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Warriors shoot down Rockets;  
Mavs beat Knicks in New York

Doncic, Hardaway lift Mavericks over Knicks
LOS ANGELES: Andrew Wiggins scored a sea-
son-high 36 points on Saturday as the NBA cham-
pion Golden State Warriors got off to a hot start 
and made it hold up Saturday in a 120-101 victory 
over the Houston Rockets. Wiggins drained a 
career-high eight three-pointers, five of them in 
the third quarter when he scored 17 points. 

Warriors superstar Stephen Curry also had 
eight treys on the way to 30 points and Jordan 
Poole added 21 points as the Warriors notched a 
10th straight home win. But Warriors coach Steve 
Kerr said the defending champions still have room 
for improvement after letting a 25-point lead mid-
way through the second quarter slip. The Rockets, 
led by 20 points from Kevin Porter Jr., had sliced 
the deficit to four points with 6:59 left in the 
game. 

The Warriors pulled away again, but Kerr said 
they need to find a way to keep teams from mak-
ing a run. “It was a phenomenal first 18 minutes,” 
Kerr said. “I thought that was maybe the best 
stretch we’ve had all year to start the game. “We 

were defending, rebounding, doing everything 
right, and then we just lost our focus. “That’s our 
biggest challenge right now, trying to maintain our 
focus long enough not to give up leads and allow 
teams back in,” Kerr added. 

Elsewhere, Dallas star Luka Doncic and Tim 
Hardaway Jr took it to the New York Knicks in the 
third quarter on the way to a 121-100 NBA victory 
at Madison Square Garden. Doncic scored 30 
points and Hardaway added 28 against his former 
team, the two combining for 36 points in the third 
quarter alone when the Mavs outscored the 
Knicks 41-15 to take control of the contest. 

Doncic, the league’s leading scorer, had a lack-
luster 11 points in the first quarter but turned up the 
heat after the interval. “It was a challenge to come 
out of the locker room (in the second half) with 
more energy and better everything,” Doncic said. 
“The way we played the third quarter, you saw that 
we can really play basketball.” Jalen Brunson, who 
departed Dallas for the Knicks in free agency after 
last season, finished with just 13 points. 

Bucks bounce back  
The Milwaukee Bucks earned a bounce-back 

win despite the absence of two-time NBA Most 
Valuable Player Giannis Antetokounmpo, beating 
the Hornets 105-96 in Charlotte. A day after a 
hard-fought  133-129 home loss  to  the Los 
Angeles  Lakers , Antetokounmpo and Jrue 
Holiday were inactive, as was Khris Middleton-
whose return from off-season wrist surgery is 
still being carefully managed. 

Antetokounmpo, who scored 40 points 
against the Lakers, sat out with a sore left knee. 
Holiday was listed as out with a left knee contu-
sion. Bucks coach Mike Budenholzer said he 
held them out considering “the quick turn-
around and with the back-to-back, a little bit of 
an early game, and just taking into account the 
big picture.” 

Bobby Portis stepped up to lead the Bucks 
with 20 points. Jordan Nwora added 17 points 
and Brook Lopez and Jevon Carter scored 14 
apiece . Oklahoma City ’s  Shai  Gi lgeous-

Alexander  scored 33 points  to  lead seven 
Thunder players in double figures in a 135-128 
victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves in 
Minneapolis. Josh Giddey added 21 points and 12 
rebounds for the Thunder, who trailed by four 
going into the fourth  quarter  af ter  the 
Timberwolves erupted for 44 points in the third 
period. 

D’Angelo Russel l  led Minnesota with 27 
points  and Anthony Edwards added 26. 
Timberwovles center Rudy Gobert was ejected 
in the second quarter for a flagrant foul after he 
tripped Oklahoma City’s Kenrich Williams. The 
two had tangled under the basket, Gobert trip-
ping over the fallen Williams. Gobert fell himself 
and when Williams extricated himself and rose 
Gobert  stuck his  legs out and tr ipped him. 
Williams’s angry reaction drew a technical foul. 
In Los Angeles, Sacramento center Domantas 
Sabonis connected on 10 of his 11 shots from the 
field on the way to a game-high 24 points, as the 
Kings whipped the Clippers 123-96. —AFP

 

Tadhamon Women  
Futsal team end  
Fatat winning run 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Tadhamon Women Futsal team 
put an end to the series of wins by Fatat Club 
team in the URC Futsal League by beating 
them 4-2 during their fourth round match. 
Tadhamon now have 9 points (in second place 
on goal difference) as Fatat top the standings. 
In the second match, Kuwait defeated Fatayat 
Al-Oyoun 4-2 - raising their point total to 6 
(in third place). Fatyat Al-Oyoun remain 
pointless. The match between Tadhamon and 
Fatat was competitive and the two teams per-
formed very well. Tadhamon were able to 
avenge their previous loss to Fatat in the sec-
ond round - winning 1-5. The Kuwait players 
controlled most of the second match which 
ended in their favor.

Zain sponsors 
HANKOOK 12H  
KUWAIT 2022 

 
KUWAIT: Zain, Kuwait’s leading digital service 
provider, sponsored the HANKOOK 12H KUWAIT 
2022, which marked the first time a venue in Kuwait 
has hosted a round of CREVENTIC’s endurance rac-
ing program. The thrilling event featured top regional 
and international pro racers at Kuwait Motor Town 
(KMT). Zain always strives to contribute to developing 
the local youth and sports sectors by supporting the 
best sporting events in Kuwait, including motorsports 
competitions. The company is keen on encouraging 
initiatives that offer the nation’s youth a safe and pro-
fessional setting to unleash their talents and pursue 

their passions.  
Kuwait Motor Town hosted the HANKOOK 12H 

KUWAIT 2022 endurance race, which marked the first 
time a venue in Kuwait has hosted a round of 
CREVENTIC’s endurance racing program. The race 
continued for 12 hours straight, featuring top pro rac-
ers from the region and the world. Zain is proud of 
Team Kuwait’s Ahmad Al Ghanim, Mohammed Al 
Kazemi, and Zaid Ashkanani, who secured the race’s 
second-place title after an outstanding performance 
among 20 participating teams. 

In addition to the main attraction, many social and 
entertainment programs were available for fans and visi-
tors, including cafes, restaurants, special social activities, 
children zones, and more. Zain was present in the event 
via its dedicated booth, where it offered visitors a 
chance to compete in a thrilling virtual race. The Kuwait 
Motor Town hosted the final round of the 2022 24H 
SERIES powered by Hankook, marking the first time a 
venue in Kuwait has hosted a round of CREVENTIC’s 

endurance racing program. The Hankook 12H KUWAIT 
replaces the Hankook 24H SEBRING as the final round 
of this year’s 24H SERIES and thus decided the winners 
of the 2022 Championship of the Continents.  

Located less than 60 kilometers from Kuwait City, 
the Kuwait Motor Town was opened in December 2018. 
Covering 2.5 million square meters, KMT is one of the 
largest motorsport-dedicated facilities in the world, one 
that boasts seven different facilities catering to nine dif-
ferent motor racing disciplines, both on-road and off, 
including circuit, drag and dune racing, go-karts, and 
rally and motocross. 

 Ahead of its maiden season of competition in 2019, 
Kuwait Motor Town was granted FIA Grade 1, which 
recognizes the highest safety standards. In a nod to the 
venue’s high-profile aspirations, more than 7,300 race 
day fans can be accommodated in the main grandstand 
alone, with a further 750 VIP box seats also available 
overlooking the 426-meter pitlane, down which lie 32 
state-of-the-art pit boxes.

Zain is proud of Team Kuwait’s second-place win. Event featured top regional and international pro racers.

Hawally Club rider  
Al-Fuzaie shines  

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Hawally Club rider Abdulrahman Al-Fuzaie 
won the first edition of the AlGhanim Show Jumping 
Competition held at Kuwait Riding Club with the partic-
ipation of more than 300 riders representing all local 
clubs. Fuzaie succeeded in achieving the fastest time 

during the differentiation round of the grand prize at a 
height of 140-145 cm in 40.81 seconds without faults. 
Abdullah Al-Awadhi ended in second place in 43.54 
seconds without faults, and they were followed by riders 
Shaker Al-Kazmi, Ghazi Al-Jraiwi and Ali Al-Kharafi.  

The winners were awarded by Saudi Ambassador 
Prince Sultan bin Saad bin Khalid and tournament patron 
Jassem Abdelaziz Al-Ghanem, along with Talal Abdelaziz 
Al-Ghanem. The tournament was also attended by Sheikh 
Dr Ibrahim Al-Duaij. Fuzaie was pleased by winning the 
title of the competition, which is one of the most impor-
tant successful tournaments during the current 2022-
2023 sports season. He thanked the Al-Ghanem family 
headed by Jassem Al-Ghanem and rider Badriya Jassem 

Al-Ghanem for supporting the competition, which proved 
successful as far as organization and fan attendance are 
concerned. 

Asian Champion Rider Ali Jassem Al-Kharafi won the 
minor’s prize at 130-135 cm in 37.19 seconds without 
faults, beating Nick Chaning, Abdullah Al-Awadhi, Anaz 
Al-Anaz, Ghazi Al-Jraiwi and Fawaz Al-Subaie. Member 
of the Higher Organizing Committee, rider Jassem Al-
Khalfan, thanked the competition’s patron, adding there 
was a round for the disabled with the help of senior rid-
ers to honor them, which is the first time for local com-
petitions. Khalfan lauded the fans’ presence, adding this 
is a qualitative move since the declaration of the game’s 
federation.

World Esports  
Championships  

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Esports National Team are par-
ticipating the World Esports Championships being 
held in Bali Island, Indonesia with the participation 
of 105 countries across the globe. This champi-
onship is one of the largest world championships in 
which Kuwait team are participating in the Tekken7 
and Football 2023 games. Fahad Al-Mutairi is play-
ing the first and Mushari Al-Enezi is playing the 
second. Chairman of the Board of Kuwait Esports 
Club and head of the delegation Abdullah Al-Ali 
thanked the Public Authority for Sport for support-
ing the club. He said this is the first time Kuwait par-
ticipates in such a major tournament.


