
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa: The top leaders of
South Africa’s ruling party went into talks on Monday
to discuss the fate of embattled President Cyril
Ramaphosa on the eve of a parliamentary vote that
could lead to his impeachment. Ramaphosa insisted at
the weekend that he would not resign after a special
panel reported on an alleged coverup of a cash rob-
bery at his farm, but his political future remains uncer-
tain.

On Monday morning the president arrived at the
venue where the African National Congress’ highest
body — the National Executive Committee (NEC) —
was meeting to discuss the crisis. He left shortly after-
wards, smiling and waving to the media.

ANC spokesman Pule Mabe said the president was
recused from the meeting, in line with standard practice
for a person under discussion. “We convened the meet-
ing because we want to seek the wisdom of the collec-
tive,” said Mabe. Forged by Nelson Mandela into the
weapon that led the fight against apartheid, the ANC
has been deeply divided by the affair, but after a pen-
dulum swing a majority now seems be backing the
president.

The country marked the ninth anniversary of
Mandela’s death on Monday. “In remembering him we
are going to make sure that the (NEC meeting) con-
cludes being united,” said Mabe. A small group of
demonstrators, some supporting the president, others
calling for him to go, gathered outside the meeting in
the Johannesburg area of Nasrec. “The right thing is to
tell Cyril Ramaphosa that he must step down,” said
ANC member Carl Niehaus, 63, a former spokesman to
Mandela and critic of his successor.

He wore an ANC T-shirt and holding a framed sign
reading “Ramaphosa must go”. But Ramaphosa sup-
porter Maropeng Serakwana, 40, warned against any

leap to judgement. Ramaphosa “must be treated fairly
like any other citizen in this country,” he said.

The bombshell report was submitted last week to
parliament, which will debate it on Tuesday — a step
that could lead to a vote on forcing Ramaphosa from
office.  For him to be forced out, two-thirds of the
assembly must vote in favour of the removal motion.
The ANC has 230 out of 400 seats.

‘Phala Phala’ 
The scandal has become known as the Phala Phala

affair, named after Ramaphosa’s farm in the northeast
of the country. It began in June, when South Africa’s
former spy boss filed a complaint with the police alleg-
ing that Ramaphosa had concealed the theft of a huge
haul of cash from the farm. He accused the president of
having organised for the robbers to be kidnapped and
bribed into silence.

Ramaphosa, in submissions to the three-person
investigative panel, denied any wrongdoing. He said the
cash — more than half a million dollars, stashed
beneath sofa cushions — was payment for buffaloes
bought by a Sudanese businessman. But his explana-
tions did not convince the panel, which raised questions
about the source of the cash and said he “may have
committed” serious violations and misconduct.

A police inquiry is ongoing, but he has not so far
been charged with any crime. The scandal comes at the
worst possible time for Ramaphosa. On December 16,
he will contest elections for the ANC presidency — a
position that also holds the key to staying on as the
nation’s president. A former mine union president who
made a fortune in business in post-apartheid era,
Ramaphosa came to office in 2018 riding on a graft-
free image after the corruption-tainted presidency of
Jacob Zuma.

‘Flawed’ report 
In his weekly newsletter on Monday, Ramaphosa did

not address the scandal directly, but flaunted the gov-
ernment’s anti-corruption work. “Now that we see that
progress is being made, we must do everything we can
to ensure that this work continues unhindered,” he
wrote. His spokesman, Vincent Magwenya, on Saturday
said Ramaphosa would not resign on the basis of a
“flawed” report and would contest the document in
court. Julius Malema, an ex-ANC youth leader and now
opposition Economic Freedom Fighters president

called for Ramaphosa to “be arrested — he committed
crime, he committed corruption.”

But the ANC’s overwhelming majority in the
National Assembly means that it is not even certain that
parliament will vote to launch the procedure of
removal. As well as Ramaphosa, some legal experts
have outlined flaws in the report. They argue that with-
out recourse to the ongoing criminal investigation, the
document is based largely on hearsay, Ramaphosa’s
statements and the initial complaint lodged by an
opponent of the president. — AFP
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JOHANNESBURG, South Africa: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa (R) leaves the NASREC Centre in Johannesburg, on
December 05, 2022 after a National Executive Committee (NEC) meeting of the Africa National Congress (ANC) to discuss the
fate of the President. — AFP

W African leaders 
agree to create 
regional force
ABUJA, Nigeria: West African leaders agreed on
Sunday to create a regional force to intervene against
jihadism and in the event of coups, a senior official
said. Leaders of the Economic Community of West
African States had decided to act to “take care of our
own security in the region”, Omar Alieu Touray, presi-
dent of the ECOWAS commission, told journalists at a
summit in Nigeria.

They are “determined to establish a regional force
that will intervene in the event of need, whether this is
in the area of security, terrorism and restore constitu-
tional order in member countries,” he added.

Mali, Guinea and Burkina Faso have all been hit by
military coups in the last two years. Several countries
in the region are also suffering from the spread of
jihadism, including Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger, and
southwards to the Gulf of Guinea.

National armies, largely powerless against the
jihadist forces operating across borders, have been
cooperating with external actors such as the UN,
France and Russia. But Touray said this decision would
“restructure our security architecture”.

The modalities of the planned regional force will be
considered by defence chiefs in the second half of

January, 2023, Touray said. The funding of the force
must also be decided, but the ECOWAS official
stressed that such an operation could not be solely
dependent on voluntary contributions.

Pressure on Mali 
Addressing another regional problem, the West

African leaders told Mali’s ruling junta to release 46
Ivorian troops it has held since July. “We ask the
Malian authorities to release the Ivorian soldiers by
January 1, 2023 at the latest,” said Touray, at the
Abuja summit. The Gambian diplomat said the West
African bloc reserved the right to act if the soldiers
were not released by January 1. If Mali fails to do so,
ECOWAS will impose sanctions, a West African
diplomat told AFP.

Togolese President Faure Gnassingbe, who has
been mediating between Mali and Ivory Coast on the
issue, will travel to Mali to “demand” the release of the
soldiers, the diplomat added. The Ivorian troops were
arrested on July 10 on their arrival at the airport in
Mali’s capital Bamako.

Ivory Coast says the troops were sent to provide
backup for the UN peacekeeping mission in Mali,
MINUSMA, and are being unfairly detained. Mali says
the troops are mercenaries and has placed them in
custody on charges of attempting to harm state secu-
rity. ECOWAS had decided at an extraordinary summit
in September to send a high-level delegation to Mali
to try to resolve the crisis. But no progress was
reported from this mission. —AFP

ABUJA, Nigeria: Chinese Ambassador to Nigeria, Cui Jianchun (L), Nigeria President Muhammadu Buhari (2nd L), Guinea Bissau
and outgoing ECOWAS President, Umaro Sissoco Embalo (2nd R); and Sierra Leone President Julius Maada Bio (R), pose at the
construction site of the headquartes of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) during the ground-breaking
ceremony at the 62nd Ordinary Session of ECOWAS Authority of Heads of State and Government in Abuja. — AFP

Kabul arrests ‘IS 
member’ for Pakistan 
embassy attack
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: A foreign member of the
Islamic State (IS) group has been arrested in connec-
tion with an attack last week on Pakistan’s embassy in
the Afghan capital, the Taleban’s chief spokesman said
Monday.

A security guard was wounded by shots fired at the
embassy in Friday’s attack, which Islamabad described
as an assassination attempt against the head of the
mission. No country officially recognises Afghanistan’s
Taleban government, but Pakistan kept its embassy
open even as the hardline Islamists took over in August
last year, and maintains a full diplomatic mission.

Afghan government spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid said Monday that special forces had arrest-
ed the person responsible for the embassy attack.
“This person is a citizen of a foreign country and a
member of IS,” he said.

“The investigation revealed that this attack was
jointly organised by IS and rebels. Some foreign mali-
cious circles are behind the attack and the aim was to
create distrust between the two brotherly countries.”
Mujahid declined to say what nationality the suspect
was, or if it was the same person other officials report-
ed had been arrested hours after the incident. Pakistan
has complicated relations with the Taleban, with
Islamabad long accused of supporting the Islamists
even while backing the US-led invasion of Afghanistan
that toppled them following the 9/11 attacks.

Pakistan is home to more than a million Afghan
refugees, and the porous border they share is fre-
quently the scene of clashes. The Taleban have banned
public protests, but Afghans have staged small demon-
strations against Pakistan following such incidents.

Pakistan’s foreign ministry said Monday that the
ambassador, Ubaid ur Rehman Nizamani, was now in
Islamabad “for consultations”, but said there were no
plans to close the embassy or withdraw staff. The
Taleban are at pains to portray Afghanistan as safe for
diplomats, but two Russian embassy staff members
were killed in a suicide bombing outside the mission in
September in another attack claimed by IS.

Last month a gunman shot dead a Pakistan security
guard at the Chaman border crossing, leading to its
closure for a week. Pakistan’s separate home-grown
Taleban — whose leaders and fighters have long oper-
ated from Afghanistan — last week said they were
ending a shaky ceasefire with Islamabad.

Since returning to power the Afghan Taleban have
insisted they would not allow foreign militant groups
to operate from home soil. — AFP

North Korea fires 
artillery barrage 
into buffer zone
SEOUL: North Korea fired a barrage of artillery shells
into a maritime buffer zone on Monday, Seoul’s military
said, the latest in a series of launches by an increasingly
belligerent Pyongyang. About 130 artillery rounds were
simultaneously fired at 2:59 pm (0559 GMT) from two
separate sites, one on North Korea’s east coast and one
on the west coast, the South’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said
in a statement. Seoul’s military said the barrage was a
“clear violation” of the 2018 agreement between the
North and South that established the buffer zone in a
bid to reduce tensions. It said none of the shells crossed
the Northern Limit Line, the de facto maritime border
between the two countries.

The military said it had issued “several warnings”
over the barrage, without giving any further details.
“Our military is strengthening its readiness posture in
preparation for emergencies while tracking and moni-
toring related developments under close cooperation
between South Korea and the United States,” it added.

North Korea, however, claimed the barrage was a “tit
for tat warning” against what it described as multiple
artillery firings by the South. A spokesperson for the
General Staff of the North Korean People’s Army said in
a statement that “dozens of projectiles supposed to be
the shells of multiple rocket launchers” had been fired
by the South on Monday.

North Korea’s army “will always take account of all
provocative actions of the enemy and respond with res-
olute and overwhelming military action,” added a state-
ment carried by the official Korean Central News
Agency. Seoul’s military did not mention any exercises,
but local reports said the South Korean and US mili-
taries were conducting firing drills in the area. 

Buffer zones 
At a summit in Pyongyang in 2018, former South

Korean president Moon Jae-in and the North’s Kim
Jong Un agreed to establish buffer zones along land and
sea boundaries in a bid to reduce tensions. But since
talks collapsed in 2019, Kim has doubled down on his
banned weapons programmes, and experts say he may
now be testing South Korea by violating the buffer zone
agreement. Pyongyang has fired artillery into the buffer
zone repeatedly in recent months. It has also conducted
a record-breaking blitz of missile launches in recent
weeks, including its newest intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) last month, the most powerful such test
by the nuclear-armed country yet.

Pyongyang, which is banned from testing ballistic
missiles by repeated UN Security Council resolutions,
has claimed its weapons tests are a legitimate response
to Washington’s moves to boost the protection it offers
to allies Seoul and Tokyo. Officials and analysts in Seoul
and Washington say the launches may build up to a sev-
enth nuclear test. — AFP

Sudan’s military, 
civilian factions 
seek to end crisis
KHARTOUM, Sudan: Sudan’s military and civilian
leaders signed Monday an initial deal aimed at ending
a deep crisis that has gripped the northeast African
country since a coup a year ago. Army chief Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan seized power in October 2021, derail-
ing a rocky transition to civilian rule that began after
the 2019 ouster of veteran autocrat Omar al-Bashir.

The past year has seen near-weekly protests and a
crackdown that pro-democracy medics say has killed
at least 121, a spiralling economic crisis and a rise in
ethnic violence in several remote regions. Divisions
among civilian groups have deepened since the coup,
with some urging a deal with the military while others
insist on “no partnership, no negotiation”.

Monday’s deal was signed by Burhan, paramilitary
commander Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo and multiple
civilian groups, most notably the Forces for Freedom

and Change — the main civilian faction that was oust-
ed in the coup. “The ceremony today is a culmination
of the sustained efforts of Sudanese stakeholders over
the past year to find a solution to the political crisis
and restore constitutional order,” said UN special rep-
resentative Volker Perthes. Other signatories included
the Islamist Popular Congress Party, a faction of the
Democratic Unionist Party, and some ex-rebel groups
who signed a 2020 peace deal. During the ceremony,
Dagalo reiterated the military’s purported commitment
to exit the political scene, saying “it is essential to
build a sustainable democratic regime.”

Thorny issues ahead 
The deal — based on a proposal by the Sudanese

Bar Association — was negotiated in the presence of
officials from the United Nations, Western diplomats
as well as Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates,
according to the FFC.

On Friday, the FFC said the “framework agreement
lays the groundwork for establishing a transitional
civilian authority.” A final deal tackling issues including
transitional justice and reforms to the military should
be completed “within weeks,” it said.

Perthes urged Sudanese factions to “immediately”

start the second phase to resolve the outstanding
issues and reach a comprehensive deal. However, that
part is far thornier, with observers questioning
whether the military would be willing to give up eco-
nomic interests and wider powers that it views as its
privileged domain.

Phase one of the deal “is a very low level commit-
ment on Burhan’s part... allowing him to survive” politi-
cally, said Kholood Khair founder of the Confluence
Advisory, a Khartoum-based think-tank.

But the signatories will likely face “a real political
crisis as they start talking in earnest about security
sector reforms, transitional justice (and) financial
accountability,” she added. Monday’s signing comes
months after Burhan pledged that the military would
step aside and make way for factions to agree on a
civilian government. Pro-democracy activists reject
the latest effort and are calling for new street protests
demanding the military return to barracks. Some of the
former rebels who signed peace deals with Sudan in
2020 also voiced their opposition to the deal.
Mohamed Zakaraia, spokesman for former rebel group
the Justice and Equality Movement, told AFP that it
“will bring about dire consequences and further com-
plicate the political scene”. — AFP

Undated picture shows North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un
(2nd R) and his daughter (R) greeting scientists and engi-
neers from a defence science research institute, and work-
ers at a munitions factory. — AFP


