
DOHA: Neymar returned from injury to help inspire
Brazil to a 4-1 victory over South Korea on Monday
as the favorites cruised through to the quarter-finals
of the World Cup. The world’s most expensive player
had sat out his team’s last two matches with a
sprained ankle suffered in their opening 2-0 win over
Serbia. But he came back for this last-16 tie as Tite’s
team clicked into gear and delivered an ominous
message to their rivals, at least before easing off in
the second half.

Vinicius Junior opened the scoring inside seven
minutes before Neymar added another from the
penalty spot to move to 76 goals for his country,
leaving him just one away from equalling Pele’s all-
time record tally. Richarlison’s brilliant goal made it
3-0 and Lucas Paqueta added another before half-
time to leave South Korea shellshocked. Paik Seung-
ho pulled one back but by then Brazil were thinking
about Friday’s quarter-final clash with 2018 runners-
up Croatia.

“The time has come to go further,” Neymar told
Brazilian broadcaster Globo, referring to their
defeats in the semi-finals in 2014 and quarter-finals
four years ago. “We are dreaming of winning the title,
that’s obvious, but we have to go step by step. “This
was the fourth game. There are three to go but we
are prepared. Our minds are focused on winning the
title.” The five-time world champions had not scored
four goals in a knockout game at the tournament
since 1998.

Here they played at times with the joy associated
with the Brazilian national team, the players coming

together to celebrate each goal by showing off their
dance moves and their coach even joining in. If they
finished playing within themselves, their first-half dis-
play was superb and a fitting tribute to the great Pele.
The Brazilian legend had said he would watch the
game from the Sao Paulo hospital to where he was
admitted last week for cancer treatment, and sup-
porters in Doha’s Stadium 974 unfurled a banner with
a get well soon message to him.

It was a chastening experience for Son Heung-min
and South Korea, who have still never won a World
Cup knockout match outside their own country. Their
coach Paulo Bento later announced he would not be
continuing in the role. “I believe we can be very proud
of what we have done at this World Cup, and what we
have done over the last four years to get here,” said
Bento. Tite made 10 changes to the Brazil team after
rotating his squad for last Friday’s inconsequential 1-0
loss to Cameroon, with Danilo also returning from
injury at left-back.

Richarlison stars again 
With Alisson Becker back in goal and Thiago Silva

and Marquinhos playing too, this was Brazil’s first-
choice defense but their forwards quickly put the tie
to bed. The opener came from their first shot on tar-
get as Raphinha burst away from Kim Jin-su on the
right and his ball across goal came to the feet of
Vinicius who coolly picked his spot.

They then won a penalty as Richarlison was caught
by Jung Woo-young and Neymar duly beat Kim
Seung-gyu - his last six goals for Brazil have now all

come from the spot. Alisson was then called into
action to tip over a vicious long-range effort from
Hwang Hee-chan, but Brazil scored their third in style
just before the half-hour mark. Richarlison juggled the
ball on his head three times just outside the area
before laying it off to Marquinhos and then continuing
into the box to get on the end of Silva’s pass which he
slotted home for his third goal at this World Cup.

Paqueta got their fourth nine minutes before the
break with a first-time finish as he connected with a
Vinicius ball held up from the byline. They took their
foot off the pedal in the second half, although
Raphinha was denied on several occasions by the
goalkeeper. Korea though deserve credit for keeping
going and were rewarded inside the final quarter-
hour as substitute Paik brought down a clearance and
sent in a ferocious shot from 25 meters that brushed
off Silva to beat Alisson.

Meanwhile, Paulo Bento announced he would not
be staying on as coach of South Korea after they
were eliminated from the World Cup with a 4-1
defeat at the hands of Brazil on Monday. “Now I
need to think about the future, but I will not be with
the Korea team. I am going to rest and then see,” the
53-year-old former Portugal coach said after the
loss in the last 16. “I have just told the players and
the president of the national federation. “This is a
decision which I took in September. It was set in
stone and today I confirmed it. I have to thank them
and am very proud to have been their manager.”
Bento took over following the 2018 World Cup, suc-
ceeding Shin Tae-yong. — AFP 

Brazil thrash South Korea 
4-1, face off with Croatia

South Korea coach resigns after World Cup exit

DOHA: South Korea’s midfielder #07 Son Heung-min shoots but fails to score during the Qatar 2022 World
Cup round of 16 football match between Brazil and South Korea on December 5, 2022. — AFP photos

DOHA: Brazil’s forward #10 Neymar celebrates with Brazil’s forward #20 Vinicius Junior, Brazil’s forward #11
Raphinha and Brazil’s midfielder #07 Lucas Paqueta after scoring his team’s second goal from the penalty
spot on December 5, 2022. 
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Lautaro struggles 
as Argentina thrive 
at World Cup
DOHA: Argentina have gradually found their feet
at the World Cup, improving with every game, but
striker Lautaro Martinez has been going in the oth-
er direction. For most of the past four years, the
Inter Milan player has been a starter for the nation-
al team, usually alongside Lionel Messi and Angel
Di Maria in a daunting three-pronged attack. 

The 25-year-old, who has 21 goals in 44 inter-
nationals, was on the teamsheet for Argentina’s
first two group games in Qatar. But things have
unraveled quickly for him, to the point that he
found himself the subject of jokes online following
Argentina’s 2-1 last-16 win over Austral ia.
Towards the end of the game, after Lautaro was
introduced as a substitute, many fans felt Messi
repeatedly tried to set up his teammate to score

his first World Cup goal.
Afer one dazzling run, Messi passed to his fellow

forward inside the 18-yard box with only the goal-
keeper to beat, but Lautaro skied his effort. It
could have been so different for Lautaro, who
twice put the ball in the net against Saudi Arabia in
Argentina’s opening Group C encounter. Both
times, though, he was denied by an offside flag.
Argentina then toiled to create anything against
Mexico in their next match, until Lautaro was taken
off. Moments later, Messi opened the scoring.

For the final group game against Poland, Lautaro
lost his place to youngster Julian Alvarez, who has
rewarded his coach’s faith by scoring in each of his
two starts. After replacing the 22-year-old with 20
minutes left against Australia, Lautaro fluffed three
presentable chances to kill the game. It has led to a
succession of memes and jokes flooding social
media at his expense. 

Some have even compared him to compatriot
Gonzalo Higuain, who missed a chance in the 2014
World Cup final against Germany - which
Argentina lost 1-0 - when played through one-on-
one with the goalkeeper.

Messi defends Lautaro
Both coach Lionel Scaloni and captain Messi have

been quick to defend the forward. “Lautaro is a hugely
important player for us, he’s a forward, he lives for
goals,” said Messi. He may well have been mindful of
that as he seemingly tried desperately to tee up his
strike partner against Australia. “Lautaro has saved us
many times, I don’t want to talk about these details -
that would be unfair on Lautaro, who has given us and
will keep giving us so much joy,” said Scaloni, when
asked about the striker’s misses against Australia. 

Alvarez will  l ikely keep his place against
Netherlands for Friday’s World Cup quarter-final.
“It’s perfect that Julian is scoring and Lautaro will
also score,” said Scaloni. It is a different story for
the two players at club level. While Lautaro is a
certain starter at Inter, Alvarez has started just
three Premier League matches at Manchester City,
though he has scored three times. With Messi daz-
zling and proving once again the inspiration for
Argentina, fans will not mind who else gets on the
scoresheet, as long as the team keep winning. But it
is turning into a bittersweet experience for Lautaro
and perhaps the making of Alvarez. —AFP 

Brazil WCup 
squad ‘scary’ 
DOHA: Croatia coach Zlatko Dalic called
Brazil’s squad “scary” but says his team are not
big underdogs in Friday’s quarter-final against
the World Cup favorites. Dalic’s side, runners-
up at the 2018 World Cup, beat Japan on
penalties on Monday to guarantee at least their
third best finish at the tournament. The coach
said on Tuesday he was proud of his team for
showing the character and mentality to get this
far in Qatar, but knows that Brazil will be a
whole different proposition.

“Brazil has (over) 200 million people, we
only have four million, so we’re a bit like the
suburb of a city in Brazil,” Dalic said. “It will be
a different game than against anyone we have
played so far because Brazil likes to play foot-
ball. “If we are looking at it realistically, Brazil is
the best team at the tournament, they have a
great choice of players, a great squad, it’s scary,
so it’s a great test for us.” Dalic said “it doesn’t
get better” than playing Brazil at a World Cup.

“Maybe we’d rather it was in the final than
the quarter-final though,” he added. “We want
to give maximum effort - we won’t surrender
before the game. We want to counter Brazil’s
quality with our own and we want to play foot-
ball against them.” Croatia have refreshed their
squad in the four years since the last World
Cup, with only a handful of veterans remaining,
including captain Luka Modric and winger Ivan
Perisic. Dalic said this generation should not be
compared to the team beaten by France in the
final in Russia because they largely included
players sprinkled across elite club sides.

“We have already earned a historic result
after getting silver in 2018 and bronze in 1998,
this is our third best Croatian result at a World
Cup,” said Dalic. “I wouldn’t draw comparisons
to the team from 2018, when you look at our
players then, they played for clubs like
Barcelona, Inter (Milan), Juventus, Liverpool,
Real Madrid of course. “When you compare it
to today, we have six players from the Croatian
first division, it’s a different team. “But I take my
hat off to this generation, because they are
playing great.” Brazil thrashed South Korea 4-1
on Monday with one of the best performances
of the tournament so far, but Dalic thinks that
his team can fight their corner against the five-
time World Cup winners. — AFP 


