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RIYADH: Photos show GCC’s Foreign Ministers during the 154th preparatory meeting ahead of the 43rd Gulf
Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. — KUNA photos 

Admiral Commander of the French Forces in the
Indian Ocean and the United Arab Emirates
Emmanuel Slaars

By Majd Othman 

KUWAIT: Admiral Commander of the French
Forces in the Indian Ocean and the United
Arab Emirates Emmanuel  Slaars aff irmed
France’s unwavering commitment to the securi-
ty of Kuwait and the region. Slaars’ statement
came in a press conference on the eve of the
conclusion of the “Pearl of the West 2022”
exercise in Kuwait held by the Kuwait armed
forces and the National Guard with friendly
French forces.

Slaars, who is also the commander of the
French forces in the United Arab Emirates, said
85 percent of the French forces in the UAE
participated in Pearl of the West 2022 and that
more than 500 French soldiers in the region

are also participating in this exercise, noting it
included air and sea exercises, diving exercises
and other mil itary exercises. The admiral
explained that the role of the French navy in
the region includes combating piracy, human
trafficking, and drugs and arms smuggling.

French Ambassador to Kuwait Claire Le
Fleischer stressed that the Pearl of the West
2022 exercise comes within France’s commit-
ment to peace and security in the region and
its defense. “France is showing its ability to
remain committed to its allies and partners, not
only within the borders of NATO, but also here
in Kuwait,” she said, pointing out that it is pos-
sible to strategically rely on France.

Le Fleischer noted that the governments of
France and Kuwait signed a bilateral defense

cooperation agreement in 1992 aimed at devel-
oping cooperation between the two countries
to deter any threat and defeat any attack on
Kuwait’s security, sovereignty and territorial
integrity in accordance with the United
Nations charter and international treaties.

Meanwhile, Chief of the General Staff of
Kuwait Army Lt Gen Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah
discussed with Slaars military ties and defense
cooperation. He received Slaars at the general
staff  bui lding on Wednesday, where they
exchanged cordial conversations and discussed
the most vital matters and topics of common
interest, the general staff said in a press state-
ment. During the meeting, the chief of staff
acclaimed the depth of bilateral ties between
both sides, it added.

Kuwait, French military participate 
in Pearl of the West 2022 exercise 

Top security chiefs discuss military ties, cooperation

French Ambassador to Kuwait Claire Le Fleischer poses for a group photo with French troops. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

GCC FMs hold 154th
preparatory meeting 
RIYADH: The 154th preparatory for the GCC
Foreign Ministers began on Wednesday in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, ahead of the 43rd Gulf Summit.
Foreign Minister Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
heads the Kuwaiti delegation to the preparatory
meeting. During the meeting, Omani Foreign
Minister Bader Al-Busaidi, the current chair of the

gathering, highlighted the importance of the upcom-
ing summit and its topics focusing on the security
and welfare of the region. 

The Omani Foreign Minister commended Qatar
for its outstanding achievement in hosting the 2022
FIFA World Cup, saying that the event was a mes-
sage of peace from the Arab countries to the rest of
the world. He also noted that GCC countries were
looking forward to 2023 UN Climate Change
Conference (UNFCCC COP 28) to be hosted by the
UAE, expressing support towards the Emirates in
organizing this important event. — KUNA

Kuwait’s DAI wins 
praise for fostering 
global peace 
BRUSSELS: A highly-respected Ambassador and
a renowned Dutch Orientalist, both based in
Brussels, Belgium, have praised and lauded the
Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah of Kuwait for its
important role in promoting global peace and
understanding. Ismat Jahan, a career diplomat
from Bangladesh is presently serving as the
Permanent Observer of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to the European Union,
and Johannes den Heijer Emeritus Professor of
Arabic Studies at the Catholic University of
Louvain (Louvain-la-Neuve) in Belgium, were
recently invited by the Dar Al Islamiyyah to
address its 27th cultural season. 

“It was a big honor to be included among the
invitees. It is a very important initiative that they
are bringing in scholars from all over the world to
speak on role of cultural diplomacy and other rel-
evant issues in promoting peaceful coexistence,”
Den Heijer a former President of the Oriental
Institute of Louvain told the Kuwait news agency
KUNA, in an interview. “It is very interesting to
see that Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah gives an
opportunity to scholars like myself to interact with
people who have a different background like cal-
ligraphers and musicians which is a very interest-
ing experience,” said the Dutch scholar who had
traveled widely in the Arab and Muslim world but
visited Kuwait for the first time. 

“Learning about other people’s culture and civ-
ilizations is crucial in trying to overcome these
boundaries that lead to conflicts. So such initia-
tives by Dar Al Al Athar are extremely important,”
said Den Heijer who also has taught Arabic lan-
guage and culture at various institutions in
Europe for over four decades. “The audience was
quite a mix of Kuwaiti people of various ages,
very young to quite old and also expatriates. A
country l ike Kuwait has a lot of expatriates
including in the cultural sector and in the universi-
ties,” he noted. 

Johannes den Heijer also served as Director of
the Netherlands-Flemish Institute in Cairo from

1995 to 2003. He spoke on the topic “the impact
of language and Script in the Arab World and
Beyond” at the cultural season organised by the
Dar Al Athar end of October. From the point of
view of linguistic, ethnic, religious and cultural
diversity and transformation, Arab culture devel-
oped into one of the great civilizations this world
has known, he noted. 

On her part, Ismat Jahan told KUNA that the
museum and the protection of the Islamic art and
heritage in the Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah “is very
impressive and for me it was a big learning expe-
rience.” Ismat, who also served as Bangladesh’s
ambassador to Belgium and the EU, praised the
director general of Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah,
Sheikha Hussa Sabah Al-Salem al-Sabah, for her
“untiring devotion, her deep interest and insight”
in promoting Islamic culture globally. 

“Sheikha Hussa was present in both the lec-
tures and also in other meetings which show her
deep interest and insight. It was wonderful,” said
Ismat Jahan. She noted that the event was
“extremely well organised and very professional.”
The widely-experienced diplomat made her pres-
entation on the topic “Cultural Diplomacy as a
Means to Foster Global Peace and Peaceful
Coexistence between Communities.” Cultural
diplomacy as a major component of a country’s
broader public diplomacy has been significant
since the emergence of modern nation states. 

Over the years, cultural diplomacy has gained
recognit ion as “soft power,” she explained.
Cultural diplomacy also has an important role in
the projection of shared heritage and collective
identity connected to religion, ethnicity, tradi-
tion, as well as in some cases to joint political
aff i l iat ions or posit ions held by a group or
groupings. Such an understanding of cultural
diplomacy is sustained not only by groups of
countries but also promoted by international
organizations such as the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). 

She added that the OIC since its inception in
1969 has consistently voiced its support for inter-
religious and intercultural dialogue for the promo-
tion of cultural pluralism, mutual understanding
between world faiths and respect for diversity.
Finally, both speakers stressed the vast knowledge
and high degree of professionalism of Sheikha
Hussa and all staff at DAI and other institutions
they visited during their visit to Kuwait. — KUNA

Kuwaiti products
lure visitors at
Egypt’s fair 
CAIRO: Kuwait products and commodities on
display at the Food Africa 2022 Fair have lured
many visitors who admired the goods’ quality.
Mohammad Al-Qadhi, sales manager at Al-
Dana fisheries company, said in remarks to
KUNA that he is proud that his company was
chosen to partake in the Cairo exhibition, not-
ing that the company sells up to 55 products in
the Kuwaiti market. 

The company is currently pondering

prospects of entering the Egyptian market, he
said. Meanwhile, the assistant chief of exported
sales at Kuwait Flour Mil ls  and Bakeries
Company Badria Al-Rashed said the fair is an
excellent opportunity to exchange expertise
with peers from other countries. Al-Rashed
revealed that the Kuwaiti company’s products
would soon be available in the Egyptian market. 

Imad Al-Fakhrani of the Kuwaiti food com-
pany KIFCO expressed satisfaction for the high
turn up of visitors to his stand. He noted that
his company sells high quality products at rea-
sonable prices. The Kuwaiti pavilion at the fair
displays various food products, dates, honey,
diary products, spices, snacks, fish, packaging
and hygienic materials . The fair, due on
December 5-7, involves more than 700 compa-
nies from 32 states. — KUNA

Imad Al-Fakhrani of the Kuwaiti food company
KIFCO.

The assistant chief of exported sales at Kuwait Flour
Mills and Bakeries Company Badria Al-Rashed


