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KENNESAW: Georgia Republican Senate candidate Herschel Walker speaks as (left to right) Republican National Committeewoman for Georgia Ginger Howard, Republican National Committee Chair Ronna McDaniel, Walker’s wife Julie Blanchard 
and former US Ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley listen during a campaign rally in Kennesaw, Georgia.  —AFP

WASHINGTON: Having launched a new bid for the 
White House, Donald Trump has not been met with the 
energy he had been hoping for. Quite the opposite, in 
fact. “In all, it has been a truly terrible launch of a pres-
idential campaign,” said Lara Brown, political science 
professor at George Washington University, noting 
that the one-term former US president has stumbled 
through “one scandal after another.” Having hoped to 
ride a Republican “red wave” in the midterm elections 
last month, Trump instead found himself high and dry 
after most of the noteworthy candidates he backed 
were defeated. 

Spurned by conservative heavyweights, the former 
president once again found himself the target of 
intense criticism last month after dining with rapper 
Kanye West, who has been accused of anti-Semitism, 
and a white supremacist. Many Republicans who had 
long been fearful of incurring their leader’s wrath now 
piled their scorn on the real estate mogul, calling the 
dinner “ridiculous,” “disgusting” and “scandalous.” 

Their efforts to distance themselves from the for-
mer president accelerated further when Trump - who 

falsely claims he won the 2020 election - issued calls 
to abandon the US Constitution. And the point was 
driven home yet again Tuesday, when one of Trump’s 
most famous protege candidates, former American 
football player Herschel Walker, lost a bid for a 
Senate seat in the state of Georgia. “Trump has also 
had a number of high-profile donors publicly state 
that they are not interested in supporting his 2024 
campaign,” Brown told AFP. 

The bil l ionaire, known for his inflammatory 
speeches to rallies of red-hatted supporters, has not 
held any campaign event outside his residence at the 
Mar-a-Lago golf club in Florida since declaring his 
candidacy in November. And while the 76-year-old 
has always thrived on political controversy, he is now 
the subject of myriad criminal and civil investigations, 
from his handling of classified documents to his finan-
cial affairs in New York. 

 
Assault on the Capitol 

Trump’s real troubles are likely only just begin-
ning. For more than a year, the content ious 

Republican has been under investigation over alle-
gations of exerting pressure on Georgia state offi-
cials during the 2020 presidential election, which 
could lead to an indictment. And a Congressional 
committee investigating his responsibility for the 
attack by his supporters at the US Capitol on 
January 6, 2021, is set to release a voluminous 
report in the coming weeks. 

The panel has already indicated that it would rec-
ommend indictments, without specifying who could 
be targeted. The decision of whether or not to 
charge the former president will ultimately rest with 
Attorney General Merrick Garland, who in mid-
November appointed a special prosecutor to inde-
pendently investigate Trump. The courts have 
already found his family business guilty of tax eva-
sion, a blow for the ex-businessman, although he 
himself has not been tried. 

 
Hard core 

But with the 2024 presidential election nearly two 
whole years away, Trump still has plenty of time to 

stage a comeback. When he was abandoned by some 
in the conservative movement after the Capitol riot, 
the former leader managed within a few months to 
regain almost total control of the party. Trump’s 
political demise has been predicted over and over 
again, but so far he has survived. The more scandals 
he accumulates, the less effect any individual inci-
dent seems to have on his power. After taking office 
in November 2016 in an unprecedented political 
upheaval that almost no one predicted, Trump may 
also be tempted to play the position of rebel candi-
date if the defections in his ranks continue. 

Polls show he is still a big favorite in a hypothetical 
Republican primary, a fact he likes to tout at every 
opportunity. He can also still count on a steadfast 
base, which swears unfailing support to the former 
president and continues to flock to his rallies. But 
even those loyalists could eventually lose patience, 
predicted Brown. “While some in his base may rally 
to support him when he in the coming months claims 
to be a victim of a political witch hunt, for many, I 
imagine that act is getting old,” she said. —AFP

Bad news piles up for US candidate Trump
Former US football player Herschel Walker, lost a bid for a Senate seat

US sounds alarm over  
‘harmful’ Iran-Russia  
military partnership 

 
WASHINGTON: The United States on Friday 
expressed alarm over a “full-scale defense partnership” 
between Moscow and Tehran, describing it as “harm-
ful” to Ukraine, Iran’s neighbors and the world. Iran 
stands accused by Western powers of supplying 
drones to Russia - which rejected the US allegations - 
as Moscow batters Ukraine’s energy infrastructure in 
search of an advantage in the bloody conflict. 
Washington has previously condemned Iran-Russia 
security cooperation, but on Friday described an 
extensive relationship involving equipment such as hel-
icopters and fighter jets as well as drones, with the lat-
ter items resulting in new US sanctions. 

“Russia is seeking to collaborate with Iran in areas 
like weapons development, training,” White House 
national security spokesman John Kirby told reporters. 
Moscow “is offering Iran an unprecedented level of 
military and technical support — that is transforming 
their relationship into a fully fledged defense partner-
ship,” he said. “We have also seen reports that Moscow 
and Tehran are considering the establishment of a joint 
production line for lethal drones in Russia. We urge 
Iran to reverse course (and) not to take these steps.” 

Moscow’s UN envoy Vassily Nebenzia pushed back 
later in the day, telling a Security Council meeting that 
“the military industrial complex in Russia can work per-
fectly fine and doesn’t need anyone’s assistance.” The 
drone allegations, he said, were “already refuted” multi-
ple times before. Earlier, Kirby announced that the 

United States would sanction three Russian-based enti-
ties active in “the acquisition and use of Iranian drones.” 

The sanctions target the Russian Aerospace Forces, 
the 924th State Center for Unmanned Aviation, and the 
Command of the Military Transport Aviation. “The 
United States will continue to use every tool at our dis-
posal to disrupt these transfers and impose conse-
quences on those engaged in this activity,” Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken said in a statement on the 
sanctions. Last month, Tehran admitted it had sent 
drones to Russia, but insisted they were supplied 
before the invasion of Ukraine. 

Kirby said the United States is also concerned that 
Russia “intends to provide Iran with advanced military 
components,” including helicopters and air defense 
systems. Iranian pilots have reportedly been learning to 
fly advanced Sukhoi Su-35 warplanes in Russia, and 
Tehran may receive the aircraft within the next year, 
which would “significantly strengthen Iran’s air force 
relative to its regional neighbors,” Kirby said.  

The United States also believes that Iran is consid-
ering the sale of “hundreds of ballistic missiles” to 
Russia, he said. Britain’s Foreign Secretary James 
Cleverly took aim Friday at the “sordid deals” between 
Moscow and Tehran, saying in a statement that Iran 
had sent drones to Russia in exchange for “military and 
technical support” from Moscow. 

This “will increase the risk it poses to our partners 
in the Middle East and to international security,” 
Cleverly said, vowing that “the UK will continue to 
expose this desperate alliance and hold both countries 
to account.” Kirby on Friday announced a new $275 
million aid package to help boost Ukraine’s air defens-
es, against Russian drones in particular. He said the aid 
“will soon be on its way to provide Ukraine with new 
capabilities to boost its air defenses and counter the 
threats that Ukraine is facing from drones.” —AFP 

Kazakhstan power  
cuts spark anger  

 
ALMATY: The plight of a city in Kazakhstan left without 
heating for over a week in temperatures that dropped to 
minus 30 degrees Celsius has sparked anger and high-
lighted the deplorable state of the country’s Soviet-era 
infrastructure. This month the northeastern city of 
Ekibastuz, with a population of around 150,000 people, 
descended into an icy hell, highlighting the dire conse-
quences of power disruptions in winter, as European 
countries struggle with shortages due to Moscow’s 
assault on Ukraine. Ekibastuz was home to a Soviet-era 
prison camp where writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn was 
imprisoned between 1950 and 1953. The camp became 
the inspiration for Solzhenitsyn’s classic novel “One Day in 
the Life of Ivan Denisovich.” 

Images broadcast in Kazakhstan in recent days 
showed long icicles forming inside apartments, while resi-
dents burnt anything they could find to keep warm. Teams 
had to work day and night to repair water pipes that had 
burst due to the cold. On November 28, authorities 
declared a state of emergency in Ekibastuz after a mal-
function at a thermal power plant deprived several dis-
tricts of electricity and heating. 

The state of emergency was lifted on Thursday and the 
situation has gradually improved, but the problem has 
sparked outrage across the country. Dimash Kudaibergen, 
a popular Kazakh singer with nearly four million followers 
on Instagram, said those responsible should pay for the 
“tears of the mothers left on the streets”. “I believe that all 
the perpetrators, starting with the head of the thermal 
power plant, should be held accountable and serve their 
sentences in a prison without heating,” he said. 

 
Run-down infrastructure 

President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, who saw deadly 
protests break out over fuel price hikes in January last 
year, fired the local governor and dispatched senior offi-

cials to the scene. The city’s plight has sparked an out-
pouring of support, with residents of Kazakhstan collect-
ing donations and sending heaters and blankets to 
Ekibastuz. Funds were even collected in neighboring 
Kyrgyzstan, which itself suffers from power outages. The 
Ekibastuz ordeal is just the latest in a long list of accidents 
involving thermal infrastructure in the vast Central Asian 
country. Kazakhstan’s energy system, inherited from the 
Soviet Union, is still run-down despite investments. 

“As they say here, the first time it’s an accident, the 
second time it’s a coincidence, but the third time it’s a 
rule,” energy expert Zhakyp Khairushev told AFP. 
According to government data, heating plants were on 
average built more than 60 years ago under Soviet leader 
Nikita Khrushchev. Khairushev said that more than 1,000 
emergency shutdowns had occurred at thermal power 
plants since the start of the year. President Tokayev has 
lamented that the hydrocarbon-rich nation is “one of the 
world’s most energy-intensive countries” and depends on 
imports from Russia. 

 
‘Unprofitable’ company 

To meet the high demand, power stations need to 
operate at full capacity, which increases the risk of acci-
dents. Khairushev said the recent expansion of the power-
hungry crypto mining industry was adding to the risks. 
Twenty-two of Kazakhstan’s 37 thermal power stations 
are in private hands, and Tokayev has said he is consider-
ing the nationalization of a number of assets. Many have 
laid the blame for the most recent accident on tycoon 
Alexander Klebanov, the owner of the Ekibastuz power 
station. Klebanov, described by Forbes as the Central 
Asian country’s 15th richest man, has denied responsibility. 

In a video statement, he said he had repeatedly 
warned the authorities about the condition of the plant. 
“But as a private company, we cannot raise consumer 
tariffs,” he said. “So the company has been unprofitable 
from the very beginning.” Khairushev struck a similar 
note. “The existing infrastructure is deteriorating,” he 
said. “If urgent measures are not taken, including the 
revision of tariffs, then, unfortunately, such accidents will 
not be uncommon.” —AFP

EKIBASTUZ: This undated handout photograph by the Kazakhstan’s Government press service shows workers repair-
ing pipes of the heating system in Ekibastuz. Thousands of people since Sunday are without heating in northern 
Kazakhstan with temperatures around -30 degrees Celsius (-22 Fahrenheit), after an accident at the power plant sup-
plying the city of Ekibastuz. —AFP

Three jailed over  
drone attack on  
Venezuela leader 

 
CARACAS: Three people accused in a failed drone 
attack targeting Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro 
in 2018 were sentenced to 30-year jail terms, relatives 
said on Friday. Maria Delgado Tabosky, retired army 
major Juan Carlos Marrufo and retired colonel Juan 
Francisco Rodriguez were convicted on charges of 
“terrorism, treason and criminal conspiracy,” according 
to a family member of one of the accused, who asked 
to remain anonymous. The criminal hearing began 
Thursday night and lasted into the early hours of 
Friday, the family member said. Delgado Tabosky, 48, 
holds dual Venezuelan and Spanish citizenship and is 
sister of Osman Delgado Tabosky, who resides in the 
United States, 

He is accused by the Maduro government of financ-
ing the attack, in which two drones carrying explosives 
blew up near where Maduro was addressing an 
assembly of members of the National Guard on August 
4, 2018, in Caracas. One drone exploded in the air over 
guardsmen standing in formation, injuring a few of 
them, and the second drone crashed into an apartment 
building two blocks away. Neither Maduro nor his 
wife, who was nearby, were hurt. Marrufo, 52, who has 
both Venezuelan and Italian citizenship, is married to 
Maria Delgado Tabosky. 

The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, a UN 
human rights body, has said that the arrests of Delgado 
Tabosky and Marrufo in 2019 were “arbitrary.” The 
couple have been jailed for three years and eight 
months at the General Directorate of Military 
Counterintelligence. Relatives have appealed for their 
transfer to a prison and requested without avail for 
Spain and Italy to intercede in their cases. Another 17 
people accused in the attack, among them former 
opposition legislator Juan Requesens, were con-
demned in August to prison terms of between five and 
30 years. —AFP


