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Cavaliers trounce Lakers  
as ailing Davis sidelined

Mitchell scores 43 points to lift Cleveland Cavaliers
LOS ANGELES: Donovan Mitchell scored 43 
points to lead the Cleveland Cavaliers to a 116-102 
NBA victory on Tuesday over a Los Angeles 
Lakers team that clearly missed the firepower of 
ail ing Anthony Davis. Star center Davis had 
scored 99 points in the Lakers’ last two games, 
including a 55-point outburst in a victory over the 
Wizards in Washington on Sunday. 

However, he played just eight minutes in 
Cleveland before calling it a night with flu-like 
symptoms, and Mitchell and the Cavs took full 
advantage to improve their impressive home record 
to 11-1. LeBron James scored 21 points and pulled 
down 17 rebounds, but it wasn’t enough against the 
team where he started his NBA career in 2003, and 
that he led to a championship in 2016 when he 
returned after winning two titles with Miami. 

James was cheered when the Cavaliers played a 
tr ibute video during an early t ime out and 
Mitchell, who arrived in Cleveland via a trade from 
Utah in September, was struck by the moment. 
“It’s well-deserved,” Mitchell said. “He’s one of the 
greatest players of all time.” But James’s return 
trip to his native Ohio was overshadowed by the 
loss of Davis, who had averaged 34.2 points and 
15.4 rebounds over his past 10 games as the 
Lakers began to turn their season around. 

Lakers coach Darvin Ham said Davis wanted to 
“give it a go,” even as his symptoms, including a 
fever, worsened during the evening. Even without 
him, the Lakers managed to keep it close, trailing 
by five with less than five minutes to play. But 
Mitchell converted a three-point play to launch a 

10-0 Cavaliers scoring run. He came up with a 
steal and made a pair of free throws and Jarrett 
Allen’s steal on the Lakers’ next possession led to 
Caris LeVert’s fastbreak layup. 

Mitchell capped the run with a step-back 
three-pointer. By the end of the game the cheers 
of Cleveland fans were for him, not James. And 
despite his admiration for the Lakers star, Mitchell 
admitted he was happy to “spoil the homecom-
ing.” Allen returned for Cleveland after missing 
five games with a low back contusion and made a 
quick impact, scoring 22 of his 24 points in the 
first half. Darius Garland added 21 points and 
handed out 11 assists for the Cavs. 

 
Mavs edge Nuggets 

In Denver, 17 three-pointers and another 
triple-double gem from Luka Doncic were enough 
to lift the Dallas Mavericks to a 116-115 victory 
over the Nuggets. Doncic scored 22 points with 
10 rebounds and 12 assists and Tim Hardaway Jr. 
added 29 points, connecting on six of his eight 
three-point attempts. Hardaway’s layup with 4:07 
remaining put the Mavs up 111-101, but the 
Nuggets erased the 10-point deficit and took a 
one-point lead on Bruce Brown’s off-balance 
three-pointer with 37.9 seconds remaining. 

Dorian Finney-Smith responded with a three-
pointer off a feed from Doncic that put the 
Mavericks up for good with 17.3 seconds left. In 
Miami, Detroit forward Bojan Bogdanovic scored 
28 of his 31 points in the second half as the 
Pistons thumped the Heat 116-96. Heat guard 

Tyler Herro led all scorers with 34 points, but 21 
of those came in the first half and the Heat - with 
Jimmy Butler sidelined on the second night of a 

back-to-back as he manages a right knee injury 
- couldn’t find an answer as the Pistons pulled 
away late. —AFP

CHARLOTTESVILLE: Armaan Franklin #4 of the Virginia Cavaliers defends Tyree Ihenacho #2 of the James Madison Dukes 
in the second half during a game on December 6, 2022. —AFP

 

Battered Pakistan  
seek livelier pitch  
in the second Test  

 
MULTAN: Pakistan hope to get more life from the 
pitch when they take on England in the second Test in 
Multan starting Friday. England took full advantage of 
winning the toss - and their batting depth - to win the 
first Test by 74 runs Monday on a dead Rawalpindi 
wicket that offered nothing to the bowlers. Multan, 
however, despite not hosting a Test match for 16 years, 
could provide more spin if recent domestic matches are 
anything to go by. Pakistan skipper Babar Azam, who 
scored a century in Pakistan’s first innings in Rawalpindi, 
said he wanted something more lively. “We wanted a 
spin pitch (in Rawalpindi),” he told reporters. “I gave my 
input ... but unfortunately it was not what we planned.” 
Rawalpindi yielded 1,768 runs in four innings - the third 
most in Test history - with seven individual centuries 
and five 50s. But Multan helped spinners in the last first 
class match played there, with former Test spinner Yasir 
Shah taking five wickets in each innings. 

Still, leg-spinner Zahid Mahmood - who conceded a 
whopping 319 runs for his six wickets in the first test - 
may get the axe from the Pakistan selectors. Mohammad 
Nawaz and the uncapped Abrar Ahmed are vying for his 
spot. Fast bowler Hasan Ali will likely fill in for the injured 
Haris Rauf, himself a replacement for world-class pacer 
Shaheen Shah Afridi, who is out of the series. England 
will also make an injury change, with wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Ben Foakes likely coming in for Liam Livingstone, 
who is heading home for treatment on his knee. 

Regardless of the Multan surface, England skip-
per Ben Stokes has promised no end to “Bazball”, the 
brand of aggressive cricket coined from the nickname 
of head coach Brendon McCullum. “We’re going to 
play to win every game,” he said after Monday’s win 
- the seventh in eight Tests since the McCullum-
Stokes partnership took over in May. “It’s not always 
going to work, but if you’re brave enough and willing 
enough to go out and play in that way, if you lose a 
game, it’s still going to be entertaining.” The weather 
could also be a factor. Provincial authorities have 
issued a fog alert for the next few days, which could 
eat into playing time. 

Teams (from) Pakistan: Babar Azam (captain), 
Mohammad Rizwan, Imam-ul-Haq, Abdullah Shafique, 
Azhar Ali, Mohammad Ali, Faheem Ashraf, Mohammad 
Nawaz, Nauman Ali, Saud Shakeel, Zahid Mahmood, 
Mohammad Wasim Junior, Naseem Shah, Agha Salman, 
Sarfaraz Ahmed, Abrar Ahmed, Shan Masood. - England: 
Ben Stokes (captain), James Anderson, Harry Brook, Zak 
Crawley, Ben Duckett, Ben Foakes, Will Jacks, Keaton 
Jennings, Jack Leach, Jamie Overton, Ollie Pope, Ollie 
Robinson, Joe Root, Mark Wood, Rehan Ahmed. - 
Umpires: Marais Erasmus (RSA) and Aleem Dar (PAK); 
Tv umpire: Joel Wilson (WIS).  - Match referee: Andy 
Pycroft (ZIM).  —AFP

Ruthless England  
sack Jones ahead  
of Rugby WCup 

 
LONDON: England were left looking 
for a new head coach nine months out 
from next year’s World Cup after the 
Rugby Football Union announced 
Tuesday that Eddie Jones had been 
sacked. Veteran Australian boss Jones 
paid the price for presiding over 
England’s worst year since 2008, the 
team losing six out of 12 Tests, with 
five wins and a draw. He was the sec-
ond head coach to be fired in 24 hours 
after Wales replaced Wayne Pivac 
with predecessor Warren Gatland. 

Jones was contracted to take 
England through until the end of the 
2023 World Cup in France - he guided 
them to the 2019 final where they were 
beaten by South Africa - but the RFU 
has curtailed his seven-year reign. 
Steve Borthwick, the former England 
captain turned boss of Premiership 
champions Leicester, is the favorite to 
succeed Jones full time, having been a 

long-serving deputy to the 62-year-
old at both Japan and England. But the 
RFU said Tuesday forwards coach 
Richard Cockerill would take charge of 
England on an interim basis. 

 
‘Hard driving taskmaster’ 

Jones was proud of England’s 
achievements during his tenure, saying: 
“I am pleased with much that we have 
achieved as an England team and I look 
forward to watching the team’s per-
formance in the future.” RFU chief 
executive Bill Sweeney said: “It’s impor-
tant to recognise the huge contribution 
Eddie has made to English rugby, win-
ning three Six Nations, one Grand Slam 
and taking us to a World Cup final.” 

Jones’ future was in the balance 
following a recent Autumn series 
where a lone win over Japan and for-
tunate draw with New Zealand were 
bookended by defeats by Argentina 
and South Africa. The RFU then called 
in an anonymous panel to review the 
Autumn campaign - standard proce-
dure after all major series - but it was 
clear Jones’ job was on the line 
despite a 73 percent win rate as 
England coach. The panel’s findings 
paved the way for the RFU board to 

confirm Jones’ exit on Tuesday. 
But the governing body were tight-

lipped about Jones’ permanent 
replacement ahead of England’s Six 
Nations opener at home to Scotland 
on February 4, saying only that 
changes would be announced in the 
“near future”. 

 Their options have been reduced 

in recent days, with La Rochelle coach 
Ronan O’Gara, the former Ireland fly-
half, ruling himself out of the England 
running and Gatland rejoining Wales. 
Crusaders chief Scott Robertson is an 
alternative, but a lack of international 
experience and knowledge of the 
English game could count against the 
New Zealander. —AFP 

LONDON: A crowd cheers as England’s coach Eddie Jones (left) arrives for the Autumn 
International rugby union match between England and Japan in file photo.  —AFP

‘Quadgod’, others  
hunt Uno in ISU  
Grand Prix final 

 
TURIN: US teenager Ilia Malinin, who made histo-
ry after landing the first quad axel jump in competi-
tion, will be among a group of newcomers aiming to 
upset Japanese world figure skating champion 
Shoma Uno in the ISU Grand Prix final in Turin 
starting Thursday. Malinin, the 18-year-old reigning 
men’s world junior champion, pulled off the four-
and-one-half revolution leap-the most difficult quad 
jump-in the free skate at September’s US 
International Classic at Lake Placid, New York. 

Malinin, dubbed the ‘QuadGod’, went on to win 
Skate America, again with a quad axel jump, and 
topped the Finland leg of the Grand Prix series despite 
a niggling foot injury, to qualify for the elite six-skater 
Final with the highest score this season. The Grand 
Prix Final returns to Turin where it was staged in 2019.  
The two subsequent editions were cancelled because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The stakes are high for 
Uno who won his first world title in March having 
spent years in the shadows of stars Yuzuru Hanyu and 
Nathan Chen, who both bowed out after the Olympics. 

Uno finds himself in the unfamiliar role of being 

hunted as he seeks his first Grand Prix final gold 
after medaling four times. “Nathan Chen, Hanyu 
Yuzuru, I chased those guys for years,” said Uno. 
“It’s been a little awkward for me to be the world 
champion, being the target for everyone else. “I 
knew the time would come one day. But at the Japan 
Open, I went up against Ilia Malinin. And he was far 
more skilled than what I imagined. That thrilled me. 
“Someone like him drives me to work day in, day 
out. “He’s seven years younger than me but in sport, 
in competition, age doesn’t matter.” 

Uno, who  turns 25 next week, is the only one of 
the six-man men’s field to have competed in the 
Grand Prix final before. The Olympic silver medalist’s 
rivals also include three compatriots Sota Yamamoto, 
Shun Sato and Kao Miura, and Italy’s Daniel Grassl. 
In the women’s event, world champion Kaori 
Sakamoto of Japan is also up against five newcomers 
with the dominant Russians banned from competing 
in ISU events because of the war in Ukraine. 

Both Uno and Sakamoto will seek to lay the 
groundwork in Turin’s Palavela for their world title 
defenses at home in Saitama next year. Sakomoto, the 
Olympic bronze medallist, will be up against world sil-
ver medallist Loena Hendrickx of Belgium, fellow 
Japanese Mai Mihara, who won both Grand Prix 
events she entered this season, and Rinka Watanabe, 
winner of Skate Canada. World junior champion 
Isabeau Levito, a 15-year-old American, and South 
Korea’s Kim Yelim, 19, complete the women’s lineup. 

In pairs, all the teams will be first timers in the 
Grand Prix event, in the absence of the Russians 
and also the Chinese, who did not compete in the 
Grand Prix Series this year. World champions Alexa 
Knierim and Brandon Frazier face a tough challenge 
from Japan’s Riku Miura and Ryuichi Kihara. In ice 
dancing none of the Olympic medalists from 
February are competing this season. —AFP 

 Ilia Malinin of the USA

Nike splits with  
NBA star Irving  

 
LOS ANGELES: Kyrie Irving’s multi-
million dollar sponsorship deal with 
Nike is finished, the sportswear compa-
ny said Monday, after the basketball 
megastar became embroiled in an anti-
Semitism row. The tie-up, reportedly 
worth around $11 million to the athlete, 
was one of the largest in the sporting 
world, and its dissolution comes as 
companies increasingly face pressure 
over the views of their star signings. 
“Kyrie Irving is no longer a Nike ath-
lete,” a spokesman for the company told 
AFP in a one-line email. 

The sponsorship deal was thrown 
into doubt in October after the 
Brooklyn Nets’ point guard posted a 

link to the film “Hebrews to Negroes: 
Wake up Black America”-a 2018 film 
widely condemned for containing a 
range of anti-Semitic tropes. Despite 
pressure applied on him publicly by the 
NBA outfit, Irving refused to apologize, 
and was suspended for eight games, 
forfeiting millions of dollars in salary. In 
early November, Nike said it was sus-
pending its relationship with Irving, and 
was pulling the “Kyrie 8” shoe that had 
been due for release last month. 

Irving took to Twitter on Monday, 
replying to a journalist who wrote 
about the Nike rupture with a GIF of 
the words “Let the party begin”. Hours 
later, he also posted: “Anyone who has 
even spent their hard earned money on 
anything I have ever released, I consid-
er you FAMILY and we are forever 
connected. It’s time to show how pow-
erful we are as a community.” In the 
wake of his initial post, Irving was 

pulled from the Nets roster, with the 
team citing his “failure to disavow anti-
Semitism” either on social media or in 
meetings with reporters. 

In an interview several weeks later, he 
insisted he was not anti-Semitic. “I just 
really want to focus on the hurt that I 
caused or the impact that I made within 
the Jewish community, putting some 
type of threat, or assumed threat, on the 
Jewish community,” Irving told 
SportsNet New York. “I just want to 
apologize deeply for all my actions for 
the time that it has been since the post 
was first put up.” Irving, whose deal with 
the Nets is worth $37 million a year, did 
not play home games with the team for 
the first few months of 2022 because he 
is not vaccinated against COVID-19. 

New York City workplace rules at 
the time mandated vaccines for employ-
ees. The Nets initially said he would not 
be allowed back into the squad until he 

could play full time, but later relented 
and he was selected for road games. 
News of Irving’s split with Nike comes 
days after Kanye West doubled down 
on his fierce anti-Semitism, using a 
three-hour appearance on the InfoWars 
stream to proclaim his “love” of Nazis 
and his admiration for Adolf Hitler. 

West has seen several multi-million 
dollar sponsorship deals-including one 
with Adidas-evaporate as his com-
ments on Jewish people have become 
ever-more outlandish. West was 
accompanied on the show by Nick 
Fuentes, the white nationalist with 
whom he was hosted for dinner at Mar-
A-Lago by former president Donald 
Trump a week earlier. Trump’s tenure in 
the White House was marked by an 
increase in reports of racist attacks, and 
the open display of symbols of racial 
hatred, including amongst his own sup-
porters. —AFP

Kuwait’s shooting  
tournament starts  

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: The Late Sheikh 
Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah Shooting Tournament 
will kick off on Thursday at 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Olympic Shooting Complex. 
Shooters from the Club, 
National Guard, Bahrain and 
Kazakh federations are par-
ticipating in the Cup tourna-
ment. Kuwait Shooting 
Sport Club Assistant 
Secretary Eng Mohammad 
Al-Ghurba lauded the role of the Late Sheikh Ali Sabah 
Al-Salem in supporting the shooting community. 

Engineer Mohammad  
Al-Ghurba


