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FIFA World Cup 2022 
Japan v Croatia                                    18:00  
beIN Sports HD 1 Max 
beIN 4K HDR 
Brazil v Korea Republic                        22:00 
beIN Sports HD 2 Max 
beIN 4K HDR

Today’s matches 

DOHA: Lionel Messi finally scored a goal in the 
knockout rounds of the World Cup on Saturday as he 
inspired Argentina to a 2-1 win over Australia that 
sets up a mouthwatering quarter-final showdown 
with the Netherlands, who proved too strong for the 
United States earlier. The Argentina captain marked 
his 1,000th career appearance with his 789th goal to 
open the scoring in the first half at Doha’s Ahmad bin 
Ali Stadium.  

It was a classy finish from a player appearing at 
his fifth World Cup but who had never previously 
found the net in a knockout tie at the tournament he 
is looking to win for the first time at the age of 35. It 
looked like Argentina were going to run away with 
the game when Julian Alvarez took advantage of a 
goalkeeping mistake to double their lead just before 
the hour mark. 

Yet an Australia team who had already defied all 
expectations in Qatar just in reaching the last 16 
went down fighting. They pulled one back when a 
Craig Goodwin shot deflected in off Enzo Fernandez 
for an own goal and only a last-ditch challenge from 
Lisandro Martinez prevented Aziz Behich, of Dundee 
United in Scotland, from scoring a remarkable late 
equalizer. “It was a really physical game but I am 
very happy with the victory and that we have taken 
another little step forward,” Messi told Argentine tel-
evision. 

 
‘Made the nation proud’  

Argentina were one of the pre-tournament 
favorites and have since bounced back from losing to 
Saudi Arabia in their opening game to progress to 
the last eight. Australia, meanwhile, go home after 
failing in their quest to reach the quarter-finals for 
the first time, but it has been a memorable campaign 
for Graham Arnold’s Socceroos. 

“It’s all about making the nation proud and I’m 
pretty sure we did that,” Arnold said. “Everyone said 
we were the worst Socceroos to ever qualify for the 
World Cup and the worst Socceroos ever. “That’s 
gone now.” Argentina can now look forward to a 
last-eight tie next Friday against the Netherlands, a 
pairing that evokes memories of some classic World 
Cup contests, including the 1978 final won by the 
South Americans and a 1998 quarter-final decided by 
a brilliant Dennis Bergkamp goal. 

 
Dutch end USA hopes 

Louis van Gaal’s Dutch side also started slowly in 
Qatar but they stil l  topped their group and on 
Saturday they produced their best performance yet 
to beat the United States 3-1. Their victory was set 
up by a wonderful early opening goal at the Khalifa 
International Stadium, with Memphis Depay finishing 
at the end of a 20-pass move.  

Daley Blind got their second goal just before half-
time and a late strike from Denzel Dumfries sealed a 
deserved victory after Haji Wright had pulled one 
back. “We always want to improve and, since the 
start of the tournament, it’s been getting better and 
better with each game,” Van Gaal said. For the 
United States it was a familiar story-they enjoyed 
plenty of the ball but were hampered by the lack of a 
cutting edge. 

USA coach Gregg Berhalter’s men head home 
after scoring just three goals in their four matches. 
“When you look at the difference of the two teams, 
there was some offensive finishing quality that 
Holland had that we were lacking,” said Berhalter. 
“We don’t have a Memphis Depay right now, who’s 
scoring in the Champions League, playing for 
Barcelona, experienced at scoring at this level.” The 
last-16 action continues on Sunday as holders France 

take on Poland before England meet Africa Cup of 
Nations winners Senegal. 

While Kylian Mbappe and Robert Lewandowski 
will attract most of the attention when the French and 
Poland face off, the game will also be significant for 
France captain Hugo Lloris as he equals Lilian 
Thuram’s national record of 142 caps. “It is no small 
achievement. I am really honoured at the figures and 

very proud, even if it is very much secondary to the 
fact that we are on the eve of the last 16 of the World 
Cup,” Lloris said. England are expected to see off 
Senegal at Al Bayt Stadium but their manager Gareth 
Southgate has no intention of underestimating Aliou 
Cisse’s men. “They have some excellent individual 
players who can cause problems, but a good struc-
ture as well,” he said. —AFP 

Messi inspires Argentina  
to 2-1 win over Australia

Argentina set up WCup quarter-final date with Netherlands

Japanese  
super-sub aims  
to sink Croatia 

 
DOHA: World Cup super-sub Ritsu Doan believes 
the strength of Japan’s bench could prove decisive as 
they prepare to face 2018 finalists Croatia in the last 
16 on Monday. The Freiburg forward has played a 
crucial role as a substitute in Qatar, scoring the equal-
izer in Japan’s shock wins over both Germany and 
Spain, which helped them top Group E. Doan took 
four minutes to find the net after coming on against 
Germany and just two after entering as a half-time 
substitute against Spain. 

He believes Japan’s options on the bench can help 
them go even further as they seek to reach the World 
Cup quarter-finals for the first time. “It’s 11 against 11 
but as players we talk about us playing with 26 
against 11,” he said on Saturday. “The rules changed to 
allow five substitutes and I think we should be thank-
ful for that. We have players who can change games.”  

Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu has won praise for 
his substitutions and tactical changes in Qatar. Three 
of Japan’s four goals at the World Cup have been 
scored by players who started on the bench, and sub-
stitute Kaoru Mitoma played the pass that set up the 
fourth. Moriyasu has likened his men to baseball play-
ers, saying they all have roles to play including as 
“starters, relievers and closers”. 

Doan said he had learned how to make an impact 
coming off the bench from his club career in Germany 
and the Netherlands. “I have scored a lot of goals after 
coming on as a sub,” said the 24-year-old. “At PSV 
Eindhoven I started playing more as a sub and I know 
how to prepare to come on. “Of course as a player I’m 
not happy about starting on the bench but as the 
manager says, we need to play with all 26 players at 
this tournament.” 

 
War of attrition  

Doan was picked to start Japan’s match against 
Costa Rica, which finished in a surprise 1-0 defeat. He 
struggled to break down the Costa Ricans’ stubborn 
defense and was replaced with around 25 minutes left 
to play. Croatia will pose a different kind of test and 
Doan is prepared for a tough war of attrition. “My 
impression of them is that they’re a tough, dogged 
team,” he said of Croatia, who lost to France in the 
World Cup final in Russia four years ago.  “They have a 
lot of veteran players and they have experience of how 
to handle a game. “If you look at the last World Cup, 
they got through twice on penalties and once after 
extra time, so they all work hard and grind out the win.” 
Doan cautioned that Japan “haven’t really been creating 
many big chances” so far at the World Cup and said 
Monday’s game “doesn’t need to be pretty”. —AFP 

Modric leading by  
example at WCup; 
Croatia face Japan 

 
DOHA: Croatia’s squad features only a few of the players 
which led them to the World Cup final in 2018, runners-up to 
France, but Luka Modric is defying time to be one of those 
few constants. The 37-year-old Real Madrid midfielder 
worked tirelessly across the full 90 minutes of the 0-0 draw 
with Belgium on Thursday to book Croatia’s place in the last 
16, where they face Japan on Monday. 

The captain leads by example, showing the younger play-
ers what is possible and how much effort achieving it takes. If 
the 2018 Ballon d’Or winner, with five Champions League 
titles to his name, still toils selflessly in midfield, there can be 
no excuses for anyone else not to follow suit. Croatia defend-
er Josip Juranovic believes Modric is setting an example to 
the squad’s younger players to fend off World Cup fatigue. 
“In my tank, my reservoir (of gas) is full,” the Celtic defender 
told a press conference Saturday. 

“It is a World Cup-we may only get (to be part of) this 
once in our lifetime. “I can’t wait for the game to start. When 
you see people like Luka Modric running and dying on the 
pitch, it gives us younger players extra energy to run. “We 
have a great combination of experience and younger players 
in the team.” Croatia finished second in Group F and 
Juranovic, 27, played 90 minutes in all three games, while 
Modric also played 90 minutes against Morocco in the goal-

less opener, and 86 against Canada, in the team’s thumping 4-
1 win. In the Belgium and Morocco games, Modric was award-
ed man of the match. Even though some of his contributions 
are subtle, and thankless at times, they have been rewarded in 
Qatar, not that his team-mates need any reminders of his quali-
ty. Asked about Croatia’s winning mentality, midfielder Lovro 
Majer said it was innate, but also down to older players like 
Modric offering years of experience to the team. “We have a 
winning mentality in our blood,” said Majer on Saturday. “I 
think we have an excellent mix of experienced players who 
have done excellent things in their careers and younger play-
ers with new energy. “A combination of something that’s innate 
and that mix of experience and youth.” Sitting beside him at 
Croatia’s training hub in Doha, Juranovic agreed. “When you 
have world class players playing at the highest level for 10 
years, that helps a lot, so we believe we can turn around any 
situation on the pitch,” said the defender. 

 
New energy 

Modric is among the tournaments best passers, driving 
Croatia up the pitch with clever balls, while maintaining his 
defensive discipline. The former Tottenham player has made 
several important interceptions, presses well and is also 
capable of deciding when to drop deeper alongside Marcelo 
Brozovic. Perhaps what helps keep Modric running, fighting 
and competing at an elite level is his mindset. 

The midfielder spoke to reporters at the start of the tour-
nament and said the glory of reaching the final four years 
ago in Moscow was irrelevant now. “Whatever we’ve been 
through during the 2018 World Cup was an unforgettable 
experience but we need to put it aside and focus on what is 
ahead of us,” said Modric. “Many players from Russia are 

not here. We have new players, fresh blood and new energy. 
“We also have some veteran players who have helped the 

young ones adjust. This is a new tournament and we have to 
look at it this way.” Since gaining independence in 1991, 
Croatia have only missed the 2010 tournament in South 
Africa. In 1998 they went on a surprise run to the semi-finals, 
where they were beaten by France. Les Bleus were again 
their executioners in 2018, and if they face France in this 
tournament, it would mean they have reached the final. 
Modric will have to cover a lot more ground before that can 
happen, starting against Japan on Monday. —AFP

AL-RAYYAN: Croatia’s midfielder #10 Luka Modric controls the 
ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match 
between Croatia and Belgium on December 1, 2022.  —AFP

Don’t write  
off Ronaldo,  
Shaqiri warns  

 
DOHA: Cristiano Ronaldo may be 37 and without a 
club but Switzerland’s Xherdan Shaqiri, whose team 
face Portugal in the World Cup last 16 on Tuesday, says 
it would be a mistake to consider him a fading force. 
“You cannot write off Cristiano, he is one of the best 
players in the world together with (Lionel) Messi,” 
Shaqiri told reporters after training on Sunday.  

“This guy can score any second, any minute, he has 
experience and everyone knows how important he is for 
Portugal and for his team,” added the former Liverpool 
and Bayern Munich attacker, who scored in 
Switzerland’s 3-2 win over Serbia on Friday which 
secured them a place in the knockout stage. 

Ronaldo, who has been released by Manchester 
United after his controversial television interview, 
has scored once so far in this tournament, with a 
penalty in the opening group stage 3-2 win over 
Ghana. But Shaqiri, who now plays in Major League 
Soccer with Chicago Fire, knows that regardless of 
Ronaldo’s threat there are also plenty of other 

sources of danger from Portugal. 
“We have to know also the other players because it 

is not only Ronaldo, they have very good players, young 
players who can make a big difference and we need to 
give really a very good performance because its knock-
out and anything can happen in the 95-100 minutes and 
we are looking forward to it,” he said. While Shaqiri is 
established as the main creative force in the Swiss side, 
he says the key to their chances of success is found in 
their ability as a collective. 

“The key is to have a special performance from the 
whole team. There are no Cristianos in our team, we 
need to have the whole team to be successful. If every-
one sticks together, everyone goes to their highest lev-
el of performance, I am sure we have a chance to go 
through,” he said. The two teams faced each other 
twice in the Nations League in June with Portugal 
enjoying a 4-0 win in Lisbon with Ronaldo scoring 
twice but then a week later, the Swiss gained revenge 
with a 1-0 win in Geneva. 

But Shaqiri says the increased pressure of a World 
Cup knockout game makes past performances irrele-
vant. “We know Portugal, we have played them many 
times in friendlies, in the Nations League, we lost some, 
we won some, for me everything is open, it is a knockout 
game but we know they are going to be a good team. 
“We need a big, big performance, a special performance 
if we are going to go through,” he said. —AFP Portugal’s forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo

AL-RAYYAN: Argentina’s forward #10 Lionel Messi celebrates after qualifying to the next round after defeating Australia 2-1 
in the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 16 football match on December 3, 2022.  —AFP

Japan’s midfielder #08 Ritsu Doan

Brazil sweat on  
Neymar return  

 
DOHA: Brazil head into Monday’s World Cup last-16 tie 
against South Korea preoccupied by the health of the great 
Pele and with coach Tite wondering whether to recall the 
Selecao’s current number 10 Neymar after an ankle injury. Tite 
used his press conference prior to Friday’s final group game 
against Cameroon to wish Pele a speedy recovery after the all-
time great was admitted to hospital in Sao Paulo during the 
week. The three-time World Cup winner, now aged 82, has 
been undergoing a “re-evaluation” of the chemotherapy he had 

following surgery to remove a colon tumor in September last 
year. Brazil fans also unfurled a banner with a get well soon 
message for Pele ahead of the Cameroon game, which the 
Selecao lost 1-0 as they went down to their first defeat in the 
group stage since 1998. There would be no better way for 
Brazil to pay tribute to their greatest ever player than by going 
on to win a record-extending sixth World Cup on December 18, 
and the draw appears to have opened up favorably for them. 
They topped their section despite scoring just three goals in 
three games in Qatar, their worst showing in front of goal in the 
group stage of a World Cup since 1978. Brazil have a fearsome 
range of attacking options, even with Gabriel Jesus having gone 
home injured, but they have scored just once since Neymar 
came off with a sprained ankle in their opening 2-0 win over 
Serbia on November 24. —AFP 


