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SAN FRANCISCO: California start-up OpenAI has
released a chatbot capable of answering a variety of
questions, but its impressive performance has reopened
the debate on the risks linked to artificial intelligence
(AI) technologies. The conversations with ChatGPT,
posted on Twitter by fascinated users, show a kind of
omniscient machine, capable of explaining scientific
concepts and writing scenes for a play, university dis-
sertations or even functional lines of computer code.

“Its answer to the question ‘what to do if someone
has a heart attack’ was incredibly clear and relevant,”
Claude de Loupy, head of Syllabs, a French company
specialized in automatic text generation, told AFP.
“When you start asking very specific questions,
ChatGPT’s response can be off the mark,” but its over-
all performance remains “really impressive,” with a
“high linguistic level,” he said. OpenAI, cofounded in
2015 in San Francisco by billionaire tech mogul Elon
Musk, who left the business in 2018, received $1 billion
from Microsoft in 2019.

The start-up is best known for its automated cre-
ation software: GPT-3 for text generation and DALL- E
for image generation. ChatGPT is able to ask its inter-
locutor for details, and has fewer strange responses
than GPT-3, which, in spite of its prowess, sometimes
spits out absurd results, said De Loupy.

Cicero 
“A few years ago chatbots had the vocabulary of a

dictionary and the memory of a goldfish,” said Sean
McGregor, a researcher who runs a database of AI-
related incidents.

“Chatbots are getting much better at the ‘history
problem’ where they act in a manner consistent with
the history of queries and responses. The chatbots have
graduated from goldfish status.” Like other programs
relying on deep learning, mimicking neural activity,
ChatGPT has one major weakness: “it does not have
access to meaning,” says De Loupy. The software can-
not justify its choices, such as explain why its picked
the words that make up its responses. AI technologies
able to communicate are, nevertheless, increasingly
able to give an impression of thought.

Researchers at Facebook-parent Meta recently
developed a computer program dubbed Cicero, after
the Roman statesman. The software has proven profi-
cient at the board game Diplomacy, which requires
negotiation skills. “If it doesn’t talk like a real person-
showing empathy, building relationships, and speaking

knowledgeably about the game-it won’t find other
players willing to work with it,” Meta said in research
findings.

In October, Character.ai, a start-up founded by for-
mer Google engineers, put an experimental chatbot
online that can adopt any personality. Users create
characters based on a brief description and can then
“chat” with a fake Sherlock Holmes, Socrates or Donald
Trump.

‘Just a machine’ 
This level of sophistication both fascinates and wor-

ries some observers, who voice concern these tech-
nologies could be misused to trick people, by spread-
ing false information or by creating increasingly credi-
ble scams. What does ChatGPT think of these hazards?

“There are potential dangers in building highly
sophisticated chatbots, particularly if they are designed
to be indistinguishable from humans in their language
and behavior,” the chatbot told AFP.

Some businesses are putting safeguards in place to
avoid abuse of their technologies.

On its welcome page, OpenAI lays out disclaimers,
saying the chatbot “may occasionally generate incor-
rect information” or “produce harmful instructions or
biased content.”—AFP

As chatbot sophistication
grows, AI debate intensifies

Level of sophistication both fascinates and worries observers

OpenAI has released a chatbot capable of answering a
variety of questions, but its impressive performance has
reopened the debate on the risks linked to AI technolo-
gies. — AFP
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Russia denounces 
oil price cap 
agreed by EU, G7
MOSCOW: Russia denounced a $60 price cap on its
oil agreed by the EU, G7 and Australia, even as
Ukraine suggested it was not tough enough and might
have to be revisited. “We will not accept this price
cap,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told domes-
tic news agencies, adding that Russia, the world’s sec-
ond-largest crude exporter, was “analyzing” the move.

The $60 oil price cap will come into effect on
Monday or soon after, alongside an EU embargo on
maritime deliveries of Russian crude oil. The embargo
will prevent seaborne shipments of Russian crude to
the European Union, which account for two thirds of
the bloc’s oil imports from Russia, potentially depriv-
ing Russia’s war chest of billions of euros.

But while Kyiv welcomed the price cap earlier
Saturday, Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky said
in his evening address that the level set was not “seri-
ous” as it would not do enough damage to the Russian
economy. “Russia has already caused huge losses to
all countries of the world by deliberately destabilizing
the energy market,” he argued in his nightly address,
describing the decision on the price cap as “a weak
position”.

It is “only a matter of time when stronger tools will
have to be used”, Zelensky added.

The G7 nations-Canada, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States-
along with Australia have already said they are pre-
pared to adjust the price ceiling if necessary. The cap
stops countries paying more than $60 a barrel for
Russian oil deliveries by tanker vessel and is designed
to make it harder for Russia to bypass EU sanctions by
selling beyond the European Union at market prices.

Limit funds for the ‘war machine’ 
Zelensky, in his speech, appeared to be backing the

position that Poland had tried to hold out for before
agreeing to the $60 ceiling late Friday. Warsaw and
the Baltic states had argued for a $30 cap. The market
price of a barrel of Russian Urals crude is currently

around $65 dollars, just slightly higher than the $60
cap agreed, suggesting the measure may have only a
limited impact in the short term.

The G7 said it was delivering on its vow “to pre-
vent Russia from profiting from its war of aggression
against Ukraine, to support stability in global energy
markets and to minimize negative economic spillovers
of Russia’s war of aggression”. The White House
described the cap as “welcome news” that would help
limit Russian President Vladimir Putin’s ability to fund
the Kremlin’s “war machine”.

Russia has threatened to stop deliveries to coun-
tries adopting the measure. Russia has earned 67 bil-
lion euros ($71 billion) from the sale of oil to the
European Union since the start of the war in February.
Its annual military budget amounts to around 60 bil-
lion, said Phuc-Vinh Nguyen, an energy expert at the
Institut Jacques-Delors in Paris.

The EU embargo on seaborne deliveries follows a
decision by Germany and Poland to stop taking
Russian oil via pipeline by the end of 2022.

In all, more than 90 percent of Russian deliveries to
the European Union will be hit, according to the bloc. 

‘Endure’ power cuts 
On the ground, Russian forces carried out strikes in

the east of Ukraine on Saturday, hitting a “civilian
infrastructure facility” in the eastern city of
Kramatorsk, the Ukrainian army said. After suffering
humiliating defeats during what has become the
largest armed conflict in Europe since World War II,
Russia began targeting Ukrainian energy infrastruc-
ture in October. The strikes have caused sweeping
blackouts, and cut off water supplies and heating to
civilians at a time when the temperature in some
regions has dropped to minus five degrees Celsius (41
degrees Fahrenheit).

The authorities have introduced scheduled power
cuts several times a day to keep essential infrastruc-
ture working. In eastern Ukraine, where the fighting is
still raging, the governor of Lugansk region, Sergei
Gaidai, said the conflict was heavy, “because the
Russians had time to prepare”. Ukraine’s forces were
nevertheless slowly moving forward, he added.

Ukraine’s presidency said the situation was also
difficult in Bakhmut, in the neighboring Donetsk
region, which Russian forces have been trying to cap-
ture since summer.—AFP


