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France’s defender #18 Dayot Upamecano (front) fails 
to score past Poland’s goalkeeper #01 Wojciech 
Szczesny during the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 
16 football on December 4, 2022. —  AFP photos

France’s forward #09 Olivier Giroud (center) kicks 
the ball next to Poland’s midfielder #24 Przemyslaw 
Frankowski (left) and Poland’s midfielder #13 Jakub 
Kaminski during the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 
16 football match.

France’s forward #09 Olivier Giroud (left) and 
France’s forward #07 Antoine Griezmann (right) fight 
for the ball with Poland’s defender #14 Jakub Kiwior 
on December 4, 2022. 

A Poland supporter waits for the start of the Qatar 
2022 World Cup round of 16 football match between 
France and Poland on December 4, 2022. 

Poland supporters cheer ahead of the Qatar 2022 
World Cup round of 16 football match between 
France and Poland on December 4, 2022. 

A bird is seen on the pitch during the Qatar 2022 
World Cup round of 16 football match between 
France and Poland at the Al-Thumama Stadium in 
Doha on December 4, 2022. 

Holders France ease into  
World Cup quarter-finals 

Mbappe sets up a history-making goal 

DOHA: Kylian Mbappe set up a history-making 
goal for Olivier Giroud and then scored two 
himself as holders France eased into the quar-
ter-finals of the World Cup with a 3-1 win over 
Poland on Sunday. Giroud’s opening goal a 
minute before half-time was his 52nd for his 
country, allowing him to pass Thierry Henry and 
become France’s all-time record marksman. 
Mbappe’s lethal strike in the 74th minute killed 
off any prospect of a Poland comeback and he 
netted again at the death to move to nine goals 
in just 11 World Cup appearances, the second-
most for a French player at the tournament. 

At the other end the threat of Robert 
Lewandowski was snuffed out by the French 
defence although the 34-year-old Poland cap-
tain did get the consolation of scoring a stop-
page-time penalty. France, though, march on to 
the quarter-finals and 
remain on course to 
become the first team 
to successfully 
defend the World 
Cup since Brazil 
60 years ago. 

France were 
o v e r w h e l m i n g 
favourites against a 
Poland side who had 
limped through the 
group stage, but the 
memory of their exit 
from Euro 2020 served 
as a warning. France 
had been 3-1 up and 
cruising in that last-
16 tie against 
Switzerland only 
to concede two 
late goals and 
end up losing 
on penalties, 
with Mbappe 
missing the 
c ruc ia l 
spot-

kick. Mbappe returned 
on Sunday as one of 
nine changes following 
their inconsequential 
defeat by Tunisia, with 
goalkeeper and captain 
Hugo Lloris also return-
ing to win his 142nd cap. 

That saw him equal the 
record for most France 
appearances held by 
Lilian Thuram, whose 
son Marcus came 
off the bench 
here. It was a 
history-mak-
ing occa-
sion for 
France 

but what 
coach Didier 

Deschamps wanted 
above all was a routine vic-

tory and progression to the quar-
ter-finals. The sky should be the limit for a 
French side led by Mbappe, but it is not just 
him. Ousmane Dembele and Antoine 
Griezmann were lively in a strong start amid a 
hushed atmosphere at Al Thumama Stadium. 

Emphatic 
The fans were happy to sit back and be 

thrilled as the big screen at one point showed 
that Mbappe had reached a top speed of 35 
kilometers per hour. France’s pace and pressing 
was too much for Poland as Przemyslaw 
Frankowski gave possession away, leading to 

Dembele crossing to the back post for Giroud 
to somehow put the ball wide. Poland, 

who have not won a World Cup knock-
out match since 1982, recovered 

from a tentative start to almost go 
ahead in the 38th minute as 

Lloris blocked a shot by 
Piotr Zielinski and Jakub 

Kaminski’s follow-up 
was stopped on the 

line by Raphael 
Varane. 

Those misses 
proved crucial as 

France seized the 
lead a minute 

before half-time. 
Patient build-up play 
ended with Mbappe 

having a glance as he 
received the ball just outside 

the box before playing in Giroud 
who took a touch and finished into the 

far corner. Poland were left to chase the 
game in the second half and they sent on 

Juventus striker Arkadiusz Milik to support 
Lewandowski for the final half hour. 

However, their attack was simply no match 
for France, who picked off Poland to make it 2-
0. A Griezmann clearance was brought down 
by Giroud and he released Dembele whose 
ball into the middle was controlled before 
being blasted home by Mbappe. It was an 
emphatic finish and was followed by another 
of a similar calibre from a Thuram assist in 
stoppage time. Only Just Fontaine, who 
scored 13 in 1958, has scored more World Cup 
goals for France. Lewandowski then pulled 
one back right at the end, converting a retaken 
penalty that was awarded for a handball by 
Dayot Upamecano. — AFP  

DOHA: France’s forward #09 Olivier Giroud kicks the ball 
during the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 16 football 
match between France and Poland at the Al-Thumama 
Stadium in Doha on December 4, 2022. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The perennial question of 
whether it’s “soccer” (as Americans call it) or 
“ footba l l ”  prompted Twit ter  wisecracks 

between President Joe Biden and Dutch Prime 
Min is ter  Mark Rut te  th is  weekend, as  the 
Netherlands sent the United States crashing out 
of the World Cup. “It’s called soccer,” Biden 
said in a video posted on Twitter wishing the 
US team luck  ahead of  the i r  las t-16  c lash 
against the Dutch side Saturday at the Khalifa 
International Stadium in Doha.`But the clinical 
Netherlands soon ended the United States’ 
World Cup dream, sweeping into the quarter-
finals with a ruthless 3-1 victory - and Rutte 

was quick to respond to Biden’s tweet. “Sorry 
Joe, football won,” he wrote, adding a wink 
emoji. Biden’s response came Sunday morning. 
“Strictly speaking, shouldn’t it be ‘voetbal’?” he 
repl ied, using the Dutch word for footbal l . 
“Kidding aside:  congrats to your team and 
country, Mark. Rematch in New Zealand,” the 
US president added. The 2019 World Cup-win-
ning US women’s team could come up against 
the Netherlands at  the tournament in New 
Zealand next year. —  AFP 

Soccer or football?  
US, Dutch leaders  
banter on Twitter

SAO PAULO: Brazilian football legend Pele said on 
Saturday that he feels “strong, with a lot of hope” 
despite medical problems that have kept the 82-
year-old sports icon in the hospital with a respirato-
ry infection. Pele, widely regarded as the greatest 
footballer of all time, was hospitalized earlier this 
week amid ongoing colon cancer treatments. “My 
friends, I want to keep everyone calm and positive,” 
Pele said in an Instagram post. “I’m strong, with a lot 
of hope and I follow my treatment as usual.” 

Doctors treating Pele said earlier Saturday that 
the Brazilian legend remained “stable,” with his con-
dition not having deteriorated over the last day. Pele 
“has had a good response to care without any wors-
ening in the clinical picture in the last 24 hours,” 
doctors at Sao Paulo’s Albert Einstein Hospital said 
in a statement. Doctors made no reference to media 
reports earlier on Saturday that the three-time 
World Cup winner was receiving end-of-life care. 

Pele was admitted to hospital earlier this week for 
what doctors said was a “re-evaluation” of the 
chemotherapy he has been undergoing since sur-
gery to remove a colon tumor in September last 
year. At the ongoing World Cup in Qatar, players 
expressed their support for Pele. France striker 
Kylian Mbappe on Saturday tweeted: “Pray for the 

King.” England captain Harry Kane offered his sup-
port for Pele at a press conference ahead of his 
team’s last-16 tie against Senegal. 

“We send our best wishes to him and obviously 
all his family as well,” said Kane. “He is an inspiration 
amongst our game and an incredible footballer and 
incredible person. We wish him well.” Pele is the only 
footballer in history to win three World Cups - 1958, 
1962 and 1970 - and is one of the most successful 
and popular sports figures of the 20th century. 
Nicknamed “O Rei” (The King), he scored more than 
1,200 goals in one of the most storied careers in 
sport, before retiring in 1977. 

Pele dazzled from an early age and took the 
1958 World Cup by storm when he was 17 years 
old, netting a hat trick in the semifinals and two 
more goals in the final, catapulting his own career 
and launching the soccer dynasty of the Brazilian 
national team. In recent years, Pele has faced 
deteriorating health but has dealt with the issues 
with trademark good humor. In his Instagram post 
Saturday, the sports phenom said the flow of mes-
sages of love from all over the world “keeps me 
full of energy” and reported that he is eager to 
“watch Brazil in the World Cup too!” — AFP  

Pele feeling ‘strong,  
with a lot of hope’

Brazilian retired footballer Edson Arantes do 
Nascimento, know as Pele

DOHA: The sight of a tearful Luis Suarez hiding his face 
in his shirt and an enraged Edinson Cavani knocking over 
a VAR monitor encapsulated Uruguay’s sadness and 
frustration at their World Cup exit. For the two striking 
greats, both 35, it was a deeply underwhelming and 
undignified way to leave the biggest stage for the final 
time. Uruguay beat Ghana 2-0 on Friday but crashed out 
of the Qatar tournament on goals scored because of 
South Korea’s last-gasp 2-1 win over Portugal. But the 

South American side did not go quietly or with dignity. 
Their players surrounded and harangued German ref-

eree Daniel Siebert after the final whistle, with the official 
dishing out two yellow cards, including to Cavani. There 
had been similar scenes during an incident-packed 
match in which Siebert awarded a penalty to Ghana but 
waved away two Uruguayan appeals. Having hit the 
woodwork three times in their two previous games and 
conceded another controversial penalty in their 2-0 
defeat to Portugal, Uruguay leave Doha with a lot of 
regrets and a feeling of what might have been. 

Suarez and his teammates believe they were the 
victims of injustice, penalized by refereeing decisions 
that went against them, even after VAR reviews. 
“Leaving a World Cup hurts but we have the tranquili-
ty that we GAVE EVERYTHING for our country,” 
Suarez wrote on Twitter. “PROUD to be 
URUGUAYAN even though THEY DON’T RESPECT 

US” he added in a barb presumably directed at world 
football’s governing body FIFA. 

The sense of injustice was a common theme in the 
emotionally charged aftermath of Friday’s match-a mem-
ber of the Uruguayan delegation berated a journalist in 
the post-match press conference about the penalty giv-
en against the South American side in the Portugal game. 
In truth, Uruguay’s demise was not a surprise since 
Suarez and Cavani have had better days. 

They occupy the top two spots on Uruguay’s all-time 
record scorers’ list, with Suarez as number one, and were 
part of the teams that reached the World Cup semi-finals 
in 2010 before winning the Copa America the following 
year. Injuries have limited Cavani’s game time in recent 
years and while he has made an impressive start with his 
new club Valencia-four goals in seven games-it is more 
than four years since he played 30 or more league games 
in a single season. — AFP 

Suarez and Cavani  
make undignified  
World Cup exits 


