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News in brief

Atlas Lions charge into quarters
Morocco dump Spain out on penalties to make World Cup history 

DOHA: Achraf Hakimi struck the decisive penalty to 
send Spain crashing out and Morocco into the World 
Cup quarterfinals for the first time, winning 3-0 in a 
shootout on Tuesday after a 0-0 draw. Spain coach 
Luis Enrique had claimed his players prepared by tak-
ing 1,000 penalties as homework but Pablo Sarabia, 
Carlos Soler and Sergio Busquets all missed from the 
spot and Madrid-born Hakimi dinked his home to the 
delight of Morocco’s raucous support. 

Walid Regragui’s side will face Portugal or 
Switzerland in what is uncharted territory for them, 
with their previous best a last-16 exit in 1986. Spain 
had been hoping they could repeat their 2010 World 
Cup triumph after reaching the semifinals of Euro 
2020, where they were also beaten on penalties by 
Italy. The teams were closely matched through a nail-
biting clash, with Spain having more of the ball but 
Morocco creating the better openings, few though 
they were. — AFP (See Page 16) 

DOHA: Morocco’s players celebrate with a Palestinian flag at the end of the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 16 football match against Spain at the Education City Stadium in 
Al-Rayyan on Dec 6, 2022.  — AFP 

KD 50 salary hike limit axed 
 
KUWAIT: Acting general manager of the 
Public Authority of Manpower Mubarak Al-
Azmi has removed a stipulation on work per-
mits limiting an increase of monthly salaries by 
only KD 50 annually. “Based on public interest, 
the restriction on increasing wages has been 
removed,” Azmi’s decision said. “At the moment 
there is no maximum limit on salary increases,” 
a source at the PAM told Kuwait Times.

No fees can be added to bill 
 
KUWAIT: Official sources said the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry and Central Bank 
of Kuwait instructed all e-payments firms and 
their agents to stop charging commissions or 
additional fees from customers on top of the 
product’s price if payments are done electron-
ically. Some e-payment companies said they 
have stopped splitting commissions between 
sellers and consumers, and the dealer will not 
be able to add any fee to the bill from Tuesday.

Home delivery of KU certificates 
 
KUWAIT: The head of admissions at Kuwait 
University Dr Abdullah Al-Hajery announced 
the admissions department launched a home 
delivery service for certificates. A meeting 
attended by a number of department officials 
and delivery company representatives con-
cluded with the approval of the service, which 
will include certificates, grade lists and ‘to 
whom it may concern’ certificates, delivered 
after a maximum of three days from request. A 
hotline 90071210 was set up to facilitate the 
delivery process.  

KUWAIT: GCC citizens and residents will be 
allowed to enter Qatar without the need to register 
for the Hayya card, the Qatari interior ministry said 

on Tuesday. The ministry, in a statement carried by 
the Qatar News Agency (QNA), said Gulf citizens 
and residents coming to Qatar from all border 
points will be allowed into the country without reg-
istering for digital Hayya cards. However, the card, 
along with the ticket, is required to attend World 
Cup matches, affirmed the ministry. 

Those arriving in Qatar via land and are eager to 
use public buses to reach their destinations are wel-
come to do so, indicated the ministry, noting that 
parking for vehicles at border points will be provid-

ed without fees. It added that GCC citizens and res-
idents eager to enter the country using their private 
vehicles will be allowed from December 8; however, 
they must register on the interior ministry’s website 
12 hours prior to their arrival, without the need to 
pay fees.  

The statement affirmed that these measures were 
taken to allow people in the region to enjoy the fes-
tivities related to the World Cup and fan areas, reit-
erating that those wanting to attend matches must 
have the Hayya card. — KUNA  

Citizens, residents of 
GCC can enter Qatar 
without Hayya card

KUWAIT: Motorists drive amid heavy rain and low visibility on Dec 6, 
2022. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s drainage system 
can cope with water accumulations 
resulting from the ongoing rainfall in 
the country, the public works min-
istry said on Tuesday. Ahmad Al-
Saleh, the official spokesperson of 
the ministry of public works and the 
roads authority, told KUNA that rain 
has been continuously falling since 
early Tuesday. Emergency teams of 
the ministry and the authority are 

handling some water puddles in 
inner districts and on the highways, 
he said, reaffirming that the drainage 
networks can absorb the water 
accumulations despite the ongoing 
downpour. 

The teams will remain on alert 
with forecast of high tides that may 
disrupt water flow into the sea, Saleh 
said. The ministry, the civil defense 
and other relevant authorities are 
coordinating for prompt response to 
any situation via social media, the 
hotl ine 150 and the ministry’s 
WhatsApp account. Saleh said emer-
gency teams have been stationed in 
all regions to monitor any hazardous 
water accumulations and call for 
assistance if needed. — KUNA 

Kuwait can deal 
with rainwater 
deluge: Official

THE HAGUE: TV network Al Jazeera submitted the 
case of slain journalist Shireen Abu Akleh to the 
International Criminal Court on Tuesday, saying she was 
killed by Zionist forces. The Qatar-based channel said it 
had “unearthed new evidence” on the death of the 
Palestinian-American, shot while covering a Zionist 
army raid in Jenin in the occupied West Bank on May 11. 

Any person or group can file a complaint to the 
ICC prosecutor for investigation, but the Hague-

based court is under no obligation to take on such 
cases. Al Jazeera said its submission highlighted “new 
witness evidence and video footage (that) clearly 
show that Shireen and her colleagues were directly 
fired at by the (Zionist) Occupation Forces”. “The 
claim by the (Zionist) authorities that Shireen was 
killed by mistake in an exchange of fire is completely 
unfounded,” the channel said. 

An AFP journalist saw a lawyer representing Al 
Jazeera’s case entering the ICC’s headquarters to 
hand over their submission. The ICC last year 
launched a probe into war crimes in the Palestinian 
territories, but Israel is not an ICC member and dis-
putes the court’s jurisdiction. The Zionist army con-
ceded on September 5 that one of its soldiers had 
likely shot Abu Akleh after mistaking her for a militant. 

The Zionist entity said it would not cooperate with 
any external probe into Abu Akleh’s death. “No one 

will investigate IDF (Zionist military) soldiers and no 
one will preach to us about morals in warfare, certain-
ly not Al Jazeera,” Zionist Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
said in a statement.  
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DOHA: Former National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem (center) and his brothers hold a Kuwaiti flag at 
the match.


