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News in brief

Xi arrives in Saudi Arabia 
for energy-focused visit

Kuwait Crown Prince heads to Riyadh to take part in summits
RIYADH: Chinese President Xi Jinping touched 
down in Saudi Arabia on Wednesday for a visit that 
is likely to focus on energy ties but also follows 
months of tensions with the United States. Xi, 
recently reanointed as leader of the world’s second 
biggest economy, arrived in the capital Riyadh, 
Chinese and Saudi state media said, for a three-day 
visit that will include talks with the Saudi rulers and 
other Arab leaders. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
and Riyadh Governor Prince Faisal bin Bandar were 
among those who welcomed Xi at the airport, 
where a ceremonial purple carpet was laid out from 
the steps of the plane. On major roads in Riyadh, the 
red-and-gold Chinese flag alternated with the 
green Saudi emblem. China is the top customer for 
oil from Saudi Arabia, the leading exporter of crude, 
and both sides appear keen to expand their rela-
tionship at a time of economic turmoil and geopolit-
ical realignment. 

The trip - only Xi’s third overseas journey since 
the coronavirus pandemic began, and his first to 
Saudi Arabia since 2016 - comes after US President 
Joe Biden’s visit in July. It will feature bilateral meet-
ings with Saudi King Salman and Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, as well as a summit with the 
six-member Gulf Cooperation Council and a wider 

China-Arab summit. 
HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 

Al-Sabah’s Representative, HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and an 
accompanying delegation will head on Thursday to 
Saudi Arabia to take part in the 43rd session of the 
GCC High Council meeting, as well as the China-
GCC Summit and China-Arab Summit due to be 
held in Riyadh. 

The program represents the “largest-scale diplo-
matic activity between China and the Arab world 
since the founding of the PRC”, or People’s Republic 
of China, foreign ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning 
said on Wednesday. The official Saudi Press Agency 
said the kingdom accounted for more than 20 percent 
of Chinese investment in the Arab world between 
2005 and 2020, “making it the biggest Arab country 
to receive Chinese investments during that period”. 

Oil markets are expected to be a top agenda item 
for talks between China and Saudi Arabia, especially 
given the turbulence the markets have experienced 
since Russia invaded Ukraine in February. The G7 and 
European Union on Friday agreed to a $60-per-bar-
rel price cap on Russian oil in an attempt to deny the 
Kremlin war resources, injecting further uncertainty 
into the markets.  
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RIYADH: China’s President Xi Jinping is being received by Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al-
Saud and the Governor of Riyadh Prince Faisal bin Bandar Al-Saud at King Khalid International Airport. — AFP 

250 jobs for Egyptian medics 
 
KUWAIT: The Egyptian manpower authority 
announced the general administration of 
employment abroad has received a request 
from health insurance hospitals in Kuwait for 
50 doctors and 200 nurses to work under their 
sponsorship in accordance with Kuwait’s labor 
law. “Expected salaries will range from KD 
1,800 to KD 2,450 for doctors, while salaries 
for nurses will be around KD 400, with the 
addition of housing and transportation 
allowances,” the authority announced. 

Zelensky ‘Person of the Year’ 
 
NEW YORK: 
Time magazine 
named President 
V o l o d y m y r 
Zelensky as well 
as “the spirit of 
Ukraine” as its 
2022 person of 
the year on 
Wednesday, for 
the resistance 
the country has 
shown in the 
face of Russia’s 
invasion. Calling 
Zelensky’s deci-
sion to remain in Kyiv and rally his country amid 
the ongoing war “fateful”, Time editor in chief 
Edward Felsenthal said this year’s decision was 
“the most clear-cut in memory”. — AFP  

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s Legal and leg-
islative committee on Wednesday approved a draft 
law calling on the government to purchase con-

sumer and personal loans of Kuwaiti citizens, esti-
mated at several billion Kuwaiti dinars. The commit-
tee saw no legal or constitutional problem with the 
bill and sent it to the concerned financial and eco-
nomic affairs committee to study the financial 
aspects of the bill and its cost to public funds. 

The bill, submitted by MP Saleh Ashour, propos-
es that the government should purchase consumer 
and personal loans of Kuwaitis by simply deducting 
the cost-of-living allowance paid every month. The 
deduction should not exceed KD 120 each month. 
Citizens who will not benefit by the draft legislation 
will continue to receive their cost-of-living 

allowance as usual, the bill stipulates. Ashour said 
he proposed the draft law because of the difficult 
economic conditions, the sharp rise in prices and 
high inflation rate.  

The government had in the past aborted several 
attempts by lawmakers to write off consumer loans 
of hundreds of thousands of Kuwaiti citizens to help 
them face difficult living conditions, according to 
MPs. The legal committee also cleared several other 
draft legislation and sent them to the concerned 
panels. These include a bill calling for the establish-
ment of a public authority for fighting drugs and a 
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Panel approves 
govt purchase of 
citizens’ loans

ATLANTA:  US Sen Raphael Warnock waves to supporters as he walks onstage 
to speak during an election night watch party on Dec 6, 2022. — AFP

FRANKFURT: German special police forces detain Heinrich XIII Prinz Reuss 
after searching a house on Dec 7, 2022. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden celebrated the strengthening of 
his party’s majority in the Senate on 
Tuesday after Democrat Raphael 
Warnock was declared the winner of 
a runoff election in Georgia. The 
incumbent senator defeated 
Republican Herschel Walker, a former 
football star and protege of former 
president Donald Trump, according to 

projections by television networks. 
Warnock’s win confirms the very 

slim Democratic majority - 51 to 49 - 
in the upper house of Congress. 
“Tonight Georgia voters stood up for 
our democracy, rejected Ultra 
MAGAism, and most importantly: 
Sent a good man back to the Senate. 
Here’s to six more years,” Biden 
tweeted. The party’s electoral triumph 
does not change the balance of power 
in the Senate, of which Democrats had 
already secured control on Nov 8. 

But the win by Warnock, a pastor 
at the Atlanta church where civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr 
once preached, hands Democrats  
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Dems capture 
Senate seat in 
Georgia runoff

FRANKFURT: German police 
staged nationwide raids on 
Wednesday and arrested 25 people 
suspected of belonging to a far-right 
“terror cell” plotting to overthrow the 
government and attack parliament. 
Around 3,000 officers including elite 
anti-terror units took part in the early 

morning raids and searched more than 
130 properties, in what German media 
described as one of the country’s 
largest police actions ever against 
extremists. 

The raids targeted alleged mem-
bers of the “Citizens of the Reich” 
(Reichsbuerger) movement suspected 
of “having made concrete prepara-
tions to violently force their way into 
the German parliament with a small 
armed group”, federal prosecutors 
said in a statement. Those arrested are 
accused of having formed “a terrorist 
group by the end of Nov 2021 at the 
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Germany busts 
cell plotting to 
overthrow govt


