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Poland gets first  
shipment of South 
Korean weapons 

 
GDYNIA, Poland: Poland on Tuesday received the 
first shipment of tanks and howitzers that it bought 
from South Korea as part of a drive to boost its 
defences following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. An 
EU and NATO member, Poland borders both Russia 
and Ukraine and has increased its purchase of 
weaponry after Kremlin began its war. 

In July, it signed contracts to buy South Korean 
weapons including tanks, artillery and fighter jets. 
The weapons “are necessary to prevent an aggres-

sion,” Polish President Andrzej Duda said during a 
ceremony at the Gdynia port on Tuesday, where the 
first purchased tanks and howitzers were delivered. 

As part of the deal, Poland is to initially buy 180 
K2 “Black Panther” tanks built by Hyundai Rotem 
before eventually acquiring more than 800 of a 
special variant to be called K2PL, production of 
which is start in Poland in 2026. 

It also bought 48 K9 howitzers to be delivered 
this year, with a planned purchase of another 
approximately 600 to begin in 2024, with domestic 
production slated to start in 2026. As part of its 
weapons purchases, Poland in July said it would buy 
32 AW149 multi-role military helicopters worth 1.75 
billion euros ($1.77 billion) from Italian arms com-
pany Leonardo. And it has also ordered 366 
American Abrams tanks and European surface-to-
air missile systems. —AFP

JOHANNESBURG: The threat of South African 
President Cyril Ramaphosa’s immediate exit from 
office over a cash-in-sofas scandal has temporarily 
faded after his party vowed to rally around him at 
next week’s impeachment vote, but his woes are far 
from over. 

The next days are critical for the head of state 
who has been championed as a graft-busting saviour 
after the corruption-drenched tenure of predecessor 
Jacob Zuma. Ruling African National Congress 
(ANC) party lawmakers vowed to close ranks 
around him at an impeachment vote in parliament 
next week, but Ramaphosa remains embroiled in the 
worst scandal of his career that could yet bring him 
down. After a tumultuous week following a report by 
a parliament-sanctioned independent panel which 
found that he “may have committed” serious viola-
tions and misconduct, Ramaphosa appeared to have 
earned a respite. 

The parliament sitting to vote on whether he 
should face impeachment, initially slated for Tuesday, 
was at the 11th hour pushed back by a week, pro-
longing the uncertainty around Ramaphosa’s future. 
That vote will come just three days before the ANC 
meets for its five-yearly conference to elect a new 
president. Ramaphosa is the leading candidate of the 
two nominees named so far for the party leadership. 

But that is no guarantee he will be re-elected, or 
serve out his full state presidential term which 
should run until April 2024.  ANC members facing 
criminal allegations or charges are expected to step 

aside. Ramaphosa is not charged yet over the scan-
dal dubbed “Phala Phala farm-gate”, after the name 
of the estate in northeastern South Africa. 

That gives him room to still try his luck and con-
test the ANC leadership-a ticket to the national 
presidency. “The step-aside rule doesn’t apply here, 
Cyril Ramaphosa is not charged with anything,” 
lawyer and ANC veteran Mathews Phosa told eNCA 
news at the weekend. But scandals do not necessari-
ly decide the fate of an ANC president and the party 
throughout its nearly three decades in power has 
exhibited a tendency to protect its own people. “In 
the ANC you could be charged for rape and still 
become president, you could be charged for an 
international arms deal and still be a president,” said 
political analyst Sandile Swana. 

 
Undignified exit?  

Formerly a wealthy businessman, the president 
may follow the footsteps of two of his predecessors, 
Zuma and Thabo Mbeki, who did not complete their 
tenures and were forced out by the ANC. “The presi-
dency of Ramaphosa is going to be short,” said 
Swana, but “his chances of leaving in a dignified 
manner are minimal”. The 70-year-old president 
found himself in hot water in June when South 
Africa’s former spy boss filed a complaint to the 
police alleging Ramaphosa had concealed a huge 
cash theft from his game and rare cattle farm in 2020. 

He accused the president of having organised for 
the burglars to be kidnapped and bribed into 

silence. Ramaphosa has denied any wrongdoing, 
saying the cash-more than half a million dollars, 
stashed beneath sofa cushions-was payment for 
buffaloes bought by a Sudanese businessman. 

But his explanations did not convince the special 
panel, which raised questions about the source of 
the cash. On Monday Ramaphosa rushed to the 

country’s top court asking it to annul the panel’s 
report, but it is uncertain if his request will be grant-
ed. The Constitutional Court case, which may take 
days or weeks to be concluded, “does not in itself 
stop the parliamentary (impeachment) proceedings 
from continuing”, said public law professor at the 
University of Cape Town Cathy Powell. — AFP 

President Ramaphosa’s future  
fragile despite party backing 

‘In the ANC you could be charged for rape and still become president’ 

JOHANNESBURG: Supporters of South African President Cyril Ramaphosa show their support outside the NAS-
REC Centre in Johannesburg. —AFP 

GDYNIA, Poland: Polish President Andrzej Duda (6L), Minister of South Korea’s state arms procurement agency Eom 
Donghwan (7L) and Polish Defence Minister Mariusz Blaszczak (4L) pose with officials during the acceptance of the 
first South Korean K2 battle tanks and South Korean K9 howitzers for Poland. —AFP

Is Joe Biden  
running again?  
 
WASHINGTON: Whether Joe Biden will seek a 
second term is the biggest secret in Washington. 
Only the man himself increasingly doesn’t seem to be 
hiding the answer. A long distance day trip Tuesday 
to Arizona is only the latest indication that at 80, 
Biden is seriously laying the ground to stay in power 
for another term — until he’s 86. 

He’s never visited the desert state as president and 
while the White House says he’s there to promote a 
major new semiconductor plant in Phoenix, there’s no 
ignoring that deeply divided Arizona will be one of 
the key links in any successful campaign. The 
November midterm elections, in which Republicans 
failed to score their expected big win in the House 
while actually losing in the Senate, is being interpret-
ed by Biden as a full-blown validation. 

And right as his foe Donald Trump gets his own 
2024 election campaign off to a typically scandal-
burdened start, Biden is enjoying the best period of 
his entire first term. The economy is, for now, proving 
wrong predictions of painful recession. Gigantic 
spending packages passed by Congress during 
Biden’s first two years in office are starting to come 
on tap, pouring money into high-tech manufacturing, 
like semiconductors, green energy, and also old-fash-
ioned infrastructure like roads and bridges. 

Abroad, the US-led coalition against Russia in 
Ukraine continues to hold after nearly 10 months, 
helping to overcome the bitter taste of failure in 
Afghanistan. At the White House, Biden just hosted a 
successful — and lavish — state visit for French 
President Emmanuel Macron. 

When Biden boasts that “things are moving, 
they’re moving in the right direction” — as he did 

last week after good employment figures came out  
— he doesn’t resemble someone about to bow off 
the stage. 

So while Biden has said his decision won’t come 
until “early next year,” many of those around him 
think they already know. “The president will make 
that decision, I expect, shortly after the holidays, but 
I expect the decision will be to do it,” his chief of 
staff, Ron Klain, told The Wall Street Journal’s CEO 
Council Summit on Monday. 

“I certainly expect him to run,” Hakeem Jeffries, 
the Democratic leader in the new House of 
Representatives next year when Republicans assume 
their narrow majority, told Fox News on Sunday. “It’s 
clear,” said James Roosevelt Jr., another senior 
Democrat, speaking to The New York Times last 
week after Biden urged a shakeup of the Democratic 
candidate nominating process — a plan being inter-
preted as favorable to Biden. “He intends to run 
again,” longtime Biden friend, Senator Chris Coons, 
told AFP. Even Newt Gingrich, a pillar of the 
Republican right wing establishment, can’t hide 
grudging admiration. “Quit underestimating 
President Biden,” he wrote on Axios, warning 
Republicans that they were blind to “just how effec-
tive Biden has been on his terms.” 

But doctors and family, not political commenta-
tors, will decide whether Biden runs. Some of those 
family “discussions” that Biden has flagged already 
took place in the Atlantic resort island of Nantucket, 
where he gathered with close relatives for 
Thanksgiving. More are expected at Christmas, with 
highly influential First Lady Jill Biden believed to be 
in the driving seat. Then there’s the annual medical 
report, also expected to land soon. At 80, Biden 
shows some typical signs of old age — the shuffling 
walk, the sometimes distracted facial expressions, 
and occasionally embarrassing or at least awkward 
verbal hiccups.  — AFP 
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The veteran reporter, who was a Christian, was 

wearing a bulletproof vest marked “Press” and a hel-
met when she was shot in the head in the Jenin 
refugee camp, a historic flashpoint in the Zionist-
Palestinian conflict. 

Her niece, Lina Abu Akleh, urged the ICC to inves-
tigate the journalist’s death. “The evidence is over-
whelmingly clear, we expect the ICC to take action,” 
she told a press conference in The Hague, adding that 
they had asked for a meeting with prosecutor Karim 
Khan. “My family still doesn’t know who fired that 
deadly bullet and who was in the chain of command 
that killed my aunt.” 

Lawyer Rodney Dixon said there had been a 
“complete cover-up” by the Zionist entity over Abu 
Akleh’s death. He alleged that her killing was part of a 
“systematic and widespread campaign” against Al 
Jazeera by the Zionist entity that also included the 
bombing of a Gaza building housing Al Jazeera’s 
office last year. “There’s a clear attempt to shut Al 
Jazeera down and silence it.” Dixon told the press 
conference. “We are hopeful that there will now be 
justice for Shireen.” 

Dixon said they had not yet had a formal meeting 
with the prosecutor’s office but had handed over evi-
dence including some on memory sticks to the ICC’s 
evidence unit. After receiving complaints from indi-
viduals or groups, the ICC prosecutor decides inde-
pendently what cases to submit to judges at the court. 
Judges decide whether to allow a preliminary investi-
gation by the prosecutor, which can then be followed 
by a formal investigation, and if warranted, charges. In 
the majority of cases such complaints do not lead to 
investigations, according to the ICC. — AFP 

Al Jazeera takes 
slain journalist’s...

WASHINGHTON: Chilly weather and common 
respiratory infections often go hand in hand. 
Reasons for this include people gather inside more 
in winter, and viruses survive better in low-humidity 
indoor air. But there has been less certainty about 
whether lower temperatures actually impair human 
immunity and, if so, how. Now, a new study pub-
lished Tuesday in The Journal of Allergy and Clinical 
Immunology details a previously unknown way that 
the immune system attacks viral intruders inside the 
nose - and finds it works better when it’s warm. 

These discoveries could pave the way for an 
eventual treatment against the common cold and 
other viruses, Mansoor Amiji, a pharmaceutical sci-
ences professor at Northeastern University, who 
co-led the research, told AFP. The starting point 

was previous research by Amiji and colleagues in 
2018, which found that nasal cells released “extra-
cellular vesicles” (EVs) - a spray of tiny sacs that 
swarmed and destroyed bacteria upon inhalation. 
“The best analogy that we have is a hornet’s nest,” 
said Amiji. Like hornets defending a nest from 
attack, EVs swarm, bind to, and kill invaders. 

For the new research, the team set out to 
answer two questions: are EVs also secreted in the 
nose in the presence of viral infections? And, if 
they are, is the strength of their response linked to 
temperature? To answer the first question, they 
used a test substance which mimics a viral infec-
tion to stimulate nasal mucosa - a thin tissue that 
lines the nose - that was taken from volunteers 
who had surgery to remove polyps. They found it 
did in fact produce EVs that target viruses. 

In order to tackle the second question, they 
divided the nasal cell samples into two groups and 
cultured them in a lab, subjecting one set of sam-
ples to 37 degrees Celsius, and the other to 32C. 
These temperatures were chosen based on a sepa-
rate test that found the temperature inside the 
nose falls by about 5C when outside air drops 
from 23C to 4C. — AFP 

Warmer noses 
are better at 
fighting colds

KYIV: President Volodymyr Zelensky on Tuesday 
visited the frontline region of Donetsk in east 
Ukraine, describing fighting in the area as “difficult” 
with Russian forces pushing to capture the industrial 
city of Bakhmut. The visit came as Russian President 
Vladimir Putin convened his security council in the 
wake of the latest spate of drone attacks on military-
linked facilities inside Russian territory. 

The focus of fighting in Ukraine has shifted to 
Donbas after Kyiv’s forces recaptured the southern 
city of Kherson last month following a Russian retreat 
from the regional capital. Zelensky appeared in a 
video wearing a heavy winter coat, standing next to a 
large sign in Ukraine’s blue and yellow colors bearing 
the city name Sloviansk and calling for a moment of 
silence to commemorate killed Ukrainian soldiers. 

“The east of Ukraine today is the most difficult 
front. And I am honored to be here now with our 
defending troops in Donbas. I believe that next time 
we will meet in our Ukrainian Donetsk and Lugansk 
and in Crimea as well,” Zelensky said. Russian forces 
and their proxies have controlled parts of Donetsk 
and Lugansk since 2014, when fighting with sepa-
ratists broke out and the Kremlin annexed the 
Crimean peninsula from Ukraine. 

“From the bottom of my heart, I congratulate you 
on this great holiday, the Day of the Armed Forces,” 
said Zelensky, who was later shown meeting soldiers 
and distributing awards. In the nearby Russian-con-
trolled city of Donetsk, its Moscow-appointed may-
or said that Ukrainian shelling had killed six civilians 
and injured others.  

The Ukrainian leader has visited several frontline 
regions after more than nine months of fighting, 
including Kherson in the south recently recaptured 
by Ukrainian forces, calling its recapture “the begin-
ning of the end of the war”. Sloviansk, which was 
among regions in Donetsk briefly held by Russian-
backed separatists, lies some 45 km north of 
Bakhmut, which has become the center of fighting 
since Kherson’s fall. 

The Kremlin said Putin met senior officials to dis-
cuss issues related to the country’s “domestic secu-
rity” and that Russia was taking “necessary” meas-
ures to fend off more of what it said were Ukrainian 
attacks. Officials in Russia’s Kursk region near the 
border with Ukraine said earlier Tuesday that a 
drone attack near an airfield had caused a fire at a 
oil storage unit. That attack came after the defense 
ministry said a day earlier that Ukraine had tried to 
attack another airfield in Ryazan region and also the 
key Engels airfield in the Saratov region. 

Engels is a base for the country’s strategic aircraft 
that Kyiv says have been used to strike Ukraine, and 
both sites are hundreds of kilometers away from 
Ukraine’s border. The British defense ministry said 
that if Russia deems Ukraine to have been responsi-
ble then Moscow will “probably consider them as 
some of the most strategically significant failures of 
force protection since its invasion of Ukraine.” The 
drone attacks come on the back of weeks of system-
atic Russian attacks that have crippled Ukrainian 
critical infrastructure like water, electricity and heat-
ing ahead of winter. 

 
‘Crush’ Ukraine military 

Russia on Monday fired another barrage of 
dozens of missiles that knocked out power and 
water in cities across Ukraine, the latest wave of 
attacks that Moscow has said Kyiv was responsible 
for because it refused Russian demands. Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu on Tuesday said that Russian 
forces were using long-range, precision weapons to 
target military-linked facilities and “crush the mili-
tary potential of Ukraine”. 

The defense ministry also announced Tuesday 
it had received back from Ukraine captivity 60 
Russian servicemen in their most recent exchange. 
Russia’s invasion and its decision to conscript 
hundreds of thousands of men has set off an exo-
dus of Russians from the country, including criti-
cal politicians and journalists. However, neighbor-
ing Latvia announced Tuesday it was revoking the 
license for exiled independent TV channel Dozhd 
for multiple violations that included showing the 
Crimea peninsula annexed from Ukraine as part of 
Russia. “The laws of Latvia must be respected by 
everyone,” Ivars Abolins, head of the Latvian 
National Electronic Mass Media Council, said on 
Twitter. —  AFP  

Zelensky visits 
Donbas near 
Ukraine front


