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shootout victory over Japan1610

News in brief

UAE leader congratulates Qatar 
Amir on successful World Cup

Sheikh Tamim welcomes Sheikh Mohamed on his first visit since blockade
DOHA: The United Arab Emirates’ president on 
Monday began his first visit to Qatar since the end 
of a nearly four-year regional blockade that put ties 
in the deep freeze. Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan was greeted by Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani at the airport, officials said, in a 
trip that coincides with the ongoing football World 
Cup in Qatar. 

It is the first state visit since January 2021, when 
a Saudi-led boycott of the gas-rich peninsula that 
started in June 2017 finally came to an end. The vis-
it, on the invitation of Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim, 
“builds on the existing brotherly relations between 
the two nations and their people”, the UAE’s official 
WAM news agency said. 

Photos showed Sheikh Mohamed smiling with 
Sheikh Tamim and even riding in a white Bentley 
Bentayga SUV with Qatar’s Amir driving. “I con-
gratulate my brother Tamim bin Hamad and the 
people of Qatar on hosting the FIFA World Cup and 
wish them continued success,” Sheikh Mohamed 
said in an online statement. 

Sheikh Tamim similarly referred to Sheikh 
Mohamed as “my brother”. His “visit allowed us to 
discuss ways to strengthen brotherly relations 
between our two countries, and to exchange views 
on regional and international issues of common 
concern, foremost of which are ways to support 
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DOHA: Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani welcomes UAE President 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan on Dec 5, 2022. — AFP  

Kuwait Times remembers 
founder Yousuf Al-Alyan

KUWAIT: Monday marked the 15th 
anniversary of the death of Yousuf Al-
Alyan, founder of Kuwait Times, the first 
English daily in Kuwait and the Arabian 
Gulf. Alyan was one of the most influen-

tial people in Kuwaiti journalism and 
one of the founders of Kuwait 
Journalists Association. On December 5, 
2007, Yousuf Al-Alyan passed away at 
the age of 75. (See Page 3)

KNet ready for Apple Pay 
 
KUWAIT: Shared Electronic Banking 
Company (KNet) has completed preparing 
devices with near field communication (NFC) 
technology to receive payments using Apple 
Pay, which banks are expected to start activat-
ing for their customers from Tuesday. 
Customers who have accounts in Kuwaiti banks 
that have activated this service can use Apple 
Pay to pay through any of the estimated 90,000 
KNet point of sale devices around Kuwait. 

MoI ends Egypt labor e-link 
 
KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah gave orders on Monday to sus-
pend an electronic link with Egypt’s labor sys-
tems, saying there is no longer a need to maintain 
an electronic link with any foreign party. A memo 
of understanding between Egypt and Kuwait was 
signed in Dec 2018 to link manpower systems to 
organize the transfer of workers.

Earthquake shakes Kuwait 
 
KUWAIT: A magnitude-3 earthquake rocked 
Kuwait’s southwestern Manaqeesh area on 
Monday, according to the Kuwait National 
Seismic Network (KNSN). The tremor took 
place at 10.51 am local time at a depth of eight 
kilometers, the network said. Head of KNSN Dr 
Abdullah Al-Enezi said the quake was very 
weak and few people felt it. He said Manaqeesh 
is prone to earthquakes at depths of 3 to 5 km. 

KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled 
Al-Sabah issued a decision to amend some rules 
regarding transportation and delivery activities on 
Monday. “The issuance of new licenses for motor-
ized vehicles to companies and institutions that 

practice or desire to engage in providing logistics 
services, deliver consumer orders or transport 
goods shall be suspended. It is permissible for com-
panies and establishments that currently carry out 
these activities to replace vehicles that are out of 
service with new ones,” the decision stated. 

Establishments that already have approval from 
the traffic department before the issuance of this 
decision can practice this activity and register new 
motorized vehicles in accordance with the following 
conditions and controls: The establishment must 
have at least one branch in a location that does not 
obstruct traffic. The company or establishment must 

own at least one of the following vehicles: One pri-
vate car and five light transport vehicles (under two 
tons) or six motorbikes and one private car or one 
light transport vehicle. In all cases, the total number 
of the aforementioned vehicles must not exceed 90 
in order to be approved. 

The vehicles must not be more than three years 
old when registering and should go out of service 
seven years after their year of manufacture. 
Motorcycles must not be more than a year old when 
registering and should go out of service four years 
after their production date.  
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New rules for delivery 
companies; permits for 
new firms suspended 
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BEIJING: Businesses reopened and testing 
requirements were relaxed in Beijing and other 
Chinese cities on Monday as the country tentatively 
eases out of a strict zero-COVID policy that 
sparked nationwide protests. Local authorities 
across China have begun a slow rollback of the 
restrictions that have governed daily life for years, 
encouraged by the central government’s orders for 
a new approach to fighting the coronavirus. 

In the capital Beijing, where many businesses 
have fully reopened, commuters from Monday were 
no longer required to show a negative virus test 
taken within 48 hours to use public transport. 
Financial hub Shanghai - which underwent a brutal 
two-month lockdown this year - extended this 
measure to most public places except medical insti-
tutions, schools, restaurants and bars, nursing 
homes and indoor entertainment venues, starting 
from Tuesday. 

The city had already exempted parks and tourist 
attractions from the testing requirement a day earlier 
and what the latest rule change encompassed was 
unclear. Neighboring Hangzhou ended regular mass 
testing for its 10 million people, except those living in 
or visiting nursing homes, schools and kindergartens.  
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Zero-COVID policy 
eases as Chinese 
cities relax testing

SYDNEY: Australia on Monday started building a 
vast network of antennas in the Outback, its section 
of what planners say will eventually become one of 
the most powerful radio telescopes in the world. 
When complete, the antennas in Australia and a 
network of dishes in South Africa will form the 
Square Kilometer Array (SKA), a massive instru-

ment that will aim to untangle mysteries about the 
creation of stars, galaxies and extraterrestrial life. 

The idea for the telescope was first conceived in 
the early 1990s, but the project was plagued by 
delays, funding issues and diplomatic jockeying. The 
SKA Observatory’s Director-General Philip Diamond 
described the beginning of its construction as 
“momentous”. The telescope “will be one of humani-
ty’s biggest-ever scientific endeavors”, he said. 

Its name is based on the planners’ original aim, a 
telescope that could observe a one-square-kilome-
ter surface, but the current South African and 
Australian sections will have a combined collecting 
area of just under half that, according to the obser-
vatory. Both countries have huge expanses of  
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This handout photo shows an artist’s impression of 
low-frequency stations forming the Square 
Kilometer Array (SKA) radio telescope, to be built in 
Western Australia. — AFP 

Australia starts 
building massive 
radio telescope


