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French fashion house Dior on
Saturday held its first show at
Egypt’s ancient Giza pyramids, pre-

senting its 2023 fall men’s collection in the
shadow of the millennia-old tombs.
Dwarfed by the vast Giza necropolis-their
imposing ridges illuminated by white light
for the show-models showcased the col-
lection titled “Celestial”. Saturday’s show
was the second by a European fashion
house to use Ancient Egyptian heritage
sites as a backdrop this year.

In October, Italian designer Stefano
Ricci showcased his most recent collec-

tion at the Temple of Hatshepsut in Luxor.
Egypt’s Giza necropolis, just west of the
capital Cairo, has in recent years played
host to ever-grander events, including pop
concerts and contemporary art exhibi-
tions, as the North African country seeks
to project a revitalized image to draw in
new tourism and business. Media entre-
preneur Amy Mowafi said events like
Dior’s “put Egypt on the map as a new
hub for creativity and design” where cre-
ators can draw on “seven thousand years
of inspiration.”— AFP

Models present a creation at the Christian Dior fashion show at the Giza Pyramids Necropolis on the outskirts of the twin city of Egypt’s capital. — AFP photos

Ukraine detains 
8 over Banksy
mural theft

Ukraine has detained eight people
over the theft from a wall in the Kyiv
suburbs of a mural painted by elu-

sive British street artist Banksy, the
authorities said. The stencil image of a
person in a nightgown and gas mask

holding a fire extinguisher next to the
charred remains of a window in the town
of Gostomel went missing on Friday, they
said. “A group of people tried to steal a
Banksy mural. They cut out the work from
the wall of a house destroyed by the
Russians,” Kyiv governor Oleksiy Kuleba
said in a post on Telegram late Friday.

He attached the image of a gaping
hole in the wall where the image once
stood. “Several people were detained on
the spot,” he said. “The image is in good
condition and in the hands of the authori-
ties.” Other works in the area thought also

to be the work of Banksy are under police
protection, he said. Kyiv police chief
Andriy Nebitov said “eight people had
been identified” as possibly involved, and
a preliminary inquiry had been opened
into the matter.

“All were aged between 27 and 60
years old. They are residents of Kyiv and
Cherkasy” some 200 km (120 miles)
southeast of the capital, he said. Last
month, Banksy posted an image of the
stencil of a gymnast performing a hand-
stand on the wall of a wrecked building in
Borodyanka, another suburb of the capi-

tal. He then posted a video of several
more of his artworks, including the per-
son in a gas mask holding the fire extin-
guisher.

Others included the portraits of a
bearded man scrubbing up in a bathtub,
and a young boy in a karate outfit slam-
ming his adult opponent to the ground.
Together with towns such as Bucha and
Irpin, Borodyanka and Gostomel were
severely hit by Russian bombardment
after Russia invaded Ukraine in
February. — AFP 

Cuba’s ‘Nueva Trova’
music movement 
named as part of 
cultural heritage

Cuban cultural authorities have
declared the musical movement
known as Nueva Trova, a folk-

music genre melding poetry and progres-
sive politics, to be part of the nation’s cul-
tural heritage, the official newspaper
Granma reported Saturday. The decision
was announced Friday at the park in the
city of Manzanillo where 50 years earlier,
at a gathering of “young troubadours,” the
movement was sparked by singer-song-
writer Silvio Rodriguez and guitarist and
singer Pablo Milanes, who died recently.

Deputy culture minister Fernando Leon
said Nueva Trova is being recognized “in
order to contribute to the sustainability,
viability and visibility of this important cul-
tural expression.” —AFP

In this file photo Cuban singer Silvio
Rodriguez performs in the Zocalo square in
Mexico City. — AFP 

This combination of pictures shows a graffiti made by famous British artist Banksy on the wall of a destroyed building in the town of Gostomel, near Kyiv, on November 16, 2022 (left)
and a cut off of the wall of a damaged building from where a group people tried to steal Banksy’s work in the town of Gostomel, near Kyiv, on December 3, 2022, amid the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. — AFP 

Dior showcases fashion in 
shadow of Egypt’s pyramids


