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Crown Prince receives 
innovative surgeon 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace on Wednesday orthopedic sur-
geon Dr Muthana Sartawi. Dr Sartawi presented His Highness the Crown
Prince with his patent “Kuwait Stitch” invention used in sewing superficial
wounds. His Highness the Crown Prince commended the surgeon on his
effort, which contributed to the development of medical sciences in
Kuwait and abroad. His Highness Sheikh Mishal affirmed that the Kuwaiti
leadership would continue to support Kuwaiti youth in all fields to achieve
more development for the country. — KUNA

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: A major emergency response
effort in Kuwait is underway after several
areas around Kuwait were flooded fol-
lowing heavy rains that hit the country on
Tuesday. Meanwhile, citizens and resi-
dents are preparing for more heavy rains
in the coming days. Abdulrahman Al-
Fraih, Manager of Organic Agriculture
Department, told Kuwait Times the best
thing farmers can do is try to build up
their soil with microbes and strength the
bond, but once the rain hits and finds its
way, it’s hard to stop it.

He pointed out that as a farmer, he lost
lots of crops during heavy rains in past
years. “Heavy rains can be bad because
our soil is not strong, so mudslides and
erosion can happen. One year it rained
really hard and many farmers lost their
potatoes. Although rain is good for crops,
a large amount can cause problems. Also,
some farmers have a hardpan that is very
shallow. Hardpan is a very hard layer and
you need a machine or drill to break it, so
areas can have stagnant water, which can
cause fungus to form,” Fraih explained.

In 2018, the Kuwaiti compensation
committee revealed completed claims by
people that heavy rains destroyed their
belongings reached 761, including 181 for
property damage, 444 for vehicle damage
and 282 for furniture damage. Heavy rain
is a bad memory for citizen Saud Al-Enzi,
who suffered last winter when his house
and car were ruined. “I live in the house
that has a ground entrance. The low
entrance allowed rainwater in our lobby
and ruined all of our furniture, along with

destroying my car’s engine, which cost a
lot of money to repair,” he said.

Enzi wasn’t the only one who suffered
and lost things due to heavy rains. Many
citizens and expatriates lost belongings,
and their homes were flooded due to the
rain. In January, 58.61 mm of rain fell,
flooded streets and trapped people inside
homes and cars. It led to the flooding of
some buildings, schools, universities and
facilities, and many roads were closed. 

Alaa Nofal, who lost some furniture
last year due to heavy rains, affirmed he
prepared well this year in order to pro-

tect his properties and family. “I secured
and sealed the gaps beneath doors and
windows with foam blocks. I did the basic
preventive maintenance to prevent leaks
and protect my home from rain through-
out the upcoming months,” he said.

In 1997, heavy rain in Kuwait led to
the inundation of many residential areas
as a result of a mistake made by the min-
istry of public works in connecting the
sewage network, which led to the death
of more than seven people, and work
stopped in Kuwait City and suburbs for
several days.

Kuwait gears for emergency 
response amid heavy rains 
Farmers urged to build up soil with microbes 

KUWAIT: Motorists navigate amid heavy rainfall on Tuesday. A major emergency response effort
in Kuwait is underway after several areas around Kuwait were flooded following heavy rains
that hit the country on Tuesday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh 

Kuwaiti-funded 
school opens in 
Venezuela 
WASHINGTON: The Venezuelan Islamic
School which falls under the Venezuelan
Islamic Center opened at Venezuela’s cap-
ital, Caracas, funded by a Kuwaiti busi-
nessman under the supervision of Kuwait’s
Zakat House. The school will teach the
Arabic language, Islamic education and
the Venezuelan curriculum, and it is the
first Kuwaiti charitable work in Venezuela. 

The inauguration was attended by the
Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to
Venezuela, Nasser Al-Enezi, Head of the
Venezuelan Islamic Center, Baligh Saeed,
Vice President Omar Darwish, Director of
the Administrative Board of the Venezuelan
Islamic School, Kamel Muhammad, and
School Principal Daniel Abdel-Hadi, in addi-
tion to a large number of students and mem-
bers of the school’s educational staff. In a
speech he delivered on the occasion of the
inauguration, Ambassador Al-Enezi appre-
ciated the role played by the Kuwaiti Zakat
House in sponsoring these valuable projects
to serve the Arab community in Caracas. 

Al-Enezi expressed his great apprecia-

tion for the donation of a Kuwaiti busi-
nessman to this project, which is the first
Kuwaiti charitable work in Venezuela. For
his part, the Director of the Administrative
Authority, Kamel Muhammad, extended
his thanks and gratitude to the State of
Kuwait’s leadership, government and peo-
ple, as well as to all workers in the Kuwaiti
Zakat House for achieving this great
achievement in service to the people of the
Arab and Islamic community. 

The Venezuelan Islamic School is con-
cerned with teaching the Arabic language,
Islamic education and the Venezuelan cur-
riculum for more than 180 students in the
kindergarten, primary and secondary
stages. It is recognized by the Venezuelan
Ministry of Education and has a major role
in preserving the Arabic language and
Islamic values for the children of the Arab
and Islamic community in the capital,
Caracas. — KUNA

Ambassador of Kuwait to Venezuela Nasser Al-Enezi takes a group photo with some of the
officials during the inauguration ceremony. — KUNA

Kuwait’s support for
Somalia ‘in line with 
foreign policy’ 
CAIRO: Kuwait’s continued support for
Somalia is in line with the country’s for-
eign policy, which largely revolves around
the backing of humanitarian endeavors,
its ambassador to Egypt and permanent
envoy to the Arab League said on
Tuesday. Kuwait will “maintain” a steady
flow of aid for Somalia, which includes
loans and grants that aim to prop up
development projects in the Horn of
Africa nation, Ghanim Al-Ghanim told
high-level talks co-organized by the
Cairo-based bloc and the United Nations. 

Kuwaiti aid given to Mogadishu in
recent years was worth nearly $72 million,
which is in addition to its debt relief
efforts under the Heavily Indebted Poor
Countries (HIPC) initiative, added the
diplomat. On the talks in the Egyptian
capital, the Kuwaiti envoy underlined the
objective of “coordinating regional and
international efforts” in a bid to address
the worsening food crisis in Somalia,
describing the matter as an “unprece-
dented” crisis. 

Citing UN reports, which show the
grim reality that the situation in Somalia
is l ikely to get worse, he said it was
imperative to ramp up global cooperation
in order to ensure the impoverished
nation receives “short-term and urgent”
aid.” He went on to express hope that the
talks would yield positive results on the
ground, which will be instrumental in alle-
viating the plight of the Somalia people,
the diplomat emphasized. 

Famine looming 
Meanwhile, the Arab League chief, the

UN officials and representative of Somali

President warned on Tuesday that five
successive dry seasons raised the specter
of famine in Somalia. The Horn of Africa
country is on the verge of a sixth dry sea-
son, said Deputy Special Representative
of the UN Secretary-General and
Resident Humanitarian Coordinator for
Somalia Adam Abdelmoula. 

The successive dry seasons and cli-
mate change risk exacerbating the suffer-
ing of the Somali people, he told a high-
level conference on draught and famine in
Somalia, co-organized by the Arab
League and the United Nations in Cairo
and chaired by the League’s Secretary
General Ahmad Aboul-Gheit. The UN
official urged immediate intervention to
save lives before declaring a famine dis-
aster in the country, noting that nearly 7.6
million people were affected by draught
and some 2.4 million suffer disastrous lev-
els of food insecurity. 

In 2011, Somalia underwent a famine
disaster which claimed nearly half a mil-
lion lives, Abdelmoula recalled, noting
that recurrence of such crisis now could
raise the death toll due to the growth of
population over the last decade.
Humanitarian response requires $2.7 bil-
lion, he said, adding that just 65 percent
of the funds were available. On November
3, Abdelmoula appealed for allocation of
$17 million from the Somalia Humanitarian
Fund (SHF) to provide immediate assis-
tance to communities in areas at highest
risk of famine. 

On her part, Valerie N Guarnieri, the
WFP Deputy Executive Director for
Program and Policy Development,
stressed the need of ensuring easy
access to food, clean water, sanitation
and primary health services. She praised
the efforts of the Somali government to
facilitate the humanitarian action in col-
laboration with the World Food Program
and other local, regional and internation-
al aid agencies. Nearly 500,000 people

depend on food assistance as part of aid
package for remote areas in Somalia,
Guarnieri pointed out, reiterating the call
for more investment in agriculture to
ensure sustainable solutions to the food
insecurity crisis. 

On a similar note, Abdul-Hakim El-
Waer, FAO Assistant Director- General
and Regional Representative for the Near
East and North Africa, said Somalia is one
of the countries that bore the brunt of cli-
mate change. As of August 2022, 7.1 mil-
lion people cannot meet their daily food
requirements and require urgent humani-
tarian assistance, he said, noting that
more than 200,000 face catastrophic
hunger. According to estimates of the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization, 1.5
million children under five years suffer
from acute malnutrition, of who 386,000
face a high risk of disease and death. 

Meanwhile, Special Representative of
the Somali President for Humanitarian
Affairs and Draught Abdul-Rahman
Abdul-Shakour appealed for immediate
intervention to address the catastrophic
situation. The worsening famine and
draught crises could trigger a humanitari-
an disaster of a larger scale in Somalia, he
cautioned. Abdul-Shakour thanked the
Arab League for its quick response and
hosting the current conference pursuant
to the last month summit hosted by
Algeria. The League’s Secretary General
Ahmad Aboul-Gheit suggested “a new
approach to addressing the humanitarian
crisis in Somalia in the coming decade.” 

“Such kind of complicated disasters
requires unconventional way of thinking,
and effective and sustainable solutions, not
just sending food relief,” he said. Aboul-
Gheit highlighted the need of a compre-
hensive strategy focusing on investment in
the infrastructure to alleviate the impacts
of climate change and provide essential
services to the people in Somalia in the
short and long terms. —KUNA

Private oil sector
workers call for 
peaceful protest 
KUWAIT: The head of the volunteer
team for workers in the private oil
sector, Salem Al-Ajmi, announced that
a peaceful protest will be organized
on Monday morning in front of
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation in
Shuwaikh, with wide parliamentary
and union participation. “The volun-
teer team of workers in the private oil
sector had previously organized a sit-
in and several demonstrations to
demand the rights of 14,000 Kuwaitis
working in the private oil sector, and
the longest petition in the world was
signed, with a length of 150 meters,”
Al-Ajmi said.

“The peaceful protest on Monday
aims to deliver a message to HH the
Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, whom we
respect and appreciate, that the new

era inaugurated by HH the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad and HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad is based on justice and fair-
ness, which refuses to ignore the
rights of Kuwaiti citizens,” Ajmi
explained. Ajmi stressed more than
14,000 Kuwaiti citizens work in the
private oil sector and they do not get
any rights or privileges like their
counterparts in the government oil
sector, explaining at the same time
that the labor law in the oil sector is
equal for all workers in terms of rights
and duties. 

Ajmi appealed to the prime minis-
ter to intervene quickly to restore the
rights of the 14,000 Kuwaitis in the
private oil sector, so that this sector
does not turn away from the national
competencies of Kuwaiti youth. Ajmi
concluded by emphasizing that the
demonstration by workers in the pri-
vate oil sector is a peaceful message
to convey their voice and confirm they
will never neglect their rights, which
are protected by the Kuwaiti consti-
tution and labor laws in the oil sector.

16th GPCA
Forum kicks 
off in Riyadh 
RIYADH: The 16th Gulf Petrochemicals
and Chemicals Association (GPCA)
Forum commenced in Riyadh Tuesday
with the participation of a Kuwaiti dele-
gation headed by Deputy Prime
Minister and Oil Minister Dr Bader Al-
Mulla. This greatly significant forum
tackles issues related to petrochemical
industry to which Kuwait and many
other countries attach great importance,
Minister Al-Mulla told KUNA and
Kuwait TV on the sidelines of the forum. 

He added that the Kuwaiti govern-
ment’s plan of action is going to priori-
tize this industry. For his part, CEO of
the EQUATE Petrochemicals, a sub-
sidiary of the state-owned Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation, Nasser Al-
Dosari told KUNA and Kuwait TV that
the EQUATE is a founding member of
the association. 

The forum serves as platform for
exchanging expertise and discussing
the challenges facing the industry and
how to overcome them, he noted.
Hosted by the Saudi Basic Industries

Corporation (SABIC), this year’s forum
is held under the theme ‘Chemistry in
Action: Shaping a Sustainable Future.’
Earlier, Saudi Minister of Energy Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman Al-Saud inaugu-
rated the forum, taking place from 6-8
December in the Saudi capital. 

“The GCC is the land of opportunity,
the land of the ambitious and the home
of the determined,” he told delegates in
his inaugural address. The Gulf
Petrochemicals and Chemicals
Association (GPCA) represents the
downstream hydrocarbon industry in
the Arabian Gulf. Established in 2006,
the association voices the common
interests of more than 250 member
companies from the chemical and allied
industries, accounting for over 95 per-
cent of chemical output in the Arabian
Gulf region. 

The industry makes up the second
largest manufacturing sector in the
region, producing over $108 billion
worth of products a year. The associa-
tion supports the region’s petrochemical
and chemical industry through advoca-
cy, networking and thought leadership
initiatives that help member companies
to connect, share and advance knowl-
edge, contribute to international dia-
logue, and become prime influencers in
shaping the future of the global petro-
chemicals industry. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Deputy PM and Oil Minister Dr Bader Al-Mulla visits the Equate Petrochemical
Company’s pavilion. — KUNA photos

Saudi Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman visits the Equate Petrochemical
Company pavilion. 


