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Davis dazzles in Lakers’ 130-119  
victory over Washington Wizards

Celtics trounce Nets; Suns rout Spurs
LOS ANGELES: Anthony Davis dazzled in the 
Los Angeles Lakers’ 130-119 NBA victory over 
the Washington Wizards on Sunday, scoring 55 
points with 17 rebounds in his 10th straight game 
of at least 20 points. Davis added three blocked 
shots as he followed up a 44-point performance 
in the team’s triumph over the Milwaukee Bucks 
on Friday.  

He said after that game he believed the team 
was turning a corner after a rocky start to the 
season. With injury troubles behind him, Davis 
said, he’s finding his rhythm. “I’ve been feeling 
really good, confident in all my shots, playing 
with a great pace,” said Davis, who connected on 
a blistering 22 of his 30 attempts from the floor. 

That included two of three from three-point 
range, and he made all nine of his free throw 
attempts in a devastatingly efficient performance. 
He’s the first Laker since Kobe Bryant in 2013 to 
record back-to-back 40-point games. “Guys are 
doing a great job of finding me,” Davis said. “It’s 
a team effort... all these guys are putting me in 
position to be successful. I think our entire team 
mindset is just coming out with effort on both 
ends of the floor.” 

Superstar LeBron James scored 29 points, 
Lonnie Walker IV added 20 and Westbrook 
added six points with 15 assists as the Lakers 
won their third straight and eighth in their last 
10 games. It wasn’t all smooth sailing, however, 
as  the Lakers saw a 29-point  lead midway 
through the third quarter dwindle to nine points 
with six minutes to play. “They were playing 
desperate basketball,” James said. “They were 
just jacking it and getting up and down the 
floor, it caught us on our heels a little bit. But 

we played a great game.” 
The Boston Celtics, whose scorching start to 

the season is a stark contrast to the Lakers’, 
rebounded from an overtime loss to the Miami 
Heat with a 103-92 home win over the Brooklyn 
Nets. Jaylen Brown scored 34 points and Jayson 
Tatum added 29. Malcolm Brogdon scored 13 off 
the bench as the Celtics reserves outscored 
Brooklyn’s bench 24-15. Kevin Durant led the 
Knicks with 31 points, seven rebounds, f ive 
assists, two steals and two blocked shots. Kyrie 
Irving added 18 but Brooklyn’s four-game win-
ning streak was halted. 

In New Orleans, Pelicans guard Jose Alvarado 
dril led eight three-pointers on the way to a 
career-high 38 points in the hosts’ 121-106 victo-
ry over the Denver Nuggets. The 24-year-old 
from Puerto Rico notched the most points by any 
player coming off the bench this season. Pels star 
Zion Williamson added 25 points as New Orleans 
withstood 32 points, 16 rebounds and eight 
assists from Denver’s two-time defending MVP 
Nikola Jokic. Frustrated Nuggets coach Michael 
Malone was ejected with 2:03 remaining after 
jawing with an official. 

 
Suns rout Spurs  

The victory put the Pelicans in second place in 
the Western Conference, one game behind the 
Phoenix Suns, who had little trouble in a 133-95 
victory over the Spurs in San Antonio. Deandre 
Ayton scored 25 points  and grabbed 10 
rebounds and Devin Booker and Mikal Bridges 
scored 20 points apiece as the Suns notched 
their seventh win in eight games. 

The Spurs dropped their 11th straight. The 

Portland Trail Blazers welcomed Damian Lillard 
back from a seven-game injury absence with a 
116-100 victory over the Indiana Pacers. In 
Detroit, Memphis star Ja Morant enjoyed another 
big game, scoring 33 points in the Grizzlies’ 
wire-to-wire 122-112 victory over the Pistons. In 

Sacramento, the Kings withstood a 41-point per-
formance from Chicago’s Zach LaVine in a 110-
101 victory over the Bulls. Malik Monk led the 
Kings with 20 points off the bench with seven 
Kings players-including all five starters-scoring 
in double figures. —AFP

 

Browns down  
Texans, Eagles 
as Bengals win 

 
LOS ANGELES: Deshaun Watson was less 
than impressive in his return from an NFL sus-
pension Sunday, but Cleveland’s defensive 
dominance saw him win his Browns debut 27-
14 over the Houston Texans. With playoff races 
heating up around the league, there was little 
riding on the contest in Houston. But the first 
game in almost two years for quarterback 
Watson - who was suspended for 11 games 
after more than two dozen women accused him 
of sexual assault and inappropriate conduct 
during massage sessions - put the game in the 
spotlight.  

Watson had already missed all of the 2021 
season for the Texans before the Browns con-
troversially acquired him. On Sunday he was 
booed by Houston fans on every snap and 
clearly showed the effects of his time off. “I’ll 
just say I felt every one of those 700 days,” said 
Watson after the Browns offense generated just 
six points - on field goals from Cade York. 

Donovan Peoples-Jones took a punt return 
76 yards for a Cleveland touchdown, corner-
back Denzel Ward had a four-yard fumble 
return for a touchdown, and linebacker Tony 
Fields returned an interception 16 yards for a 
TD to make up for the Browns’ lack of offen-
sive production. Elsewhere, Philadelphia inched 
closer to a playoff berth with a 35-10 victory 
over the Tennessee Titans that took their 
league-best record to 11-1. 

The Cincinnati Bengals again got the better 
of Kansas City, beating the Chiefs 27-24, and 
the San Francisco 49ers shook off the early 
injury departure of quarterback Jimmy 
Garoppolo to beat the Miami Dolphins 33-17. 
With Garoppolo sidelined early, the 49ers 
defense came through, containing the  poten-
tially explosive Dolphins offense. Miami 
opened the game with a 75-yard touchdown by 
Trent Sherfield on their first play from scrim-
mage, but struggled to move the ball from 
there. San Francisco didn’t allow a third-down 
conversion in the game, the Dolphins mustering 
just 14 first downs. 

Rookie Brock Purdy came in for Garoppolo 
and threw two touchdown passes as the Niners 
snapped Miami’s five-game winning streak. But 
49ers coach Kyle Shanahan said there were 
“mixed emotions” after the game as the team 
learned Garoppolo had broken his left foot and 
would require season-ending surgery. Eagles 
quarterback Jalen Hurts threw for three touch-
downs and ran for another, exiting the field to 
chants of “M-V-P!” Philadelphia wide receiver 
AJ Brown torched his former team with a 
game-high eight catches for 119 yards and two 
touchdowns. —AFP 

First edition of AlGhanim 
Show Jumping Competition  

 
KUWAIT: The first edition of the Al-Ghanem 
showjumping competition that was held at Kuwait 
Riding Club was highly competitive between riders 
from all local clubs, and had record attendance of 
spectators as well as riders, who reached 70 of both 
genders in some rounds, particularly in the interme-
diate category, which is promising for the equestri-
an sport. Competitions in greater heights also wit-
nessed good participation by riders, an indication 
the sport is getting more popular in Kuwait despite 
the extremely high costs borne by riders and their 
families in bringing in horses and having long sum-
mer camps. 

Competition director and member of the higher 
organizing committee, rider Jassem Al-Khalfan, said 
major support from competition patron Jassem 
Abdulaziz Al-Ghanem and competition idea presen-
ter, rider Badriya Jassem Al-Ghanem, in addition to 
the attendance of several VIPs including Badriya 
Yousuf Al-Ghanem, Khawla Yousuf Al-Ghanem, 
Sheikh Dr Ibrahim Al-Duaij and Talal Abdelaziz Al-
Ghanem, supported the riders.

Kuwaiti shooter  
Al-Rashidi grabs  
bronze medal 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: The delegation that participated in the 
ISSF PRESIDENT’S CUP in Cairo returned home 
on Sunday with shooter Talal Al-Rashidi securing 
the bronze medal - ranking third in the world. 
President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting Federation 
Engr Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi told journalists at the 
airport “we are pleased to receive shooter Al-
Rashidi who won the third place among the best 12 
shooters of the world in the Trap Event.” Al-Otaibi 
on behalf of the shooting community congratulated 
HH the Amir, HH the Crown Prince and HH the 
Prime Minister for this win. He also thanked all 
those who support the sport. He said invitations 
were already made for world champions to partici-
pate in HH the Amir Shooting Grand Prix tourna-
ment - to be held in February.

WASHINGTON: Kyle Kuzma #33 of the Washington Wizards and LeBron James #6 of the Los Angeles Lakers battle for the 
ball in the fourth quarter of the game at Capital One Arena on December 04, 2022. —AFP

Saudi ‘sole bidder’  
to host 2027 Asian  
Cup after India exit 

 
KUALA LUMPUR: Saudi Arabia on Monday 
became the sole bidder to host the 2027 Asian 

Cup after India withdrew its bid. The Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC) said in a statement 
that the All India Football Federation had pulled 
out from the selection. The statement did not 
provide any reasons for India’s decision. 

In October the AFC’s executive committee 
shortlisted India and Saudi Arabia as potential 
hosts. “The Asian Football Confederation has 
been officially notified by the All India Football 

Federation (AIFF) of their decision to withdraw 
their bid from the AFC Asian Cup 2027 host 
selection process,” the regional body said 
Monday without elaborating. Three-time champi-
ons Saudi Arabia will now probably host their 
first AFC Asian Cup. The AFC Congress will for-
mally decide the host in the Bahrain capital of 
Manama in February next year. 

Saudi Arabia caused one of the biggest shocks 

in the ongoing World Cup in Qatar when they 
beat Argentina 2-1 in their opening match. But 
the team were not able to advance past the first 
round. The 2023 Asian Cup will also be hosted by 
Qatar. It was previously set to be held in China 
but the country withdrew because of COVID. 
The Asian Cup is staged every four years. Qatar 
won the tournament’s last edition, in 2019, which 
was hosted by the United Arab Emirates. —AFP


