
RIYADH: The Supreme Council of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) on Friday hoped that the
Gulf-Chinese summit, and Arab-Chinese summit for
cooperation and development would contribute to pro-
moting cooperation and strategic partnership. In a con-
cluding statement adopted at the wrapping-up of its
43rd session, the council lauded the outcomes of the
Gulf-US summit held in Jeddah on July 16, Jeddah sum-
mit for security and development between the GCC,
Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and the US.

The Supreme Council stressed on Friday that Iraq
should commit to respecting Kuwait’s sovereignty, along
with international resolutions and agreements, specifically
UN Security Council (UNSC) resolution no. 833 regard-
ing border demarcation. In the final communique, the
council also emphasized that Iraq should abide by the
UN-deposited Khor Abdullah agreement, which regulates
maritime navigation in the bay between Kuwait and Iraq.

It also called on Iraq to complete the demarcation of
maritime borders with Kuwait beyond mark no. 162, while
categorically rejecting any encroachment upon Kuwait’s
sovereignty and supporting Kuwait’s right to respond in
line with legal channels, according to the statement. The
council further reaffirmed support for UNSC resolution
no. 2107 (2013) for sending the files of prisoners of war,
missing persons and properties as well as national
archives to the United Nations Assistance Mission for
Iraq (UNAMI). It hoped that Iraq would maintain coop-
eration in order to attain progress in all files, while urging
Iraq and the UN to exert maximum efforts to resolve
these dossiers, according to the statement. 

The Supreme Council hailed the significance of
Bahrain’s parliamentary and municipal elections to
boosting political gains, protecting achievements and
bolstering progress and prosperity in the kingdom. It
also spoke highly of Kuwait’s declaration of the year

2050 as a date for attaining carbon neutrality in both oil
and gas sectors and the year 2060 as a date for carbon
neutrality nationwide. The council, further, commended
Oman’s declaration of the year 2050 as a date for
achieving net zero carbon, while welcoming Qatar’s host-
ing of the second part of the Fifth United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC5)
due on March 5-9.

Furthermore, it appreciated Qatar’s success in hosting
the FIFA’s 2022 World Cup and its positive impacts on
human heritage and civilizational, cultural and intellectual
rapprochement among all world peoples, but slammed
tendinous media campaigns against Qatar in this regard.
The council reiterated support for the OPEC+ alliance’s
recent decisions aiming at ensuring balanced oil markets
and promoting public prosperity in the region and the

entire world, as well as boosting global economy.
Moreover, it underlined the full, accurate and continu-

ing implementation of Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud’s vision for completing joint economic unity,
defensive and security systems and coordinating stances
to ensure Gulf solidarity and stability, maintain Gulf
interests and fulfill public expectations. The council
approved a set of laws on uniform Gulf industrial regula-
tion, transportation and management of genetic food and
agricultural resources. The general framework of the
GCC’s joint strategic media cooperation plan for 2023-
2030, and the GCC member countries’ urban heritage
preservation charter, were adopted during the 43rd ses-
sion of the council, according to the statement. 

It also underscored that it is necessary to adopt the
core pillars of energy transitions involving energy securi-

ty, economic development and climate change by means
of running sustainable investment in hydrocarbon
sources in order to maintain global energy markets. It
stressed the significance of promoting joint cooperation
and coordination for bolstering the member states’
efforts and initiatives regarding energy transitions, cli-
mate change and exchange of expertise under the
umbrella of the Middle East Green Initiative.

The council directed the immediate completion of free
trade agreement negotiations based on the members’
priorities for strengthening the Gulf bloc’s relations with
other countries and international blocs. In conclusion, the
council voiced much appreciation to all efforts exerted
by all Gulf agencies to fight drugs and monitor criminal
phenomena and social media abuse in drug smuggling
operations.  — KUNA 
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Crown Prince meets
Tunisian President,
Lebanese Premier
RIYADH: Representative of HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, received
on Friday Tunisian President Kais Saied at his guests’
residence in Riyadh. HH Sheikh Mishal conveyed greet-
ings from HH the Amir to the Tunisian president during
their meeting. The two sides discussed developing
bilateral relations and joint work. They also discussed
topics of mutual concern and other issues related to the
Arab-Chinese summit held in Riyadh. HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal also received Lebanese Prime
Minister Najib Mikati at his residence in Riyadh on
Friday. The two sides discussed bilateral ties and joint
work, as well as topics of mutual concern. — KUNA 

RIYADH: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives
Tunisian President Kais Saied. 

RIYADH: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives
Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati.

Arab-China leaders
agree to broaden
partnership 
RIYADH: Arab and Chinese leaders agreed on Friday
at the conclusion of their first summit in Riyadh on
strengthening strategic partnership in all domains for a
better future for their nations. “We confirm our com-
mon keenness to strengthen the strategic partnership
between the Arab countries and the People’s Republic
of China based on comprehensive cooperation and
common development for a better future,” read the
final statement of the summit. The leaders also voiced
readiness to deepen Arab-Chinese cooperation in vari-
ous fields through existing mechanisms within the
framework of the Arab-China Cooperation Forum.

On the Palestinian issue, the leaders called for find-
ing a just and lasting solution to it based on the two-
state solution, through ending the Zionist occupation
and establishing an independent Palestinian state on
the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem its capital. They
criticized the illegal Zionist settlements in the occupied
Palestinian and Arab territories. They expressed
appreciation of the four-point plan put forward by
Chinese President Xi Jinping to solve the Palestinian
cause. They appreciated the Chinese endeavors to
contribute to the spread of international peace and
development, including the high-level dialogue for
global development through the global security and
global development initiatives. 

The summit statement reiterated firm commitment
of the Arab countries to the principle of one China,
their support for the People’s Republic of China’s
efforts to preserve its sovereignty and territorial
integrity, reaffirming that Taiwan is an integral part of
Chinese territory, rejecting Taiwan’s “independence” in
all its forms. “And supporting the Chinese position in
the Hong Kong file and supporting the People’s

Republic of China’s efforts to maintain national securi-
ty and develop and perfect democracy in Hong Kong
within the framework of one country, two systems. And
appreciating the important efforts made to care for
minorities on both the Arab and Chinese sides,” added
the statement.

They affirmed the importance of concerted regional
and international efforts to find political solutions to
regional crises and issues in accordance with the res-
olutions of international legitimacy and relevant
agreements and references, especially the crises in
Syria, Libya and Yemen, and emphasizing the need to
preserve the unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity
of these countries, while emphasizing the rejection of
interference in foreign affairs in these countries.

They underlined the need for joint action to con-
front terrorist and extremist organizations that oper-
ate on their lands, and support the efforts made by
Lebanon, Somalia and Sudan to achieve security, sta-
bility, development, prosperity, and combat terrorism,
and support the efforts of the United Nations and the
League of Arab States in this regard.

The Chinese side affirmed its support for the Arab
countries to solve security issues in the region
through solidarity and cooperation, and its support for

the Arab peoples to explore their own development
paths with their independent will. The leaders voiced
support for efforts to find a political solution to the
Ukrainian crisis in a way that guarantees the funda-
mental interests of all parties. They also backed the
international efforts within the framework of the
United Nations to combat climate change, including
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change and the Paris Agreement within its framework,
and supporting initiatives aimed at achieving green
development, including Saudi Arabia’s Green Middle
East initiative and China’s Green Silk Road initiative.

They emphasized the importance of the interna-
tional community avoiding excluding major energy
sources or neglecting investment in them, which leads
to challenges in energy markets and an unequal
impact, especially on developing societies and coun-
tries, with the need to adopt a “balanced approach”
policy to promote global economic growth, which is
closely linked to energy security and availability by
taking advantage of various energy sources, and
applying circular carbon economy solutions to reach
zero neutrality and build sustainable communities.

The leaders took note of the Cooperation Initiative
between the League of Arab States and China on data

security jointly issued by the General Secretariat of the
League of Arab States and the Chinese side, and keen
to seize this opportunity to continue deepening coop-
eration and pushing together for global cyberspace
governance. They backed efforts aimed at preventing
the spread of nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction, in accordance with the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) as the
cornerstone of the international system for non-prolif-
eration, and stressing the importance of freeing the
Middle East from weapons of mass destruction.

They eyed closer cooperation to combat terrorism,
condemning terrorism in all its forms, images and
motives, and the need to combat it and not link it to
any race, religion, nationality or civilization, uprooting
its roots and drying up its sources, in addition to
rejecting “double standards” in combating terrorism.
They called for promoting dialogue among civiliza-
tions and respecting different cultures, rejecting
claims of hatred, extremism and clash of civilizations
between followers of religions and cultures, emphasiz-
ing opposition to Islamophobia in all its forms. They
emphasized the importance of consolidating Arab-
Chinese friendship at the popular level in various cul-
tural, sports, tourism and media fields. — KUNA 

RIYADH: Gulf leaders pose for a group photo during the GCC Summit. —KUNA

RIYADH: Leaders of the China-Arab Summit pose for a group picture at King Abdulaziz International Convention Center on Dec 9, 2022. — AFP 

GCC, China urge 
non-proliferation
of WMDs in Gulf
RIYADH: The GCC and Chinese leaders on Friday
stressed the need to support the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and prevent the prolif-
eration of weapons of mass destruction in the GCC
region. This came in the final communique of the GCC-
Chinese summit held in the Saudi capital Riyadh on
Friday, calling for ensuring the peaceful nature of the
Iranian nuclear program in order to preserve regional
and international security and stability. They reaffirmed
the call on Iran to fully cooperate with the International
Atomic Energy Agency, according to the statement car-
ried by the Saudi Press Agency (SPA).

They also stressed the need for relations between the
GCC states and Iran to be based on following the prin-

ciple of good neighborliness and non-interference in
internal affairs, respect for the independence, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of states and resolving
disputes by peaceful means. They affirmed their support
for all peaceful efforts, including the initiative and
endeavors of the United Arab Emirates to reach a
peaceful solution to the issue of the three islands -
Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb and Abu Musa - through
bilateral negotiations in accordance with) the rules of
international law, and to resolve this issue in accordance
with international legitimacy. 

They stressed the need to reach a just solution to the
Palestinian cause on the basis of the two-state solution,
in accordance with relevant United Nations resolutions
and the Arab Peace Initiative, and the establishment of
an independent Palestinian state on the 1967 borders,
with East Jerusalem as its capital. The GCC and Chinese
leaders affirmed their support for the Presidential
Leadership Council in Yemen, headed by President Dr
Rashad Al-Alimi, expressing their hope to reach a politi-
cal solution in accordance with the GCC initiative and
its executive mechanism, the outcomes of the Yemeni

National Dialogue Conference (NDC) and Security
Council resolution 2216.

They condemned all terrorist attacks launched by the
Houthi militia on civilian targets in Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Yemen and in the waterways and international
shipping routes. The leaders affirmed their full support
for Iraq’s sovereignty, security, stability, development
and prosperity, and for its efforts in combating terror-
ism, while calling for intensifying efforts to reach a polit-
ical solution to the Syrian crisis. They affirmed their
positions in support of all international efforts aimed at
finding a political solution to end the crisis in Ukraine, in
accordance with international law and the Charter of the
United Nations, in order to achieve protection of lives
and property, and to preserve regional and international
security and stability.

The leaders agreed to strengthen the existing strate-
gic partnership between the GCC and China, and
emphasized pushing it towards new horizons in various
political, economic and cultural fields, and approved the
joint action plan for the coming period (2023-2027) to
achieve this. They directed the continuation of the strate-

gic dialogue between the two sides at all levels to dis-
cuss issues of common concern and coordinate positions
on them, support international economic recovery
efforts, address the negative economic effects of the
coronavirus pandemic and other challenges, work to
ensure flexibility of supply chains, security of food and
energy supplies, and advance building cooperation rela-
tions in developing clean energy sources and technolo-
gies, assisting countries most in need and contributing to
meeting their humanitarian needs.

The GCC-Chinese leaders emphasized the impor-
tance of mutual support in order to achieve the common
interests of both sides, as China supports the efforts of
the GCC states to preserve its sovereignty and territori-
al integrity, maintain its security and stability, and
achieve integrated development. They stressed the
importance of continuing to deepen cooperation
between the two sides in the fields of energy, trade,
investment, finance, industry, advanced technology,
space and health, in the common interest of both sides,
including completing free trade negotiations between
them as soon as possible. — KUNA 


