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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Defense Minister Sheikh Abdullah Ali Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah watches the shooting of live ammunition 
using a binoculars.  

KUWAIT: Sheikh Abdullah Ali Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah and Ambassador of France to Kuwait Claire Le Flecher with senior 
military leaders in the Kuwaiti army and KNG during the exercise on Thursday.  —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

“Education is a better safeguard of liberty than a standing 
army” - Edward Everett 

 

What do we want from education? What are the basis 
and strategies that organize it? Is there a tangible 
return for the exerted effort in this regard? 

Let us start first with the name of the concerned ministry 
— it is education ministry. So let us first pause at this name. 
Does the education ministry care in interpreting this responsi-
bility into reality? Did anyone feel that the ministry places the 
education duty as a top priority subject? This question is 
directed at everyone!  

Before getting into the details, we must look seriously into 
school curricula, its benefits and analyze what they produced.  
We also must look in general at the educational process 
through its progress. I hope that a realistic scientific standard 
can be used rather than the standard of the student’s success 
or failure based on the end of term tests which may be 
exposed to factors that may influence them, (and the smart 
person can understand by signal). 

The world is developing, and the means of education 
and evaluation are also developing. We still use plans that 
are there for decades and they were not proven successful 
up to 70 percent. 

Let us start with the most important on the scale and the 
rules of the education ministry. That is the most important ele-
ments of the formula (school/student/teacher). We will talk 
frankly here. What was improved in buildings and school prem-
ises for a long time? Did anything change? Rather is there any 
maintenance and continued development plans for those large 
and costly buildings? Is there a specialized productive depart-
ment that can carry out the roles of periodical maintenance and 
monitor the works related to maintenance. 

Before answering that, it may be pointed out that mainte-
nance and operation do not mean bringing in school custodians 
or cleaning labor.  Many know that even the issue of guarding 
and cleaning need separate columns. There is a clear laxity in 
maintenance, operation and preparing schools and their special-
ized administrations. And I think that the general view is sup-
posed to be reviewed in regards to these very important 
departments, to form, design and implement an ambitious plan 
that is able to get the best possible benefit. The issue only needs 
a sincere official, who could follow up and decide, that is all. 

As for the students, they suffer the most from the weakness 
of some teachers, or their laxity in presenting the subject and 
managing the school term, especially in some difficult subjects. 
This makes the student in need of some private tuitions, which 
is something that further burden parents as they pay large 
amounts of money for that. 

The solution is easy for who wants a solution. That is 
appointing qualified and sincere teachers. It needs continued 
follow-up for them and following students’ educational 
progress, in addition to security follow-up and decisive action if 
any teacher gives private tuitions in exchange of money. No 
doubt, the matter is difficult. And there is development in this 
matter through teaching online and even from outside the 
country. When intentions are true and the work is in dedication 
according to clear plans and strict decisions, there may be a 
realistic success. 

We must believe that bad intentions will not be prevented 
by good conscience rather it is stopped by a deterrent law.  

As for the teacher, the first thing is that the teacher must get 
a ‘teacher’s license’ to make sure about his/her ability to carry 
out the academic mission.  These days, higher education certifi-
cates are no longer a credible standard to judge a person’s 
competence. So it is important to make sure about the compe-
tence of the teacher in addition to motivating him/her morally, 
financially and practically. 

While talking about the previous formula, we will not 
ignore the importance of qualification of school administrations 
as well and provide them with what is necessary to carry out 
their duties at best. Also activate true supervision over school 
administration because it is the backbone.   

The above is just a broad outline of the topic and the details 
will be discussed in other writings in future.
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KUWAIT: During the exhibition ‘Our Media Role’ organized by 
Kuwait University.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Defense Minister Sheikh Abdullah 
Ali Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah underscored the importance 
of the Pearl of the West 2022 drills in acquiring expert-
ise, developing skills and increasing efficiency, capacity 
and readiness of armed forces. 

This was during the presence of Sheikh Abdullah 
Thursday at the end of the Pearl of the West 2022 exer-
cise in the Al-Adira area, northwest of the country, 
which is being implemented by the Kuwaiti Army and 
Kuwait National Guard (KNG) in cooperation with 
French armed forces, achieving a high degree of training 
for the participating military sectors, according to a 
statement by the Ministry of Defense (MoD). 

Sheikh Abdullah stressed the importance of cooper-
ation, coordination and joint work between the Kuwaiti 
armed forces and the armed forces of countries, which 
would contribute to carrying out various tasks, duties 

and joint military exercises. He commended the high 
morale and the outstanding performance of the partici-
pants in the exercise, which echoes the level of readi-
ness and field skill experienced by the armed forces 
with a unified military action system. 

He turned to Allah Almighty to protect the homeland 
from all harm and to maintain security, safety and stability 
under the wise leadership of His Highness the Amir and 
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. Upon his arrival at the exercise site, Sheikh 
Abdullah listened to a detailed explanation from the 
Director of the Pearl of the West 2022 exercise 
Brigadier General Raed Al-Sakran, during which he 
reviewed the scenario of the final exercise, the capabili-
ties of the forces participating in it, and the most crucial 

tactical positions. The attendees witnessed the final 
activities of the exercise, which included shooting live 
ammunition with various weapons, having a high-level 
of professionalism in performance and accuracy in 
implementation, which everyone approved. 

Sheikh Abdullah observed shooting with live ammu-
nition of the M1A2K tank of the ground force, where he 
expressed his happiness with the accuracy of hitting 
targets, reflecting competence and skills of the Kuwaiti 
army in dealing with various types of weapons and 
equipments. The final exercise was attended by Chief of 
the General Staff of the Army Lieutenant General Khalid 
Saleh Al-Sabah, MoD’s Undersecretary Abdullah 
Meshal Al-Sabah, Ambassador of France to Kuwait 
Claire Le Flecher, and several senior military leaders in 
the Kuwaiti army and KNG as well as armed forces of 
Bahrain, France and the US. —KUNA

Defense minister stresses significance  
of ‘Pearl of West’ drills in honing skills

Kuwait Army, National Guard hold joint exercises with French armed forces

KUWAIT: The Defense Minister talks to a military official as Ambassador Le Flecher 
looks on.

KUWAIT: Sheikh Abdullah, Lt General Khalid Saleh Al-Sabah, MoD’s Undersecretary 
Abdullah Meshal Al-Sabah, Ambassador of France to Kuwait Claire Le Flecher and 
other officials during the military exercise.

KUWAIT: A live-fire exercise going on as part of the Pearl of 
the West 2022 drills.

KUWAIT: Military personnel pose for a pic-
ture in front of a military tank.KUWAIT:  The Defense Minister takes a look at a M1A2K tank.

KU holds 3-day 
exhibition on  
‘Our Media Role’ 

 
KUWAIT: Social Affairs Ministry public relations 
department participated in a three-day exhibition titled 
‘Our Media Role’ organized by Kuwait University 
Exhibition in which many government and private enti-
ties participated. 

PR Director Ahmad Al-Enezi said the participation 
was as an implementation of council of ministers’ deci-
sion to activate the role of public relations in state enti-
ties and at the instructions of Social Affairs Minister Eng 
Mai Al-Baghli to be at par with the latest developments 
to present the best services for the public. 

Al-Enezi said that the exhibition was a major oppor-
tunity to introduce students and exhibition patrons to 
the services the ministry presents. He thanked Kuwait 
University for its invitation and the students who organ-
ized the event well.

KFH official  
sponsor of Winter  
Wonderland Kuwait 

 
KUWAIT:  Kuwait Finance House (KFH) participated 
in the launch announcement ceremony of Winter 
Wonderland Kuwait. Speaking at the ceremony, Group 
DGM - Public Relations and Media at KFH, Yousef Al-
Ruwaieh said: “KFH is pleased to be the official sponsor 
and strategic partner of Winter Wonderland Kuwait, 
which is one of the most important strategic projects 
implemented under the supervision of the Ministry of 
Finance and Kuwait Touristic Enterprises Company.” 

Al-Ruwaieh added: “KFH’s presence in this big event 
confirms its leadership in social responsibility and the 
comprehensive development. With this exclusive official 
sponsorship, KFH supports Kuwaiti enterprises partici-
pating in this project and sponsors initiatives that are of 
interest to the society as part of its strategy in supporting 

Kuwaiti businesses.” Driven by its prestigious position as 
one of the largest private sector entities in Kuwait, Al-
Ruwaieh pointed out that KFH has been at the forefront 
in contributing to supporting Winter Wonderland Kuwait, 
which reflects KFH’s commitment towards the community 
and its keenness to be a key player in the strategic initia-
tives implemented by the State. 

He said: “As a pioneer in enhancing its banking and 
customer experience, KFH will provide ATMs, and Point 
of Sales (POS) through electronic devices and channels 
in the location of the project, which is considered a 
major destination for families. The Winter Wonderland 
Kuwait project is located within an area of 100,000  
square meters, while linking Kuwaiti small businesses 
with the Corporate Banking Department at KFH and 
creating a new channel of communication with the 
young segment of society in a vital place that serves the 
bank’s strategy to support and provide the best services 
to the youth.” Al-Ruwaieh commended the efforts of the 
Ministry of Finance, Kuwait Touristic Enterprises 
Company, and all those in charge of the project, which 
was completed in record time, wishing continuous 
progress and prosperity for Kuwait.

KUWAIT: Yousef Al-Ruwaieh addresses a press conference.


