
DOHA: Achraf Hakimi struck the decisive penalty to 
send Spain crashing out and Morocco into the World 
Cup quarter-finals for the first time, winning 3-0 in a 
shoot-out on Tuesday after a 0-0 draw. Spain coach 
Luis Enrique had claimed his players prepared by tak-
ing 1,000 penalties as homework but Pablo 
Sarabia, Carlos Soler and Sergio Busquets all 
missed from the spot and Madrid-born Hakimi 
dinked his home to the delight of Morocco’s 
raucous support. 

Walid Regragui’s side will face 
Portugal or Switzerland in what is 
uncharted territory for them, with 
their previous best a last-16 exit in 
1986. Spain had been hoping they 
could repeat their 2010 World Cup 
triumph after reaching the semi-finals 
of Euro 2020, where they were also 
beaten on penalties by Italy. 

The teams were closely matched 
through a nail-biting clash, 
with Spain having more of 
the ball but Morocco cre-
ating the better openings, 
few though they were. 
Luis Enrique trialed his 
third right-back of the 
tournament in Marcos 
Llorente, and benched the 
team’s top scorer Alvaro 
Morata for Marco Asensio, after the shock defeat by 
Japan. Spain monopolized the ball, with Morocco’s fans 
furiously whistling with their side out of possession. 

Morocco, who are the last African and Arab side 
left standing at the first World Cup held in an Arab 
country, were intensely backed and their fans greatly 
outnumbered Spain’s. With La Roja playing in a pale 
blue second strip, they resembled the away team on 

hostile territory. Gavi, who at 18 years and 123 days 
old became the youngest player to start a World Cup 
knockout game since Brazil great Pele in 1958, rose to 
the occasion. 

The Barcelona midfield terrier was at his most 
intense, smashing into challenges left, right and cen-
tre, even diving to make one with his head. 

Morocco goalkeeper Yassine Bounou tipped a 
Gavi strike on to the crossbar, though it would 

have been ruled offside, while 
Asensio drilled into the side-

netting, although Spain cre-
ated little. Regragui’s side 
sat deep defensively and 
threatened on the counter, 

with Unai Simon beating 
away a long range effort from 

Noussair Mazraoui. 

Sofiane Boufal, who bypassed Llorente like sand 
slipping through the Spaniard’s fingers early on, carved 
the best chance of the half for Nayef Aguerd, who 
headed inches over. Bounou pummelled away a Dani 
Olmo strike from an angle as the tension cranked up 
after the break. Luis Enrique raged at Rodri for choos-
ing the wrong option on the ball, and withdrew the 
dogged and muddied Gavi for Carlos Soler. He threw 
Morata on too, giving Spain a focal point up top, but 
they struggled to supply him as Morocco sat deeper 
and deeper. 

Another substitute, Nico Williams did find the 
Atletico Madrid striker on one occasion but the angle 
was too tight and he scraped a shot across the face of 
goal. Bounou made a fine save from Olmo’s free-kick 
as it almost snuck all the way through, with Spain final-
ly creating stronger chances as the game frayed in the 
moments before extra-time. Morocco responded in the 
additional period by finding stability and testing Simon, 
who made a fine save with his legs to deny Walid 
Cheddira after he broke in down Spain’s left flank. 

Despite heavy pressure by Spain in the final 
moments before penalties, they could not 

trouble the Sevilla 
goalkeeper again, 
with Pablo Sarabia 
clipping the outside 

of the post, although 
he might have been off-

side. Having been sent on apparently for the shoot-
out, Sarabia struck the post again from Spain’s first 

penalty, after Abdelhamid Sabiri had 
sent Morocco ahead. Soler and 
Busquets missed, while Hakim 
Ziyech scored, before Hakimi 
netted against his birth country 

to ignite wild celebrations. — AFP 
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DOHA: Spain’s forward #10 Marco Asensio falls over 
Morocco’s defender #05 Nayef Aguerd during the Qatar 
2022 World Cup round of 16 football match between 
Morocco and Spain on December 6, 2022. — AFP  

Spain’s midfielder #09 Gavi and Morocco’s midfielder 
#17 Sofiane Boufal fall down during the Qatar 2022 
World Cup round of 16 football match between Morocco 
and Spain on December 6, 2022. 

Spain’s midfielder #06 Marcos Llorente jumps over 
Morocco’s defender #06 Romain Ghanem Saiss during 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 16 football match.

Morocco’s supporter poses for pictures during the Qatar 
2022 World Cup round of 16 football match between 
Morocco and Spain on December 6, 2022.  

Morocco supporters dressed in lion costumes cheer 
ahead of the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 16 football 
match between Morocco and Spain. 

Morocco’s supporters cheer during the Qatar 2022 
World Cup round of 16 football match between Morocco 
and Spain on December 6, 2022. — AFP photos

Morocco the last African and  
Arab nation standing at WCup 

Spain crash out on penalties 

DOHA: Morocco’s goalkeeper #01 Yassine Bounou deflects a penalty kick from Spain’s midfielder #05 Sergio Busquets during the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 16 football 
match between Morocco and Spain on December 6, 2022. — AFP

Doha: Morocco’s coach #00 Walid Regragui is thrown into the air as Morocco players celebrate winning on penalty shoot-out the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 16 football 
match between Morocco and Spain on December 6, 2022. — AFP 

DOHA: The engineer who developed the air condi-
tioning for Qatar’s World Cup stadiums says that a 
cooling system for an Olympic marathon is possible 
if the Gulf state bids for the Games. Amid reports 
that Qatar is targeting the 2036 Olympics, Saud 
Abdulaziz Abdul Ghani, widely known as Dr Cool, 
said Qatar has already “proven” its technological 
capability for the World Cup and can repeat the 
feat for a new mega event. Doha was a contender 
for the 2016 and 2020 Olympics and sports officials 
have said it is studying a new campaign using the 
World Cup as a launchpad. 

The infrastructure for the 32-nation football 
tournament has been widely hailed, even if Qatar 
has faced criticism over its rights record and its 
fierce summer temperatures forced FIFA to change 

the dates to winter. The wealthy Gulf state also held 
the world athletics championships in 2019 and will 
stage the world swimming championships in 
January 2024 and the next Asian Cup football as it 
steps up its bid to become a dominant international 
sports hub. 

 
Cool running 

The athletics championship was held in the air-
conditioned Khalifa stadium. But because of the 
daytime heat, the women’s marathon started at mid-
night and only 40 of the 68 runners finished as tem-
peratures rose above 30 Celsius (86 Fahrenheit). 
The World Cup was moved to November-
December to avoid the summer heat and Qatar 
could ask the International Olympic Committee to 
do the same to allow a first Olympics in an Arab 
nation, sports sources say. 

There are already air-conditioned streets in the 
Katara cultural district and Qatar has a 1.1 kilometer 
air-conditioned jogging track in one city park. 
Media reports have said an Olympic marathon 
could also be specially cooled. Sports authorities 
have not commented, but Saud, an engineering pro-

fessor at Qatar University, said an air-conditioned 
marathon course could be built. 

“It is feasible and possible. Engineering-wise 
anything is possible,” he told AFP on the sidelines of 
a press conference Monday. “You don’t need a 
street. Maybe there could be cooling stations and 
things like this. Let it happen and then we will see,” 
he added. “We have proven to the world that tech-
nologically we have the capability,” he said referring 
to the World Cup. “We have done that and we can 
do it again.” When asked if he was working on plans, 
Saud replied: “Nobody has contacted me yet”. 

Saud, who previously developed air conditioning 
for Ford Mondeo cars, spent 13 years working on 
the cooling used at seven of the eight World Cup 
stadiums. While critics have said it is a waste of 
energy, Saud responds that Qatar’s solar power 
more than makes up for the energy used and the air 
conditioning keeps the players and turf healthy and 
even eliminates spectator body odor. Inside the sta-
diums, players and fans are kept at about 21 Celsius 
(70 Fahrenheit) by jets blasting air at the pitchside 
and under spectator seats. “The general feedback is 
very successful,” said Saud. — AFP 

Air-conditioned  
Olympic marathon  
possible: Dr Cool 


