the convenience of 
citizens,” Asfar said. He also revealed a number of 
statistics and figures by concerned authorities from 
the beginning of this year until the end of October.  

“The municipality removed more than 471 
awnings erected in public squares or on state prop-
erty, removed 40 barriers on paths and roads, moni-
tored 93 violating properties, 116 building violations 
were monitored, over 107 building citations were 
issued, and more than 1,483 citations were issued 
over hygiene and road works,” he explained. 

“The statistics also showed that 1,397 warnings 
were issued, 493 pledges were made, the number 
of warning stickers exceeded 14,412, and the total 
number of violating vehicles exceeded 2,321, while 
59 complaints by neighbors were addressed,” he 
added. As for the statistics for violations issued by 
the prevention sector at the Kuwait Fire Force, 327 
facilities were cited for not meeting safety and pre-
vention requirements, and 81 facilities were admin-

istratively closed. 
“For the Hawally health 

zone, outpatient clinics 
received 25,172 cases in 
internal medicine, 3,353 
cases for children and 
13,057 cases in surgery 
clinics. Dermatology clin-
ics also received approxi-
mately 39,382 cases dur-
ing the year,” Asfar said. 
The governor expressed 
his appreciation for all the 
efforts made, hoping to do 
more to serve the people 
of the governorate and facilitate their affairs.

Decree has helped streamline  
works of governorates: Al-Asfar

Stats show municipality removed over 471 awnings erected in public squares 

Ali Al-Asfar

UAE envoy hails  
‘exemplary’  
ties with Kuwait 

 
KUWAIT: The United Arab Emirates’ (UAE) 

ambassador to Kuwait Matar Al-Neyadi heaped 
praise on the Gulf Arab state’s relations with 
Kuwait, describing bilateral ties as “exemplary” 
across all fronts. The respective leaders of the two 
Gulf neighbors are mutually eager for even more 
progress in relations, which will be instrumental in 
preserving their prosperity and development, the 
diplomat told an embassy gathering to mark his 
country’s National Day. —KUNA

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister alongside UAE embassy staff during UAE National Day celebration. —KUNA

ICSK Senior students 
visit Dasman 
Diabetic Institute 

 
KUWAIT: Dasman Diabetes Institute (DDI) was 
established under the patronage of His Highness 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the late Amir of 
Kuwait, and the Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) in 2006 to combat 
the prevalence of diabetes in Kuwait. It was a vision-
ary project undertaken by the late Amir seeing the 
prevalence of diabetes and its associated problems in 
the State of Kuwait. They aim to translate research 
findings into clinical practices for positive health out-
comes. They conduct research in several departments 
namely; Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Genetics 
and Bioinformatics, Microbiology and Immunology, 
Population Health and Bioenergetics. 

On the 20th and 22nd of November, the young biolo-
gists of grade 12 of ICSK Senior got the golden opportu-
nity to visit this prestigious institute and learn about its 
working and how it aims at controlling the diabetes epi-
demic. Upon arriving they were greeted by Dr 
Veeramani who gave the students an insight about the 
institution and its working. This was followed by 
Sriraman Devarajan who familiarized them with the man-
agement and gave them the safety briefing. They were 
also enlightened about the scope for biotechnology and 
were given advice for their entrance examinations. 

The students of ICSK clad in their lab coats were 
soon exploring the halls of DDI. They were intrigued by 

the huge facility and the innumerable labs it housed. 
They were awestruck by the different labs and the 
number of samples it held. They saw the various cold 
storage rooms, freezers, and liquid nitrogen tanks hold-
ing different body samples. They also witnessed the 
process of western blotting and the embryonic kidney 
cells in a culture. They saw the multiple PCR machines 
and were explained about its working and practical 
applications. They then had a short break for refresh-
ments and soon embarked on their next adventure.  

They were shown around the clinic and the fitness 
centre which housed the swimming pool and gym spe-
cially made for the diabetic patients. The tour soon 
came to an end after a short photo session. 

This visit was indeed very educational and showed 
students that biotechnology wasn’t limited to their 
textbooks. It helped them understand their concepts 
better and gave them a good insight into careers in 
biotechnology. The students are indebted to manage-
ment of the Dasman Diabetic Institute and the school 
for this golden opportunity. 


