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Hollywood’s finest joined politicos
including President Joe Biden for a
rare night of Washington glitz

Sunday, celebrating the newest Kennedy
Center honorees, including George
Clooney and U2. Soul legend Gladys
Knight, along with Cuban-born American
composer Tania Leon and contemporary
Christian pop artist Amy Grant rounded
out the 45th annual class receiving the
highest US arts honor, after the elite
group of stars enjoyed a special weekend
in the American capital honoring their
illustrious careers.

During the glamorous main event at
the Kennedy Center-Washington’s per-
forming arts complex that serves as a liv-
ing monument to slain president John F.
Kennedy-the inductees were honored with
seats in the opera house’s presidential
box. They joined the president and first
lady as well as the vice president and sec-
ond gentleman, along with other politi-
cians including Nancy Pelosi and her hus-
band, who was making a public appear-
ance weeks after he was violently
attacked and hospitalized when an intrud-
er looking for the congresswoman broke
into their California home.

Clooney-accompanied by his human
rights lawyer wife Amal Clooney, who
stunned in a glittering silver gown-told

journalists on the red carpet that the
event, which he had grown up watching
on television in small-town Kentucky, was
“exciting.”

Speaking at the traditional State
Department dinner one night prior,
Clooney, 61, joked that during his exten-
sive travel, both as an artist and as a
humanitarian, he was told one universal
truth: “You sucked at Batman.” The self-
deprecating celebrity has an impressive
list of films to his name, as an actor and
as director and producer-”Michael
Clayton,” “Syriana” and “Ocean’s Eleven”

among them.
“You must be someone pretty special

in the arts, Mr. Clooney,” joked Sesame
Street children’s TV icon Big Bird, a fellow
Kennedy Center inductee. Julia Roberts
donned a ballroom gown adorned with
images of Clooney, her longtime friend
and frequent collaborator, whom she
called “the best combination of a gentle-
man and playmate.” “Not only is he hand-
some, and talented in all mediums he
chooses to tackle, he is profoundly pres-
ent and attentive to the world around him,”
Roberts said of the actor. Roberts, along
with Matt Damon, Richard Kind and Don
Cheadle both razzed and praised Clooney
before the beloved actor’s father Nick
delivered a touching speech of his own.

Trump jabs 
Eddie Vedder of rock band Pearl Jam

led a rollicking tribute to U2’s vast song-
book, singing the hit “Elevation” in his sig-
nature power warble, later bringing down
the house with the ballad “One.” And
Ukrainian singer Jamala joined Brandi
Carlile and Hozier for a rendition of the U2
track “Walk On,” in support of Ukraine’s
ongoing fight against Russia.

Actor Sean Penn also praised band-
members Bono, the Edge, Adam Clayton
and Larry Mullen Jr, calling them “great
musical poets for the ages” who manage
to stay “consistently relevant” despite
nearly half-a-century in the industry. And
Sacha Baron Cohen-in character as his
darkly humorous Borat-delivered a
comedic tribute to the band that drew
laughs, raised eyebrows and had actor
Roberts cracking up as he twistedly
speared Kanye West’s recent outbursts of
anti-Semitism and pretended to mistake
Biden to ex-president Donald Trump.
“Your pretty orange skin has become
pale,” he said to Biden, as First Lady Jill
burst into laughter.

Powerful women 
Empress of Soul Knight earned heart-

felt accolades including from LL Cool J,
who praised her as foundational across
genres including gospel, country, rock and
hip hop. “I once heard Gladys sing the
ABCs and I thought I was in church-true
story,” the rapper told the audience.
Singers Ariana DeBose, Mickey Guyton
and Garth Brooks delivered heart-pound-
ing versions of some of her most beloved
songs, including the standard “Midnight
Train to Georgia.”

Pulitzer Prize- and Grammy-award
winning Leon, 79, has already won
numerous recognitions for her pioneering,
sweeping compositions and chamber
works that followed her immigration to the
United States from Cuba as a refugee at
age 24. The moving program honoring
her life’s work brought the artist-herself a
regular performer at the Kennedy Center-
to tears. Speaking prior to the show on
the red carpet, Leon told AFP she was
pleased the Kennedy Center was recog-
nizing types of classical music outside the
Western-oriented understanding of the
genre.

“There’s many, many classical pieces
in the world, of different nations or difficult

cultural backgrounds,” she said. She
voiced delight at having visited the White
House, describing to journalists an
endearing anecdote of the president

showing her the woodwork on his enor-
mous desk. And stars including Sheryl
Crow and the country supergroup the
Highwomen-comprised of Carlile, Natalie
Hemby, Maren Morris and Amanda
Shires-turned out to honor Grant. The 62-
year-old Grammy winner is the first con-
temporary Christian star the Kennedy
Center has ever inducted, and said “never
in my wildest dreams” did she envision
receiving the honor. — AFP

German archive
acquires trove of
works by poet Rilke

Ahuge collection of letters and manu-
scripts by modernist poet Rainer
Maria Rilke has been handed over to

the public German Literature Archive (DLA),
the archive said Thursday. Known as the so-
called Gernsbach collection, the biggest
existing archive of Rilke’s works and letters
had been in private hands for almost 100
years, representatives from the DLA told
journalists in Berlin. Sandra Richter, director
of the archive located in Marbach, near
Stuttgart, described the deal as the “acquisi-
tion of the century”. “We now want to make
Rilke’s estate speak,” she said, announcing
a major exhibition in 2025 to mark the 150th
anniversary of the poet’s birth.

The collection was acquired for an undis-
closed sum with funds from the federal gov-
ernment, the state of Baden-Wuerttemberg
and various private foundations. As well as
more than 10,000 handwritten pages with
drafts of works and notes, it includes around
8,800 letters to and from Rilke. These
include correspondence from his longtime
lover, the Russian-born psychoanalyst Lou
Andreas-Salome, and the French poet Paul
Valery, a friend of his.

There are also more than 470 books
annotated by Rilke, 131 drawings and more
than 300 photographs from all phases of his
life, according to the DLA. Rilke, who lived
from 1875 to 1926, is considered one of the
most important German-language writers of
the modern era, along with Franz Kafka and
Thomas Mann.

He lived in various European countries
and maintained an extensive correspon-
dence with the intellectuals of his time.
Experts consider the Gernsbach collection
to be one of the most important surviving
legacies of a German-language poet.—AFP

Muppet character Big Bird and CBS anchor Major Garrett. Honoree US actor George Clooney and his wife Lebanese-
British barrister Amal Clooney.

English actor Sacha Baron Cohen and Australian actress
Isla Fisher.

Suspect charged with
murder in shooting 
of rapper Takeoff

Houston police said they arrested
and charged with murder a man
suspected in the killing of rapper

Takeoff, a member of the influential hip
hop group Migos, who was fatally shot
last month. Speaking at a press confer-
ence, Houston Police Chief Troy
Finner said Patrick Xavier Clark, 33,
was arrested on Thursday evening in
connection with the death of Takeoff,
who was one of three people shot
November 1 at a bowling alley in
Houston. One day previously Cameron
Joshua, 22, was charged with unlawful
carrying of a weapon.

Houston Police Sgt. Michael Burrow
said that the shooting at a private party
followed an argument over a “lucrative
dice game,” but that Takeoff was unin-
volved and “an innocent bystander.”
He also said the investigation
remained ongoing. “Gun violence
everywhere, not just in the city of
Houston, has to stop,” said the city’s
mayor, Sylvester Turner, on Friday,
calling the shooting a case of a “young
man taking the life of another young
man for no reason.” “Pulling a firearm
can have deadly consequences that
you cannot undo.”

Born in Lawrenceville, Georgia on
June 18, 1994, Takeoff was best
known for his membership in Migos
along with Quavo, his uncle, and
Offset, his cousin who is married to fel-
low rapper Cardi B. The Atlanta-based
Migos soared to prominence off their
viral 2013 song “Versace,” which
Drake remixed.

The trio later recorded “Walk It Talk
It” with the Canadian superstar rapper.
It was 2016’s hit “Bad and Boujee” that
first saw them hit number one, a song
emblematic of their signature flow, a
unique cadence of staccato lyrical
bursts in triplet rhythm. The smash has
been streamed 1.5 billion times in the
United States alone. In the weeks fol-
lowing the shooting Quavo penned an
emotional tribute to Takeoff, praising
his relative’s “REAL passion for
music.”  “He created his triplet flow
and the rest was HISTORY,” Quavo
wrote. “He never worried about titles,
credit, or what man got the most
shine, that wasn’t him. —AFP

Rapper Takeoff

Honoree Irish musician The Edge. 

Kennedy Center honoree Bono of Irish band
U2.

US President Joe Biden and US First Lady Jill Biden arrive for the 45th Kennedy Center Honors
at the John F Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC. — AFP photos

(From left) Honorees U2 bandmembers Irish musicians Larry Mullen Jr, Adam Clayton, The
Edge and Bono, US actor George Clooney and US singer Gladys Knight attend the 45th
Kennedy Center Honors.


