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Health minister affirms keenness 
on developing robotic surgery

Zain scoops 7 awards at Telecom 
Review Excellence Awards 20222 Kicking off with a blast, NBK Run 

celebrates its 28th anniversary13 Massive demand for last 
chance World Cup tickets 168

Crown Prince affirms GCC is a 
constant necessity amid crises

Amir’s Representative: Talks with China established approach for enhancing ties
RIYADH: Representative of HH the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, on Friday addressed the 43rd 
session of the Supreme Council of the 
Arabian Gulf Cooperation Council, 
stressing that the GCC’s existence is a 
“constant necessity”. The current ses-
sion is being held amid very sensitive 
conditions in the region and the world, 
“thus we need to be vigilant and cau-
tious; we rather ought to exert more 
efforts to bolster the march of our 
joint Gulf action for the council is the 
most important regional entity; an 
entity that succeeded in making a lot 
of accomplishments for its states’ 
people,” Sheikh Mishal said. 

The regular holding of the GCC 
summits and the ministerial commit-
tees’ meetings reflect resolve and 
determination to pursue and evolve 
the blessed march, he said, renewing 
the affirmation that “existence of this 

entity is a constant necessity”. The 
GCC has succeeded in attaining much 
of the aspirations of the council mem-
ber countries toward “reaching Gulf 
citizenship, accomplishing strategic 
and economic interests that are 
admirable, and there is a lot ahead 
that require more efforts to make 
accomplishments that will enable us 
to face regional and international 
changes,” HH the Amir’s 
Representative added. 

“On the basis of the council con-
stituent law, we affirm our everlasting 
keenness on maintaining security and 
stability of our states for the council 
states’ security is inseparable,” he 
stressed. He underlined necessity of 
cooperation with sisterly, friendly 
countries and international organiza-
tions to benefit from their expertise to 
“beef up our development potentials, 
safeguard our countries and people 
and spare them tensions.” 

Continued on Page 6 

RIYADH: (From left) Kuwaiti Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, 
Omani Deputy Prime Minister Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmoud Al-Said, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, Bahraini King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa, UAE Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Fujairah Sheikh Hamad bin Mohamed Al-
Sharqi and Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council Nayef Falah Al-Hajraf pose for a commemorative picture during the 
China-Arab Summit on Dec 9, 2022. — AFP (See Page 3) 

Zain Vice Chairman and Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi

KUWAIT: Zain Vice Chairman and 
Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi, while 
addressing employees, announced yet 
another first in the region - the 
appointment of a Chief Purpose 
Officer (CPO), a new position created 
for the fusion of the company’s pur-
pose and mission within all elements 
of its operation, reaffirming Zain’s val-

ues and commitments to improve the 
communities it operates in. The 
announcement came during a celebra-
tion of its diversity and inclusion 
achievements along with the launch of 
its new Diversity University. “A collec-
tive purpose towards a goal beyond 
ourselves elevates our aspirations,” 
Bader Al-Kharafi said. 

Bader Al-Kharafi reaffirms Zain’s 
values, names region’s first CPO

DUBAI: An advert inviting Emiratis to apply 
for a “sandwich maker” job has sparked a 
storm with citizens decrying purportedly 
humiliating attempts to provide employment - 
and authorities launching a probe. The UAE 
Public Prosecution office said Saturday it was 
opening an “immediate investigation” follow-
ing a “contentious” job advert and was even 
“interrogating the CEO of the business”. 

It didn’t specify the firm or CEO, but the 
statement came after the Kamal Osman 
Jamjoom Group - a retail giant - advertised 
the position at the Subway fast food chain tai-
lored specifically for Emirati nationals “to sup-
port the state’s efforts to localize jobs”. The 
vacancy announcement - later retracted - 
came ahead of a looming January deadline for 
private UAE-based companies with more than 
50 employees to ensure that two percent of 
their staff are UAE nationals, on pain of fines. 

“This is mockery,” one Twitter user said in 
response to the Subway vacancy. Another 
Twitter post shared by hundreds, read: “The 
lack of administrative, financial and technical 
jobs has led to ‘sandwich maker’....Oh, what an 
age!” Even Emirati academics were drawn into 
the conversation. “This post-oil transition peri-
od is proving difficult,” said Emirati researcher 
Mira Al-Hussein. Others, however, said there is 
no shame in such jobs, with one Emirati noting 
on Twitter that billionaire Jeff Bezos started 
out as a McDonald’s employee.  

Continued on Page 6 

‘Sandwich maker’ 
job ad for Emiratis 
sparks local fury

DOHA: The T-shirt on sale at Doha’s main 
market declares “Our blood is Arab”, and 
that is the mood buoying Morocco 
as it became the first Arab and 
African nation to reach a World 
Cup semifinal after Youssef 
En-Nesyri’s first-half goal 
sealed a tense 1-0 victory 
over Portugal on Saturday 
at Al Thumama Stadium. 

Cristiano Ronaldo has 
likely played his last 
World Cup match after 
making an ineffectual appear-
ance as a second-half substi-
tute, failing to score his first 
knockout-phase goal at the tour-
nament. But Ronaldo, 37, who 
had started a second consecutive 
match on the bench, equaled the 
men’s international world 
record of 196 selections set by 
Kuwait international Bader Al-Mutawa. 

Regional rivalries are being forgotten. Morocco’s 
red flag with a green star is becoming a best-seller  

Continued on Page 6 

Arabs unite, dare to 
dream as Morocco 
reaches semifinals

DOHA: Morocco’s players pose for pictures after qualifying for semifinals by defeating Portugal 1-0 in the Qatar 
2022 World Cup quarterfinal at Al-Thumama Stadium on Dec 10, 2022. (Inset) Morocco’s midfielder Sofiane 
Boufal celebrates with his mother after the win.—  AFP (See Page 16)
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From a jurisprudential perspective, it is
noticed that there is a serious contradiction
between the legislation related to regulat-

ing freedom of belief. It does not seem to those
who study Kuwaiti laws that there is a clear leg-
islative position that resolves the dimensions and
controls of an individual’s exercise of his free-
dom of belief. On the contrary, we find that free-
dom of belief succeeds in reaching the space of
expression once, but falls under legal accounta-
bility and criminal charges several times.

And due to the fact that this legal
vacuum/legislative deficiency exists, the law
jumps to penalize practitioners of this right, and
because there are no clear explanatory memo-
randums, resolutions and definitions that recog-
nize certain religions, or tackles the nature of
freedom of belief, or even a clear definition of
the practices of different sects and religions, the
intervention of the penal law comes without a
reference controlling this process and without a
constitutional basis. 

I see that this interference is misplaced and
contrary to the provisions of article 35 of the
constitution of Kuwait, which grants the freedom
of belief to everyone. Is it reasonable for a law to
regulate an inevitable and fateful issue such as
belief? Or determine what can be practiced and
what prevents its practice? If there were legal
provisions regulating this right, the penal law
would not have taken such an accidental stance.

Going back to the constitution of the state
which is the source of all rights and freedoms,
the legal vacuum is seen by a lack of laws and
executive resolutions that grants all religions the
right to establish worship houses, the right to
the judiciary with regards to personal and mari-
tal status or inheritance, or the right to have a
specialized department before the ministry of
justice which shall have the jurisdiction to view
their religious documents and apply the consti-
tutional principal to assist people in obtaining
their rights. 

Moreover, while the country adopted great
efforts to establish family courts, the depart-
ments functioning in this authority do not tackle
all religions or sects. Therefore, it is not surpris-
ing that the rest of the legislation in the legisla-
tive hierarchy follows a contradictory pattern, as
the text of the second article of the constitution
mentions that it is a civil state whose religion is
Islam. But combining secular and religious prin-
ciples leaves the implementation of this concept
with a huge ambiguity and leads to contradic-
tions. The laws must be transparent with the
people, either by choosing civil or religious con-
cepts, so that individuals can practice freedom
of belief without the fear of being chased by
criminal charges.

Is freedom of religion
guaranteed in Kuwait?

By Atyab Al-Shatti

Local@kuwaittimes.com

local spotlight

Health minister affirms keenness
on developing robotic surgery

MoH to support drug addicts on recovery path

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi
affirmed Saturday keenness on developing medical
services in the robotic surgery field to raise quality,
improve performance and reduce side effects. This
came in a statement made by Dr Awadhi on inaugurat-
ing the first conference of robotic surgery aiming to
support scientific progress, share expertise, develop
information and upgrade medical system.

The ministry carried out 800 robotic surgeries,
300 of which were performed during the last three
years, he said. He expressed his sincere appreciation
to the committee responsible for preparing and organ-
izing the conference, stressing the need to continue
scientific and knowledge development to serve the
country and citizens. 

Dr Suleiman Mazeedi, head of surgery department
at Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital, said in a statement that
surgical robotics is the future of microsurgery in the
world, indicating that Kuwait will have around 10 sur-
gical robots in the next five years due to their great
importance. Dr Mazeedi noted that the surgical robot
facilitates operations for the surgeon to reach some
parts of the body that are not easy to reach through
the regular endoscope. He said the robot also helps
perform operations that are not easy to be conducted
laparoscopically or even by opening. The conference
aims to gather all surgical specialties that use robots

with the aim of coordinating among surgeons, share
and transfer expertise, unify efforts and work to carry
out more robotic surgeries, he said.

Meanwhile, Dr Awadhi affirmed on Saturday the
ministry’s addiction treatment center employees’ keen-
ness to support drug addicts on their path of recovery.
This came in a statement by Dr Awadhi to KUNA
regarding a marathon organized by the addiction
treatment center dubbed ‘I Can’ with the participation
of the ministry of interior, National Guard, Central
Blood Bank and others. Dr Awadhi said the marathon
aims to highlight the role and involvement of those
recovering in society, noting the ministry is cooperat-
ing with authorities to resolve this problem. 

Addiction Treatment Center Director Adel A-Zayed
also stated to KUNA that the center is keen to ensure
addicts’ full recovery by psychologically and socially
supporting them, as their case is no less important
than spreading awareness regarding drug abuse dan-
gers. Col Ahmad Al-Duraie, the marathon official, said
in remarks to KUNA that the title of the marathon ‘I
Can’ sends a message to everyone that they can over-
come any difficulties, as the number of participants
indicates how strong the movement is. Duraie added
that the recovered are part of this society and that the
marathon is a reflection of their determination to reach
their goals. — KUNA 

Medical students
face mental health
issues at higher rate
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: A student’s performance might be ham-
pered by mental health issues that impair the degree
of their energy level, focus, mental ability and per-
formance. Research suggests that depression is asso-
ciated with lower grade point averages and that co-
occurring depression and anxiety can increase this
association.

Speaking to Kuwait Times, Mosaab Dhari, medical
student and founder of Medtalks platform for mental
health awareness, said medicine, as an academic field,
is perceived publicly as a taxing and long journey
into a lifestyle dedicated to helping others. While
there is some truth to this, there are issues that med-
ical students face throughout their studies that still
aren’t fully addressed.

“What causes mental stress in students is aca-
demic workload and lack of engagement in social
activities. Especially during exam time, the risk fac-
tors of stress and anxiety can be high. The lack of
balance between academic and social life causes
anxiety and depression among students,” Dhari said.
He pointed out major psychological problems that
students face in school are eating disorders, mood
disorders, depression and anxiety, in addition to
attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).

“Since I am a medical student, I see that several
medical students report mental distress with some
having suicidal thoughts or even suicide attempts.
Another major issue is the neglect and lack of proper
psychological and social support from colleges and
universities, which would have otherwise benefited
students who need immediate help or those with

financial hardships, that
make it harder to seek help
elsewhere,” Dhari indicated.

He revealed that stu-
dents in the medical field
report higher levels of psy-
chological distress than
their same-age peers
despite having similar or
healthier profiles than
peers at the outset of med-
ical school. Dhari said low-
cost therapy must be con-
sidered. “The most impor-
tant things affecting a per-

son’s mental health here in Kuwait are high prices of
psychological therapy. Students are also afraid to
visit mental health centers so as not to negatively
affect their career or education,” he said.

“Social bonds and close communities that we
have in the Arab world can have a lot of advantages;
however, in terms of mental health, some may fear
lack of confidentiality and privacy, which may lead to
a fear of judgment from family and friends. Even
though some important factors that psychological
service providers abide by confidentiality and pro-
fessionalism, not all patients know that, for which
more public health awareness is needed to tackle
such matters,” Dhari stated.

According to mental health research conducted
by the ‘National Alliance’, one in four students have
a diagnosable mental illness. A lot of pressure from
parents, stress from exams and the pressure of get-
ting good grades in university destroy the inner
peace of students. According to research, students
that are diagnosed with either anxiety or depression
among those aged 9-23 increased from 5.4 percent
in 2003 to 8 percent in 2007, 8.4 percent in 2011-
2012 and 11.6 percent in 2013-2020. The scale
relates to the four types of mental disorders among
students, such as tiredness or headaches, mood
swings or insomnia.

PAM emphasizes
rights of workers
KUWAIT: On the occasion
of the United Nations’ cele-
bration of International
Human Rights Day, Acting
Director of the Public
Authority of Manpower
Mubarak Al-Azmi stated:
“The competent sectors of
the authority are working to
implement the laws and deci-
sions in force in the field of
the authority’s competences
in an integrated manner as
intended by legislators in its
approval for the protection it provides, as well as to
protect the rights of all workers in Kuwait, which rep-
resents one of the pillars of human rights in general.

“The authority has taken serious steps towards a
shelter for expatriate men, similar to the existing cen-
ter for women, which provides legal protection as well
as health and psychological care to its residents. All
executive decisions issued by the authority provide
effective protection for workers in accordance with
the standards and regulations of the state, especially
with regards to their financial rights or their right to
transfer from one employer to another.”

Mubarak Al-Azmi

Diwan marks Int’l
Human Rights Day
KUWAIT: This year, the
world celebrates the annu-
al anniversary of Human
Rights Day, which falls on
Saturday, Dec 10, to honor
the day on which the
United Nations General
Assembly announced the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in 1948.

Human Rights Day is
celebrated this year under
the slogan “Dignity,
Freedom, and Justice for All”, Article 1 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights states: “All
human beings are born free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with reason and con-
science and should act towards one another in a
spirit of brotherhood.”

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
emphasizes on “Whereas recognition of the inher-
ent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of
all members of the human family is the foundation of
freedom, justice and peace in the world.”

On this occasion, the Chairman of the National
Diwan for Human Rights Jassem Al-Mubaraki stated
that Kuwait’s keenness to protect human rights and
freedoms derives from the provisions of the Kuwaiti
constitution, which is consistent with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, international treaties,
and our tolerant Islamic sharia. Mubaraki stressed
the interest of Kuwait in including human rights
issues and amending laws related to rights and free-
doms in the government plan of action 2022/2026,
as it was given priority to activate the role of the
National Diwan for Human Rights in defending
human rights and freedoms within a reference to the
Constitution and international initiatives.

Jassem Al-Mubaraki

Mosaab Dhari

KUNA to launch
anti-drugs drive
KUWAIT: Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) will
launch on Sunday its campaign against drugs,
themed “Drugs are your destruction” via its
news outlets addressing all segments of the soci-
ety, particularly the youth. KUNA Director
General Fatma Al-Salem said in a statement on
Saturday that the enlightenment campaign is in
line with KUNA’s role and advocacy of social
responsibility for immunizing the society and
enhancing awareness among youngsters regard-
ing drugs’ hazards. 

All state authorities and bodies, in addition to
private institutions, have been “waging a ferocious
war” against the scourge. Salem lauded a Cabinet
resolution issued in the end of October, launching
the national campaign for combating narcotics, in
line with guidelines by HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, for
the sake of protecting young citizens. — KUNA

Activating human
rights diwan in
Cabinet manifesto
KUWAIT: Kuwait devotes particular attention to
activating role of the National Diwan for Human
Rights for defending these basic rights, stipulating this
commitment in the Cabinet manifesto, the minister of
justice affirmed. Abdulaziz Al-Majed, also Minister of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and State Minister for
Nazaha, noted the significance of the diwan, for it is
an independent body that advocates human rights
and seeks to enhance them at the national level.

Speaking to journalists after visiting the diwan’s
headquarters, marking International Human Rights
Day on Dec 10, the minister revealed that the diwan
proposes amendments to legislations and files reports
and recommendations to relevant state authorities
regarding the human rights status in the country. He
stressed on the necessity that the diwan practice its
jurisdictions with respect of receiving complaints,
monitoring human rights abuses, seeking facts about
cases and coordinating with the concerned parties. 

The diwan personnel guide protestors how to pro-
ceed with legal action and help them in the proceed-
ings and settlements with the relevant authorities, in
line with the state’s commitment to maintain citizens’
human rights and freedoms, Majed affirmed. He cited
the Kuwaiti constitution that guarantees people jus-

tice, freedom and equality. All
the people of Kuwait are
equal under the law with
respect of rights and public
duties - there is no gender,
origin, linguistic or religious
indiscrimination and the
Kuwait constitution guaran-
tees much of the rights and
freedoms, provided their
practice does not breach
public order and decency.

The minister of justice affirmed Kuwait’s adher-
ence to international pledges at this level, noting that
Kuwait had joined international human rights treaties.
Kuwait at the time of joining the international conven-
tions had expressed reservations on issues that con-
tradict its social values and this had been clear in the
explanatory declarations that guaranteed Kuwait’s
implementation of its legislations. Kuwait’s deterrent
penalties such as execution do not contradict its
adherence to international conventions, in line with
the universal declaration of civil and political rights
that allowed execution for most dangerous crimes. 

Human Rights Day is observed by the internation-
al community every year on Dec 10. It commemo-
rates the day in 1948 the United Nations General
Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. The formal inception of Human Rights
Day dates from 1950, after the Assembly passed res-
olution 423 (V) inviting all states and interested
organizations to adopt 10 December of each year as
Human Rights Day. —KUNA 

Abdulaziz Al-Majed



RIYADH: The Supreme Council of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) on Friday hoped that the
Gulf-Chinese summit, and Arab-Chinese summit for
cooperation and development would contribute to pro-
moting cooperation and strategic partnership. In a con-
cluding statement adopted at the wrapping-up of its
43rd session, the council lauded the outcomes of the
Gulf-US summit held in Jeddah on July 16, Jeddah sum-
mit for security and development between the GCC,
Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and the US.

The Supreme Council stressed on Friday that Iraq
should commit to respecting Kuwait’s sovereignty, along
with international resolutions and agreements, specifically
UN Security Council (UNSC) resolution no. 833 regard-
ing border demarcation. In the final communique, the
council also emphasized that Iraq should abide by the
UN-deposited Khor Abdullah agreement, which regulates
maritime navigation in the bay between Kuwait and Iraq.

It also called on Iraq to complete the demarcation of
maritime borders with Kuwait beyond mark no. 162, while
categorically rejecting any encroachment upon Kuwait’s
sovereignty and supporting Kuwait’s right to respond in
line with legal channels, according to the statement. The
council further reaffirmed support for UNSC resolution
no. 2107 (2013) for sending the files of prisoners of war,
missing persons and properties as well as national
archives to the United Nations Assistance Mission for
Iraq (UNAMI). It hoped that Iraq would maintain coop-
eration in order to attain progress in all files, while urging
Iraq and the UN to exert maximum efforts to resolve
these dossiers, according to the statement. 

The Supreme Council hailed the significance of
Bahrain’s parliamentary and municipal elections to
boosting political gains, protecting achievements and
bolstering progress and prosperity in the kingdom. It
also spoke highly of Kuwait’s declaration of the year

2050 as a date for attaining carbon neutrality in both oil
and gas sectors and the year 2060 as a date for carbon
neutrality nationwide. The council, further, commended
Oman’s declaration of the year 2050 as a date for
achieving net zero carbon, while welcoming Qatar’s host-
ing of the second part of the Fifth United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC5)
due on March 5-9.

Furthermore, it appreciated Qatar’s success in hosting
the FIFA’s 2022 World Cup and its positive impacts on
human heritage and civilizational, cultural and intellectual
rapprochement among all world peoples, but slammed
tendinous media campaigns against Qatar in this regard.
The council reiterated support for the OPEC+ alliance’s
recent decisions aiming at ensuring balanced oil markets
and promoting public prosperity in the region and the

entire world, as well as boosting global economy.
Moreover, it underlined the full, accurate and continu-

ing implementation of Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud’s vision for completing joint economic unity,
defensive and security systems and coordinating stances
to ensure Gulf solidarity and stability, maintain Gulf
interests and fulfill public expectations. The council
approved a set of laws on uniform Gulf industrial regula-
tion, transportation and management of genetic food and
agricultural resources. The general framework of the
GCC’s joint strategic media cooperation plan for 2023-
2030, and the GCC member countries’ urban heritage
preservation charter, were adopted during the 43rd ses-
sion of the council, according to the statement. 

It also underscored that it is necessary to adopt the
core pillars of energy transitions involving energy securi-

ty, economic development and climate change by means
of running sustainable investment in hydrocarbon
sources in order to maintain global energy markets. It
stressed the significance of promoting joint cooperation
and coordination for bolstering the member states’
efforts and initiatives regarding energy transitions, cli-
mate change and exchange of expertise under the
umbrella of the Middle East Green Initiative.

The council directed the immediate completion of free
trade agreement negotiations based on the members’
priorities for strengthening the Gulf bloc’s relations with
other countries and international blocs. In conclusion, the
council voiced much appreciation to all efforts exerted
by all Gulf agencies to fight drugs and monitor criminal
phenomena and social media abuse in drug smuggling
operations.  — KUNA 
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Council hopes Gulf, Arab-China
summits bolster cooperative ties 

GCC calls on Iraq to commit to sovereignty of Kuwait

Crown Prince meets
Tunisian President,
Lebanese Premier
RIYADH: Representative of HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, received
on Friday Tunisian President Kais Saied at his guests’
residence in Riyadh. HH Sheikh Mishal conveyed greet-
ings from HH the Amir to the Tunisian president during
their meeting. The two sides discussed developing
bilateral relations and joint work. They also discussed
topics of mutual concern and other issues related to the
Arab-Chinese summit held in Riyadh. HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal also received Lebanese Prime
Minister Najib Mikati at his residence in Riyadh on
Friday. The two sides discussed bilateral ties and joint
work, as well as topics of mutual concern. — KUNA 

RIYADH: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives
Tunisian President Kais Saied. 

RIYADH: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives
Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati.

Arab-China leaders
agree to broaden
partnership 
RIYADH: Arab and Chinese leaders agreed on Friday
at the conclusion of their first summit in Riyadh on
strengthening strategic partnership in all domains for a
better future for their nations. “We confirm our com-
mon keenness to strengthen the strategic partnership
between the Arab countries and the People’s Republic
of China based on comprehensive cooperation and
common development for a better future,” read the
final statement of the summit. The leaders also voiced
readiness to deepen Arab-Chinese cooperation in vari-
ous fields through existing mechanisms within the
framework of the Arab-China Cooperation Forum.

On the Palestinian issue, the leaders called for find-
ing a just and lasting solution to it based on the two-
state solution, through ending the Zionist occupation
and establishing an independent Palestinian state on
the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem its capital. They
criticized the illegal Zionist settlements in the occupied
Palestinian and Arab territories. They expressed
appreciation of the four-point plan put forward by
Chinese President Xi Jinping to solve the Palestinian
cause. They appreciated the Chinese endeavors to
contribute to the spread of international peace and
development, including the high-level dialogue for
global development through the global security and
global development initiatives. 

The summit statement reiterated firm commitment
of the Arab countries to the principle of one China,
their support for the People’s Republic of China’s
efforts to preserve its sovereignty and territorial
integrity, reaffirming that Taiwan is an integral part of
Chinese territory, rejecting Taiwan’s “independence” in
all its forms. “And supporting the Chinese position in
the Hong Kong file and supporting the People’s

Republic of China’s efforts to maintain national securi-
ty and develop and perfect democracy in Hong Kong
within the framework of one country, two systems. And
appreciating the important efforts made to care for
minorities on both the Arab and Chinese sides,” added
the statement.

They affirmed the importance of concerted regional
and international efforts to find political solutions to
regional crises and issues in accordance with the res-
olutions of international legitimacy and relevant
agreements and references, especially the crises in
Syria, Libya and Yemen, and emphasizing the need to
preserve the unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity
of these countries, while emphasizing the rejection of
interference in foreign affairs in these countries.

They underlined the need for joint action to con-
front terrorist and extremist organizations that oper-
ate on their lands, and support the efforts made by
Lebanon, Somalia and Sudan to achieve security, sta-
bility, development, prosperity, and combat terrorism,
and support the efforts of the United Nations and the
League of Arab States in this regard.

The Chinese side affirmed its support for the Arab
countries to solve security issues in the region
through solidarity and cooperation, and its support for

the Arab peoples to explore their own development
paths with their independent will. The leaders voiced
support for efforts to find a political solution to the
Ukrainian crisis in a way that guarantees the funda-
mental interests of all parties. They also backed the
international efforts within the framework of the
United Nations to combat climate change, including
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change and the Paris Agreement within its framework,
and supporting initiatives aimed at achieving green
development, including Saudi Arabia’s Green Middle
East initiative and China’s Green Silk Road initiative.

They emphasized the importance of the interna-
tional community avoiding excluding major energy
sources or neglecting investment in them, which leads
to challenges in energy markets and an unequal
impact, especially on developing societies and coun-
tries, with the need to adopt a “balanced approach”
policy to promote global economic growth, which is
closely linked to energy security and availability by
taking advantage of various energy sources, and
applying circular carbon economy solutions to reach
zero neutrality and build sustainable communities.

The leaders took note of the Cooperation Initiative
between the League of Arab States and China on data

security jointly issued by the General Secretariat of the
League of Arab States and the Chinese side, and keen
to seize this opportunity to continue deepening coop-
eration and pushing together for global cyberspace
governance. They backed efforts aimed at preventing
the spread of nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction, in accordance with the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) as the
cornerstone of the international system for non-prolif-
eration, and stressing the importance of freeing the
Middle East from weapons of mass destruction.

They eyed closer cooperation to combat terrorism,
condemning terrorism in all its forms, images and
motives, and the need to combat it and not link it to
any race, religion, nationality or civilization, uprooting
its roots and drying up its sources, in addition to
rejecting “double standards” in combating terrorism.
They called for promoting dialogue among civiliza-
tions and respecting different cultures, rejecting
claims of hatred, extremism and clash of civilizations
between followers of religions and cultures, emphasiz-
ing opposition to Islamophobia in all its forms. They
emphasized the importance of consolidating Arab-
Chinese friendship at the popular level in various cul-
tural, sports, tourism and media fields. — KUNA 

RIYADH: Gulf leaders pose for a group photo during the GCC Summit. —KUNA

RIYADH: Leaders of the China-Arab Summit pose for a group picture at King Abdulaziz International Convention Center on Dec 9, 2022. — AFP 

GCC, China urge 
non-proliferation
of WMDs in Gulf
RIYADH: The GCC and Chinese leaders on Friday
stressed the need to support the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and prevent the prolif-
eration of weapons of mass destruction in the GCC
region. This came in the final communique of the GCC-
Chinese summit held in the Saudi capital Riyadh on
Friday, calling for ensuring the peaceful nature of the
Iranian nuclear program in order to preserve regional
and international security and stability. They reaffirmed
the call on Iran to fully cooperate with the International
Atomic Energy Agency, according to the statement car-
ried by the Saudi Press Agency (SPA).

They also stressed the need for relations between the
GCC states and Iran to be based on following the prin-

ciple of good neighborliness and non-interference in
internal affairs, respect for the independence, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of states and resolving
disputes by peaceful means. They affirmed their support
for all peaceful efforts, including the initiative and
endeavors of the United Arab Emirates to reach a
peaceful solution to the issue of the three islands -
Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb and Abu Musa - through
bilateral negotiations in accordance with) the rules of
international law, and to resolve this issue in accordance
with international legitimacy. 

They stressed the need to reach a just solution to the
Palestinian cause on the basis of the two-state solution,
in accordance with relevant United Nations resolutions
and the Arab Peace Initiative, and the establishment of
an independent Palestinian state on the 1967 borders,
with East Jerusalem as its capital. The GCC and Chinese
leaders affirmed their support for the Presidential
Leadership Council in Yemen, headed by President Dr
Rashad Al-Alimi, expressing their hope to reach a politi-
cal solution in accordance with the GCC initiative and
its executive mechanism, the outcomes of the Yemeni

National Dialogue Conference (NDC) and Security
Council resolution 2216.

They condemned all terrorist attacks launched by the
Houthi militia on civilian targets in Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Yemen and in the waterways and international
shipping routes. The leaders affirmed their full support
for Iraq’s sovereignty, security, stability, development
and prosperity, and for its efforts in combating terror-
ism, while calling for intensifying efforts to reach a polit-
ical solution to the Syrian crisis. They affirmed their
positions in support of all international efforts aimed at
finding a political solution to end the crisis in Ukraine, in
accordance with international law and the Charter of the
United Nations, in order to achieve protection of lives
and property, and to preserve regional and international
security and stability.

The leaders agreed to strengthen the existing strate-
gic partnership between the GCC and China, and
emphasized pushing it towards new horizons in various
political, economic and cultural fields, and approved the
joint action plan for the coming period (2023-2027) to
achieve this. They directed the continuation of the strate-

gic dialogue between the two sides at all levels to dis-
cuss issues of common concern and coordinate positions
on them, support international economic recovery
efforts, address the negative economic effects of the
coronavirus pandemic and other challenges, work to
ensure flexibility of supply chains, security of food and
energy supplies, and advance building cooperation rela-
tions in developing clean energy sources and technolo-
gies, assisting countries most in need and contributing to
meeting their humanitarian needs.

The GCC-Chinese leaders emphasized the impor-
tance of mutual support in order to achieve the common
interests of both sides, as China supports the efforts of
the GCC states to preserve its sovereignty and territori-
al integrity, maintain its security and stability, and
achieve integrated development. They stressed the
importance of continuing to deepen cooperation
between the two sides in the fields of energy, trade,
investment, finance, industry, advanced technology,
space and health, in the common interest of both sides,
including completing free trade negotiations between
them as soon as possible. — KUNA 



KUWAIT: Two hundred male and female students
were awarded after memorizing parts of the Holy
Quran in the closing competition of Dar Al-Othman
under the presence of Director General of Minors’
Affairs Authority Hamad Al-Barjas as well as repre-
sentatives of the special education department at
the education ministry.

“The competition included the participation of
1,000 contestants with special needs. It is consid-
ered a great achievement, and we appreciate the
role played by the committee of trustees for man-

agement and development in establishing and
implementing charitable projects inside and outside
Kuwait,” Barjas said.

Adnan Al-Othman, representative of the trustees
committee, expressed his great pride in holding the
Holy Quran Memorization Competition for the fifth
year, which contributed to motivating the partici-
pants from the special needs category in coopera-
tion with the education ministry and private educa-
tion department.

“The competition aims to encourage people with

special needs to turn to the Holy Quran in memo-
rization, understanding, performance and contem-
plation, which would fuel the spirit of honorable
competition in good faith,” Othman said. “I would
like to thank Zakat House, which supervises charita-
ble projects, and the distinguished community for
advancing this competition, as well as the depart-
ment of special education at the ministry of educa-
tion for their effective role, and everyone who con-
tributed and made this competition a success,” he
added.
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A helicopter flies over Kuwait City. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Dar Al-Othman awards winners
of Holy Quran memorizing contest

PHFS hands gifts
to kids; woman
embraces Islam
KUWAIT: Within the framework of social and edu-
cational efforts by the Patients Helping Fund
Society, and on the occasion of the onset of winter,
the awareness and guidance department at the
preaching section of the association distributed
gifts to pediatric patients in several hospitals, as
part of its program ‘Your Joy is Our Goal’.

The efforts of the preachers of the awareness and
guidance department in the society resulted in the
conversion of a patient’s Indian female companion to
Islam, at the Kuwait Cancer Control Center. The
conversion took place in the presence of preacher
Amina Omar and head of the preachers’ department
Iman Saad, who taught her the two testimonies
which formally and officially admitted her to Islam. 

Australian University
organizes annual blood 
donation campaign
KUWAIT: Continuing its efforts towards social
responsibility, the Australian University-Kuwait
organized its fifth annual blood donation campaign
under the slogan ‘With your blood, life flows’ at its
campus for three days. The first and second days
were for staff and students at the university. On the
third day, parents donated to increase participation
as well as to give social opportunities for those
intending to donate.

The event was planned by the health and safety

department at the university with the help of stu-
dents who volunteered to participate in organizing
the event and register donators. This was done
under the supervision of the head of the department
Mariam Al-Maraghi. The campaign gained an edu-
cational benefit on top of its humanitarian benefit,
as donators were given information about health
principles and the benefits of donating blood
through brochures that were distributed.

“The organization of the campaign with the par-
ticipation of students gave them the opportunities
to learn skills relating to self-reliability and handling
clients. We believe in the value of students as an
inseparable part of the learning organization, which
entitles us to instill the passion of giving and
humanitarian belief towards their siblings in human-
ity,” Maraghi said, shedding the light on the positive
effects of the campaign.

Han-Kut Cultural
Diwaniya meets
KUWAIT: The Embassy of the Republic of Korea
to Kuwait held a commemorative reception at
Jumeirah Hotel on Dec 6 to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of the establishment of Han-Kut
Cultural Diwaniya. Han-Kut Cultural Diwaniya, a
group of people who love Korean culture and enjoy
it together in Kuwait, has served as a window to

encounter Korean culture in Kuwait at various cul-
tural events held by the embassy since launched
with a founding meeting on Feb 1, 2012. 

Now it has grown to more than 1,000 online
members of various nationalities residing in Kuwait
and is actively engaged in cultural exchanges
between Korea and Kuwait. Ambassador Jeong
Byung-ha expressed his gratitude to all members,
including Honorary President Sheikha Al-Anour Al-
Sabah and President Monya Eidan, who have
devoted themselves to the development of Han-Kut
Cultural Diwaniya since its foundation. 
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KENNESAW: Georgia Republican Senate candidate Herschel Walker speaks as (left to right) Republican National Committeewoman for Georgia Ginger Howard, Republican National Committee Chair Ronna McDaniel, Walker’s wife Julie Blanchard 
and former US Ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley listen during a campaign rally in Kennesaw, Georgia.  —AFP

WASHINGTON: Having launched a new bid for the 
White House, Donald Trump has not been met with the 
energy he had been hoping for. Quite the opposite, in 
fact. “In all, it has been a truly terrible launch of a pres-
idential campaign,” said Lara Brown, political science 
professor at George Washington University, noting 
that the one-term former US president has stumbled 
through “one scandal after another.” Having hoped to 
ride a Republican “red wave” in the midterm elections 
last month, Trump instead found himself high and dry 
after most of the noteworthy candidates he backed 
were defeated. 

Spurned by conservative heavyweights, the former 
president once again found himself the target of 
intense criticism last month after dining with rapper 
Kanye West, who has been accused of anti-Semitism, 
and a white supremacist. Many Republicans who had 
long been fearful of incurring their leader’s wrath now 
piled their scorn on the real estate mogul, calling the 
dinner “ridiculous,” “disgusting” and “scandalous.” 

Their efforts to distance themselves from the for-
mer president accelerated further when Trump - who 

falsely claims he won the 2020 election - issued calls 
to abandon the US Constitution. And the point was 
driven home yet again Tuesday, when one of Trump’s 
most famous protege candidates, former American 
football player Herschel Walker, lost a bid for a 
Senate seat in the state of Georgia. “Trump has also 
had a number of high-profile donors publicly state 
that they are not interested in supporting his 2024 
campaign,” Brown told AFP. 

The bil l ionaire, known for his inflammatory 
speeches to rallies of red-hatted supporters, has not 
held any campaign event outside his residence at the 
Mar-a-Lago golf club in Florida since declaring his 
candidacy in November. And while the 76-year-old 
has always thrived on political controversy, he is now 
the subject of myriad criminal and civil investigations, 
from his handling of classified documents to his finan-
cial affairs in New York. 

 
Assault on the Capitol 

Trump’s real troubles are likely only just begin-
ning. For more than a year, the content ious 

Republican has been under investigation over alle-
gations of exerting pressure on Georgia state offi-
cials during the 2020 presidential election, which 
could lead to an indictment. And a Congressional 
committee investigating his responsibility for the 
attack by his supporters at the US Capitol on 
January 6, 2021, is set to release a voluminous 
report in the coming weeks. 

The panel has already indicated that it would rec-
ommend indictments, without specifying who could 
be targeted. The decision of whether or not to 
charge the former president will ultimately rest with 
Attorney General Merrick Garland, who in mid-
November appointed a special prosecutor to inde-
pendently investigate Trump. The courts have 
already found his family business guilty of tax eva-
sion, a blow for the ex-businessman, although he 
himself has not been tried. 

 
Hard core 

But with the 2024 presidential election nearly two 
whole years away, Trump still has plenty of time to 

stage a comeback. When he was abandoned by some 
in the conservative movement after the Capitol riot, 
the former leader managed within a few months to 
regain almost total control of the party. Trump’s 
political demise has been predicted over and over 
again, but so far he has survived. The more scandals 
he accumulates, the less effect any individual inci-
dent seems to have on his power. After taking office 
in November 2016 in an unprecedented political 
upheaval that almost no one predicted, Trump may 
also be tempted to play the position of rebel candi-
date if the defections in his ranks continue. 

Polls show he is still a big favorite in a hypothetical 
Republican primary, a fact he likes to tout at every 
opportunity. He can also still count on a steadfast 
base, which swears unfailing support to the former 
president and continues to flock to his rallies. But 
even those loyalists could eventually lose patience, 
predicted Brown. “While some in his base may rally 
to support him when he in the coming months claims 
to be a victim of a political witch hunt, for many, I 
imagine that act is getting old,” she said. —AFP

Bad news piles up for US candidate Trump
Former US football player Herschel Walker, lost a bid for a Senate seat

US sounds alarm over  
‘harmful’ Iran-Russia  
military partnership 

 
WASHINGTON: The United States on Friday 
expressed alarm over a “full-scale defense partnership” 
between Moscow and Tehran, describing it as “harm-
ful” to Ukraine, Iran’s neighbors and the world. Iran 
stands accused by Western powers of supplying 
drones to Russia - which rejected the US allegations - 
as Moscow batters Ukraine’s energy infrastructure in 
search of an advantage in the bloody conflict. 
Washington has previously condemned Iran-Russia 
security cooperation, but on Friday described an 
extensive relationship involving equipment such as hel-
icopters and fighter jets as well as drones, with the lat-
ter items resulting in new US sanctions. 

“Russia is seeking to collaborate with Iran in areas 
like weapons development, training,” White House 
national security spokesman John Kirby told reporters. 
Moscow “is offering Iran an unprecedented level of 
military and technical support — that is transforming 
their relationship into a fully fledged defense partner-
ship,” he said. “We have also seen reports that Moscow 
and Tehran are considering the establishment of a joint 
production line for lethal drones in Russia. We urge 
Iran to reverse course (and) not to take these steps.” 

Moscow’s UN envoy Vassily Nebenzia pushed back 
later in the day, telling a Security Council meeting that 
“the military industrial complex in Russia can work per-
fectly fine and doesn’t need anyone’s assistance.” The 
drone allegations, he said, were “already refuted” multi-
ple times before. Earlier, Kirby announced that the 

United States would sanction three Russian-based enti-
ties active in “the acquisition and use of Iranian drones.” 

The sanctions target the Russian Aerospace Forces, 
the 924th State Center for Unmanned Aviation, and the 
Command of the Military Transport Aviation. “The 
United States will continue to use every tool at our dis-
posal to disrupt these transfers and impose conse-
quences on those engaged in this activity,” Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken said in a statement on the 
sanctions. Last month, Tehran admitted it had sent 
drones to Russia, but insisted they were supplied 
before the invasion of Ukraine. 

Kirby said the United States is also concerned that 
Russia “intends to provide Iran with advanced military 
components,” including helicopters and air defense 
systems. Iranian pilots have reportedly been learning to 
fly advanced Sukhoi Su-35 warplanes in Russia, and 
Tehran may receive the aircraft within the next year, 
which would “significantly strengthen Iran’s air force 
relative to its regional neighbors,” Kirby said.  

The United States also believes that Iran is consid-
ering the sale of “hundreds of ballistic missiles” to 
Russia, he said. Britain’s Foreign Secretary James 
Cleverly took aim Friday at the “sordid deals” between 
Moscow and Tehran, saying in a statement that Iran 
had sent drones to Russia in exchange for “military and 
technical support” from Moscow. 

This “will increase the risk it poses to our partners 
in the Middle East and to international security,” 
Cleverly said, vowing that “the UK will continue to 
expose this desperate alliance and hold both countries 
to account.” Kirby on Friday announced a new $275 
million aid package to help boost Ukraine’s air defens-
es, against Russian drones in particular. He said the aid 
“will soon be on its way to provide Ukraine with new 
capabilities to boost its air defenses and counter the 
threats that Ukraine is facing from drones.” —AFP 

Kazakhstan power  
cuts spark anger  

 
ALMATY: The plight of a city in Kazakhstan left without 
heating for over a week in temperatures that dropped to 
minus 30 degrees Celsius has sparked anger and high-
lighted the deplorable state of the country’s Soviet-era 
infrastructure. This month the northeastern city of 
Ekibastuz, with a population of around 150,000 people, 
descended into an icy hell, highlighting the dire conse-
quences of power disruptions in winter, as European 
countries struggle with shortages due to Moscow’s 
assault on Ukraine. Ekibastuz was home to a Soviet-era 
prison camp where writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn was 
imprisoned between 1950 and 1953. The camp became 
the inspiration for Solzhenitsyn’s classic novel “One Day in 
the Life of Ivan Denisovich.” 

Images broadcast in Kazakhstan in recent days 
showed long icicles forming inside apartments, while resi-
dents burnt anything they could find to keep warm. Teams 
had to work day and night to repair water pipes that had 
burst due to the cold. On November 28, authorities 
declared a state of emergency in Ekibastuz after a mal-
function at a thermal power plant deprived several dis-
tricts of electricity and heating. 

The state of emergency was lifted on Thursday and the 
situation has gradually improved, but the problem has 
sparked outrage across the country. Dimash Kudaibergen, 
a popular Kazakh singer with nearly four million followers 
on Instagram, said those responsible should pay for the 
“tears of the mothers left on the streets”. “I believe that all 
the perpetrators, starting with the head of the thermal 
power plant, should be held accountable and serve their 
sentences in a prison without heating,” he said. 

 
Run-down infrastructure 

President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, who saw deadly 
protests break out over fuel price hikes in January last 
year, fired the local governor and dispatched senior offi-

cials to the scene. The city’s plight has sparked an out-
pouring of support, with residents of Kazakhstan collect-
ing donations and sending heaters and blankets to 
Ekibastuz. Funds were even collected in neighboring 
Kyrgyzstan, which itself suffers from power outages. The 
Ekibastuz ordeal is just the latest in a long list of accidents 
involving thermal infrastructure in the vast Central Asian 
country. Kazakhstan’s energy system, inherited from the 
Soviet Union, is still run-down despite investments. 

“As they say here, the first time it’s an accident, the 
second time it’s a coincidence, but the third time it’s a 
rule,” energy expert Zhakyp Khairushev told AFP. 
According to government data, heating plants were on 
average built more than 60 years ago under Soviet leader 
Nikita Khrushchev. Khairushev said that more than 1,000 
emergency shutdowns had occurred at thermal power 
plants since the start of the year. President Tokayev has 
lamented that the hydrocarbon-rich nation is “one of the 
world’s most energy-intensive countries” and depends on 
imports from Russia. 

 
‘Unprofitable’ company 

To meet the high demand, power stations need to 
operate at full capacity, which increases the risk of acci-
dents. Khairushev said the recent expansion of the power-
hungry crypto mining industry was adding to the risks. 
Twenty-two of Kazakhstan’s 37 thermal power stations 
are in private hands, and Tokayev has said he is consider-
ing the nationalization of a number of assets. Many have 
laid the blame for the most recent accident on tycoon 
Alexander Klebanov, the owner of the Ekibastuz power 
station. Klebanov, described by Forbes as the Central 
Asian country’s 15th richest man, has denied responsibility. 

In a video statement, he said he had repeatedly 
warned the authorities about the condition of the plant. 
“But as a private company, we cannot raise consumer 
tariffs,” he said. “So the company has been unprofitable 
from the very beginning.” Khairushev struck a similar 
note. “The existing infrastructure is deteriorating,” he 
said. “If urgent measures are not taken, including the 
revision of tariffs, then, unfortunately, such accidents will 
not be uncommon.” —AFP

EKIBASTUZ: This undated handout photograph by the Kazakhstan’s Government press service shows workers repair-
ing pipes of the heating system in Ekibastuz. Thousands of people since Sunday are without heating in northern 
Kazakhstan with temperatures around -30 degrees Celsius (-22 Fahrenheit), after an accident at the power plant sup-
plying the city of Ekibastuz. —AFP

Three jailed over  
drone attack on  
Venezuela leader 

 
CARACAS: Three people accused in a failed drone 
attack targeting Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro 
in 2018 were sentenced to 30-year jail terms, relatives 
said on Friday. Maria Delgado Tabosky, retired army 
major Juan Carlos Marrufo and retired colonel Juan 
Francisco Rodriguez were convicted on charges of 
“terrorism, treason and criminal conspiracy,” according 
to a family member of one of the accused, who asked 
to remain anonymous. The criminal hearing began 
Thursday night and lasted into the early hours of 
Friday, the family member said. Delgado Tabosky, 48, 
holds dual Venezuelan and Spanish citizenship and is 
sister of Osman Delgado Tabosky, who resides in the 
United States, 

He is accused by the Maduro government of financ-
ing the attack, in which two drones carrying explosives 
blew up near where Maduro was addressing an 
assembly of members of the National Guard on August 
4, 2018, in Caracas. One drone exploded in the air over 
guardsmen standing in formation, injuring a few of 
them, and the second drone crashed into an apartment 
building two blocks away. Neither Maduro nor his 
wife, who was nearby, were hurt. Marrufo, 52, who has 
both Venezuelan and Italian citizenship, is married to 
Maria Delgado Tabosky. 

The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, a UN 
human rights body, has said that the arrests of Delgado 
Tabosky and Marrufo in 2019 were “arbitrary.” The 
couple have been jailed for three years and eight 
months at the General Directorate of Military 
Counterintelligence. Relatives have appealed for their 
transfer to a prison and requested without avail for 
Spain and Italy to intercede in their cases. Another 17 
people accused in the attack, among them former 
opposition legislator Juan Requesens, were con-
demned in August to prison terms of between five and 
30 years. —AFP
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Iran slapped with new sanctions  
over protester’s execution

PARIS: Iran was slapped with new sanctions Friday 
and activists called for fresh protests after the Islamic 
republic carried out its first execution over demon-
strations that have shaken the regime for nearly three 
months. Mohsen Shekari, 23, was hanged Thursday 
after being convicted of “moharebeh” - or “enmity 
against God” - after what rights groups denounced 
as a show trial. The judiciary said Shekari was arrest-
ed after blocking a Tehran street and wounding a 
member of the Basij, a paramilitary force linked to 
Iran’s powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

Iran said it was exercising “utmost restraint” in the 
face of the protests that flared over the September 16 
death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian Kurd, 
after her arrest for an alleged breach of the country’s 
strict dress code for women. Britain announced sanc-
tions against 30 targets, including officials in Iran 
whom it accused of pursuing “egregious sentences” 
against protesters. Canada imposed sanctions on 22 
senior members of Iran’s judiciary, prison system and 
police, as well top aides to supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. European diplomats said the EU was 
also set to impose more punitive measures on Iran 
over the deadly crackdown that has killed at least 
458 people, including more than 60 children, accord-
ing to Oslo-based group Iran Human Rights (IHR). 
Iran said on December 3 that more than 200 people 
were killed in the unrest, including security forces. In 
addition to Shekari, Iranian media reported on Friday 
the death of a paramilitary and the burial of another, 
both of whom were said to have been wounded in 
clashes with protesters. 

 
Hurried execution 

Shekari’s body was buried 24 hours after his exe-
cution in the presence of a few family members and 
security forces in Tehran’s Behesht-e Zahra cemetery, 
the 1500tasvir social media monitor reported. UN 

rights chief Volker Turk described the execution as 
“very troubling and clearly designed to send a chill-
ing effect to the rest of the protesters”. Overnight, 
protesters nonetheless took to the street where 
Shekari was arrested, shouting, “They took away our 
Mohsen and brought back his body,” in a video 
shared by 1500tasvir. 

Elsewhere, chants of “Death to the dictator” and 
“Death to Sepahi” were heard at a demonstration in 
Tehran’s Chitgar district, in reference to Khamenei 
and the Revolutionary Guards. 1500tasvir said 
Shekari’s execution happened with such haste that 
his family had still been waiting to hear the outcome 
of his appeal. It posted harrowing footage of what it 
said was the moment his family learnt the news out-
side their Tehran home, with a woman doubled up in 
pain and grief, repeatedly screaming his name. 

The families of political prisoners put to death in 
mass executions in 1988 joined in the condemnation. 
“Mohsen’s execution is a reminder of the loss of our 
loved ones, who... just like Mohsen, were tried in min-
utes-long sham trials,” they said in a statement pub-
lished by US-based Human Rights Activists News 
Agency. Hamed Esmaeilion, an Iranian-Canadian 
activist who has organised mass protests in Berlin, 
Paris and other cities, said more demonstrations 
would be held at the weekend. 

 
‘Chilling effect’  

Western governments, which had already imposed 
waves of sanctions against Iran over the protest 
crackdown, also expressed anger. Washington called 
Shekari’s execution “a grim escalation” and vowed to 
hold the Iranian regime to account for violence 
“against its own people”. Germany summoned the 
Iranian ambassador, a diplomatic source said, without 
providing further details. Spain condemned the exe-
cution “in the strongest terms”, calling on Tehran to 

“respect the fundamental rights of the Iranian popula-
tion, including freedom of expression and peaceful 
demonstration”. Iran has defended its response to the 
protests and accused the West of hypocrisy. 

“In countering riots, Iran has shown utmost 
restraint and, unlike many Western regimes... Iran has 
employed proportionate and standard anti-riot 
methods,” its foreign ministry said. “The same is true 
for the judicial process: restraint and proportionali-

ty,” it tweeted late Thursday, adding: “Public security 
is a red line.” According to Amnesty, Iran executes 
more people annually than any nation other than 
China. IHR this week warned the Islamic republic had 
already executed more than 500 people in 2022, a 
sharp jump on last year. At least a dozen other peo-
ple are currently at risk of execution after being sen-
tenced to hang in connection with the protests, 
human rights groups warned. —AFP

Lima’s streets tense  
as Peru leader hints  
at early elections 

 
LIMA: Peru’s new president Dina Boluarte has said she 
will form a new government Saturday, even as demon-
strators pressed on Lima streets for ex-president Pedro 
Castillo to be freed after an alleged failed coup bid. 
Boluarte told journalists that if the situation “warrants it,” 
the government will consult with Congress on holding an 
early presidential vote. 

She urged those “who are coming out in protest ... to 
calm down.” Demonstrations continued on Friday, with 
protesters blocking roads with rocks, logs, and burning 
tires as they called for early elections. The roadblocks 
interrupted traffic along the southern Pan-American 
Highway that links Peru and Chile. Two days after the 
failure of his coup attempt, Castillo is sharing a detention 
center with former president Alberto Fujimori at a police 
base in Lima. 

The prosecution accuses this left-wing rural teacher 
of rebellion and conspiracy, and a high court ordered 
him into seven days in preliminary detention. On the 
streets, meanwhile, the demonstrations continue for the 
second day and fuel uncertainty about the possibility 
that Boluarte can conclude her term in 2026, as she 
herself announced upon taking office. Hundreds of 
demonstrators marched through the colonial center of 

the capital, demanding Castillo’s release. 
“I voted for Castillo, this Congress does not repre-

sent us, we want Castillo freed,” Maribel Quispe told 
AFP, in the march that left the central Plaza San Martin, 
and included the Prosecutor’s Office on its route to 
Congress. “We want them to close this corrupt 
Congress and free Castillo. He made the decision to 
close Congress because they wouldn’t let him work,” 
marcher Sara Medina said. Several dozen riot police 
officers closed the avenues that lead to the legislature 
to prevent the protest from passing through. The 
demonstrators burned banners with the image of 
President Boluarte, shouting “coup leader!” —AFP 

LIMA: Supporters of Peruvian former President Pedro 
Castillo clash with the police to reach the Lima Prefecture, 
where Castillo is under detention, in Lima, on December 7, 
2022.  —AFP

THE HAGUE, Netherlands: A protestor holds a slogan which reads in Persian as “ No to Islamic Republic” and 
another slogan reading in Kurdish “Jina (Mahsa Amini), dear! You will not die, Your name will turn into a symbol” 
during a demonstration in front of the House of Representatives in The Hague. —AFP

EU set to impose more punitive measures on Iran over deadly crackdown

One dead, dozen  
missing after  
blast in Jersey 

 
LONDON: One person was killed and several oth-
ers were missing after a “devastating” explosion 
Saturday at a block of flats in Jersey’s capital St 
Helier, police on the Channel island said. A fire was 
put out but emergency services are still conducting 
“significant work” at the scene of the flattened 
building, the police said, as a line of ambulances 
queued up. 

Fire crews mobilised after residents reported 
smelling gas, before the explosion at around 4:00 
am (0400 GMT), Jersey police chief Robin Smith 
told reporters. “We have a three-storey building 
that has completely collapsed — described from a 
demolition point of view as a pancake that has 
dropped almost straight down,” he said. “There is 
also damage to a nearby building as well, another 
block of flats that the fire service needs to make 
safe. It is a pretty devastating scene, I regret to say.” 

Photographs on social media showed thick smoke 
billowing above the blaze in St Helier before dawn. 
Smith said that “around a dozen” people were miss-
ing, “but you will appreciate also that number could 
fluctuate”. “Specialist resources” have been mobi-
lized to find anyone trapped in the rubble, according 

to the police. One person had died and two others 
were taken to hospital, Smith said, describing them 
as “walking wounded”. 

Jersey’s chief minister Kristina Moore expressed 
condolences for the fatality and said residents dis-
placed by the blast were being found somewhere to 
stay. “This is going to take some days and we will 
keep everyone updated and fully informed, and we 
will do our very best to ensure everybody is proper-
ly looked after,” she said. The incident caps a tragic 
week for Jersey, a British Crown dependency not 
part of the United Kingdom, whose economy relies 
on banking, tourism and fishing. 

The coastguard Friday abandoned a search for 
three Jersey fishermen missing for nearly 36 hours 
after their boat hit a freight ship. Skipper Michael 
Michieli and two crew members went missing early 
Thursday when their 18-metre (60-foot) wooden 
vessel collided with the Commodore Goodwill off 
Jersey. The fishing boat, L’Ecume II, sank in about 
40 metres of water, too deep for divers to search 
wi thout  spec ia l i s t  equipment , the  Jersey 
Coastguard said. 

Fisherman William Jackson said he had known 
Michieli since he was child. “He’s probably one of 
the most prominent fishermen on the island and in 
the community,” Jackson told BBC Jersey. “I was just 
shocked, absolutely shocked. The whole thing didn’t 
make any sense really,” he said, stressing that condi-
tions were “perfect” when L’Ecume II had set sail. 
The Commodore Goodwil l , owned by Condor 
Ferries, remains docked in St Helier. Photographs 
showed large gashes on its prow. —AFP
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 He congratulated Qatar on hosting the World 

Cup, dazzling the world with amazing preparations 
and organization. 

Meanwhile, Representative of HH the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal, 
said Friday that dialogue with China has established 
a basic approach and a strong pillar for boosting 
the historical relations between the two sides. This 
came in HH Sheikh Mishal’s speech at the GCC-
China Summit hosted by Riyadh, adding that this 
made a safer and brighter future for the peoples of 
the GCC member states and China. 

This is a clear indication of the common determi-
nation to continue and expand areas of joint coop-
eration, he noted. HH Sheikh Mishal conveyed 
greetings of HH the Amir to the GCC leaders and 
China President Xi Jinping, thanking King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud and the government for the 
warm reception and hospitality. Sheikh Mishal said 
the meeting comes to complete what has been 
achieved through constructive dialogue with the 

friendly People’s Republic of China that clearly 
reflects interest in developing and strengthening the 
friendly relations between “China and us”.  

The aim of this is to achieve “our common goals 
and interests”, and develop cooperation in all fields 
as well as translate ambitions and directives of GCC 
and Chinese leaderships, he said. He stressed the 
significance of the economic aspect in strengthen-
ing the bonds of cooperation between the GCC 
states and China. This is an important factor for 
consolidating the principle of economic partnership, 
and the GCC states seek to increase this coopera-
tion to reach higher levels and explore broader 
areas in support of the strong relations between the 
two sides, he stated. 

Sheikh Mishal referred to the free trade agreement 
negotiations between the GCC countries and China 
launched in April 2005, praising the efforts made by 
the joint technical teams to reach a final agreement in 
this regard. “This will boost our ties with China to 
broader horizons which will bring prosperity and 
goodness to our countries and peoples, as well as the 
region and the world,” HH the Amir’s Representative 
said. “We affirm that there is convergence of visions 
between the GCC countries and China through a con-
sensus on resolving regional and international issues, 
in addition to mutual interest in boosting cooperation 
in all different vital and important fields,” Sheikh 
Mishal concluded. — KUNA 

Crown Prince 
affirms GCC is a...
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In a post on Saturday, the UAE Publ ic 

Prosecution office said “the job ad has broken 
both Emiratization regulations and media content 
standards as it included contentious content”. The 
Kamal Osman Jamjoom Group has apologized for 
the ad, saying a “translation error” led to faulty 
formulation. According to the International Labor 
Organization, more than 90 per cent of the UAE’s 

private sector labor force is comprised of expa-
triates. 

UAE nationals are mainly employed in stable and 
relatively well-paying jobs in the country’s vast 
public sector, the ILO says. As part of a push to 
boost Emirati employment, the UAE government 
this year launched a mandatory ‘Emiratization’ drive 
that obliges most major private sector companies to 
hire nationals in skilled positions. As of Jan 1, 2023, 
non-compliant firms can face fines of up to 6,000 
dirhams ($1,633) for each position they have failed 
to fill with an Emirati national. Last month, the 
UAE’s Minister of Human Resources and 
Emiratization Abdulrahman Abdulmannan Al-Awar 
said that more than 14,000 Emiratis have entered 
the job market in 2022.  — AFP 

‘Sandwich maker’ 
job ad for Emiratis...
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seen across Doha ahead of their clash with 

Portugal. The flag - along with those of Qatar, 
Tunisia and Saudi Arabia - features on the “Our 
blood is Arab” T-shirt selling at Doha’s Souq Waqif 
market. Organizers of the first World Cup in the 
Middle East have long portrayed the tournament as 
a chance to build up Arab fervor.  

Omar Babiker, an Algerian, is dreaming of 
Morocco reaching the last four even though his 
country has strained ties with its neighbor. After 
decades of mistrust over the disputed Western 
Sahara territory, Algeria severed diplomatic rela-
tions in 2021 over “hostile actions”. But Oran busi-
nessman Babiker, who is in Doha with his son, 
echoed the feelings of many Arabs when he told 
AFP: “Politics is for politicians. I am with Morocco. 
Morocco is like Algeria. I hope they go a long way.” 

Morocco’s run has inspired similar joy across the 
Arab world. Many leaders have sent messages of 
congratulations to the team. Libyans set off fire-
works in Tripoli despite their country’s conflict and 
economic crisis. In war-ravaged Syria, Mustafa 
Yassin, a dentist in the city of Idlib, honored a 
Facebook pledge to treat 20 people for free if 
Morocco reached the quarterfinals. Lebanon’s 
French-language L’Orient-Le Jour newspaper put 
the team on its front page, proclaiming: “Pride of 
the Arabs”. 

Moroccan student Osama Al-Qabbani, 26, had 
been feeling far from home in Doha. But he said: 
“The huge number of Arabs who support Morocco 
makes me feel like I’m in Casablanca or Rabat.” 
Egyptian teenager Mohi Khaled wrapped himself in 
a Moroccan flag bought for 25 riyals ($6.80) as he 
joined the intense hunt for a ticket to Saturday’s 
game. “Morocco represents a beautiful Arab dream 
that makes us all happy,” he said. 

Morocco’s players have been praised on social 
media for celebrating with the Palestinian flag, 
another feature of festivities in Souq Waqif ’s 
cafes. Qatar, backing Palestinian claims to state-
hood, has refused to follow Gulf neighbors the 

United Arab Emirates and Bahrain by normalizing 
ties with the Zionist entity. In December 2020, 
Morocco also recognized the Zionist entity, 
though that hasn’t dented the pan-Arab sentiment 
supporting the team. 

Arab pride did suffer at seeing hosts Qatar fall in 
the first round without a point from three games. 
Saudi Arabia beat Argentina, however, and Tunisia 
defeated France. Pan-Arab celebrations have been 
prominent during the tournament. Despite Saudi 
Arabia’s role in a Gulf blockade of Qatar from 2017 
to 2021, Qatar’s Amir and Saudi’s Crown Prince 
draped themselves in each other’s colors at the 
tournament. 

Many Qataris have adopted the Moroccan and 
Palestinian flags for the World Cup. Qatar fan 
Mohammed Fakhro, 52, said Morocco had “made 
up” for his team’s early exit. Former Moroccan 
international Talal al-Karkouri said the public 
support has played a decisive role in Morocco’s 
results. “The massive presence of the fans affected 
the opponent and pushed the players to get 
results,” he told AFP. Two Portuguese fans were 
faced with chants of “Dima (always) Morocco, 
Viva (Long l ive) Morocco” as they walked 
through waves of Moroccan red shirts at Souq 
Waqif. The quarterfinal would be like “playing 
Morocco on their home ground”, said Portuguese 
fan Fernando Lobo, 56. — AFP 

Arabs unite, dare to 
dream as Morocco...

DOHA: Morocco fans cheer on their team as they 
watch a televised match at a restaurant in Souq 
Waqif on Dec 10, 2022. — AFP 



DHAKA: Nearly 100,000 supporters of Bangladesh’s
main opposition party descended on Dhaka Saturday
to protest against the government of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and demand new elections. “Sheikh
Hasina is a vote thief,” they chanted at the Golapbagh
sports ground where the rally was held as the crowd
spilled into surrounding streets.

All seven opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) MPs announced their resignations from parlia-
ment at the event, which will leave the legislature
largely a rubber stamp — Hasina’s party already had
more than a two-thirds majority. Western governments
and the United Nations have expressed concerns over
the political climate in Bangladesh. It is one of the
fastest-growing economies in Asia but the Ukraine war
has forced the government to suspend gas and diesel
imports, while power cuts and fuel price hikes have
triggered demonstrations in recent months.

The Bangladeshi taka has depreciated by up to 25
percent, driving up the cost of food imports and hitting
poor and lower middle class people. Autorickshaw
driver Russel Miah joined the rally to express anger at
rising prices of food and other commodities, which he

said had left him struggling to provide his family with
three meals a day. “I am a victim of oppression,” he
said. “I came here today to protest against the people
who are responsible for my current situation.”

None of Bangladesh’s half-dozen television news
stations carried live coverage of the event, raising sus-
picions authorities had pressured them not to.

A BNP official claimed that hundreds of thousands
of people had joined the rally by mid-morning. “Our
main demand is Sheikh Hasina resign and parliament is
dissolved and let a neutral caretaker government step
in to hold a free and fair election,” spokesman
Zahiruddin Swapan told AFP. A senior security officer
speaking on condition of anonymity estimated the
crowd at up to 80,000 people. There had been no vio-
lence so far but SWAT teams, counter-terrorism units
and canine squads were on standby, said Dhaka
Metropolitan Police spokesman Faruq Ahmed.

‘We want freedom’ 
Tension was high in the capital after security forces

stormed the BNP headquarters on Tuesday, leaving at
least one person dead and scores injured.

Two of the party’s top leaders were arrested on
Friday on charges of inciting the violence, adding to
the roughly 2,000 activists and supporters the party
said had been detained since November 30 to try to
prevent the rally from going ahead. The opposition has
been holding protests around the country and Hasina
has rejected outright their demands for her resignation
and an election under a caretaker government.

Police set up checkpoints on routes into Dhaka and
security was tight across the sprawling metropolis of

20 million people on Saturday. Another police officer
said up to 3,000 policemen were deployed outside the
rally ground to ensure security. Only a handful of cycle
rickshaws and cars plied Dhaka’s normally congested
roads, with BNP officials accusing the government of
triggering an unofficial transport strike to try to pre-
vent people from joining the rally. The country’s lead-

ing Bengali daily newspaper Prothom Alo said ruling
party student cadres beat at least 10 BNP supporters,
searched their mobile phones and handed them over to
police. Mohammad Alamgir, a businessman who trav-
elled from the southern island of Bhola to attend the
protest, said: “I don’t support any political party. We
want freedom from the current situation.” — AFP
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Western govts, UN express concerns over political climate in Bangladesh

Bangladesh main opposition party
mounts huge protest, MPs quit

‘I am a 
victim of 

oppression’
DHAKA, Bangladesh: Police charge baton on Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) activities as they gathered in front of the par-
ty’s central office in Dhaka, ahead of a BNP rally called in an effort to force Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to resign. — AFP

BENI, DR Congo: A woman places a candle in Beni during a prayer vigil in remembrance of the victims of the ungoing unrest
in the East of the country. — AFP

Families slam 
Indonesia over 
Papua killings
JAKARTA: The acquittal by an Indonesian human
rights court of a retired army officer from charges
over the killing of four Papuan teens in 2014 was a sign
of impunity, a representative of the families said. The
families called for the case to be reopened after a
human rights court in Makassar, in South Sulawesi
province, acquitted Isak Settu on Thursday from
charges of “crimes against humanity”.

An earlier Indonesian human rights commission
found that the military had shot the four high-school
students during protests in Paniai, a central area of
Papua province where a long-simmering insurgency
has often flared into violence.

“We, the victims’ families and witnesses, see that
the country commits impunity, and protects the per-
petrators of the case of gross human rights violations
in Paniai,” Yones Douw, who represents the victims’
families, told AFP late on Friday. Settu faced 10 years
in jail over his alleged role in the incident, when
Indonesian security forces opened fire on a crowd
protesting against the beatings of Papuan youths by
the army.

The earlier human rights commission found that
rank-and-file soldiers and their superiors were to
blame for the deaths of the students, aged 17 and 18,
as well as wounding another 21 demonstrating
Papuans. The incident constituted “gross human rights
violations”, the commission, known as Komnas HAM,
concluded in 2020.

Settu was the only officer brought to trial over the
incident and was acquitted of all charges in Thursday’s
hearing, which was live-streamed.

He was a liaison officer during the incident and the
court ruled he did not have effective command of the
local military office when the shooting occurred.

Two of the five judges dissented from the ruling,
arguing that Settu was the highest-ranking officer
there at the time and thus could be held responsible
for failing to control the conduct of the troops.

“This verdict is yet another slap in the face not only
for victims and families of victims of the Paniai shoot-
ings, but also for victims of other gross human rights
violations in Indonesia who for years have demanded
justice and accountability,” Usman Hamid, Amnesty
International Indonesia executive director, said in a
statement. Usman also said it was hard to believe that
only one officer had been brought to trial. The human
rights trial, a special jurisdiction, was the first in
Indonesia since 2004. No perpetrators were punished
in the three previous human rights trials.

The victims’ families also sent a letter, seen by AFP,
to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in
Geneva, Volker T¸rk, asking for help in pushing the
Indonesian government to reopen the case.
Indonesia’s military has been accused of committing
atrocities against Papuan civilians during a decades-
long insurgency seeking independence for the miner-
al-rich province.—AFP

HK media tycoon 
Jimmy Lai jailed 
over lease violation
HONG KONG: Hong Kong pro-democracy media
tycoon Jimmy Lai received a fresh jail sentence of five
years and nine months on Saturday after being found
guilty of fraud in a contractual dispute. Lai, the 75-
year-old founder of the now-shuttered Apple Daily
newspaper, had recently completed a 20-month jail
term resulting from multiple convictions for his part in
protests and unauthorised assemblies.

He also faces a possible life sentence at his upcom-
ing trial on national security charges. While the earlier
convictions were related to his role in the huge
democracy protests that swept Hong Kong in 2019,
the latest case involved one of his companies violating
the terms of the lease on his newspaper’s offices.

Lai and former Apple Daily executive Wong Wai-
keung were both found guilty of fraud in October in
what District Judge Stanley Chan described as a
“planned, organised and years-long” scheme.
Prosecutors said that a consultancy firm Lai operated
for his personal use had taken up office space that
Apple Daily had rented for the purposes of publica-
tion and printing.

This was in breach of the terms of the lease Apple
Daily signed with a government company and
amounted to fraud, prosecutors said. Defence lawyers
previously argued the case should have been a civil
suit instead of a criminal prosecution, adding that the
square footage involved was minimal.

In addition to his jail term, Lai was fined HK$2 mil-
lion ($257,000) and banned from managing compa-
nies for eight years. Co-defendant Wong, 61, was
jailed for 21 months with the judge comparing him to
“the getaway driver for a robbery”.

The judge said the sentence was in response to a
“simple case of fraud”, which dated back to the 1990s
when the lease first came into effect. He criticised
Apple Daily for abusing its reputation as a well-known
media company as a “protective shield”, which he
claimed discouraged the landlord from taking action
against the breach of lease terms.

But he said the case had nothing to do with politics
or press freedom. “Don’t draw any connection to poli-
tics,” Chan said. One of Hong Kong’s best-known pro-
democracy activists, Lai has long been openly loathed
by Beijing.

For years, Apple Daily was scathing in its criticism
of China’s Communist Party and openly supportive of
democracy. It collapsed last year after its funds were
frozen and many of its senior staff were charged
alongside Lai under the sweeping national security
law Beijing imposed on Hong Kong-primarily over
their campaign for international sanctions against
China. — AFP

Survivors recount 
escape from DR 
Congo massacre
KITSHANGA, DR Congo: In a displacement camp in
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, Eric, Samuel,
Tuyisenge and Florence recounted walking for miles to
flee a horrific rebel attack on their village. M23 rebels
massacred at least 131 civilians-including 12 children-
and committed more than two dozen rapes on
November 29-30 in two villages in Rutshuru territory,
including Kishishe, the United Nations says.

The group has denied any responsibility, blaming
“stray bullets” for the deaths of just eight civilians. But
in the Mungote camp, Eric Nesehose said he could not
forget seeing his nephews Jacques and Musayi gunned
down before his eyes.

“They went out of the house, shouting ‘there’s
gunfire’,” he said. “Bullets hit them at the door and
killed them instantly.” Fleeing for their lives, Eric and
other villagers walked 40 to 60 kilometres (25 to 37
miles) across the hills to the Mungote camp in
Kitshanga district.

Samuel said he saw six dead bodies-three villagers
and three members of his own family, including his eld-
er brother James. “The rebels started shooting every-
where,” the young man said. “I decided to run and it
took me a week to get here by foot.”

Eastern DRC has been restive for years, and is
home to dozens of armed groups. The March 23 move-
ment, a mostly Congolese Tutsi group, resumed fight-
ing in late 2021 after lying dormant for years.

It has in recent months seized control of swathes of
land in Rutshuru territory north of Goma city. The
UN’s MONUSCO peacekeeping mission has said it

was not able to reach Kishishe and neighbouring
Bambo to investigate last month’s killings, but gathered
evidence from witnesses and other sources.

It says the violence against civilians was in reprisal
for clashes between the M23 and other, mostly Hutu
armed groups. 

Four children missing 
In Mungote, 30-year-old Twisenge Manirakiz

said most of her family had gone missing in the mas-
sacre. “We were in the church when we heard the
bullets,” she said, carrying a young child in a bundle
on her back.

“Everybody ran in one direction or the other to
try to save themselves. Some hid behind the school,
and when the gunfire continued, they ran into the
bush.” “I saw nine bodies on the ground,” she added,
tears in her eyes.

“I have seven children, but I arrived here with just
three. The other four have disappeared and I have no
idea where my husband is,” she said. Nearby, amid the
huts, 45-year-old Florence said she had to walk for
days to reach the camp.

She too said her husband and two of her children
were missing. Like most of the displaced, she arrived
with just the clothes on her back. “People who pity me
give me sweet potatoes,” she said. Mungote has long
welcomed those displaced by conflict in eastern DRC,
including civilians who fled a previous M23 offensive
in 2012, when the rebels briefly overran the main city
of Goma.

Camp officials said 40,000 households already
lived there before the latest bout of violence, and
4,000 more have arrived in recent weeks, stretching
resources. “Up to four families are sleeping in a single
hut-men, women and children,” the camp’s deputy
head Vumilia Peruse said. “They arrive with nothing...
The authorities must intervene as soon as possible to
avoid a disaster.” — AFP

HONG KONG: File photo shows Hong Kong pro-democracy
media tycoon Jimmy Lai arriving at the Court of Final Appeal.
Hong Kong pro-democracy media tycoon Jimmy Lai received
a fresh jail sentence of five years and nine months on
December 10, 2022 after being found guilty of fraud in a con-
tractual dispute. —  AFP

US slaps sanctions 
on China officials 
over Tibet rights
WASHINGTON, United States: The United States
on Friday imposed sanctions on two senior Chinese
officials over “serious human rights abuse” in Tibet,
including alleged torture and killings of prisoners and
forced sterilization.

The United States blocked any US assets and crim-
inalized transactions with Wu Yingjie, who was China’s
boss in Tibet from 2016 to 2021, and Zhang Hongbo,
China’s police chief in the Himalayan region since 2018

who is believed to still be in charge.
The sanctions announcement comes despite a rela-

tive easing of tensions between the United States and
China since Presidents Joe Biden and Xi Jinping met
last month in Bali and agreed to step up dialogue.

“Our actions further aim to disrupt and deter the
People’s Republic of China’s arbitrary detention and
physical abuse of members of religious minority
groups in the Tibetan Autonomous Region,” Secretary
of State Antony Blinken said in a statement.

Wu directed a policy of “stability” in Tibet that
included “serious human rights abuse, including extra-
judicial killings, physical abuse, arbitrary arrests and
mass detentions,” the Treasury Department said in a
statement. “Additional abuses during Wu’s tenure
include forced sterilization, coerced abortion, restric-
tions on religious and political freedoms and the tor-

ture of prisoners.” Zhang has engaged in abuses
including torture and killing of prisoners through run-
ning detention centers across Tibet, it said. China has
ruled the predominantly Buddhist region with an iron
first since 1951 when it sent in troops in what it called a
“peaceful liberation.” The region’s spiritual leader, the
Dalai Lama, fled in 1959 to India amid an abortive
uprising.

In recent years, the international spotlight has
increasingly focused on Xinjiang to Tibet’s north,
where the United States says that China is carrying
out a policy of genocide against Uyghurs and other
mostly Muslim, Turkic-speaking people.

As part of a slew of sanctions Friday, the United
States also targeted North Korea’s border guards over
their shoot-on-sight orders against citizens fleeing
into China and Russia. — AFP
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DUBAI/KUWAIT: Zain, a leading mobile telecom
innovator in seven markets across the Middle East
and Africa, announced that its brand has been iden-
tified as the ‘Best Telecom Brand’ in the Middle East
for the third consecutive year during the Telecom
Review Summit Excellence Awards gala ceremony
held recently in Dubai. 

The ‘Best Brand’ accolade confirms the ongoing
impact of Zain’s investment in 5G network upgrades
and unique digital offerings that enhance the cus-
tomer telecom experience, ground-breaking media
campaigns, focus on corporate sustainability and
diversity and inclusion (D&I) initiatives, making the
company one of the most respected and recognized
corporate brands in the region, since its introduc-
tion in 2007. 

Distinctively, Zain Saudi Arabia was recognized
for its successful transformational and digital
growth in recent years that has taken the operation
to new heights. The operation was awarded four
prestigious awards for the ‘Best CSR Initiative’;
‘Best Standalone 5G Network’; ‘Best Cloud
Provider’; and a Global Merit award for the Chief
Technology Officer for his efforts in the successful
5G rollout that placed the Kingdom on the 5G
world map. 

ZainTech received two awards for the ‘Best ICT
Investment’ for its agreement to acquire BIOS
Middle East, a managed cloud service provider and
‘Best Enhanced Service Provider’ for its Drone-as-

a-Service offering. ZainTech was established in
October 2021 with the primary aim to offer enter-
prises and governments across the region a unique,
one-stop shop across the full stack of ICT services.
The two awards are testament to the ongoing
progress that the new entity has attained in signify-
ing itself as a key player in this lucrative and fast-
growing sector.

Telecom Review is a leading industry publica-
tion, and the multiple awards recognize the out-
standing performance of Zain’s brand and enhanced
customer experience across its markets, reflective
of the company’s significant investments and pio-
neering innovation in digitalization, better serving
individuals, enterprise and government customers
across the region.

In its 2022 global ranking, Brand Finance, a lead-
ing valuation and strategy consultancy based in
London, valued the Zain brand at $2.4 billion, a 9.6
percent increase year-on-year.

Zain’s marketing campaigns on various media
channels across the region have captured the
hearts and minds of millions of people. Zain’s
Ramadan, Eid and other television commercials
throughout 2022, for example, received an impres-
sive 250 million views on YouTube, indicative of the
brand power of Zain. Today, Zain Group and its
local operations boast over 13 million fans on
Facebook, more than 7 million followers on Twitter,
2.6 million on Instagram and 750,000 on LinkedIn,
totaling more than 23 million fans and followers
across its social media footprint. 

Zain continues to introduce new, dynamic servic-
es to its customers, evident by the expansion of
Zain’s digital services and API platform ‘Dizlee’ in
offering over 50 unique and appealing content and
gaming services, as well as the growth of Zain
Esports that has attracted over 30,000 gamers and
50 million social media views since its establishment
in November 2020.

In the Fintech space where Zain provides far-
reaching benefits to needy and vulnerable groups
across various operations, the company’s market
leadership saw it increase its customer base by 34
percent and revenue by 231 percent year-on-year in
2022, processing approximately $3 billion transac-
tion value annually. Sustainability and good corpo-
rate governance lie at the heart of every aspect of
Zain’s day-to-day operational activities in pursuing
its sustainability agenda and supporting the com-
munities it serves. Zain is passionate about curbing
the effects of climate change, children’s rights and
safety, capacity-building, education, socio-econom-
ic development, and environmental stewardship. 

The company’s focus on environmental, social
and governance (ESG) indicators ensures that ESG
issues are integrated into the business strategy,
and Zain’s Corporate Governance structure and
sound practices in providing accurate, timely, and
actionable information in a transparent and
accountable manner has won the confidence of
local and global investors. 

Andrew Hanna (CEO ZainTech) and Dominic Docherty (BIOS Middle East) receive the Best ICT Investment award.Waleed Al-Khashti (Zain Kuwait) and Rayan Al-Turki (Zain KSA) receive the Best Brand award.  

Zain scoops 7 awards, including ‘Best Brand’
at Telecom Review Excellence Awards 2022 
Accolade confirms ongoing impact of Zain’s investment in 5G network upgrades

Yellen says a 
recession in US 
not inevitable
FORT WORTH: A recession in the US is “not
inevitable,” Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said
Thursday, adding that she believes the world’s
biggest economy is on the right track in lowering
inflation. Her comments come on the heels of a
forceful campaign by the US central bank to cool
demand this year, walking a tightrope between low-
ering consumer costs while trying not to tip the
economy into a downturn.

For now, many economists expect the US could
experience a downturn next year. On “whether or
not we can avoid a recession, I believe the answer is
yes,” she told reporters during a visit to the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing’s currency facility in Fort
Worth, Texas. Supply chain bottlenecks are starting
to ease and new apartment rents have “essentially
peaked,” with the labor market cooling slightly as
well, Yellen said. “Without seeing significant net
nationwide layoffs, I believe we’re on the right track
in terms of lowering inflation and a recession’s not
inevitable,” she added.

As businesses tone down their growth expecta-
tions and hiring plans, the number of people leaving
their jobs has also dipped a little, she said. Last
week, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell added it

remains “very plausible” for the US to reach a soft
landing, referring to a scenario where unemployment
rises but the economy avoids a severe recession. On
Thursday, Yellen said that the United States has
been “listening very carefully” to allies and trying to
understand their concerns on Washington’s push to
spur climate-friendly technologies in America. “I

think the objective that Congress had was to make
sure we have supply chains that are secure, and to
try to include our allies in them,” she said.

Asked if she had plans to visit China following
President Joe Biden’s meeting with his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping, Yellen said she had no defi-
nite plans yet but was “certainly open to it.” —AFP

FORT WORTH, US: US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen speaks at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing Western
Currency Facility. — AFP

• Zain Saudi Arabia and ZainTech acknowledged with multiple
prestigious awards 

• Pioneering innovation in digital services, customer experience and
ground-breaking media campaigns across the region recognized
by leading industry magazine

• Zain’s YouTube channels attracted 250 million views in 2022;
Social media fan-base of 23 million 

US rejects WTO 
verdict on steel 
imports tariffs
WASHINGTON: Washington condemned the
World Trade Organization’s verdict Friday on the
punitive US tariffs imposed on national security
grounds on steel imports from China and other
countries. Former US president Donald Trump’s

administration introduced the tariffs on steel and
aluminum imports from China, Norway, Switzerland
and Turkey and his successor, Joe Biden, has stuck
with them.

“The United States strongly rejects the flawed
interpretation and conclusions in the WTO Panel
reports released today...,” Adam Hodge, spokesman
for the US Trade Representative Katherine Tai, said
in a statement. “The United States has held the clear
and unequivocal position, for over 70 years, that
issues of national security cannot be reviewed in
WTO dispute settlement.” The Geneva-based WTO
had no authority to second-guess a WTO member’s

ability to respond to security threats, he added.
The WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body found the

measures imposed by the United States were
inconsistent with various articles of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The panel
also determined that these inconsistencies were
not justified by the security exceptions provided
for in the GATT, as they were not applied in a time
of war or during a case of serious international
tension. “The Panel recommends that the United
States bring its WTO-inconsistent measures into
conformity with its obligations under the GATT
1994,” it said. — AFP 

Hydrogen pipeline 
between Spain, France 
to be ready ‘by 2030’
BARCELONA: An ambitious underwater pipeline
to bring hydrogen from the Iberian Peninsula to the
rest of Europe will be completed by 2030 and cost
some 2.5 billion euros, the leaders of France, Spain
and Portugal said Friday. The H2Med project comes
as Europe is scrambling to reduce its dependence
on Russian energy following Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine. It is also seen as helping Europe transition
away from fossil fuels to cleaner energy.

The pipeline between Barcelona and Marseille -
also known as the “BarMar” project - will carry two
million tons of hydrogen per year, or 10 percent of
expected European consumption, once it goes
online, said Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez.
“It is going to be the first major hydrogen corridor
in the European Union,” Sanchez said. The project
will cost around 2.5 billion euros ($2.6 billion), he
said at a joint press conference with French
President Emmanuel Macron and Portuguese Prime
Minister Antonio Costa.

The three leaders formally signed off on the plans
in the presence of EU Commission chief Ursula von
der Leyen on the sidelines of a regional EU summit.
Following the talks, they released a roadmap and
timeline for completing H2Med which they hope will
be partially covered by European funds. If approved
by Brussels, European funding could cover about
half the cost, 1.2 billion euros, French sources said.
The remainder could be borne by future consumers
in a process that is still to be set out.

The pipeline under the Mediterranean Sea will
carry green hydrogen, which is made from water via
electrolysis in a process using renewable energy. But
French officials said they had not ruled out that it
could also carry hydrogen produced from nuclear
power. The roadmap detailed three options for the
route of the pipeline, with the preferred one stretch-
ing 455 kilometers at a maximum depth of almost
2,600 meters. Construction would begin in 2025 and
last four years and eight months, it said. —AFP 



Sunday, December 11, 2022

9
B u s i n e s s

Established 1961 

LONDON: Britain, Italy and Japan said Friday they
will jointly develop a future fighter jet in a project that
UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said would guarantee
national security and safeguard thousands of jobs. The
three nations held out the prospect of cooperation
with European and US allies, which are developing
their own “sixth-generation” planes, vowing to main-
tain “interoperability” among all the allies against
threats from the likes of China and Russia.

The new “Global Combat Air Programme” is slated
to produce its first jets by 2035, merging the three
nations’ costly existing research into new aerial war
technology, from stealth capacity to high-tech sensors.
“We’re one of the few countries in the world that has
the capability to build technologically advanced fighter
aircraft,” Sunak told reporters on a visit to a Royal Air
Force base in eastern England.

“That’s important because it means we can keep
the country safe from the new threats that we face,”
he said. “It also adds billions to our economy and
supports tens of thousands of jobs across the coun-
try. But it’s also good for our international reputa-
tion.” The announcement was accompanied by a set
of images showing an artist’s impression of the
sleek new jets flying past Mount Fuji and over
London and Rome.

In a joint statement, the three countries said the
project would “accelerate our advanced military capa-
bility and technological advantage” at a time when
“threats and aggression are increasing” worldwide.
The objective is to develop by 2035 a twin-engine
stealth aircraft that could be operated with or without
a crew, that would be impervious to radar and boast

features such as laser-directed weapons and a virtual
cockpit.

For the current “fifth generation” of fighters, the
three nations are relying on US-made F-35s. But offi-
cials in Tokyo stressed that Japan was not turning its
back on its close military alliance with Washington. In
a separate joint statement with Japan’s defense min-
istry, the US Department of Defense said it supported
the project. “We have begun important collaboration
through a series of discussions on autonomous sys-

tems capabilities, which could complement Japan’s
next fighter program among other platforms,” the US-
Japan statement said.

For Britain and Italy, the new jet codenamed
Tempest would replace the Eurofighter Typhoon
developed with other European allies including
Germany and Spain. For the next generation, Germany
and Spain have joined France in their own project,
while the United States has separate plans in develop-
ment, as do China and Russia.

Pressure from China 
Japan’s prior project to build a next-generation

fighter plane, named F-X, was reportedly expected to
cost more than five trillion yen (around $40 billion).

Friday’s announcement comes with Tokyo poised to
make the largest overhaul to its security strategy in
decades. The government plans to ramp up defense
spending-a controversial move in a nation whose con-
stitution limits military capacity to ostensibly self-pro-
tective measures.

But the war in Ukraine, repeated missile launches
from North Korea and growing pressure from China
have helped build support for a bigger budget. Japan’s
Nikkei business daily said that companies Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries, BAE Systems and Leonardo would
oversee the new project, which is Tokyo’s second joint
development after its SM-3 missile made with
Washington.

Other companies expected to be in the mix are
British jet maker Rolls-Royce, Italy’s Avio Aero and IHI
Corp. of Japan. The Global Combat Air Programme is
the latest high-profile example of allied countries col-
laborating on an ad-hoc basis to develop defense
equipment. Such moves proved controversial last year
when the United States snatched a lucrative contract
to supply Australia with submarines from France and
launched a new US-UK-Australia alliance in the
Pacific, dubbed AUKUS.

After a meeting between US and Australian minis-
ters this week in Washington, the two countries said
they would welcome Japanese troops into three-way
rotations, vowing a united front in the face of China’s
rapid military advances. — AFP

Japan, UK, Italy to develop
next-generation fighter jet

Project will guarantee security, safeguard thousands of jobs: Sunak

LINCOLN, UK: Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak (center) talks with Britain’s Air Chief Marshal Mike Wigston (left)
and RAF Coningsby Station Commander Billy Cooper, as they pass Typhoon fighter jets, during his visit to Royal Air
Force RAF Coningsby, near Lincoln, eastern England, on December 9, 2022, following the announcement that Britain
will work to develop next-generation fighter jets with Italy and Japan. — AFP

LONDON: The City of London financial district can be seen as people walk along the south side of the River
Thames.—AFP

The Stellantis plant in Kaluga, Russia

UK defends new 
post-Brexit 
finance reforms
LONDON: Britain on Friday launched a post-Brexit
plan to relax curbs on its powerhouse City sector
introduced after the 2008 financial crisis, denying the
reforms will bring about new instability.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak insisted the government
was not being reckless in scrapping “ringfencing” of
assets held by the biggest banks, to separate their
retail arms from riskier investment operations. “No, the
UK has always had and always will have an incredibly
respected and robust system of regulation for the
financial services sector,” Sunak told reporters.

“But it’s also important to make sure the industry is
competitive-there are a million people employed in
financial services and they’re not just in London, in the
City.” The ringfencing policy was introduced after the
2008 global financial crisis, to help banks survive
another meltdown.

The so-called “Edinburgh reforms”, announced in
the Scottish capital by finance minister Jeremy Hunt,
also eased capital requirements for smaller lenders.
The government has already said it plans to lift a cap
on bankers’ bonuses, and to require UK regulators to
prioritize growth and competitiveness, alongside mar-
ket stability. It says the reforms have been enabled by
Britain’s exit from the European Union. Brexit is allow-
ing the government to “reshape our regulatory regime
and unleash the full potential” of the finance industry,
said Hunt, who voted in 2016 to stay in the EU.

He stressed that “we have learned the lessons of
that (2008) crash, we put in place some very impor-
tant guardrails, which will remain”. “But the banks
have become much healthier financially since 2008,”
the chancellor said, adding the reforms would help
the City better compete with US and Asian markets.
Since Brexit, the City has slipped behind Paris and
Amsterdam by some measures. At Brussels’ insis-

tence, UK finance was not covered by Britain’s EU
trade treaty.

No Brexit dividend? 
And there is mounting concern about the everyday

effects on people and businesses of increased costs
and border delays. Brexit has not helped tame red-hot
inflation or cut soaring food bills, according to recent
research from the London School of Economics.

“I think this whole idea that there is a massive divi-
dend from Brexit (for finance) is flawed,” economics
professor Steve Schifferes at City, University of
London, told AFP.

The ringfencing reform “is the most controversial
bit (and) the most unwise” aspect of the proposals, he
added. Fran Boait, executive director of the pro-con-
sumer campaign group Positive Money, said the end to
ringfencing was “extremely concerning”. “Behind the
spin, today’s announcements amount to wide-ranging
deregulation that threatens to destabilize an increas-
ingly fragile financial sector, with huge risks to the
public and little benefit,” she said. 

‘Race to the bottom’ 
The opposition Labour party, which is tipped in

opinion polls to form the next government, also
expressed unease. But Miles Celic, chief executive of
business lobby group TheCityUK, welcomed the
“comprehensive” package.

“Boosting the industry’s competitiveness and secur-
ing the UK’s position as a world-leading international
financial centre is an investment in the nation’s success
and in communities across the country,” he said. Under
the reforms, the Treasury said it would axe “hundreds
of pages of burdensome” EU-era rules that are
deemed detrimental to economic growth and company
investment. “This will establish a smarter regulatory
framework for the UK that, is agile, less costly and
more responsive to emerging trends,” it said.

However, the government’s push to deregulate after
Brexit has run into criticism that it intends a “race to
the bottom”, depriving Britons of important protec-
tions enacted by the EU. —AFP

Guyana opens 
bidding for 
offshore oil blocks
GEORGETOWN: Guyana’s President Irfaan Ali
on Friday opened bidding for the exploitation of
offshore oil blocks in the tiny country, which has
the world’s highest reserves of crude oil per capita.
Ali said the government hoped to award 11 blocks
in shallow waters and three in deep waters by May
31, 2023. Winning bidders would pay a “signature
bonus” of $20 million for the right to exploit deep
water oil blocks and $10 million for oil-rich areas in
shallow waters. “What we are seeking to do is to
have the best possible outcome for Guyana, given
the lessons we have learned,” said Ali.

In September, activist and lawyer Christopher
Ram told AFP that different governments had sold
the country’s “sovereignty” by signing “bad and
unbalanced” contracts in favor of oil companies,
such as ExxonMobil, which operates the prolific
Stabroek Block. “The oil curse seems inevitable,” he
said, in reference to the trend in which poor nations
with valuable resources fail to turn them into social
and economic progress. The heavily-forested
Guyana, one of South America’s poorest and small-
est countries, was recently found to have proven
reserves of at least 10 billion barrels of oil, likely
much more according to experts. Ali said compa-
nies would have to pay $20,000 to take part in the
bidding process, and would have until April 14,
2023 to submit their proposals. He added that
under the new licenses to be issued, companies
would not be allowed to hold onto the oil blocks for
a long time without doing the seismic work and
drilling they commit to in their work plan. “Once the
bidders do not fulfill their obligations, the process
of relinquishment - that is where they will have to
hand back the block to the government - is made
stronger and more expeditious,” said Ali. —AFP

Inflation in 
Russia slows 
to below 12%
MOSCOW: Inflation has continued to slow in Russia,
standing at less than 12 percent in November year on
year, after soaring to a 20-year high after the start of
Moscow’s assault on Ukraine, statistics showed Friday.
Last month, the rise in prices stood at 11.98 percent,
down from 12.63 percent in October, the Rosstat state
statistics service said.

The decline in inflation comes despite a barrage of
Western sanctions that have affected much of the

Russian economy, such as the automobile sector. Earlier
Friday, Russian President Vladimir Putin said he expect-
ed inflation to stand at 12.2 percent this year while GDP
would contract by 2.9 percent. The rise in food prices is
a huge concern for Russians on low incomes.

According to Rosstat, the annual food price
increase stood at 11.5 percent in November. “In
November, an increase in the cost of fruits and vegeta-
bles had a significant impact on the dynamics of food
prices,” the statistics agency said. Prices for cucum-
bers went up by 32.5 percent and tomatoes by 16.9
percent. Since Putin moved troops into Ukraine on
February 24, Russia has been hit with a barrage of
international sanctions, including embargoes on key
exports, accelerating already high inflation. In April,
Russia’s annual inflation jumped to a two-decade high
of 17.8 percent. Since then, the rise in prices has
slowed.— AFP 

Stellantis suspends 
work at Jeep factory
NEW YORK: Automaker Stellantis plans to suspend
activities at a Jeep-branded factory in the United
States, citing difficulties due to the pandemic and ris-
ing costs linked to the transition to electric vehicles.
Production at the Belvidere assembly site in Illinois,
where Jeep Cherokee SUVs are manufactured, will
cease on February 28, the company said Friday in a
message sent to AFP.

The approximately 1,350 employees of the factory
will be laid off. The company, which is considering oth-
er ways to use the site, said it “will make every effort

to place indefinitely laid-off employees in open full-
time positions as they become available.” “Our indus-
try has been adversely affected by a multitude of fac-
tors like the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the
global microchip shortage, but the most impactful
challenge is the increasing cost related to the electrifi-
cation of the automotive market,” Stellantis said in a
statement.

The American union representing the auto sector,
UAW, criticized the move. Products imported from other
countries could be manufactured in the factory, while the
transition to electric “creates opportunities for new
product,” said Cindy Estrada, the union leader at
Stellantis. “Companies like Stellantis receive billions in
government incentives to transition to clean energy,” she
said. “It is an insult to all taxpayers that they are not
investing that money back into our communities.”— AFP 

Energy deficit 
worst in Ukraine
KYIV: Kyiv said Friday that southern regions of the
war-scarred country were suffering the worst elec-
tricity outages days after the latest bout of system-
atic Russian attacks on the Ukrainian energy grid.

Russia fired dozens of cruise missiles at key
infrastructure in Ukraine on Monday, piling pressure
on the country’s already ailing grid after repeated
attacks.

The head of Ukraine’s grid operator Ukrenergo,
Volodymyr Kudrytskyi, said workers were strug-
gling most to restore power in the Black Sea regions
of Odessa, which was badly hit on Monday, and
around the recently recaptured city of Kherson. The
most difficult situation was “in Odessa and Kherson
- the power grid was practically destroyed there,”
Kudrytskyi told reporters during a briefing.

Ukrainian officials said Russian troops left local
power infrastructure in tatters when they retreated
from the city of Kherson - the only administrative
capital they had claimed after months of fighting.
“Work in Kharkiv and Donetsk is also complicated,”
Kudrytskyi added, referring to regions bordering
Russia where fighting is ongoing. Kudrytskyi said
the energy system nationwide had stabilised “quite
quickly” after Monday’s attacks and praised the
country’s air defences.

Kyiv said its forces intercepted about 60 of
around 70 Russian missiles. “The latest attack did
not have such devastating consequences as some of
the previous ones,” Kudrytskyi said, adding that
Russia had launched more than 1,000 missiles and
drones at energy facilities since October 10. “There
is no thermal power plant in Ukraine that was not
damaged by these attacks,” he said. “Virtually all
hydroelectric plants have also been damaged and
have limited power generation capacity.” On
Thursday, Russian President Vladimir Putin vowed
to keep battering Ukraine’s energy grid despite an
outcry against the systematic attacks that have
plunged millions into cold and darkness.— AFP 
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HUANGSHAN, China: Global economic leaders 
on Friday hailed China’s move away from its hard-
line zero-COVID policy, with the IMF chief saying 
the “decisive actions” would help revive growth 
both in the country and globally. The relaxation 
would help to shore up a world economy struggling 
with the impact of the pandemic and Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, the head of the World Trade 
Organization said after a conference in the eastern 
Chinese city of Huangshan hosted by outgoing 
Premier Li Keqiang. 

Beijing on Wednesday announced a loosening of 
its zero-tolerance approach to coronavirus out-
breaks, ending large-scale lockdowns and allowing 
some positive cases to isolate at home following 
widespread protests against the restrictions. The 
decision indicated that the world’s second-largest 
economy is finally shifting towards living with 
COVID after years of grinding curbs stifled growth. 

“We welcome very much the decisive actions 
taken by the Chinese authorities... to recalibrate the 
COVID policies so as to create a better impetus for 
the revival of growth in China,” International 
Monetary Fund managing director Kristalina 
Georgieva said at a press briefing with the heads of 
other major economic institutions. 

The effort to boost vaccination rates and anti-
viral treatments “is very good for the Chinese peo-
ple, but also important for Asia and the rest of the 
world”, Georgieva added. “China’s performance 
matters (not just) to China-it matters to the world 
economy as well.” The global economy has been 
rocked this year, with Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
adding to a stuttering post-pandemic recovery and 
a cost of living crisis in many countries. The retreat 
from zero-COVID “will help remove one set of 
uncertainties” in a world reeling from the impacts 
of the pandemic, the war in Ukraine and climate 
change, said WTO Director-General Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala at the same briefing. 

Secretary-general of the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, Mathias 
Cormann, said the “adjustments will support the 
strength of the recovery both in China and globally”. 

 
Further relaxations  

Beijing’s step back from zero-COVID has helped 
to prop up global stock markets fearful of a loom-
ing recession in the United States, but analysts 
have warned that China’s route to a full reopening 
remains bumpy.  

Long criticized for disrupting business opera-

tions and global supply chains, the zero-COVID 
policy has acted as a constraint on China’s econo-
my, with analysts expecting Beijing to miss its stat-
ed annual growth target of 5.5 percent. Public frus-
tration with snap lockdowns and mass testing 
boiled over last month as protesters took to the 
streets in cities around the country, with some call-
ing for greater political freedoms in China’s most 
widespread demonstrations since 1989. 

On Friday, China rolled back more restrictions, 
with the culture and tourism ministry announcing 
that visitors will no longer be required to show 
“health codes” when entering a range of venues. 

A spokesperson for the National Health 
Commission (NHC) said at a press briefing that 
hospitals must not refuse care to coronavirus-posi-
tive patients, state broadcaster CCTV reported. 

The move marks a further pivot away from 
China’s longstanding strategy of isolating all those 
who test positive and treating them in state-run 
quarantine facilities. Some of those facilities will 
now be transformed into “sub-designated hospi-
tals... equipped with certain treatment faculties” 
including 10 percent of berths reserved for “obser-
vation and care”, CCTV quoted the NHC’s Jiao 
Yahui as saying. 

Demand for home treatments and personal pro-
tective gear has surged along with concerns over 
possible large-scale outbreaks, even though offi-
cial statistics have reported a decline in new cases 
in recent days. China’s market regulator said 
Friday that it would crack down on price gouging 
after the retail price of a traditional flu treatment 
as much as quadrupled in the first few days of 
December. —AFP

Global economic chiefs laud  
China’s zero-COVID reversal

Decision to create a better impetus for revival of growth in China: Georgieva

 

KFH announces  
the winners of  
Al-Rabeh draw 

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) 
announced the winners of the Al-Rabeh draw 
with 20 customers winning cash prizes worth 
KD 1,500 each for the third and fourth week 
of November 2022. 

The winners of KD 1,500 are: Khaleel 
Buarki, Fady UbaidAllah, Abdulaziz Al-Enezi, 
Mounira Al-Hajri, Yousef Bin Jamea, Hanan Al-
Ahmad, Mubarak Al-Ajmi, Abdullah Tlaib, 
Aisha Nassar, Eman Al-Fahad, Minqith 
Humoud, Huda Al-Azmi, Sallah Al-Maea, 
Mansour Al-Shammari, Nasser Al-Masri, 
Faisal Sandal, Mohammed Hussain, Shaha Al-
Enezi, Manal shideed, Madawi Al-Harbi.  

The newly-designed Al-Rabeh campaign 
launched by KFH in 2022, provides prizes and 
draws that offer customers several chances of 
winning “weekly, monthly and quarterly”. The 
campaign crowns 536 winners throughout the 
year. The draw took place under the supervi-
sion of a representative from the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. 

The campaign is part of KFH’s ongoing 
efforts to offer exceptional products and serv-
ices that meet customers’ aspirations, enhance 
the Bank’s leadership in the local and global 
markets, as well as reflect its excellence in 
offering innovative banking solutions as per 
the highest quality standards.  

The Al-Rabeh account is a salary account 
available to customers wishing to transfer their 
salaries and manage their personal accounts. 
Customers can open Al-Rabeh account in any 
of KFH branches in Kuwait, or through the 
Bank’s online channels. The account can be 
opened in the Kuwaiti dinar and is targeted for 
customers wishing to transfer their salaries 
and manage their personal accounts. Salary 
transfer is a prerequisite for customers to 
enter the draw provided that the transfer of 
salary to Al-Rabeh account is constant. 

Regarding the terms and conditions of the 
prizes and draws, a customer is able to deposit 
3 salaries during the three months prior to the 
draw, and the minimum balance of the account 
should not be less than KD 50 at the end of 
each month during the three months prior to 
the draw. Ten draws take place on a weekly 
basis for amount of KD 1,500 for 10 winners 
each, 1kg of KFH gold will be drawn monthly 
for one winner and KD 25,000 for one winner 
every quarter, reaching a total number of 536 
winners during the year. KFH is keen to further 
meet customers’ requirements and aspirations 
and their increasing needs as well as offer 
innovative and modern services, therefore 
achieving customer satisfaction, which is one 
of the fundamentals at KFH. The Bank has 
achieved a qualitative shift in the level of finan-
cial services by utilizing technology.

Disgraced crypto  
king’s high-risk  
strategy 

 
NEW YORK: Omnipresent on talk shows and confer-
ence panels, disgraced cryptocurrency tycoon Sam 
Bankman-Fried is defying the advice of the legal profes-
sion and staying in the public eye despite facing the real 
threat of prosecution and even jail time. As the architect 
and former CEO of a bankrupt enterprise that cannot 
account for billions of dollars in missing customer funds, 
Bankman-Fried faces scrutiny from regulators, prosecu-
tors and politicians. 

Bankman-Fried’s media blitz will head to Washington on 
Tuesday where the 30-year-old has agreed to testify 
before the House Financial Services Committee at a hear-
ing about the crypto exchange’s overnight collapse. The 
testimony in the US capital will mark a throwback to the 
heady period before FTX’s sudden implosion last month, 
when the mop-haired computer whiz was feted in 
Washington as a respectable face for cryptocurrency who 
doled out tens of millions of dollars in political donations. 

“By speaking out, Mr Bankman-Fried is putting himself 
in greater jeopardy and acting contrary to what compe-
tent counsel would advise a client,” said Jacob Frenkel, a 
former Justice Department prosecutor at Dickinson 
Wright. As much as anyone, Bankman-Fried had embodied 
the apparent arrival of cryptocurrency as a major market 
in finance and no longer a frowned on get-rich-quick 
scheme shunned by the establishment. 

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology graduate, 
the son of two Stanford Law School professors, fit the 
tech wunderkind profile as he posed for magazine spreads 
and pushed Super Bowl television spots and other splashy 
marketing campaigns to draw in investors. But after reach-
ing a valuation of $32 billion, FTX’s implosion was swift 
following a November 2 report on the cryptocurrency 
news site CoinDesk on ties between FTX and Alameda, a 

trading company also controlled by Bankman-Fried. 
The report exposed that Alameda’s balance sheet was 

heavily built on the FTT currency - a token created by 
FTX and with no independent value. The price of FTT 
plunged in early November, roiling both Alameda and 
FTX, where Alameda had large trading positions. Reeling 
from customer withdrawals and short some $8 billion, FTX 
and some 100 related entities filed for bankruptcy protec-
tion on November 11, inviting scrutiny from regulators, 
prosecutors and furious clients who had believed the hype 
about cryptocurrency. 

Among the revelations, FTX propped up Alameda with 
billions of dollars in customer funds that are now likely lost 
forever. Such a use of investor money would constitute 
fraud if it flouted the terms of agreement between cus-
tomers and FTX, legal analysts said. Questions also linger 
over whether Bankman-Fried engaged in market manipu-
lation, or illegally provided inside information to Alameda. 

 
‘Attention can be addictive’ 

Usually people in Bankman-Fried’s shoes follow coun-
sel’s orders to keep a low profile, said defense attorneys 
interviewed by AFP. Public comments increase the risk of 
false or problematic statements, or of torpedoing a poten-
tial defense strategy, said Aitan Goelman, a former direc-
tor of enforcement at the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission. The “limelight and public attention can be 
addictive,” Goelman said and Bankman-Fried “finds it 
impossible to sit there and keep his mouth shut, which is 
the smart thing to do.” Through a spokesman, Mark 
Cohen, a defense attorney representing Bankman-Fried, 
declined to comment when asked by AFP. 

Since his downfall, Bankman-Fried has generally 
adopted a contrite tone in interviews, which he usually 
carries out by video link from FTX’s Bahamas headquar-
ters. “I didn’t ever try to commit fraud on anyone,” 
Bankman-Fried told a New York Times conference on 
November 30. “Clearly I made a lot of mistakes or things I 
would be able to give anything to be able to do over 
again.” Bankman-Fried acknowledged poor corporate 
controls and that the interrelationship with Alameda was 
problematic. He said he was caught off guard by the size 
of Alameda’s position on FTX. 

But some were unpersuaded, including CNBC anchor 
Rebecca Quick who concluded that “that guy’s a crook 
and a liar.” Frenkel, who worked in a senior enforcement 
role at the Securities and Exchange Commission, predict-
ed the charm offensive would fall flat. “This is a desperate 
attempt to persuade the American public and potential 
jurors that he did not intend to defraud,” said Frenkel. “It’s 
a matter of when we will see a criminal indictment, not if,” 
he said. 

 
No ‘foregone conclusion’ 

Goelman agreed that Bankman-Fried’s media blitz 
would not help his cause with prosecutors, but said an 
indictment is not a “foregone conclusion.” Goelman noted 
that the withering assessment of new FTX Chief 
Executive John Ray of the company’s lack of controls 
could be consistent with a company that was mismanaged 
but not necessarily run with fraudulent intent. But 
Bankman-Fried faces “potential serious criminal expo-
sure,” Goelman said. “These investigations take a lot of 
time,” he said. “The idea that Sam Bankman-Fried should 
be in leg irons already is inconsistent with our system of 
justice.” —AFP

Inflation in China  
falls below 2%  
in November 

 
BEIJING: China’s consumer inflation 
slowed further in November as it fell 
below two percent for the first time 
since March, official data showed 
Friday, providing authorities room to 
unveil fresh measures to kickstart the 
stuttering economy. 

Last month saw a slew of gloomy 
figures for the world’s second-largest 
economy as a hardline zero-COVID 
policy hammered businesses and 
supply chains, and dampened con-
sumption. 

In a further sign of weakening 
demand, prices paid at factory gates 
fell for the second month in a row. 

The main gauge of inflation, the 
consumer price index (CPI), rose 1.6 
percent on-year last month, down 
from 2.1 percent in October, accord-
ing to the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS). Food prices in China 
rose moderately in November by 3.7 
percent year-on-year, though pork 

rose by 34.4 percent. The cost of 
fresh vegetables decreased by 21.1 
percent. China has been relatively 
unaffected by a global surge in food 
prices since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February. 

But authorities are keeping a close 
eye on pork, widely consumed in 
China, to avoid popular discontent. 
“In November, due to the domestic 
epidemic, seasonal factors, and a 
higher base of comparison in the 
same period last year, CPI turned 
from rising to falling month-on-month 
and fell back year-on-year,” said 
Dong Lijuan, a statistician at the BNS. 
Producer prices contracted 1.3 per-
cent in November, the same as 
October, owing to weak demand and 
the imposition of COVID containment 
measures. 

Despite authorities loosening 
zero-COVID restrictions, travel 
between provinces remains compli-
cated and health COVID policies 
continue to vary from place to place. 
The figures should provide the 
People’s Bank of China some leeway 
to introduce more stimulus measures 
for the economy, having already low-
ered the amount of cash lenders must 

keep in reserve, allowing them to pro-
vide more loans. 

Friday’s data indicated “economic 
momentum continued to weaken”, 
said Zhang Zhiwei, at Pinpoint Asset 
Management, according to 
Bloomberg News. “I expect the gov-
ernment will do more to boost market 
and household confidence. The fast 

pace of reopening indicates the gov-
ernment’s sense of urgency.” Chinese 
leaders have set an annual economic 
growth target of about 5.5 percent, 
but many observers think the country 
will  struggle to hit it , despite 
announcing a better-than-expected 
3.9 percent expansion in the third 
quarter.  —AFP

SHENYANG, China: A customer buys mango at a market in Shenyang, in China’s east-
ern Liaoning province on December 9, 2022. —AFP

IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva has welcomed 
China’s relaxation of its hardline zero-COVID policy. —AFP

NEW YORK: FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried speaks 
during the New York Times DealBook Summit in the 
Appel Room at the Jazz At Lincoln Center on November 
30, 2022 in New York City. —AFP

Germany to welcome  
first floating terminal 

 
BERLIN: Germany is set to receive its first floating gas 
terminal, officials said Friday, as the country looks to 
replace Russian supplies it previously received via 
pipeline. The “Hoegh Esperanza” will dock at the northern 
port of Wilhelmshaven in the coming days, loaded with an 
initial shipment of liquefied natural gas (LNG), a govern-
ment spokeswoman said Friday. The ship - a so-called 
floating storage and regasification unit (FSRU) - is carry-
ing enough LNG from Nigeria to supply “50,000 house-
holds for a year”, she said. 

The vessel, currently off the coast of Brittany, France, 
according to the website Marine Traffic, will stay docked 
at Wilhelmshaven on Germany’s North Sea coast for 

several years. The platform that will connect the unit to 
the onshore gas network was built at breakneck speed 
in a matter of months and will be inaugurated by 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz on December 17. The 
Wilhelmshaven terminal, which will start pumping gas 
from December 22, according to the operator Uniper, 
will allow for the import of gas equivalent to 20 percent 
of the previous supplies from Russia. 

Unlike other European countries, Germany did not 
already have any terminals for the import of LNG, 
instead getting the majority of its gas from Russia via 
undersea and overland pipelines. Following the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, Moscow progressively dwindled 
gas deliveries to Germany, before cutting them off com-
pletely in September. In order to secure the country’s 
energy supply, officials in Berlin have poured billions of 
euros into the development of sea terminals for the 
import of LNG. —AFP 

Stock markets  
mixed on renewed  
US Fed rate fears 

 
NEW YORK: Global stocks had a mixed showing 
Friday, with hotter-than-expected US wholesale prices 
renewing concerns that the Federal Reserve will push on 
with aggressive policies against inflation. Investors have 
been poring over economic data as they try to antici-
pate if the US central bank will shift to a softer approach 
to interest rate hikes at a regular meeting next week. 

While inflation has shown signs of easing, govern-
ment data released Friday showed that producer prices 
still remained elevated, sending key US indices into the 

red. Meanwhile, markets welcomed China’s easing of its 
zero-COVID restrictions, which have hammered the 
world’s second biggest economy. China’s consumer 
inflation slowed further in November as well, falling 
below two percent and giving authorities room to unveil 
fresh stimulus measures. 

Hong Kong shares closed sharply higher Friday, 
building on big gains for the week while Chinese main-
land markets were also higher. European markets also 
ended the day higher. Wall Street stocks finished lower, 
with the S&P 500 and Nasdaq Composite Index both 
shedding 0.7 percent, while the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average fell 0.9 percent. 

This came after the producer price index-a gauge of 
inflation-rose by 0.3 percent in November, more than 
analysts expected. “Wall Street had a somewhat mixed 
day of economic data,” said Edward Moya of the OAN-
DA trading platform. —AFP 
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P
op diva Celine Dion on Thursday
tearfully revealed that she is suffer-
ing from Stiff-Person Syndrome, a

rare neurological disorder that is affecting
her singing, and said she would have to
cancel or postpone a series of European
shows. In a five-minute video posted on
Instagram in French and English, a clearly
emotional Dion said she had been dealing
with the health problems “for a long time.”

“Recently I have been diagnosed with a
very rare neurological disorder called Stiff-
Person Syndrome which affects some-
thing like one in a million people,” the
Canadian hitmaker said.

It has been causing spasms that “affect
every aspect of my daily life, sometimes
causing difficulties when I walk and not
allowing me to use my vocal cords to sing
the way I’m used to,” she said. “It hurts me
to tell you today this means I won’t be
ready to restart my tour in Europe in
February.”

Dion, who is 54, said she was support-
ed by her children and a team of doctors
working every day to improve her condi-
tion, but added: “I have to admit, it’s been
a struggle.”

Titanic fame 
Dion rose from small-town Quebec to

worldwide fame in the 1990s with hits
such as “My Heart Will Go On”-the theme
to James Cameron’s Oscar-winning film
“Titanic”-and “The Power of Love”, and
has continued to sell out huge stadiums
around the world. That success was par-
layed into a regular gig at Caesar’s Palace
in Las Vegas, where she had multiple long
residencies.

She first mentioned the spasms when
she delayed her European tour earlier this
year. Stiff-Person Syndrome (SPS) causes
muscle stiffness as well as spasms, nor-
mally between the ages of 30 to 60. The
symptoms can remain stable in some cas-

es, but get progressively worse in others.
According to the US National Institutes

of Health, it affects twice as many women
as men. If left untreated, SPS can poten-
tially lead to difficulty walking and signifi-
cantly impact a person’s ability to perform
routine daily tasks. Although the exact
cause of this syndrome is unknown, it is
believed to be an autoimmune disease
and sometimes occurs with other autoim-
mune diseases.

‘All I know is singing’ 
“All I know is singing, it’s what I’ve done

all my life and it’s what I love to do the
most,” said Dion, breaking into tears. “I
miss seeing all of you, being on the stage,
performing for you.”

Her spring dates in Europe, which were
due to begin in the Czech Republic in
February, have been postponed to 2024,
while eight of her summer shows have
been cancelled entirely. A number of per-
formances between late August and
October have not been changed. The
“Courage World Tour” began in 2019, and
Dion had completed 52 shows before the
COVID-19 pandemic put the remainder on
hold. She later cancelled the North
American section of the tour due to her
health problems.

It was to be the Grammy winner’s first
global concert tour in a decade and the
first without her husband-manager Rene
Angelil, who died from cancer in 2016.

The showbiz community voiced support
for Dion on Instagram, with fellow singer
Gwen Stefani, fashion designer Donatella
Versace and actress Kate Hudson among
tens of thousands leaving well wishes.
Dion sounded a note of optimism at the
end of her video message. “I have hope
that I’m on the road to recovery. This is my
focus,” she said. — AFP

T
he days of gigantic personalities
like John Gall iano, Jean-Paul
Gaultier and Karl Lagerfeld stomp-

ing their way around the fashion world
are over. Today’s stars might still be
extraordinary individuals, but it is discre-
tion that sells. The recent difficulties at
Balenciaga-over ads with suggestions of
child abuse and its ties to rapper Kanye
West-have highlighted the risks of hav-
ing a provocative figurehead.

Creative director Demna (who has
dropped his last name Gvasalia) has
made Balenciaga arguably the hottest
brand of the moment, but his edgy
approach and celebrity friends suddenly
look like a liability. Many brands are
moving away from the whole idea of the
big-name designer.

Louis Vuitton has yet to replace Virgil
Abloh since his tragically early death
last year, with work now handled by his
studio. That will also be the case at
Gucci until further notice, following the
departure last month of flamboyant
designer Alessandro Michele, whose
revamp of the Italian brand was a huge
success-until it wasn’t.

Other hot houses-Hermes, Chanel,
Dior-are happy to go with designers who
keep away from the limelight. “The situ-
ations are different, but they reveal a
trend: it’s the golden age of low pro-
files,” said Arnaud Cadart, of asset man-
agement company Flornoy Ferri.

Interpreters 
The shift reflects the fact that many

brands are now established and don’t
need a star. “Brand identity is no longer

about the designer. Designers are
interpreters of brand identity,” added
Julie El Ghouzzi, of fashion consultan-
cy Cultz. When Lagerfeld passed away
in 2019, his mantle passed to his right-
hand man, who has quietly continued
his work.

Nadege Vanhee-Cybulski and
Veronique Nichanian at Hermes, or
Virginie Viard at Chanel, are little-known
outside the trade.

Demna now looks like an outlier. The
41-year-old Georgian has been listed in
Time’s 100 most influential people, and

has a long-time muse in Kim
Kardashian.

But he is a constant provocateur: his
$1,800 garbage bags seemed particu-
larly ill-suited to a show in March that
was dedicated to Ukrainian refugees.
And his ties to Kanye, who featured in
Balenciaga’s September show in Paris,
are damaging, even if Demna moved
quickly to sever ties after the rapper’s
recent anti-Semitic outbursts. “It is diffi-
cult to imagine that this does not break
the brand’s momentum, which was
going very strongly,” said Cadart.

‘A little madness’ 
The beginning of the end of big-name

designers is often traced to Galliano’s
removal from Dior in 2011 after he was
filmed making his own anti-Semitic out-
burst in a restaurant. “The bigger the
houses, the more luxury becomes a
mass market. Now they’re looking for
more discreet artistic directors,” said
Benjamin Simmenauer, professor at the
French Fashion Institute.

It’s a delicate balance. Michele’s
baroque, offbeat shows for Gucci drew
attention, but not so many sales. “The

markets want Gucci to sell black hand-
bags and not pink frills all over the place
that normal people wouldn’t dare to
wear,” said Cadart.

But that sort of safe-so-called “time-
less”-approach would end up hurting
Gucci, which has always had transgres-
sion in its DNA. “The risk is that people
get bored. Fashion is supposed to enter-
tain and ask questions,” said
Simmenauer. “You need some seduction,
a little madness.” — AFP

PARIS: In this file photo taken on March 5,
2022 French fashion designer Nadege Vanhee-
Cybulski acknowledges the audience at the
end of the Hermes Fall-Winter 2022-2023 col-
lection fashion show during the Paris
Womenswear Fashion Week, in Paris.

MILAN: In this file photo taken on February 19,
2020 Italian fashion designer Alessandro
Michele acknowledges applause following the
presentation of Gucci’s women Fall - Winter
2020 collection in Milan. 

PARIS: In this file photo, French fashion
designer Virginie Viard acknowledges the
audience at the end of the Chanel’s women
Fall-Winter 2020-2021 Ready-to-Wear collec-
tion fashion show in Paris, on March 3, 2020. 

PARIS: In this file photo taken on July 1, 2018
Georgian fashion designer Demna Gvasalia
talks to people at the end of the Vetements’
men and women’s Spring/Summer 2019 col-
lection fashion show, in Paris. —AFP photos

Mediawan buys
majority stake in
Brad Pitt’s Plan B
F

rench media company Mediawan
has bought a majority stake in US
film star Brad Pitt’s production

house Plan B Entertainment, it said
Friday, in a deal reportedly worth more
than $300 million. Plan B, co-founded by
Pitt in the early 2000s with his then-wife
Jennifer Aniston has three best picture
Oscar winners to its name: “The
Departed”, “Twelve Years a Slave” and
“Moonlight”.

The deal “marks the deployment of
Mediawan into the American market,”
the French company said in a press
release which did not say how much the
deal was worth. The Financial Times
reported the deal had valued Plan B
Entertainment at more than $300 million.

“Cinema is becoming international.
Talents are emerging all over the world,”
Pitt said in an interview with Le Parisien
newspaper. “For our future projects, we
have to look outside the United States.”

With Mediawan “we have the same
conception of how to produce films and
series,” he added.

In a press release Mediawan CEO
Pierre-Antoine Capton said the deal was
“an exceptional opportunity to be able to
develop Mediawan alongside Plan B, the
most beautiful independent production
company in the US.” Founded in 2015
Mediawan produces and distributes
films, series and streaming shows and
has recently snapped up several produc-
tion houses across Europe.—AFP

‘My Kalashnikov 
is my pen’: Ukraine
artist wages war
on Putin
E

very day Russia wages war on
Ukraine, Mykola Kovalenko makes
an anti-war poster. The Ukrainian

graphic artist has stuck to the pledge since
Russian troops invaded in February.
Kovalenko uses simple shapes to create
posters that pack a punch. The 49-year-
old, who has lived in Slovakia since 2015,
said he initially wanted to take up arms
against Russia.

“Then I realised that I can be more use-
ful doing what I am good at. My
Kalashnikov is my pen,” he said.

His mother and a sister still live in a part
of the Zaporizhzhia region in southern
Ukraine under Russian occupation.
“Maybe once a week they send me a text
message saying they are still alive. “Many
of my friends are fighting the Russians,
some of them have already been killed,”
said Kovalenko, who was head designer at
the Saatchi & Saatchi advertising agency
in Ukraine before he moved away.

‘I would like to stop’ 
The award-winning artist’s posters

include one to mark International Women’s
Day on March 8 showing a bullet budding
like a flower. “This is the present Putin sent
to Ukrainian women,” he said.

A stylized coffin partially revealing the
Russian president’s name is one of his
best-known posters.

Putin’s death “is surely one way to end
the war,” he said, calling the president “a
symbol of aggression and war all over the
world.” Kovalenko watches the news every
morning, and he never lacks inspiration for
his series.

One of his posters depicts a clenched
fist resembling a flower, another a hand
with three fingers missing and the remain-
ing two showing a victory sign in Ukraine’s
national colors.

“This is the price Ukraine has to pay for
its victory,” Kovalenko said. One of his first
anti-war posters shows a Ukrainian flag
partially vanishing. He created the piece a
couple of days before the start of the
Russian invasion. “This is how I felt about
the situation,” he said.

He sells his art to raise money to sup-
port Ukraine and his posters are now
exhibited throughout Slovakia. But despite
the posters’ success, he would rather not
have to make any more and wants the war
to end immediately. “I would like to stop
this series right now,” he said. — AFP

Brad Pitt

BRATISLAVA: Ukrainian graphic designer Mykola Kovalenko poses during a photo session in
front of his posters in downtown Bratislava, Slovakia on November 29, 2022. The award-winning
artist, who has lived in Slovakia since 2015, said he initially wanted to take up arms against
Russia. — AFP

P
op megastar Taylor Swift is set to
direct a feature-length film, US
media reported Friday. The singer-

songwriter behind hits like “Shake It Off”
has written a script that will be produced
by Searchlight Pictures, Variety and oth-
ers reported.

“Taylor is a once in a generation artist
and storyteller,” Searchlight presidents

David Greenbaum and Matthew
Greenfield said.

“It is a genuine joy and privilege to col-
laborate with her as she embarks on this
exciting and new creative journey.”

Details about the feature, including its
plot and casting, were not made available.

The American superstar last year wrote
and directed the 15-minute-long short film

“All Too Well,” which served as the music
video for the re-recorded and expanded
version of her 2012 song, and has
behind-the-scenes credits on several oth-
er of her music videos.

Swift is one of the most successful
artists of the last few decades. Demand
for her upcoming “Eras” tour was so
strong that Ticketmaster ’s systems

crashed last month when tickets went
on sale.

Multi-Grammy-winning Swift — she
has 11 — is the only solo artist to win two
best direction awards at the MTV Music
Video Awards. Her 10th studio album,
“Midnights,” was released to critical
acclaim in October.—AFP

Taylor Swift 
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Apple TV + series “Little America”
returned to screens for a second
season Friday with the aim of chal-

lenging the American dream, creator Sian
Heder told AFP. From the Song family and
their hat store in Detroit to Jibril, a Somali
cook in Minneapolis, the dream’s ideal-that
you can succeed in the United States
through hard work and perseverance-is
still alive. But the emotional toll of uproot-
ing oneself, financial difficulties, family
pressure to succeed and sometimes the
disappointment of failing to connect to
New York City appear throughout the eight
sub-40-minute episodes, which are
inspired by true stories.

They include Zahir, an Afghan pianist
who comes to the Big Apple to escape the
Taleban and ends up enrolling in the con-
servatory of music but is far from his moth-
er back home. “One of the themes we
were really interested in exploring this year
was, what happens when the American
Dream doesn’t work out the way that you

expect it to,” said Heder.
For Heder-the director of 2021 movie

“CODA,” which won three Oscars this
year including best picture-the “whole
idea of America of like, pull him up by
your bootstraps, and capitalism, and it’s
up to you to make it work out, you know,
is a huge strain.”

“It’s an incredible amount of pressure
on an individual. “This is the land of oppor-
tunity, but in a way. There’s not a lot of
safety nets in this country to catch you if
you don’t succeed,” she added.

The first season was released in early
2020, when ex-president Donald Trump
still occupied the White House. “There
was almost a reactivity to all the negativity
where we felt that we needed to be very
optimistic and positive about this country
and take it back, in a way.”

“I think this season there’s probably
more freedom to explore the nuances and
complications of whatever the American
dream means,” said the 45-year-old

Heder. The series is adapted from Epic
Magazine’s portraits of immigrants.

Some of the episodes are humorous
and light-hearted, such as the one where
a Sri Lankan immigrant in Texas partici-
pates in a car-kissing contest. The con-
testant who keeps his or her lips pressed
to the car the longest wins the car. “What
we are looking for in our subjects are very
average people in a way,” said Heder.

The cultural mosaic of America is
reflected in the actors’ dialogue, which
often occurs in their original language, and
in the dishes they eat around the dinner
table. Each episode ends with an epilogue
where we discover the real character who
inspired the story.

“I think through our commitment to try
to honor their real experience, you actually
get a much more true portrait of what it’s
like to be here,” said Heder, who was born
in Massachusetts. — AFP

Dishes of spit-roasted lamb were
served and the sound of electric gui-
tars echoed across the pink

Saharan dunes towards the Air Mountains.
“It’s like playing at home,” said musician
Oumara Moctar.

The desert, he said, “is where we were
born, where we grew up, and reminds us
of where we come from.” One of the
biggest cultural events in the Sahel region,
the Air Festival returned last week, bring-
ing the songs, dances and oral traditions
of the nomadic Tuareg culture to an audi-
ence of thousands — and a burst of hope
for jihadist-scarred Niger. The eagerly-
awaited three-day party unfolded in

Iferouane, an oasis sandwiched between
desert and mountains 1,200 kilometers
(750 miles) from the Nigerien capital
Niamey.

Some 5,000 people, many of them
local VIPs and a few foreigners, replaced
the desert’s usual calm with a ballet of
4x4s whipping up plumes of dust. After
attending concerts and beauty pageants,
festival-goers spent long hours reclining
on mats where, in between rounds of tea,
discussion ranged from the merits of
Toyota pick-up trucks to barely-concealed
regionalism. “Tuareg culture, in a nutshell,”
smiled  young Iferouane resident
Mohamed Bouhamid.

If not for the pervasive presence of
troops to provide security, this scene could
have taken place some two decades ago.
The festival, launched in 2001, last took
place in 2020. In its prime, well-heeled
European visitors beat a path to Niger and
neighboring Mali, and men who are now
rebel chiefs worked as tourist guides. An
airline linked Paris directly to Agadez in
Niger and to Gao and Kidal in Mali. For
many years, the Paris-Dakar rally raced
through the desert. Memories of this hal-
cyon time persist today, despite the two
jihadist insurgencies that beset Niger, and
its chronic poverty — it is ranked the
world’s poorest country by the benchmark
of the UN Human Development Index.

‘Hysteria’ 
After six French citizens were killed just

outside Niamey in 2020, France — previ-
ously the main source of tourists —
declared Niger a “red zone” and recom-
mended travel there be avoided. For those
wishing to visit the festival in Iferouane,
the French authorities recommended post-
ponement. Deputy mayor Hamadi Yahaya
denounced “these embassies” that “have
sparked hysteria” despite the conflict
being more than 1,000 kms away from
Iferouane. Mayor El Gondj Ahmed , or “the
Honorable” as he is called locally, repeat-
edly said “everything is secure here.” In
addition to the troops, dozens of Ishumars
— a name given to former rebels — “have
been deployed in the surrounding desert”,
said Rhissa Ag Boula, a rebel leader who
now serves as an adviser to Nigerien
President Mohamed Bazoum.

At nearby Chiriet, the Ishumars’ trucks
bearing recognizable white flags remained
at a discreet distance. They flanked a row-
dy race between some 80 drivers speed-
ing through the sand. Rocco Rava, an
Italian who manages a tour agency called
Societe de Voyages Sahariens (SVS), had
returned to the region for the first time in
15 years. He grew up in the regional capi-
tal Agadez where he developed his
tourism business before moving to neigh-
boring Chad when the “turbulence” began
in Niger.

“There is a strong demand,” he said,
explaining he had come to Iferouane to
check out the  possibility of bringing
tourists back. But the situation is paradox-
ical, he said: “If it’s really secure, then
tourists ask us why we need to have a
military escort.” Niger requires all
Westerners travelling to the desert to be
accompanied by an armed escort, for
which they must pay. “In what country in
the world do you do tourism with a
machine gun in front of you and another
one behind you?” asked another tourism
professional, who spoke on the condition
of anonymity. People must accept that the
“before” times are over, said the president
of Iferouane’s artisan collective, Kader
Hamadede, who has been making jew-
ellery for three decades. “The tourism
we’ll have from now on will always involve
the military, and I don’t know if tourists are
interested in that.”—AFP

IFEROUANE, Niger: Tuareg women play the tende, a drum made out of a mortar, in Iferouane
during the Festival de l’Air, a celebration of the culture of the semi-nomadic Tuareg people. 

IFEROUANE, Niger: A Tuareg dancer performs
to the rytme of the tende during the Festival
de l’Air. — AFP photos

IFEROUANE, Niger: Tuareg camel riders are seen in Iferouane during the Festival de l’Air, a cel-
ebration of the culture of the semi-nomadic Tuareg people. 

IFEROUANE, Niger: Bambino, a local Nierien
music star, performs on the Chiriet dunes.

WEST HOLLYWOOD: (Left to right) Josh Davis, Natalie Sandy, Sian Heder, Lee Eisenberg, Kumail Nanjiani, Emily V Gordon, Alan Yang, Joshuah
Bearman and Arthur Spector attend the Los Angeles Special Screening For Apple TV+ “Little America” Season 2 at The West Hollywood Edition in
West Hollywood, California. —  AFP photos

WEST HOLLYWOOD: Japanese actress Shiori
Ideta and Akisa Fukuzawa (left) arrive for
Apple TV’s Little America season two. 

LONDON: Peta’s Senior campaign manager,
Kate Werner, poses with a faux fur
bearskin hat. — AFP

WEST HOLLYWOOD: Arthur Spector (left) and
Spanish-US singer and actress Victoria Canal
arrive for Apple TV’s Little America season two. 

WEST HOLLYWOOD: US producer Lee Eisenberg (left) and Jamaican-US actress Stacy Rose arrive
for the Los Angeles special screening of Apple TV’s Little America season two, at The West
Hollywood EDITION Screening Room in West Hollywood, California. — AFP

PETA takes UK 
military to court for
rejecting fake fur hats

Animal rights group PETA said
Friday it is taking legal action
against the UK defense ministry

over its refusal to test a fake fur version of
the distinctive bearskin hats worn by cere-
monial guards. The tall black hats are
worn by the elite regiments, including for
the Changing of the Guard ceremony out-
side Buckingham Palace, and are one of
the best-known symbols of the UK. PETA
has long campaigned to stop using the fur
of Canadian Black Bears and has devel-
oped a prototype replacement hat made
of shaggy acrylic material. It said it has
filed for a “judicial review” over the
Ministry of Defense (MoD) decision, alleg-
ing “unlawful conduct”.

The charity’s lawyer Lorna Hackett
said: “We are seeking the court’s inter-
vention so that the MoD fully evaluates
the report and reaches a fresh decision
by fair process.” “Unfortunately, they’re
just holding back progress by not moving
forward with the faux fur cap,” added
PETA senior campaign manager Kate
Werner. “They refuse to test it, which they
had committed to do numerous times
over the years,” she told AFP. “And so
now we’re at the stage where we’re
mounting a legal challenge to try to force
the MoD to reconsider its decision.”

An MoD spokesperson said: “We have
been served with a legal claim in respect
of this matter and cannot provide specific
comment on ongoing legal proceedings.”
PETA has had the fake fur tested at an
MoD-accredited laboratory and claims it
meets ministry criteria on how compres-
sive and waterproof it is.

The government said in a statement
earlier this year that there were “no plans”
to switch. It said the fake fur backed by
PETA “does not in fact reach the stan-
dards needed to provide an effective
replacement for our bearskin ceremonial
caps”. —AFP
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National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK)’s Run kicked off the
morning of Saturday 10

December from two different start-
ing points: the Bneid El Gar beach
10 km race and Souq Sharq 5 km
race. Thousands of cheering sup-
porters, spectators and media
individuals lined the racing route
on the Arabian Gulf Street to the
finish line at the Shuwaikh Beach
Park, where the successful event
concluded with an award ceremo-
ny and a variety of entertaining
activities.

Thousands of participants
were running for health aware-
ness. The NBK Run culminated
with a prize giving ceremony
where NBK awarded the top 12
participants, for both male and
female and gave away many
valuable prizes from the Run’s
strategic Partner Ooredoo along-
side the brand new Nissan Kicks
car from Al-Babtain Group, NBK’s
Run strategic partner, in addition
to free airline tickets from Kuwait
Airways.

Isam Al-Sager, Vice Chairman
and Group CEO of National Bank
of Kuwait took part in the NBK
Run along with Group CEO, Al-
Babtain Group, Saleh A Al-

Babtain, Abdulaziz Yaqoub Al-
Babtain, CEO of Ooredoo Kuwait
and Kuwait Airways CEO Maen
Razouqi. 

NBK Deputy Group Chief
Executive Officer Shaikha Khaled
Al-Bahar attended the awarding
ceremony along with NBK- Kuwait
Chief Executive Officer, Salah
Yousef Al-Fulaij, Faisal Al-Hamad,
CEO - Global Wealth
Management and, NBK General
Manager Consumer Banking
Group Mohammad Al-Othman,
NBK General Manager  Group

Human Resources Emad Al-
Ablani and NBK General Manager
Operations Group Mohammed Al-
Kharafi.

It’s worth mentioning that, for
the past 28 years and in line with
the bank’s social responsibility,
NBK encouraged people to run
and walk for their health and well-
being in the NBK Run. This year,
NBK Run celebrated its 28th
anniversary. As the first sports
event in the region, NBK Run con-
tinues its long tradition in support-
ing the community.

Support children with cancer
NBK is keen to meet people’s

expectations every year because

it’s the bank’s duty and commit-
ment.  NBK strongly supports
sporting events and encourages
physical activities as a means to
promote a healthier and more
active lifestyle for members of the
community. Titled “Let’s Run For
Them”, NBK’s Run aimed to
encourage children with cancer as
part of the registration fees will be
a donation.

NBK announces the winner
of KD 125,000 in Al-Jawhara
monthly draw

National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
continues to reward its customers
with an outstanding array of
draws, prizes and offers all year
round. In this context, the bank
announced Aida Hussein Issa
Sadiq as the winner of Al-Jawhara
monthly prize worth KD 125,000
for November 2022.

Nissan Kicks  from NBK Run
strategic sponsor Al-Babtain 

Aliaa Al-Enezi was the lucky
winners of the brand new Nissan
Kicks, presented by Saleh A Al-
Babtain from Al-Babtain Group
during NBK’s Run grand prize
draw that was supervised by the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. The winner was among
thousands of participants who
were entitled to the draw automat-
ically after their online registration.

Ooredoo Rewards 
Ooredoo awarded the top race

winners with exclusive prizes:
annual subscription in “Shamel”
plan and the new Apple watch
releases. Also, Hatim Loka, Sara
Al-Shammeri, Faisal Al-Wshaitan,
were announced as the winners
in the draw on free tickets to
watch Paris Saint German (PSG)
& World Cup football match live in
France and Qatar.

Kuwait Airways rewards 
Kuwait Airways awarded Ali Ali,

Eman Nadoom, Omar Abdulaziz,
Reem Al-Shaheen and
Mohammad Al- Sayafi in NBK
Run draw with 10 airline tickets to
different regional destinations
including Europe. All the draws
took place under the supervision
of the Ministry of Commerce.

Live coverage
NBK’s social media team

broadcasted the Run on NBK’s
Official Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn and Instagram pages. 

Gulf Road celebrations
Multiple points were set up

along the race route starting from
Bneid El Gar Beach and Souq
Sharq towards the Shuwaikh
Beach Park that witnessed spe-
cial festivities and celebrations.

Special thanks
It is worth mentioning that,

NBK Run was supported by the
strategic partners Al-Babtain
Group and Ooredoo. The event
was organized in cooperation with
many efforts including Kuwait
Airways, the Kuwait Municipality,
Kuwait Fire Force, Wara Hospital
and the Touristic Enterprises
Company, KDD and ABC in addi-
tion to Ministry of Commerce,
Health Medical Emergency,
Kuwait Fire Force and the Ministry
of Interior. Kuwait Airways as well
took part in supporting the event
by offering special prizes to the
race’s winners and participants. 

LOYAC volunteers
LOYAC volunteers were pres-

ent at the finish line to cheer the
participants, encourage them and
give them memorial medals and
water bottles. 

Preparations
By the early morning hours,

organizers ensured the full readi-
ness of the site to receive the par-
ticipants. The event started after
NBK volunteers finalized all
required organizational and pre-

ventive measures to ensure the
safety of the contestants.  

Special needs 
NBK dedicated a special com-

petition within the race for people
with special needs, as part of the
bank’s beliefs of the utmost
importance of involving all mem-
bers of society and their ability to
prove their active and vital role in
various areas and fields, particu-
larly sports. 

The Run’s village
As part of the event, a group of

sports, entertainment, medical
and food groups displayed their
products at the finish point of the
race and presented their latest
services and offers.

Stage ceremony
NBK presented a large number

of prizes and surprises during the
final ceremony at the Shuwaikh
beach, in response to the public’s
great interaction with the bank’s
social mission, which receives
overwhelming response each
year from all age groups, particu-
larly young people. 

Top NBK management watches the NBK Run.

NBK Run participants pose for a group picture.
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     News in brief

Spain surprise NZ at  
World Rugby Sevens 
 
CAPE TOWN: Mighty New Zealand suffered a 
shock start to their bid for the World Rugby 
Sevens Series at the Cape Town Stadium when 
they slipped to a 14-10 defeat at the hands of out-
siders Spain on Friday. Australia also had a setback 
on the opening day when they lost to Great Britain 
but it was the defeat of New Zealand, the most 
successful team in the history of the series, that 
was the big surprise in the men’s event. New 
Zealand, who reached the semi-finals of last 
week’s tournament in Dubai, produced an error-
ridden display against a tigerish Spanish team. The 
Spanish were good value for a 7-0 lead at half-
time, with Manu Moreno scoring a try after the 
hooter following a period of sustained pressure. 
New Zealand hit back with an unconverted try by 
Regan Ware immediately after the break but Spain 
made virtually certain of victory when Juan Ramos 
scored in the last minute. New Zealand’s Moses 
Leo scored with seconds remaining but there was 
no time to push for a New Zealand win. 
 
 
Odermatt lashes  
‘idiotic’ schedule 
 
VAL-D’ISERE: Swiss ski star Marco Odermatt took 
aim at the sport’s governing body Friday, calling their 
World Cup scheduling “idiotic” ahead of a packed 
program that saw him question whether skiers’ safety 
had been considered. Having returned from the cir-
cuit’s early-season North America swing on Monday, 
Odermatt is among the favorites for Saturday’s giant 
slalom in the French resort of Val d’Isere before five 
races in five days from Thursday in Italy. The 25-year-
old Swiss, who won last season’s overall World Cup 
title, is due to take part in two official training runs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, before Thursday’s downhill 
in Val Gardena - rescheduled after the Beaver Creek 
race was cancelled - before a super-G and a second 
downhill in the same setting. The following two days 
will see him race back-to-back giant slaloms in Alta 
Badia, Italy. “It’s a hell of a program, especially after 
three weeks in North America,” Odermatt said. “I’m 
trying to keep as much energy as possible. I find it 
totally idiotic on the part of FIS (International Ski 
Federation). Scheduling such a program of races is 
not thinking about safety. 
 
 

Yamaguchi and Tai  
cruise into decider 
 
BANGKOK: World champion Akane Yamaguchi on 
Saturday booked a ticket to the last stage of the 
season-ending badminton World Tour Finals in 
Bangkok, crushing Olympic gold medalist Chen 
Yufei. The Badminton World Federation shifted its 
$1.5 million flagship event to the Thai capital’s 
Nimibutr Arena after original host China dropped 
the tournament due to its tough COVID restrictions. 
The semi-final on Saturday was a rematch of a clash 
from Thursday in which Chen beat Yamaguchi in 
straight games in the women’s singles. Yamaguchi 
got off to a flying start in the latest match-up with 
feisty smash shots and fancy footwork but Chen 
fought hard to stay in contention. The Japanese 25-
year-old managed to seal the first game 21-19 after 
an electrifying final rally. Momentum stayed with her 
in the second, where she carved out a nine-point 
advantage by the mid-game interval before clinching 
it 21-10. “For the second game, I played well with all 
my power and skills and the win in the first game 
boosted my confidence and helped me win easily,” 
Yamaguchi told reporters.  —From AFP  

Sixers hold off Lakers as  
Bucks trounce Mavericks

Pelicans beat Phoenix 128-117; Suns fall to 16-10
WASHINGTON: James Harden seized command of 
a roller-coaster NBA contest in overtime to lift 
Philadelphia past the Los Angeles Lakers 133-122 on 
Friday after nearly squandering a 19-point lead. Joel 
Embiid scored 38 points and grabbed 12 rebounds, 
De’Anthony Melton added a career-high 33 points 
with seven steals and Harden scored nine of his 28 
points in overtime to spark the host 76ers to victory. 
Philadelphia seized a 102-84 edge early in the fourth 
quarter before the Lakers, who were led by 31 points 
from Anthony Davis, erased a nine-point deficit in 
the final 29 seconds to force extra time, aided by 
three 76ers turnovers in the span. 

But Harden’s heroics included a 3-point play, a 
jumper and four free throws as the Sixers began 
overtime with a 12-0 run and the Lakers missed their 
first nine overtime shots. “We should never have 
been in that position in the first place,” Embiid said. 
“That’s what we have been talking about all season 
long. “We’ve got to be better. It wasn’t good enough. 
We’ve got to be locked in for 48 minutes. “That end, 
that wasn’t us. But I’m glad we responded in over-
time and ended up winning.” 

LeBron James, who missed his first six shots, 
scored 23 points for the Lakers while Davis added 12 
rebounds despite foul trouble and reserve Austin 
Reaves had 25 points. Russell Westbrook delivered 
the first Lakers triple-double off the bench since 
Magic Johnson in 1996 with 12 points, 11 rebounds 
and 11 assists. Cameroonian star Embiid scored 20 
first-quarter points, matching the Lakers as the 
Sixers took a 31-20 lead, LA’s fewest first-quarter 
points this season. Embiid hit 8-of-9 shots from the 
floor, 2-of-3 from 3-point range. 

“I was trying to send a message to my teammates, 

just setting the tone offensively and defensively,” 
Embiid said. Davis picked up three fouls in the first 
five minutes and when he went to the bench, the 
76ers went on a 16-0 run over more than four min-
utes for a 24-12 advantage, the Lakers missing seven 
consecutive shots. “I was just trying to attack him, 
put him in foul trouble,” Embiid said. “That opened 
up everything.” 

Reaves sizzled in the second quarter as the 
Lakers sank 13 consecutive shots over a span of 
more than eight minutes to reach halftime down 61-
59. The Sixers (13-12) ended the third quarter on an 
11-4 run and began the fourth on a 9-1 spurt for their 
largest lead, only for the Lakers (10-15) to rally in 
the last seconds. Reaves went 2-of-3 from the free 
throw line, pulling LA within 120-119, but Davis, who 
had 21 points in the fourth quarter, stole an inbounds 
pass and was fouled. He sank the first free throw but 
missed the second, setting up overtime. 

 
Milwaukee beats Dallas  

NBA scoring leader Luka Doncic had 33 points 
for host Dallas but Brook Lopez made the game-
winning layup with seven seconds remaining to lift 
Milwaukee over the Mavericks 106-105. The 
Slovenian guard stretched his margin over second-
best scorer Giannis Antetokounmpo as the Bucks 
big man fouled out with 28 points, ending the Greek 
star’s career-best streak of 30-point games at eight. 

Zion Williamson scored 35 points and the host 
New Orleans Pelicans beat Phoenix 128-117 to keep 
their lead in the Western Conference at 17-8 while the 
Suns fell to 16-10. Williamson delivered a spectacular 
breakaway windmill dunk in the final seconds that 
touched off a post-game confrontation in which play-

ers had to be restrained. Memphis (17-9) kept pace 
with the Pelicans at home by beating Detroit 114-103. 

Kevin Durant scored 34 points while Kyrie Irving 
had 33 points and 11 rebounds to lead Brooklyn over 
visiting Atlanta 120-116. Harrison Barnes scored 20 
points and Domantas Sabonis added 18 points and 
18 rebounds to lead Sacramento’s 106-95 victory at 

Cleveland. D’Angelo Russell’s 30 points led 
Minnesota’s 118-108 triumph at Utah. German for-
ward Franz Wagner scored 34 points to lead 
Orlando over visiting Toronto 113-109. Julius Randle 
scored 33 points to power New York over host 
Charlotte 121-102 and Buddy Hield’s 28 points led 
Indiana over visiting Washington 121-111. —AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Anthony Davis #3 of the Los Angeles Lakers is guarded by Tobias Harris #12 of the Philadelphia 76ers 
during the third quarter at Wells Fargo Center on December 09, 2022. —AFP

Kuwait Riding 
Club rider  
secures title  

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Riding Club rider 
Rakan Al-Hasawi won the title of 
AlSaqb Equestrian Club Show 
Jumping tournament that was held at 
Messila Equestrian Club. He complet-
ed the course of the 135 cm height in 
63.18 cm without faults - beating 
Italian Antonio Morozo, Fawaz Al-
Subaie, Shaker Al-Kazimi, Latifah 
Alhajiri, Nick Chaning and Misk Al-
Marshoud.  

Chairman of Messila Club Bader 
Al-Mailam and Chairman of AlSaqb 
Club Mohammad Al-Mailam awarded 

the winners. “This the first tournament 
organized by AlSaqb Club during the 
current season.  The number of par-
ticipants exceeded 250 riders of both 
genders,” he said. Mohammad Al-
Mailam said there was a good coop-
eration between all equestrian clubs in 
Kuwait.  

Meanwhile, the 125cm event was 
won by Mohammad Al-Mousa - fol-
lowed by Abdallah Al-Awadhi, Awa 
Al-Tannak, Fawaz Al-Rashed, Miteb 
Al-Mutairi and Yousuf Al-Nuaimi 
respectively. Awas Al-Tannak won the 
115cm height - beating Zainah Al-
Nafisi, Mohammad Al-Wasmi, Saud 
Al-Marshoud, Shaker Al-Kazmi, 
Italian Alisandra Biko and Yaqoub Al-
Nasrallah. The 105 cm height was won 
by Dhari Al-Mutairi followed by 
Mohammad Al-Mulaifi, Mishal Al-
Khuwaiter and Tala Barakat. Mohammad Al-Mailam poses for a group photo with the riders.

Special Olympics  
Men’s Basketball 
Tournament  

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa  
 
KUWAIT: Special Olympics Men’s Basketball 
Tournament concluded on Thursday. The two-day 
event was organized by Kuwait Special Olympics in 
cooperation with Tomooh Sports Club. 60 players 

from 14 organizations participated. The tournament 
was carried out with the league system in two cate-
gories (16 to 21 years old and 22 and above) at 
Kuwait Basketball Federation’s hall at Sheikh Saad 
Al-Abdallah Complex. 

The first group title was won by the team of 
Omar Abdelsalamand Nawaf Abdelredha from 
Tomooh Club; Abdelmohsen Ali and Abdelwahab 
Essa (from Um Al-Quraschool);  Yousuf Ghuloom 
(from Kuwait Modern School) and Sultan Mizel 
( from Kuwait  Society for the Welfare of 
Handicapped Persons). The title of the second 
group was won by Omar Obaid (from Al-Maarefa 
school); Mohammad Bader (from Tomooh Club); 

Yousuf Khal i l  ( from Al-Huda school)  and 
Abdelaziz Mousa (from Conductive Education 
School). 

Head of Kuwait Special Olympics Hanaa Al-
Zawawi said the championship is part of Special 
Olympics’ attempts to broaden the participation of 
mentally challenged persons in sports with the 
opportunity to discover their talents. Al-Zawawi 
was pleased with the friendly atmosphere of the 
tournament -  thanking Tomooh Club, Public 
Authority for Sport, Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), Kuwait 
Basketball Association,  Information Ministry and 
media for their support. 

Miura, Kihara strike  
pairs gold for Japan  
in Grand Prix Final 

 
TURIN: Riku Miura and Ryuichi Kihara claimed a 
first pairs gold for Japan in the Grand Prix Final in 
Turin on Friday ahead of world champions Alexa 
Knierim and Brandon Frazier of the United States. 

The world silver medalists led all the way to push 
Knierim and Frazier into second spot after the free 
skating final in the Palavela with Sara Conti and 
Niccolo Macii taking a surprise bronze for hosts Italy 
in the six-team final. 

The Japanese survived errors with Kihara, 30, 
touching down on a triple salchow and 20-year-old 
Miura doubling a toeloop, but confirmed their form 
this season after wins in Skate Canada and the NHK 
Trophy to set themselves up as favorites for the 
world championships at home in Japan next year. 
“Today’s performance was not our best but we are 

really happy to win the first Grand Prix Final as a 
Japanese team,” said Kihara. 

“We both made some mistakes so we are upset 
about that. Overall we think it is a great experience for 
us heading into the World Championships in March in 
Japan.” The pair teamed up three years ago and won 
Olympic bronze with the Japanese team in Beijing, with 
Miura saying it was a “miracle” that all had come 
together for them. “I think meeting Ryuichi itself was a 
miracle,” said Miura of her partner who previously rep-
resented Japan with Narumi Takahashi and Miu Suzaki 
at the 2014 and 2018 Winter Olympics. —AFP 



 

Goalkeeper rescues  
Argentina in WCup 

 
DOHA: Emiliano Martinez came to the rescue for 
Argentina on a remarkable night of drama by saving two 
Netherlands penalties in the shootout to send his country 
through to the World Cup semi-finals. The Aston Villa 
goalkeeper was barely tested for the best part of 90 min-
utes as Argentina swept into a two-goal lead before sub-
stitute Wout Weghorst engineered an incredible Dutch 
fightback in the quarter-final. 

Argentina were stunned as Weghorst equalized in the 
11th minute of added time, forcing an extra 30 minutes to the 
astonishment of the 88,235 in attendance at Lusail Stadium 
- nearly all of those rooting for Lionel Messi and his team-
mates. But Martinez seized his opportunity to be the hero 
just when it looked as if Argentina were set to face more 
World Cup agony, flying to his right to palm away Virgil van 
Dijk’s opening effort from the spot. After Messi, who had 
doubled Argentina’s lead during the game with a penalty, 
coolly rolled home his team’s first attempt, Martinez flung 
himself to his left to deny Steven Berghuis. Enzo Fernandez 
drilled wide with the chance to win it for Argentina, but 
Lautaro Martinez made no mistake with their following kick, 
setting up a clash with 2018 runners-up Croatia. 

“I feel the emotion. What I do, I do for 45 million 
(Argentineans) who are going through a bad economic 
crisis,” said Martinez. “Giving joy to people is the best 
thing that happens to me at the moment. “The guys were 
tired, I felt they needed help but I wasn’t able to do any-
thing. Thankfully, I was able to do it later by saving two 
penalties.” The win not only kept alive Messi’s dream of 
finally getting his hands on the World Cup trophy, but 
came just hours after Argentina’s great rivals Brazil 
crashed out of the tournament on penalties to the 
Croatians. At 35, Messi knows this will be his fifth and 
final World Cup - and a winner’s medal would burnish his 
legacy as one of football’s greatest ever players, placing 
him right alongside compatriot Diego Maradona and 
Pele. But it could all have been over had it not been for 
Martinez, who also played a starring role in the 2021 
Copa America triumph, which ended Argentina’s 28-year 
title drought. 

Martinez saved three attempts in a semi-final 
shootout victory over Colombia before being named 
goalkeeper of the tournament after keeping a clean sheet 
in the 1-0 win against hosts Brazil in the final. “We knew 
as he’d done against Colombia he could save some 
penalties,” said Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni. Martinez 
was named goalkeeper of the tournament, but it has been 
a long and winding road to the top for a player who 
spent 10 years at Arsenal before finally finding a place to 
call home. —AFP 
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DOHA: Brazil crashed out of the World Cup after 
penalty shootout drama against Croatia on Friday 
while Argentina survived a furious comeback from the 
Netherlands to also win on spot kicks. Brazil superstar 
Neymar was reduced to tears but Lionel Messi lived 
to fight another day in Qatar as Argentina moved into 
a semi-final against the Croatians. 

Messi, at the age of 35, still has a chance of win-
ning his first World Cup but a distraught Neymar 
said it was possible he would never play for Brazil 
again. After a goalless 90 minutes, Neymar looked to 
have kept Brazil’s hopes of a sixth World Cup title 
alive by starting and finishing a brilliant move in 
extra time to equal Pele’s international scoring 
record of 77 goals for the country. But Croatia 
dragged themselves back into the game as Bruno 
Petkovic popped up to make it 1-1. 

Neymar’s flash of brilliance had lit up a tense game 
that finished with a flourish, Croatia’s man-of-the-
match goalkeeper Dominik Livakovic pulling off a 
series of stunning blocks to keep the Brazilians at bay. 
As extra time ticked down at the Education City 
Stadium, Petkovic connected with a cross and his 
deflected shot found its way past Brazil goalkeeper 
Alisson. If Brazil were rocked by the late equaliser, 
worse was to come in a series of nerve-shredding 
spot kicks. 

The tone was set when Nikola Vlasic slammed the 
opening penalty down the middle and into the net, 
before Livakovic tipped away Rodrygo’s first effort for 
Brazil. In the end it came down to Paris Saint-Germain 
centre-back Marquinhos, but his kick rebounded off 
the post, giving Croatia a 4-2 win in the shootout and 
a place in the last four for the second World Cup in a 

row. The Croatian team coached by Zlatko Dalic fol-
lowed up their win over Japan on penalties in the last 
round with this famous victory. 

Livakovic, who again played a huge role after he 
saved three spot kicks against Japan, said: “We’re 
raised as fighters. We spare no effort-we’re always 
giving our best and that’s our recipe for success.” 
Brazil will have to wait at least another four years to 
try for that sixth title-by 2026 it will be 24 years 
since they last won the World Cup. An emotional 
Neymar said he might not don the yellow shirt again. 
“I am not closing any doors on the national team but 
I am also not guaranteeing 100 percent that I will 
return,” he said. 

 
Argentina cling on  

Instead of a blockbuster all-South American semi-
final, it is Croatia, the surprise runners-up in 2018, 
who stand between Messi and the final. On Friday his 
side seemed home and dry at Lusail Stadium after 
Nahuel Molina scored first and then Messi himself 
converted a 73rd-minute penalty. 

But Argentina let that two-goal lead slip in the final 
minutes of normal time, with Wout Weghorst scoring 
twice. His second merits a place in a World Cup high-
lights reel for years to come for its sheer ingenuity-
Steven Berghuis shaped to shoot, but instead rolled a 
pass towards three Dutch players in the wall and 
Weghorst shook off his Argentine marker and poked 
the ball past goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez. Extra-
time failed to produce any more goals, so the second 
quarter-final of the night went to penalties. 

This time, Dutch luck ran out. Their captain Virgil 
van Dijk was up first but Martinez saved. Messi fol-

lowed and made no mistake before Martinez saved 
again from Berghuis. Despite a miss from Enzo 
Fernandez, Argentina held on to win the shootout 4-3, 
with Lautaro Martinez scoring the decisive penalty. 
Messi praised his team’s resilience-but was furious 
with Spanish referee Antonio Mateu Lahoz, especially 
at his awarding of the free-kick that gave Weghorst 
the chance to equalize. 

“We knew how to suffer when it was our turn, but 
we got through to the semi-finals. It’s beautiful, some-

thing impressive,” Messi said. “I don’t want to talk 
about the referee, because they immediately repri-
mand you or sanction you, but I think people saw 
what happened. “FIFA has to review that-it can’t give 
a referee like that a match of this importance, when 
they’re not up to the task.” Attention switches on 
Saturday to the heavyweight clash between defending 
champions France and England while Morocco, in the 
World Cup quarter-finals for the first time, take on 
Portugal. —AFP

Argentina survive WCup  
scare as Brazil crash out 

Croatia break Brazil’s heart, book semi-finals

DOHA: Argentina’s players celebrate their victory in the Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final football match between The 
Netherlands and Argentina on December 9, 2022.  —AFP

Argentina’s Messi  
slams referee Lahoz  

 
DOHA: Lionel Messi said referee Antonio Mateu Lahoz 
should not have officiated Argentina’s tempestuous 
shootout victory over the Netherlands in the World Cup 
quarter-finals at Lusail Stadium. Argentina won on 
penalties early on Saturday after a dramatic 2-2 draw in 
which Dutch substitute Wout Weghorst scored twice late 

on, including a last-gasp equaliser from a short free-kick 
awarded when German Pezzella shoved over Weghorst. 

“After they got the draw I felt a lot of anger,” said 
Messi. “I don’t want to talk about the referee, because 
they immediately reprimand you or sanction you, but I 
think people saw what happened. “FIFA has to review 
that, it can’t give a referee like that a match of this 
importance, when they’re not up to the task.” He added: 
“We didn’t have a great game, and then the referee sent 
it to extra time. He was always against us. In the last 
play, it was not a foul.” Mateu Lahoz showed 16 yellow 
cards in total, with Netherlands wing-back Denzel 

Dumfries sent off after the penalty shootout for a sec-
ond booking. 

Messi had scored his fourth goal of the tournament 
from the spot in the 73rd minute after an earlier assist for 
Nahuel Molina’s opener. Goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez 
was the hero, saving the Netherlands’ first two penalties 
before Lautaro Martinez struck the winning kick. “We 
didn’t want extra time or penalties,” said Messi. “We suf-
fered too much because of how everything happened, but 
it is the quarter-finals of a World Cup. “We knew how to 
suffer when it was our turn, but we got through to the 
semi-finals. It’s beautiful, something impressive.” —AFP

Neymar’s WCup  
dream slips away  

 
DOHA: Yet another World Cup has ended in tears for 
Neymar, with football’s most expensive player hinting he 
may not pull on the Brazil shirt again following a painful 
defeat to Croatia. The 30-year-old, who gave Brazil the 
lead during extra time of their quarter-final in Doha with a 
brilliant individual effort, was distraught after Croatia tri-
umphed on penalties. Speaking to reporters, his voice 
trembling with emotion, he admitted he could not “100 
percent guarantee” he would be seen in the famous yel-
low shirt again. Neymar, who has 124 Brazil caps, will be 
34 by the time the next World Cup comes around in 
North America in 2026. 

That is still younger than many leading names in Qatar, 
from Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo to Luka Modric 
and Olivier Giroud. But Brazil’s brittle number 10 hinted 
last year that he would not appear at another World Cup, 
suggesting in one interview that he might not have the 
mental strength “to put up with even more football”. 
Neymar has carried the hopes of a nation into three 
World Cups since his emergence as a generational talent 
at Santos. He has scored eight World Cup goals but the 
tournament has exposed his vulnerable physique and 
fragile emotions. In 2014, playing on home soil, he was cut 
down in a quarter-final win over Colombia and 
stretchered off in agony with a fractured bone in his back. 
Without him Brazil capitulated, losing the semi-final 7-1 to 
Germany. Four years ago, Brazil’s build-up to the tourna-
ment in Russia was dominated by his battle to recover 
from an operation on a broken bone in his foot. 

 
Level with Pele  

He came back in time, but that World Cup was still 
remembered for his tears in a win over Costa Rica before 
the Selecao lost in the quarter-finals to Belgium. This time 
he appeared to be in peak physical shape as he arrived in 
Qatar, only to sprain an ankle in Brazil’s first game, which 
forced him out of the next two matches. He returned to 

score against South Korea in the last 16 and then opened 
the scoring with a brilliant goal against Croatia, equalling 
Pele’s record tally of 77 for Brazil in the process. 

But while Pele won three World Cups, Neymar looks 
like he will never achieve what “O Rei” (the King) man-
aged, along with other Brazilian greats who lifted the tro-
phy, from Garrincha and Jairzinho to Romario and 
Ronaldo. “I am not closing any doors on the national team 
but I am also not guaranteeing 100 percent that I will 
return,” he said on Friday. Neymar also missed Brazil’s 
2019 Copa America triumph due to injury, but his tears 
have not just come in a Brazil shirt. 

He cried after Paris Saint-Germain lost to Bayern 

Munich in the 2020 Champions League final, and he has 
shown his distress when suffering the injuries that have 
regularly interrupted his club career in Paris. Neymar left 
Barcelona in 2017 because he wanted to win the Ballon 
d’Or, but he has still not managed to win that prize and in 
Paris-now reunited with Lionel Messi-he lives in the shad-
ow of Kylian Mbappe. Even if Neymar decides to play on, 
with the next Copa America set for 2024, a new cycle will 
begin for a Brazil side who have gone out of the past five 
World Cups to European opposition, four times losing in 
the quarter-finals. “I don’t know what will happen with the 
Brazil team going forward but now we can only lament 
what has happened,” admitted Neymar. —AFP 

DOHA: Brazil’s forward #10 Neymar is consoled by teammates after they lost the Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final football 
match between Croatia and Brazil on December 9, 2022.  —AFP
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Morocco’s forward #19 Youssef En-Nesyri scores his 
team’s first goal past Portugal’s defender #04 Ruben 
Dias and goalkeeper #22 Diogo Costa during the Qatar 
2022 World Cup quarter-final football match on 
December 10, 2022. —AFP photos

Morocco’s coach Walid Regragui gestures during the 
Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final football match 
between Morocco and Portugal on December 10, 2022. 

Portugal’s midfielder #08 Bruno Fernandes (left) and 
Morocco’s defender #06 Romain Ghanem Saiss jump for 
the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final 
football match on December 10, 2022. 

A Portugal supporter reacts during the Qatar 2022 
World Cup quarter-final football match between 
Morocco and Portugal. 

Morocco’s midfielder #07 Hakim Ziyech and 
Portugal’s midfielder #10 Bernardo Silva fight for the 
ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final 
football match.

DOHA: Portugal’s forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo reacts 
during the Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final football 
match between Morocco and Portugal on December 10, 
2022.  —AFP 

Morocco make history: First Arab,  
African World Cup semi-finalists

En-Nesyri’s goal seals a tense 1-0 victory over Portugal

DOHA: Morocco players celebrate with their supporters after they won the Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final football match between Morocco and Portugal at the 
Al-Thumama Stadium in Doha on December 10, 2022.— AFP

DOHA: Morocco became the first African nation to 
reach the World Cup semi-finals as Youssef En-
Nesyri’s first-half goal sealed a tense 1-0 victory over 
Portugal on Saturday at Al Thumama Stadium. The 
Atlas Lions, also the first Arab team to make the last 
four, added Portugal to their list of European scalps 
with a resolute second-half performance. 

Cristiano Ronaldo has likely played his last World 
Cup match after making an ineffectual appearance as 
a second-half substitute, failing to score his first 
knockout-phase goal at the tournament. Morocco 
took a 42nd-minute lead through En-Nesyri’s header 
as they came on strongly late in the first period. 
Portugal piled on the pressure after the break but an 
injury-hit Morocco, without three of their four first-
choice defenders once skipper Romain Saiss was 
forced off, hung on despite being reduced to 10 men 
in added time. 

The partisan crowd undoubtedly helped the North 
Africans over the line, although Portugal struggled to 
create many clear-cut chances as they lost a World 
Cup quarter-final for the first time. Five-time Ballon 
d’Or winner Ronaldo was sent on early in the second 
half by coach Fernando Santos but could not rescue 
the Euro 2016 winners. Instead it was another famous 
day for Morocco, after previous upset wins over 
Belgium and Spain, on penalties, in Qatar. 

Walid Regragui’s men will face England or holders 
France in the semi-finals at Al Bayt Stadium on 
Wednesday. Morocco will believe they can topple 
either of those sides, having still only conceded once 
at this World Cup. Portugal enjoyed the majority of 
possession in the opening half-hour, but Joao Felix’s 
fifth-minute diving header, saved by goalkeeper 
Yassine Bounou, was the closest either side came 
to an early goal. Morocco always looked danger-
ous, though, and Selim Amallah ballooned a shot 
over and Sofiane Boufal curled straight at 
Diogo Costa for the Africans. 

En-Nesyri strikes 
It was no surprise when Morocco did forge 

ahead shortly before the interval. Portuguese goal-
keeper Costa came for a cross from left-back 
Yahya Attiat-Allah he was never going to get to 
and Sevilla striker En-Nesyri did the rest with a 
towering header. Portugal almost equalised sec-
onds later in spectacular fashion when Bruno 

Fernandes crashed a bouncing ball from the right-
hand side of the box against the crossbar. 

A crazy few minutes before half-time also saw 
Attiat-Allah, only playing in place of the injured 
Noussair Mazraoui, blaze wide after another rapid 
counter. Portugal’s players were still appealing for a 
penalty after Fernandes threw himself to the 
ground under pressure from Achraf Hakimi at the 
other end. Morocco almost doubled their advan-
tage four minutes after the restart as Costa just 
about managed to prevent Hakim Ziyech’s free-kick 
from the right from flying all the way in. 

Santos wasted little time in summoning for his 
captain, sending on Ronaldo and Joao Cancelo in 
the 51st minute. Morocco, already without injured 
defenders Mazraoui and Nayef Aguerd, were dealt 
another blow when Saiss was stretchered off. 
Portugal started to lay siege to the opposition goal 
and Fernandes came close to levelling again when 
he fired narrowly over from the edge of the box. 
Morocco were largely keeping Portugal at bay, but 
Bounou had to be at his best to tip over Felix’s 

drive with eight minutes remaining. 
Eight minutes of injury time were largely 

spent with Portugal camped in the Morocco 
half and Ronaldo almost had his moment 
when his low strike was kept out by 
Bounou. Morocco substitute Walid 
Cheddira was harshly sent off for a sec-
ond yellow card in the space of two 
minutes. Zakaria Aboukhlal should have 

put the game to bed only to dink 
straight at Costa when clean through. 

But his team somehow held onto 
their lead to write their names in 
the history books as Pepe headed 
wide from close range right at 
the death. — AFP  Cristiano Ronaldo 

DOHA: The football junkies started arriving an hour 
before the World Cup ticket centre opened on Saturday 
even though loud speaker announcements proclaimed 
there is nothing to sell. “I have been coming here for a 
week,” said Indian businessman Ishan Ushath. “It is like 
the last-chance saloon but there is never anything.” The 
hunt for tickets for the first World Cup in an Arab nation 
has become ever more desperate with just six games 
remaining in the 64-match tournament. 

FIFA staff and even police outside the centre 
explain to hundreds of people each day that there is 
nothing left for World Cup addicts. Some days there 
have been hundreds waiting in line before the ticket 
centre opens. Saturday’s quarter-finals between 
Morocco and Portugal and England against France 
brought in a new influx. “I come here a lot but in the 
whole World Cup I have only got places at two 

games,” said Bangladeshi hotel worker Sandeep 
Mazumder. “There has been nothing for more than a 
week, now I will give up,” he added. 

A Qatari government official said 3.09 million tickets 
have been sold to 1.33 million people. The official said 
Qatar has sold more tickets than Russia 2018. FIFA did 
not comment on the figures. Qatar had predicted more 
than one million people would enter during the World 
Cup and by December 7, there had been 765,859 visi-
tors, the official said. Qatar had originally limited entry 
to people with a match ticket or fan pass, and their 
guests. But its decision to give free entry to residents of 
other Gulf countries has intensified the ticket hunt. 

Organizers opened up some stadiums for less pop-
ular first round games when Qatari residents said they 
had been able to walk in for free. Blocks of empty 
seats were seen at several games which organisers 
blamed on people who had bought tickets but did not 
turn up. Ushath, who lives in Dubai, said he had paid “a 
little over price” to get tickets for himself and his wife 
for five second round and quarter-final games. “I am 
starting to find the same people trying the same 
sources to get tickets,” he said, without giving details. 

Argentine Nicolas Hermanos, who has been in Doha 
since the World Cup started, is also pressing his sources 
for tickets. “The longer Argentina stay the more difficult 
it becomes,” he said. “And now there are more people 
arriving from Buenos Aires,” he added. “It’s Messi’s last 
tournament!” “There are tickets on the internet, but you 
have to be careful, they are expensive and there are a 
lot of scams.” Some fans said they had started looking 
into offers made on Twitter and other social media, but 
quickly became suspicious. Sixteen year-old Mohi 
Khaled, an Egyptian living in Doha, and two friends 
asked strangers in the street whether they had tickets. 

The ticket centre has also had to deal with fans 
who say they have lost their tickets. Mexican Sofia 
Lucerno joined the “ticket resolution” queue after a 
split with her boyfriend. “He took my phone with the 
ticket app,” she told the staff at the entrance who vet 
cases before people are allowed in. All World Cup 
tickets are checked at stadiums on mobile phones. 
“Losing your phone is the worst thing you can do but 
it happens too often,” one staff member said. Staff 
also test for fake stories about stolen and lost phones 
and documents. — AFP 

High demand for  
World Cup tickets 
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