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TEHRAN: A woman walks past a bakery along Enghelab Square in Iran’s capital Tehran on December 5, 2022. —AFP

PARIS: Campaigners backing Iran’s protest move-
ment on Monday dismissed a claim that the Islamic 
republic is disbanding its notorious morality police, 
insisting there was no change to its restrictive dress 
rules for women. 

There were also calls on social media for a three-
day strike, more than two months into the wave of civil 
unrest sparked by the death of Kurdish-Iranian 
woman Mahsa Amini, 22, after her arrest by the moral-
ity police in Tehran. 

Amini was accused of flouting Iran’s strict dress 
code demanding women wear modest clothing and the 
hijab headscarf, and her death sparked protests that 
have spiralled into the biggest challenge to the regime 
since the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

Iran’s Prosecutor General Mohammad Jafar 
Montazeri, in a surprise move at the weekend, was 
quoted as saying that the morality police units — 
known as gasht-e ershad (guidance patrol) — had 
been closed down. 

But activists were sceptical about his comments, 
which appeared to be an impromptu response to a 
question at a conference rather than a clearly sign-
posted announcement on the morality police, which is 
run by the interior ministry. 

Moreover, they said, their abolition would mark no 
change to Iran’s headscarf policy — a key ideological 

pillar for its clerical leadership — but rather a switch 
in tactics on enforcing it. 

Scrapping the units would be “probably too little 
too late” for the protesters who now demand outright 
regime change, Roya Boroumand, co-founder of the 
US-based Abdorrahman Boroumand Center rights 
group, told AFP. 

“Unless they remove all legal restrictions on 
women’s dress and the laws controlling citizens’ pri-
vate lives, this is just a PR move,” she said, adding that 
“nothing prevents other law enforcement” bodies from 
policing “the discriminatory laws”. 

 
‘Civil disobedience’  

The guidance patrols have been a familiar sight on 
Tehran’s streets since 2006 when they were intro-
duced during the presidency of the ultra-conservative 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. But the clerical leadership 
had been strictly enforcing the rules, including the 
headscarf, well before then. 

Under the last shah, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, 
women had been free to dress as they wished with 
fashions little different from Western countries in sec-
ular areas of Tehran. His father Reza Shah had gone a 
step further in an edict issued in 1936, seeking to ban 
all Islamic veils and headscarves. 

It was anger over the obligatory headscarf rule that 

sparked the first protests over the death of Amini, who 
died from what her family says was a blow to a head 
sustained in custody. The authorities dispute this. 

But the movement, fed also by years of anger over 
economic grievances and political repression, is now 
marked by calls for an end to the Islamic republic led 
by Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

Reports from Tehran have suggested the feared 
vans of the guidance patrols had already become 
much less common or even vanished after the protests 
broke out. 

Images have also shown women smashing 
decades-long taboos by attending protests or even 
carrying out daily tasks like going shopping without 
headscarves. 

 
‘Pillar of Islamic republic’  

The authorities have meanwhile been concentrating 
on battling the protests themselves in a crackdown 
that has left at least 448 people dead, according to 
Norway-based group Iran Human Rights. 

“The alleged suspension of Iran’s morality police 
doesn’t mean anything as it had already become irrel-
evant due to the massive level of women’s civil disobe-
dience and defying hijab-related rules,” said Omid 
Memarian, a senior Iran analyst at Democracy for the 
Arab World Now. 

He described the mandatory headscarf as “one of 
the pillars of the Islamic republic” and said that “abol-
ishing those laws and structures would mean a funda-
mental change in the Islamic Republic’s identity and 
existence”. 

Montazeri’s declaration and the confusion the com-
ments sparked were seen as a sign of the disquiet 
within the regime over how to handle the protests 
which are continuing across the country despite the 
crackdown. 

Within Iran on Monday there appeared to be hesi-
tancy over the meaning of the comments with only 
reformist dailies putting the issue on their front page 
and conservative media largely ignoring it. 

“The end of the morality police,” read a headline in 
daily Sazandegi. But the Sharq newspaper was more 
circumspect. “Is this the end of the patrols?” it asked, 
noting the police public relations had not confirmed it. 

“We should not be fooled by deceptive moves the 
Islamic Republic employs at times of desperation, as 
they might come back with other restrictive policies 
and measures,” said Memarian. 

The hijab is “still compulsory”, said Shadi Sadr, co-
founder of the London based group Justice for Iran. 
While the protests started over the death of Amini, he 
predicted, “Iranians won’t rest until the regime is 
gone.” —AFP

Activists dismiss Iran move on morality police
Scrapping the units would be ‘probably too little too late’

 

Trump talk of ending  
constitutional rules  
draws sharp rebukes 

 
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s suggestion 
that the United States disregard rules and regula-
tions including “those found in the Constitution” 
drew scathing rebukes this weekend from politi-
cians of both parties, with a top Democrat calling 
it “a danger to our democracy.” What many saw 
as a bizarre proposal from a singularly unconven-
tional former president came in his latest social 
media post hammering away at baseless conspira-
cy theories about the 2020 election, which he lost 
to Joe Biden. 

Given what he claimed was “massive and wide-
spread fraud and deception” involving technology 
companies and the Democratic Party, “do you 
throw the Presidential Election Results of 2020 
OUT and declare the RIGHTFUL WINNER, or do 
you have a NEW ELECTION? 

“A Massive Fraud of this type and magnitude 
allows for the termination of all rules, regulations, 
and articles, even those found in the Constitution,” 
he said on his Truth Social platform. Even by 
Trump’s unorthodox standards, the suggestion of 
ignoring the Constitutional standards that form the 
foundation of the American political system was 
stunning. 

“Attacking the Constitution and all it stands for 
is anathema to the soul of our nation and should be 
universally condemned,” said a White House state-
ment, adding, “You cannot only love America when 
you win.” Politicians of both parties took to Twitter 
to express their agreement. “He’s calling for an end 
to America’s constitutional democracy,” Senate 
majority leader Chuck Schumer said. “He’s out of 
control and a danger to our democracy.” 

Congressman Ted Lieu, a Democrat of 
California, called Trump’s proposal “anti-American 
and fascist.” And Representative Don Beyer, a 
Virginia Democrat, said Trump had “openly 
declared himself an enemy of the Constitution, and 
Republicans must repudiate him.” Some did. 

Adam Kinzinger of Illinois, one of a few 
Republicans to vote to impeach Trump for inciting 
the January 6, 2021 attack on the US Capitol, said 
that now “not a single conservative can legitimately 
support him,” adding, “This is insane.” —AFP 

UK’s Labour  
vows to abolish  
House of Lords 

 
LONDON: Britain’s opposition Labour party vowed 
on Monday to scrap the unelected and “indefensible” 
House of Lords as part of a constitutional revamp to 
redistribute economic growth after Brexit. 

Labour looks set to take power in the next election, 
due by January 2025, streaking far ahead of the gov-
erning Conservatives in opinion polls after a tumul-
tuous period politically and economically. 

Labour leader Keir Starmer promised “the biggest 
ever transfer of power from (the UK parliament in) 
Westminster to the British people”, arguing that many 
voters in 2016 opted to quit the European Union 
because of a sense of lack of democratic control. 

The party’s blueprint for reform, drafted by former 
prime minister Gordon Brown, envisions new devolu-
tion to the UK’s regions and countries including 
Scotland, where the nationalist government is pressing 
for a new referendum on independence. 

Brown, who led the successful 2014 campaign for 

his fellow Scots to stay in the United Kingdom, pro-
posed greater devolution, with the Edinburgh parlia-
ment included in international agreements that involve 
Scottish areas. 

Addressing an audience in Leeds, northern 
England, Starmer said a “failure of economic growth 
over the past 12 years” under Conservative rule was 
caused in part by the UK failing as a whole to power 
growth, relying too much on London and southeast 
England. 

The blueprint is not yet Labour policy. It now goes 
to a public consultation, with agreed changes set to be 
incorporated into the party’s next election manifesto. 
Starmer said he hoped to push through the eventual 
reforms within the first five years of a Labour govern-
ment, possibly including the redeployment of 50,000 
civil service jobs out of London. 

Tackling widespread public disgust with perceived 
malpractice in parliament, the proposals would clamp 
down on MPs holding second jobs and create a new 
anti-corruption commissioner. The 40-point plan’s 
centrepiece is to scrap the upper house of parliament 
in its current guise-which is a mixture of political 
appointees, hereditary peers and Church of England 
bishops. 

“I think the House of Lords is indefensible. 
Anybody who looks at the House of Lords would 

struggle to say that it should be kept,” Starmer told 
BBC television. “So we want to abolish the House of 
Lords and replace it with an elected chamber that has 
a really strong mission.” Brown proposed a new 
assembly comprising members drawn from the UK’s 
regions and countries-a “smaller, more representative 
and democratic” chamber, although details will be left 
to the consultation.  —AFP

LONDON: Photograph released by the UK Parliament shows 
Britain’s Opposition Labour Party Leader Keir Starmer speak-
ing at the Despatch box during Prime Minister’s Questions 
(PMQs) in the House of Commons in London. —AFP

More flee after  
eruption of  
Mount Semeru 

 
LUMAJANG, Indonesia: Rescuers evacuated 
more people Monday from nearby villages after 
the eruption of Indonesia’s Mount Semeru, with 
officials warning of danger from cooling lava 
despite less activity from the volcano. 

More than 2,400 villagers have now fled their 
homes and taken shelter in 11 evacuation centres 
after the highest mountain on the country’s main 
island of Java erupted early morning Sunday. 

“The military, police, local disaster and village 
officials keep evacuating people in Curah Kobokan 
where the hot ash cloud and cold lava might trav-
el,” Abdul Muhari, a spokesman for Indonesia’s 
disaster mitigation agency, told local television. 

“So far the total number of evacuees is 2,489.” 
Officials have announced a state of emergency for 
the next two weeks and authorities have been dis-

tributing free masks to protect against ash in the 
air while setting up public kitchens for evacuees. 

On Monday morning, dozens of evacuees in 
Lumajang district where Semeru is located ven-
tured back to their ash-covered homes to retrieve 
important belongings, before returning to shelters, 
according to an AFP journalist. 

Some shepherded livestock while others carried 
appliances such as TVs and refrigerators as the 
volcano spewed ash in the background. 

Muhari said visual observation of Semeru on 
Monday morning indicated less intense volcanic 
activity but he warned of potential danger from 
lava flows that had cooled after heavy rain. 

“What we worry about is economic activities 
such as sand mining. We want to make sure the 
route where the hot ash cloud and the cold lava 
might travel is completely free of activity,” he said. 

The government’s alert status indicating danger 
from the volcano was raised to its highest level 
Sunday. It had previously been at its second-high-
est level since a major eruption last December. 

Last year’s eruption killed 51 people and dam-
aged more than 5,000 homes while forcing nearly 
10,000 people to seek refuge. 

Many of the victims from that disaster were 
sand miners working high on the slopes of the 
volcano. 

Indonesia sits on the Pacific “Ring of Fire” 
where the meeting of continental plates causes 
substantial volcanic and seismic activity. The 
Southeast Asian archipelago nation has nearly 130 
active volcanoes. —AFP

LUMAJANG, Indonesia: Members of a search and rescue team 
check the situation at the Kajar Kuning village in Lumajang on 
December 5, 2022.  —AFP


