
ADELAIDE: Run machine Marnus Labuschagne
belted a third successive Test century and Travis
Head also made a ton Thursday as Australia seized
control on day one of the pink-ball second Test
against an injury-hit West Indies. Consistent number
three Labuschagne smacked 204 then 104 not out at
the first Test in Perth to overtake England’s Joe Root
this week as the world’s top-ranked Test batsman.

And he carried that form to Adelaide with a
patient unbeaten 120 to again torment the
Caribbean team, as the hosts amassed 330-3 by
stumps. The chanceless Head was not out 114,
relieved at converting to three figures after he was
out for 99 in the first Test. The visitors, who are
missing three first-choice bowlers, enjoyed some
success on a flat track that offered little for the fast
bowlers, removing David Warner (21), Usman
Khawaja (62), and captain Steve Smith for a duck.
Khawaja surpassed 1,000 Test runs for the year in
his knock, becoming only the third man in 2022 to
hit the landmark after Root and fellow Englishman
Jonny Bairstow, who have both played more
matches.

He departed lbw to debutant Devon Thomas, who
earned his first Test wicket. Like Labuschagne, Smith
smacked 200 in Perth but he only lasted eight balls,
caught and bowled by Jason Holder, while Warner
nicked Alzarri Joseph to wicketkeeper Joshua Da
Silva. The home side, who have won every day-night
Test they have contested, including six-from-six in
Adelaide, are looking to wrap up the two-match
series after winning the opener by 164 runs. Both
sides were without key players.

Australian pace spearheads Pat Cummins and
Josh Hazlewood were ruled out, with Scott Boland
and Michael Neser replacing them. Three West
Indian mainstays were also omitted injured, with all-
rounder Kyle Mayers joining fast bowlers Kemar

Roach and Jayden Seales on the sidelines. Anderson
Phillip, Marquino Mindley and Thomas started
instead, with the latter two on debut. But in another
setback, Mindley, who only arrived in Adelaide on
Tuesday after a dash from Jamaica, lasted just two
overs before limping off to have a scan for a ham-
string problem.

Their situation is so dire that former Test player
Omar Phillips, who was playing club cricket in

Australia, was rushed to Adelaide to serve as an
emergency fielder. On a fine but cool day, Smith won
the toss and batted, looking to build a big score.
Warner initially bided his time, but then unleashed in
the ninth over with three sumptuous fours off
Joseph. But, like in the first Test, the left-hander’s
desire for quick runs cost him. He was caught behind
by Da Silva after slashing at another wide Joseph
delivery and getting a nick.  — AFP 

News in brief

Chen outshines Yamaguchi 

BANGKOK: Top-ranked women’s singles star
Akane Yamaguchi suffered a shock defeat at the
season-ending Badminton World Tour Finals in
Bangkok on Thursday at the hands of Olympic
champion Chen Yufei. The Badminton World
Federation shifted the $1.5 million flagship event
to Bangkok’s Nimibutr Arena because tough
pandemic restrictions forced the tournament out
of Guangzhou in China. It was a vital win for
fourth-ranked Chen - who had a disappointing
opening round, losing to Indonesian rising star
Gregoria Mariska Tunjung on Wednesday. Chen
claimed the first game 21-19 but only after
Yamaguchi - who retained her world title in
August - saved three game points. 

Portugal deny walkout threat

DOHA: The Portuguese Football Federation
(FPF) on Thursday denied Cristiano Ronaldo
threatened to abandon the World Cup squad
after being benched against Switzerland. The
37-year-old striker was surprisingly dropped
for the last 16 clash on Tuesday, with his
replacement Goncalo Ramos netting a hat-trick
in the 6-1 victory. Ronaldo appeared from the
bench, but a report from Portuguese publication
Record said the striker had previously threat-
ened to leave in a tense conversation with coach
Fernando Santos. “The FPF clarifies that at no
time did the captain of the Selecao, Cristiano
Ronaldo, threaten to leave the national team
during the stay in Qatar,” said the federation. 

Dutch Grand Prix extended 

PARIS: The Dutch Grand Prix has been
extended through until 2025, Formula One
organisers announced Thursday. The new
agreement adds on two more races to the origi-
nal three-year contract, which began in 2021
when the Dutch Grand Prix returned to the cal-
endar for the first time since 1985. Held at the
seaside town of Zandvoort, the 2021 and 2022
events were both won by home hero and reign-
ing world champion Max Verstappen. “The
Dutch Grand Prix has quickly established itself
on the calendar as a fan favourite, bringing
incredible energy and a great fan experience
every year,” said Stefano Domenicali, president
and CEO of Formula 1. 

Tite defends celebrations

DOHA: Brazil coach Tite has hit back at criti-
cism of his players’ dancing goal celebrations in
their World Cup win over South Korea, dismiss-
ing suggestions they showed a lack of respect.
The tournament favorites produced some carni-
val football as they crushed the Koreans 4-1 on
Monday and celebrated their goals with chore-
ographed moves, while even Tite himself joined
in at one point. The celebrations divided opin-
ion outside Brazil and the dancing by Neymar
and his teammates has been one of the main
talking points going into Friday’s quarter-final
clash with Croatia in Doha. “This is not my
national team. It is the Brazilian national team
for which I have responsibility as coach,” Tite
said when asked about the celebrations at a
press conference on Thursday. 

Record $360m MLB deal 

NEW YORK: Superstar slugger Aaron Judge
has agreed to a Major League Baseball record
nine-year deal worth $360 million to return to
the New York Yankees, according to multiple
reports on Wednesday. The 30-year-old US
free agent outfielder, who smashed an
American League record 62 home runs last
season, had rejected a seven-year Yankees
offer worth $213.5 million before the 2022 cam-
paign. His new deal, according to ESPN and
MLB’s website plus multiple New York media
outlets, means Judge made $150 million by bet-
ting on himself in the 2022 campaign, when he
led MLB in homers, runs scored with 133 and
runs batted in with 131. Judge, who batted .311,
was named the 2022 American League Most
Valuable Player.   

Tennis chiefs slam ATP 

LONDON: British tennis chiefs said
Wednesday they were “disappointed” at being
fined $1 million by the Association of Tennis
Professionals (ATP) for banning Russian and
Belarusian players from their events. Following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the Lawn Tennis
Association (LTA) came under pressure from
the British government to impose a ban. Russian
and Belarusian players were eventually barred
from all five ATP tournaments staged by the
LTA, including the longstanding Queen’s Club
event in London. The All England Club, which
organizes Wimbledon, also banned them from
competing at this year’s edition of tennis’ oldest
Slam. — From AFP  

Head, Labuschagne slam centuries as 
Australia take charge against Windies
Labuschagne smacks 204; Head hits a ton

ADELAIDE: West Indies bowler Alzarri Joseph (right) bowls to Australia’s Marnus Labuschagne (center) on the
first day of the second cricket Test match between Australia and the West Indies on December 8, 2022. — AFP 
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Shooting 
tournament 
ends in style 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait
Shooting Sport Club
(KSSC) will conclude the
Late Sheikh Ali Sabah
Al-Salem Championship
Saturday with an award-
ing ceremony (at 3:30
pm). Shooters winning
top places in the 10m air
pistol and rifle and
Olympic archery will be
awarded. KSSC
Assistant treasurer Adnan Al-Ibrahim thanked,
on behalf of the shooting community, the
organizing committee for its efforts. He also
thanked the family of the Late Sheikh Ali
Sabah Al-Salem for their continued support. 

Al-Ibrahim was happy for the participation
of shooters from Kuwait, Bahrain and
Kazakshtan - making the number to reach 200.
Meanwhile Deputy Technical Director for
Pistol and Rifle Abdallah Barakat said the Cup
of Late Sheikh Ali Sabah Al-Salem is a dear
one for all those involved in shooting. He
expected the competitions to be hard.

Adnan Al-Ibrahim

Show Jumping 
Championship 
KUWAIT: Al-Sakeb Equestrian Sports Club will
organize its first Show Jumping Championship on
Friday (8:30 am) at Messila Equestrian Club in
Subhan area. Chairman of Al-Sakeb Club
Mohammad Al-Mailam said there is a major devel-
opment in Show Jumping lately due to the declara-
tion of several local clubs - adding that “Sakeb” was
the first horse of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). He
rode it during the battle of Uhud.

Chairman of Messila Club Bader Al-Mailam said
the championship is being held in partnership with
Sakeb Club, adding that he noticed the appearance
of new riders both male and female during local
championship, competing well in the beginners
rounds. Referees committee is headed by Nidhar
Al-Mostafa along with Raghad Al-Dabbous, Dalal
Al-Obaid and Lama Abdelal. Competitions will be at
70-90, 105, 115, 125 and 135cm heights.

Bader and Mohammad Al-Mailam

Ballance leaves 
Yorkshire amid 
racism row 
LONDON: Former  England batsman Gary
Ballance is to leave Yorkshire in search of a
“fresh start” following his part in the Azeem
Rafiq racism row that sent shock waves through
the English game. Ballance, 33, has agreed a
release from his Yorkshire deal but will  not
return to county cricket until 2024 at the earli-
est. The Zimbabwe-born left-hander, who rep-
resented England in 23 Tests and 16 one-day
internationals from 2013-2017, did not play for
the White Rose county last season, with his
career derailed by racism allegations and mental
health struggles.

He was named by Raf iq as  one of  the
Yorkshire team-mates who used racially discrim-
inatory language, something Ballance admitted to
and apologized for in a meeting between the for-
mer friends earlier this year. Ballance is also fac-
ing an England and Wales Cricket Board disre-
pute charge. He subsequently requested the final
two years of his Yorkshire contract to be can-
celled, with the Headingley-based club agreeing
on the understanding he would not play for a
rival English county in the 2023 season. “It has
been a privilege to play for this great club,” said
Ballance in a statement issued Wednesday.

“On a personal level, I have gone through a
challenging period - and after much discussion I
decided, together with my family, that it would be
right to make a change.” He added: “I asked the

club if it was willing to release me from my con-
tract, and I am grateful for its understanding as
we have reached agreement. “The support
Yorkshire has given me off the pitch over the past
year has been fantastic and I am appreciative of
the club’s help, but I hope that my decision will
mean that my career can have a fresh start.”

Yorkshire managing director Darren Gough
explained the club had “reluctantly” agreed to
Ballance’s request. “We are sad to see Gary go,
but he leaves with our best wishes,” Gough said.
“He has been a mainstay of our side for many
years , and a  superb batsman.”  The former
England fast  bowler added:  “As a c lub, we
recognise that the last 18 months have been dif-
ficult for Gary, for numerous reasons, and the
most important thing for him is to get better and
play again.” 

Rafiq, a 31-year-old former spinner, f irst
raised al legations of racism and bullying in
September 2020, related to his two spells at
Yorkshire, which eventually led to a mass clear-
out of senior boardroom figures and coaching
staff. Pakistan-born Rafiq, who said the abuse
helped curtail his career, recently revealed plans
to move overseas in the near future with his wife,
children and parents in order to protect his fami-
ly from further attacks.

English cricket discipl inary proceedings
against Yorkshire and seven individuals regarding
Rafiq’s treatment were due to take place last
month. But they have been delayed due to appeals
against any hearings being held in public. Rafiq
previously gave public testimony to a committee
of British lawmakers but that hearing, unlike any
convened by English cricket chiefs, was protected
by parliamentary privilege that prevents witnesses
from being sued. —AFP

Stormers tackle 
Clermont in Cup
JOHANNESBURG: Champions Cup newcomers
Stormers wil l  lack five regulars, including
Springboks Frans Malherbe, Marvin Orie and Evan
Roos, when they face “fearsome” Clermont in
France on Saturday. “When Clermont are at home
and on fire, they are really fearsome,” said Rugby
World Cup-winning former Springboks coach Jake
White, who spent several seasons in charge of
Montpellier. 

White now coaches Bulls, who will host another
French club, Challenge Cup title-holders Lyon, as
South African sides debut in the premier European
club competition. Stormers and South Africa prop
Steven Kitshoff agrees with White, telling AFP that
“when I played for Bordeaux-Begles it (Clermont)
was one of the toughest places to go”.

It will not help Stormers’ hopes of success that,
apart from prop Malherbe, lock Orie and No.8
Roos, they will also miss loose forwards Willie
Engelbrecht and Nama Xaba through injury.
Coach John Dobson, who guided the Cape Town
outfit to the United Rugby Championship (URC)
title last season, shrugged off the blows. “Making
our Champions Cup debut is a special occasion
and we want to do justice to our talents,” he said.
Dobson can call on three forwards who toured
Europe with South Africa last month-Kitshoff, lock
Salmaan Moerat and flanker Deon Fourie.

Out-of-favor Springboks hooker Joseph Dweba
is also in a 26-man squad and knows what to expect
in France having spent two seasons with Bordeaux.
While Stormers’ pack is depleted, they boast an
exciting backline, including Damian Willemse, one
of the finds of the 2022 Springbok season. In the
absence of injured fly-half Handre Pollard, Willemse

was the playmaker in narrow losses to Ireland and
France and convincing victories over Italy and
England. The 24-year-old can also play full-back,
inside centre, which some coaches consider his best
position, and on the wing.

Bulls look to Goosen 
With recently-capped Springbok Manie Libbok

the Stormers’ first-choice fly-half, Willemse could
start at full-back against Clermont. Another South
Africa versus France showdown pits Bulls against
Lyon in Pretoria. Bulls’ preparations have been
overshadowed by the disappearance of winger
Sibusiso Nkosi, who was found at the home of his
father on Monday after going missing for three
weeks. Nkosi, who has made 16 appearances for
the Springboks, blamed mental stress for his action,
which triggered a nationwide search by police.

Coach White is pinning his hopes of winning on
fly-half Johan Goosen, whose previous clubs
included Racing 92 and Montpellier. “If he can
play like he did against Cardiff with limited train-
ing time, we are excited about what Johan can do,”
said the coach after a 45-9 triumph over the Welsh
in the URC last weekend. Goosen spent most of
this year sidelined by injuries, which forced him
out of the Springboks tour to Europe. Sharks are
the only South African debutants not facing French
opponents this weekend-they host English club
Harlequins before playing in Bordeaux next Friday.

The Durban franchise fired coach Sean Everitt last
week after a 35-0 URC loss at home to Cardiff and
replaced him with their director of rugby and former
national sevens team coach Neil Powell. Powell has
won the approval of World Cup-winning Springboks
captain and flanker Siya Kolisi, who described the
coach as “an honest and direct man who gets stuck in
with the boys”. Kolisi is among six current
Springboks who could confront the Harlequins, but
prop Thomas du Toit misses out after being sent off
against England two weeks ago. — AFP 


