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Health minister affirms keenness 
on developing robotic surgery

Zain scoops 7 awards at Telecom 
Review Excellence Awards 20222 Kicking off with a blast, NBK Run 

celebrates its 28th anniversary13 Massive demand for last 
chance World Cup tickets 168

Crown Prince affirms GCC is a 
constant necessity amid crises

Amir’s Representative: Talks with China established approach for enhancing ties
RIYADH: Representative of HH the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, on Friday addressed the 43rd 
session of the Supreme Council of the 
Arabian Gulf Cooperation Council, 
stressing that the GCC’s existence is a 
“constant necessity”. The current ses-
sion is being held amid very sensitive 
conditions in the region and the world, 
“thus we need to be vigilant and cau-
tious; we rather ought to exert more 
efforts to bolster the march of our 
joint Gulf action for the council is the 
most important regional entity; an 
entity that succeeded in making a lot 
of accomplishments for its states’ 
people,” Sheikh Mishal said. 

The regular holding of the GCC 
summits and the ministerial commit-
tees’ meetings reflect resolve and 
determination to pursue and evolve 
the blessed march, he said, renewing 
the affirmation that “existence of this 

entity is a constant necessity”. The 
GCC has succeeded in attaining much 
of the aspirations of the council mem-
ber countries toward “reaching Gulf 
citizenship, accomplishing strategic 
and economic interests that are 
admirable, and there is a lot ahead 
that require more efforts to make 
accomplishments that will enable us 
to face regional and international 
changes,” HH the Amir’s 
Representative added. 

“On the basis of the council con-
stituent law, we affirm our everlasting 
keenness on maintaining security and 
stability of our states for the council 
states’ security is inseparable,” he 
stressed. He underlined necessity of 
cooperation with sisterly, friendly 
countries and international organiza-
tions to benefit from their expertise to 
“beef up our development potentials, 
safeguard our countries and people 
and spare them tensions.” 
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RIYADH: (From left) Kuwaiti Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, 
Omani Deputy Prime Minister Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmoud Al-Said, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, Bahraini King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa, UAE Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Fujairah Sheikh Hamad bin Mohamed Al-
Sharqi and Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council Nayef Falah Al-Hajraf pose for a commemorative picture during the 
China-Arab Summit on Dec 9, 2022. — AFP (See Page 3) 

Zain Vice Chairman and Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi

KUWAIT: Zain Vice Chairman and 
Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi, while 
addressing employees, announced yet 
another first in the region - the 
appointment of a Chief Purpose 
Officer (CPO), a new position created 
for the fusion of the company’s pur-
pose and mission within all elements 
of its operation, reaffirming Zain’s val-

ues and commitments to improve the 
communities it operates in. The 
announcement came during a celebra-
tion of its diversity and inclusion 
achievements along with the launch of 
its new Diversity University. “A collec-
tive purpose towards a goal beyond 
ourselves elevates our aspirations,” 
Bader Al-Kharafi said. 

Bader Al-Kharafi reaffirms Zain’s 
values, names region’s first CPO

DUBAI: An advert inviting Emiratis to apply 
for a “sandwich maker” job has sparked a 
storm with citizens decrying purportedly 
humiliating attempts to provide employment - 
and authorities launching a probe. The UAE 
Public Prosecution office said Saturday it was 
opening an “immediate investigation” follow-
ing a “contentious” job advert and was even 
“interrogating the CEO of the business”. 

It didn’t specify the firm or CEO, but the 
statement came after the Kamal Osman 
Jamjoom Group - a retail giant - advertised 
the position at the Subway fast food chain tai-
lored specifically for Emirati nationals “to sup-
port the state’s efforts to localize jobs”. The 
vacancy announcement - later retracted - 
came ahead of a looming January deadline for 
private UAE-based companies with more than 
50 employees to ensure that two percent of 
their staff are UAE nationals, on pain of fines. 

“This is mockery,” one Twitter user said in 
response to the Subway vacancy. Another 
Twitter post shared by hundreds, read: “The 
lack of administrative, financial and technical 
jobs has led to ‘sandwich maker’....Oh, what an 
age!” Even Emirati academics were drawn into 
the conversation. “This post-oil transition peri-
od is proving difficult,” said Emirati researcher 
Mira Al-Hussein. Others, however, said there is 
no shame in such jobs, with one Emirati noting 
on Twitter that billionaire Jeff Bezos started 
out as a McDonald’s employee.  
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‘Sandwich maker’ 
job ad for Emiratis 
sparks local fury

DOHA: The T-shirt on sale at Doha’s main 
market declares “Our blood is Arab”, and 
that is the mood buoying Morocco 
as it became the first Arab and 
African nation to reach a World 
Cup semifinal after Youssef 
En-Nesyri’s first-half goal 
sealed a tense 1-0 victory 
over Portugal on Saturday 
at Al Thumama Stadium. 

Cristiano Ronaldo has 
likely played his last 
World Cup match after 
making an ineffectual appear-
ance as a second-half substi-
tute, failing to score his first 
knockout-phase goal at the tour-
nament. But Ronaldo, 37, who 
had started a second consecutive 
match on the bench, equaled the 
men’s international world 
record of 196 selections set by 
Kuwait international Bader Al-Mutawa. 

Regional rivalries are being forgotten. Morocco’s 
red flag with a green star is becoming a best-seller  
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Arabs unite, dare to 
dream as Morocco 
reaches semifinals

DOHA: Morocco’s players pose for pictures after qualifying for semifinals by defeating Portugal 1-0 in the Qatar 
2022 World Cup quarterfinal at Al-Thumama Stadium on Dec 10, 2022. (Inset) Morocco’s midfielder Sofiane 
Boufal celebrates with his mother after the win.—  AFP (See Page 16)


