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Digital transformation holds  
key to combating corruption
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WCup uncharted territory 164

Xi meets Saudi leaders; 
$30 billion deals signed 

Saudi records bumper budget surplus, first in nearly a decade

Crown Prince, China president hold talks

RIYADH: This handout picture provided by the Saudi Royal Palace shows Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
(center right) meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping (center left), as Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman (right) looks on, in the capital Riyadh, on December 8, 2022. — AFP 

RIYADH: Chinese President Xi Jinping and Saudi 
Arabia’s powerful crown prince met on Thursday 
on an Arab outreach visit that has earned a rebuke 
from Washington, reaching deals in areas including 
energy and infrastructure. Agreements worth 
about $30 billion were being signed on Thursday, 
Saudi state media said, as China seeks to shore up 
its COVID-hit economy and as the Saudis, long-
term US allies, push to diversify their economic 
and political alliances. 

Xi and Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman, 

the 37-year-old de facto ruler of the world’s 
biggest oil exporter, met at Yamamah Palace in 
Riyadh, flanked by high-ranking officials wearing 
face masks, footage aired on state television 
showed. They oversaw the signing of energy 
agreements on hydrogen as well as a plan to “har-
monize” Saudi Arabia’s ambitious economic 
reform agenda, Vision 2030, with China’s trillion-
dollar Belt and Road Initiative, the official Saudi 
Press Agency said. 
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KUWAIT: Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) on 
Thursday announced the complete launch of 
Apple Pay services provided by Apple 
International by several Kuwait banks that ful-
filled all the legal and regulatory requirements. In 
a statement, the CBK expressed keenness to sup-
port and help develop easy and quick digital 
services to the public at the highest security 
standards that ensure protection of the customer 
banking information.  

CBK also added that in approved for Kuwaiti 
banks in 2019 to provide Apple Pay services in 
Kuwait in line with its endeavors to develop all 
digital services modes and encourage Apple 
International to fulfill the legal requirements of 
the other regulatory authorities. CBK pointed out 
that as of December 6 several Kuwaiti banks 
started providing Apple Pay, while the rest are in 
the process of launching the service soon, noting 
that Kuwaiti banks and Shared Electronic 
Services Company (K-Net) are conducting tests 
before launching the service to ensure the high-
est security and privacy standards.  

CBK has previously approved similar digital 
payment services that have been operating in the 
market for years, adding that with Apple Pay, the 
main global digital payment services are now 
present in Kuwait. — KUNA 

CBK: Apple Pay  
meets all legal 
requirements KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Defense Minister Sheikh Abdullah 

Ali Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah underscored the importance 
of the Pearl of the West 2022 drills in acquiring expert-
ise, developing skills and increasing efficiency, capacity 
and readiness of armed forces. Sheikh Abdullah on 
Thursday attended a ceremony to mark the end of the 
Pearl of the West 2022 exercise in the Al-Adira area, 
northwest of the country. 

He stressed the importance of cooperation, coordina-
tion and joint work between the Kuwaiti armed forces 
and the armed forces of countries, which would con-
tribute to carrying out various tasks, duties and joint mil-
itary exercises. Sheikh Abdullah commended the high 
morale and the outstanding  performance of the partici-
pants in the exercise, which echoes the level of readiness 
and field skill experienced by the armed forces with a 
unified military action system. — KUNA (See Page 3) 

Pearl of the West  
drills’ significance  
underscored

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti and French army forces take part in a joint drill code-named ‘Pearl of the West’, held at Al-
Udaira shooting range, 95 km northwest of Kuwait City, on December 8, 2022. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

NICOSIA: A person in the Cypriot capital Nicosia, checks a mobile phone on 
December 8, 2022, displaying a Tweet about the hanging by Iranian authori-
ties of Mohsen Shekari. — AFP 

PARIS: Iran carried out its first 
known execution Thursday over the 
protests that have shaken the regime 
since September, sparking an interna-
tional outcry and warnings from rights 
groups that more hangings are immi-
nent. Mohsen Shekari, 23, had been 
convicted and sentenced to death for 
blocking a street and wounding a 
paramilitary during the early phase of 
the protests, after a legal process 
denounced as a show trial by rights 

groups. 
At least a dozen other people are 

currently at risk of execution after 
being sentenced to hang over the 
protests in recent weeks, human 
rights groups warned. Demonstrations 
have swept Iran for nearly three 
months since Iranian Kurdish woman 
Mahsa Amini, 22, died after her arrest 
by the morality police in Tehran for an 
alleged breach of the country’s strict 
hijab dress code for women. 

The protests, described by the 
authorities as “riots”, are posing the 
biggest challenge to the Islamic 
republic since it was established fol-
lowing the ouster of the shah in 1979.  
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Outrage as Iran  
hangs protester

RIYADH: Representative of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah met Chinese President 
Xi Jinping at the latter’s residence in Riyadh on 
Thursday. During the meeting, His Highness the 
Crown Prince conveyed to President Xi the 

greetings of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.  

They discussed the deep-rooted friendship 
between the State of Kuwait and the People’s 
Republic of China and explored ways to boost 
cooperation in all fields, strengthen the strategic 
partnership and promote the welfare of both 
nations. They reviewed a range of regional and 
international issues of common concern and 
exchanged views on the agendas of the GCC-
China and the Arab-China summits being hosted 
by Riyadh.  

The cordial tone and atmosphere of the 
meeting reflected the depth of friendship and 
mutual understanding between both nations. The 
meeting gathered also Kuwait’s Minister of 
Finance and Minister of State for Economic and 
Investment Affairs Abdulwahab Al-Rushaid, 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, Chief of Staff of His Highness 
the Crown Prince’s Diwan Jamal Al-Thiyab, 
Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs Dept. at His 
Highness the Crown Prince’s Diwan Mazen Al-
Issa and Ambassador to China Sadeq Maarafi.  

His Highness the Crown Prince arrived on 
Thursday in Saudi Arabia to partake in the 43rd 
GCC Summit, the GCC-China Summit and the 
Arab-China Summit. — KUNA


