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UN chief warned that the planet was on a ‘highway to climate hell’

Climate, nuke crises spark fears of worst

WASHINGTON: For thousands of years, predic-
tions of apocalypse have borne little fruit. But with
dangers rising from nuclear war and climate change,
does the planet need to at least begin contemplating
the worst? When the world rang in 2022, few would
have expected the year to feature the US president
speaking of the risk of doomsday, following Russia’s
threats to go nuclear in its invasion of Ukraine.

“We have not faced the prospect of Armageddon
since Kennedy and the Cuban missile crisis” in 1962,
Joe Biden said in October. And on the year that
humanity welcomed its eighth billion member, UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned that
the planet was on a “highway to climate hell.”

In extremes widely attributed to climate change,
floods submerged one-third of Pakistan, China
sweat under an unprecedented 70-day heatwave
and crops failed in the Horn of Africa, all while the
world lagged behind on the UN-blessed goal of
checking warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7
degrees Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels.

Biggest risk yet of nuclear war? 
The Global Challenges Foundation, a Swedish

group that assesses catastrophic risks, warned in an
annual report that the threat of nuclear weapons

use was the greatest since 1945 when the United
States destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki in histo-
ry’s only atomic attacks.

The report warned that an all-out exchange of
nuclear weapons, besides causing an enormous loss
of life, would trigger clouds of dust that would
obscure the sun, reducing the capacity to grow
food and ushering in “a period of chaos and vio-
lence, during which most of the surviving world
population would die from hunger.”

Kennette Benedict, a lecturer at the University of
Chicago who led the report’s nuclear section, said
risks were even greater than during the Cuban
Missile Crisis as Russian President Vladimir Putin
appeared less restrained by advisors.

While any Russian nuclear strike would likely
involve small “tactical” weapons, experts fear a
quick escalation if the United States responds.
“Then we’re in a completely different ballgame,”
said Benedict, a senior advisor to the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists, which in January will unveil its
latest assessment of the “doomsday clock” set since
2021 at 100 seconds to midnight. Amid the focus on
Ukraine, US intelligence believes North Korea is
ready for a seventh nuclear test, diplomacy has
been at a standstill on Iran’s contested nuclear work

and tensions between India and Pakistan have
remained at a low boil.

But Benedict also faulted the Biden administra-
tion’s nuclear posture review which reserved the
right for the United States to use nuclear weapons
in “extreme circumstances.” “I think there’s been a
kind of steady erosion of the ability to manage
nuclear weapons,” she said.

Charting worst-case climate risks 
UN experts estimated ahead of November talks

in Egypt that the world was on track to warming of
2.1 to 2.9 C-but some outside analysts put the figure
well higher, with greenhouse gas emissions in 2021
again hitting a record despite pushes to renewable
energy.

Luke Kemp, a Cambridge University expert on
existential risks, said the possibility of higher warm-
ing was getting insufficient attention, which he
blamed on the consensus culture of the UN’s
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and
scientists’ fears of being branded alarmist.

“There has been a strong incentive to err on the
side of least drama,” he said. “What we really need
are more complex assessments of how risks would
cascade around the world.” — AFP

VAASA, Finland: Smoke comes out of a factory on Dec 6, 2022. — AFP 

Colombia 
landslide 
kills 34
BOGOTA: Heavy rains in northwest
Colombia sent a wall of earth crashing onto a
winding road, swallowing up a bus and other
vehicles and killing 34 people, emergency
services said Monday. The landslide Sunday
evening prompted a large rescue effort, with
dozens of people in hard hats using backhoes
and excavators to dig through the earth look-
ing for victims.

The National Unit for Disaster Risk
Management said the fatalities included eight
minors and that nine other people were injured
in the disaster in the remote town of Pueblo
Rico. The bus had set out from the city of Cali
with 25 passengers, and traveled 270 kilome-
ters (170 miles) before being hit by the land-
slide as it passed through the Andes mountain
region, civil defense officials said.

Colombian media reported that a child had
survived and was pulled from the arms of its
mother, who did not make it. One survivor said
the bus driver had at first managed to dodge
the worst of the landslide.

“Part of it was coming down and the bus
was a little bit back from that. The bus driver
was backing up when it all came crashing
down,” Andres Ibarguen told radio station
Lloro Stereo.

The rainy season that began in August is
Colombia’s worst in 40 years, according to the
government, causing accidents that have left
more than 270 people dead. The country has
declared a national disaster over the rains
linked to the exceptionally long La Nina
weather phenomenon, which cools surface
temperatures and is currently causing drought
and flooding around the globe.

Today, the landslide “puts this town in
mourning, tomorrow it could be in another
area, because we really have many unstable
areas in the country, and the rainy season has
not ended,” said Javier Pava of the UNGRD.

The UN’s World Meteorological
Organization said last week the La Nina con-
ditions could last until February or March
2023. In Colombia, the phenomenon has also
caused crop damage, compromising food sup-
plies and leading to soaring prices. — AFP

China’s ruling 
party lauds late 
leader Jiang Zemin
BEIJING: Sirens wailed across China as
the Communist Party eulogised late leader
Jiang Zemin Tuesday, hailing him as a patri-
ot who “dedicated his life” to the country.
China’s rulers orchestrated a day of mourn-
ing across the country, with security serv-
ices ensuring there were no large gather-
ings on the streets following rare protests in
recent weeks.

Jiang died in Shanghai last Wednesday
at the age of 96 and left a mixed legacy,
taking power in the aftermath of the 1989
Tiananmen Square crackdown and leading
China towards its emergence as a power-
house on the global stage. 

A public memorial service attended by
China’s political elite began at 10:00 am
(0200 GMT) in Beijing’s Great Hall of the
People, bedecked with a giant portrait of
the late leader as well as slogans lauding
him and a massive flower display.

“He dedicated his whole life and energy

to the Chinese people, dedicated his life to
fighting for national independence, people’s
liberation, national prosperity, and people’s
happiness,” President Xi Jinping told
assembled party faithful at the hall.

“The CCP Central Committee calls on
the whole Party, the army and the people of
all ethnic groups in China to turn grief into
strength,” Xi added. Looking frail and dis-
traught, Jiang’s wife Wang Yeping sat in a

wheelchair in the front row.
A nationwide “three-minute silence”

was held as sirens sounded. In Jiang’s
hometown of Yangzhou, around 100 peo-
ple gathered in front of his former resi-
dence to observe the silence after which
they were swiftly dispersed by police.
Flags across the country were at half-mast
as were those at Chinese government
buildings overseas.— AFP

BEIJING: People take part in the public memorial service for China’s former leader Jiang
Zemin at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. — AFP

Spain’s ex-king
wins partial 
victory in UK 
LONDON: Three appeal judges in
London on Tuesday ruled that the former
mistress of Spain’s ex-king Juan Carlos I
could not sue him for harassment in the
English courts for the period while he was
on the throne. The judges said in a written
judgment that he was “immune from the
jurisdiction” in England and Wales until his
abdication in 2014. That means that
Corinna zu Sayn-Wittgenstein-Sayn can
still pursue the 84-year-old former
monarch in the English courts for his
alleged behaviour after that time.

Zu Sayn-Wittgenstein-Sayn, who lives

in England, wants an “injunction and dam-
ages” due to “a continuous and ongoing
campaign of harassment” against her. She
claims the campaign began in 2012, follow-
ing the “break-up of an intimate romantic
relationship”, and continues to this day.

She filed a harassment suit in London in
2020, alleging he pressured her to return
gifts worth 65 million euros ($65 million),
including works of art and jewellery. Her
legal representatives called Tuesday’s rul-
ing “disappointing”, but added it only
affected a narrow part of their case.

“Corinna’s claim can now progress
towards trial in the High Court in London,”
said Michael Kim of law firm Kobre & Kim. 

‘Romantic relationship’ 
“The judgment applies to a very narrow

issue. It concerns only the period when
Juan Carlos was the reigning King of
Spain,” he added. “The overwhelming part

of Corinna’s claim, from 2014, remains
unaffected and should proceed to trial.”

Juan Carlos, listed in court under his full
name Juan Carlos Alfonso Victor Maria De
Borbon y Borbon, has not appeared at
hearings so far and strenuously denies any
wrongdoing. In March, the High Court in
London fully rejected Juan Carlos’s claim
that English courts had no jurisdiction to
hear the case because he had state immu-
nity as a royal.

Judge Matthew Nicklin said that “what-
ever special status the defendant retained
under the law and constitution of Spain, he
was no longer a ‘sovereign’ or ‘head of
state’ so as to entitle him to personal
immunity”. He challenged the ruling and
took the case to the Court of Appeal. Court
submissions claim Juan Carlos, who is mar-
ried, was in an “intimate romantic relation-
ship” with the divorcee from 2004 to 2009
and showered her with gifts. — AFP


