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Iran slapped with new sanctions  
over protester’s execution

PARIS: Iran was slapped with new sanctions Friday 
and activists called for fresh protests after the Islamic 
republic carried out its first execution over demon-
strations that have shaken the regime for nearly three 
months. Mohsen Shekari, 23, was hanged Thursday 
after being convicted of “moharebeh” - or “enmity 
against God” - after what rights groups denounced 
as a show trial. The judiciary said Shekari was arrest-
ed after blocking a Tehran street and wounding a 
member of the Basij, a paramilitary force linked to 
Iran’s powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

Iran said it was exercising “utmost restraint” in the 
face of the protests that flared over the September 16 
death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian Kurd, 
after her arrest for an alleged breach of the country’s 
strict dress code for women. Britain announced sanc-
tions against 30 targets, including officials in Iran 
whom it accused of pursuing “egregious sentences” 
against protesters. Canada imposed sanctions on 22 
senior members of Iran’s judiciary, prison system and 
police, as well top aides to supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. European diplomats said the EU was 
also set to impose more punitive measures on Iran 
over the deadly crackdown that has killed at least 
458 people, including more than 60 children, accord-
ing to Oslo-based group Iran Human Rights (IHR). 
Iran said on December 3 that more than 200 people 
were killed in the unrest, including security forces. In 
addition to Shekari, Iranian media reported on Friday 
the death of a paramilitary and the burial of another, 
both of whom were said to have been wounded in 
clashes with protesters. 

 
Hurried execution 

Shekari’s body was buried 24 hours after his exe-
cution in the presence of a few family members and 
security forces in Tehran’s Behesht-e Zahra cemetery, 
the 1500tasvir social media monitor reported. UN 

rights chief Volker Turk described the execution as 
“very troubling and clearly designed to send a chill-
ing effect to the rest of the protesters”. Overnight, 
protesters nonetheless took to the street where 
Shekari was arrested, shouting, “They took away our 
Mohsen and brought back his body,” in a video 
shared by 1500tasvir. 

Elsewhere, chants of “Death to the dictator” and 
“Death to Sepahi” were heard at a demonstration in 
Tehran’s Chitgar district, in reference to Khamenei 
and the Revolutionary Guards. 1500tasvir said 
Shekari’s execution happened with such haste that 
his family had still been waiting to hear the outcome 
of his appeal. It posted harrowing footage of what it 
said was the moment his family learnt the news out-
side their Tehran home, with a woman doubled up in 
pain and grief, repeatedly screaming his name. 

The families of political prisoners put to death in 
mass executions in 1988 joined in the condemnation. 
“Mohsen’s execution is a reminder of the loss of our 
loved ones, who... just like Mohsen, were tried in min-
utes-long sham trials,” they said in a statement pub-
lished by US-based Human Rights Activists News 
Agency. Hamed Esmaeilion, an Iranian-Canadian 
activist who has organised mass protests in Berlin, 
Paris and other cities, said more demonstrations 
would be held at the weekend. 

 
‘Chilling effect’  

Western governments, which had already imposed 
waves of sanctions against Iran over the protest 
crackdown, also expressed anger. Washington called 
Shekari’s execution “a grim escalation” and vowed to 
hold the Iranian regime to account for violence 
“against its own people”. Germany summoned the 
Iranian ambassador, a diplomatic source said, without 
providing further details. Spain condemned the exe-
cution “in the strongest terms”, calling on Tehran to 

“respect the fundamental rights of the Iranian popula-
tion, including freedom of expression and peaceful 
demonstration”. Iran has defended its response to the 
protests and accused the West of hypocrisy. 

“In countering riots, Iran has shown utmost 
restraint and, unlike many Western regimes... Iran has 
employed proportionate and standard anti-riot 
methods,” its foreign ministry said. “The same is true 
for the judicial process: restraint and proportionali-

ty,” it tweeted late Thursday, adding: “Public security 
is a red line.” According to Amnesty, Iran executes 
more people annually than any nation other than 
China. IHR this week warned the Islamic republic had 
already executed more than 500 people in 2022, a 
sharp jump on last year. At least a dozen other peo-
ple are currently at risk of execution after being sen-
tenced to hang in connection with the protests, 
human rights groups warned. —AFP

Lima’s streets tense  
as Peru leader hints  
at early elections 

 
LIMA: Peru’s new president Dina Boluarte has said she 
will form a new government Saturday, even as demon-
strators pressed on Lima streets for ex-president Pedro 
Castillo to be freed after an alleged failed coup bid. 
Boluarte told journalists that if the situation “warrants it,” 
the government will consult with Congress on holding an 
early presidential vote. 

She urged those “who are coming out in protest ... to 
calm down.” Demonstrations continued on Friday, with 
protesters blocking roads with rocks, logs, and burning 
tires as they called for early elections. The roadblocks 
interrupted traffic along the southern Pan-American 
Highway that links Peru and Chile. Two days after the 
failure of his coup attempt, Castillo is sharing a detention 
center with former president Alberto Fujimori at a police 
base in Lima. 

The prosecution accuses this left-wing rural teacher 
of rebellion and conspiracy, and a high court ordered 
him into seven days in preliminary detention. On the 
streets, meanwhile, the demonstrations continue for the 
second day and fuel uncertainty about the possibility 
that Boluarte can conclude her term in 2026, as she 
herself announced upon taking office. Hundreds of 
demonstrators marched through the colonial center of 

the capital, demanding Castillo’s release. 
“I voted for Castillo, this Congress does not repre-

sent us, we want Castillo freed,” Maribel Quispe told 
AFP, in the march that left the central Plaza San Martin, 
and included the Prosecutor’s Office on its route to 
Congress. “We want them to close this corrupt 
Congress and free Castillo. He made the decision to 
close Congress because they wouldn’t let him work,” 
marcher Sara Medina said. Several dozen riot police 
officers closed the avenues that lead to the legislature 
to prevent the protest from passing through. The 
demonstrators burned banners with the image of 
President Boluarte, shouting “coup leader!” —AFP 

LIMA: Supporters of Peruvian former President Pedro 
Castillo clash with the police to reach the Lima Prefecture, 
where Castillo is under detention, in Lima, on December 7, 
2022.  —AFP

THE HAGUE, Netherlands: A protestor holds a slogan which reads in Persian as “ No to Islamic Republic” and 
another slogan reading in Kurdish “Jina (Mahsa Amini), dear! You will not die, Your name will turn into a symbol” 
during a demonstration in front of the House of Representatives in The Hague. —AFP

EU set to impose more punitive measures on Iran over deadly crackdown

One dead, dozen  
missing after  
blast in Jersey 

 
LONDON: One person was killed and several oth-
ers were missing after a “devastating” explosion 
Saturday at a block of flats in Jersey’s capital St 
Helier, police on the Channel island said. A fire was 
put out but emergency services are still conducting 
“significant work” at the scene of the flattened 
building, the police said, as a line of ambulances 
queued up. 

Fire crews mobilised after residents reported 
smelling gas, before the explosion at around 4:00 
am (0400 GMT), Jersey police chief Robin Smith 
told reporters. “We have a three-storey building 
that has completely collapsed — described from a 
demolition point of view as a pancake that has 
dropped almost straight down,” he said. “There is 
also damage to a nearby building as well, another 
block of flats that the fire service needs to make 
safe. It is a pretty devastating scene, I regret to say.” 

Photographs on social media showed thick smoke 
billowing above the blaze in St Helier before dawn. 
Smith said that “around a dozen” people were miss-
ing, “but you will appreciate also that number could 
fluctuate”. “Specialist resources” have been mobi-
lized to find anyone trapped in the rubble, according 

to the police. One person had died and two others 
were taken to hospital, Smith said, describing them 
as “walking wounded”. 

Jersey’s chief minister Kristina Moore expressed 
condolences for the fatality and said residents dis-
placed by the blast were being found somewhere to 
stay. “This is going to take some days and we will 
keep everyone updated and fully informed, and we 
will do our very best to ensure everybody is proper-
ly looked after,” she said. The incident caps a tragic 
week for Jersey, a British Crown dependency not 
part of the United Kingdom, whose economy relies 
on banking, tourism and fishing. 

The coastguard Friday abandoned a search for 
three Jersey fishermen missing for nearly 36 hours 
after their boat hit a freight ship. Skipper Michael 
Michieli and two crew members went missing early 
Thursday when their 18-metre (60-foot) wooden 
vessel collided with the Commodore Goodwill off 
Jersey. The fishing boat, L’Ecume II, sank in about 
40 metres of water, too deep for divers to search 
wi thout  spec ia l i s t  equipment , the  Jersey 
Coastguard said. 

Fisherman William Jackson said he had known 
Michieli since he was child. “He’s probably one of 
the most prominent fishermen on the island and in 
the community,” Jackson told BBC Jersey. “I was just 
shocked, absolutely shocked. The whole thing didn’t 
make any sense really,” he said, stressing that condi-
tions were “perfect” when L’Ecume II had set sail. 
The Commodore Goodwil l , owned by Condor 
Ferries, remains docked in St Helier. Photographs 
showed large gashes on its prow. —AFP
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 He congratulated Qatar on hosting the World 

Cup, dazzling the world with amazing preparations 
and organization. 

Meanwhile, Representative of HH the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal, 
said Friday that dialogue with China has established 
a basic approach and a strong pillar for boosting 
the historical relations between the two sides. This 
came in HH Sheikh Mishal’s speech at the GCC-
China Summit hosted by Riyadh, adding that this 
made a safer and brighter future for the peoples of 
the GCC member states and China. 

This is a clear indication of the common determi-
nation to continue and expand areas of joint coop-
eration, he noted. HH Sheikh Mishal conveyed 
greetings of HH the Amir to the GCC leaders and 
China President Xi Jinping, thanking King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud and the government for the 
warm reception and hospitality. Sheikh Mishal said 
the meeting comes to complete what has been 
achieved through constructive dialogue with the 

friendly People’s Republic of China that clearly 
reflects interest in developing and strengthening the 
friendly relations between “China and us”.  

The aim of this is to achieve “our common goals 
and interests”, and develop cooperation in all fields 
as well as translate ambitions and directives of GCC 
and Chinese leaderships, he said. He stressed the 
significance of the economic aspect in strengthen-
ing the bonds of cooperation between the GCC 
states and China. This is an important factor for 
consolidating the principle of economic partnership, 
and the GCC states seek to increase this coopera-
tion to reach higher levels and explore broader 
areas in support of the strong relations between the 
two sides, he stated. 

Sheikh Mishal referred to the free trade agreement 
negotiations between the GCC countries and China 
launched in April 2005, praising the efforts made by 
the joint technical teams to reach a final agreement in 
this regard. “This will boost our ties with China to 
broader horizons which will bring prosperity and 
goodness to our countries and peoples, as well as the 
region and the world,” HH the Amir’s Representative 
said. “We affirm that there is convergence of visions 
between the GCC countries and China through a con-
sensus on resolving regional and international issues, 
in addition to mutual interest in boosting cooperation 
in all different vital and important fields,” Sheikh 
Mishal concluded. — KUNA 

Crown Prince 
affirms GCC is a...
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In a post on Saturday, the UAE Publ ic 

Prosecution office said “the job ad has broken 
both Emiratization regulations and media content 
standards as it included contentious content”. The 
Kamal Osman Jamjoom Group has apologized for 
the ad, saying a “translation error” led to faulty 
formulation. According to the International Labor 
Organization, more than 90 per cent of the UAE’s 

private sector labor force is comprised of expa-
triates. 

UAE nationals are mainly employed in stable and 
relatively well-paying jobs in the country’s vast 
public sector, the ILO says. As part of a push to 
boost Emirati employment, the UAE government 
this year launched a mandatory ‘Emiratization’ drive 
that obliges most major private sector companies to 
hire nationals in skilled positions. As of Jan 1, 2023, 
non-compliant firms can face fines of up to 6,000 
dirhams ($1,633) for each position they have failed 
to fill with an Emirati national. Last month, the 
UAE’s Minister of Human Resources and 
Emiratization Abdulrahman Abdulmannan Al-Awar 
said that more than 14,000 Emiratis have entered 
the job market in 2022.  — AFP 

‘Sandwich maker’ 
job ad for Emiratis...
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seen across Doha ahead of their clash with 

Portugal. The flag - along with those of Qatar, 
Tunisia and Saudi Arabia - features on the “Our 
blood is Arab” T-shirt selling at Doha’s Souq Waqif 
market. Organizers of the first World Cup in the 
Middle East have long portrayed the tournament as 
a chance to build up Arab fervor.  

Omar Babiker, an Algerian, is dreaming of 
Morocco reaching the last four even though his 
country has strained ties with its neighbor. After 
decades of mistrust over the disputed Western 
Sahara territory, Algeria severed diplomatic rela-
tions in 2021 over “hostile actions”. But Oran busi-
nessman Babiker, who is in Doha with his son, 
echoed the feelings of many Arabs when he told 
AFP: “Politics is for politicians. I am with Morocco. 
Morocco is like Algeria. I hope they go a long way.” 

Morocco’s run has inspired similar joy across the 
Arab world. Many leaders have sent messages of 
congratulations to the team. Libyans set off fire-
works in Tripoli despite their country’s conflict and 
economic crisis. In war-ravaged Syria, Mustafa 
Yassin, a dentist in the city of Idlib, honored a 
Facebook pledge to treat 20 people for free if 
Morocco reached the quarterfinals. Lebanon’s 
French-language L’Orient-Le Jour newspaper put 
the team on its front page, proclaiming: “Pride of 
the Arabs”. 

Moroccan student Osama Al-Qabbani, 26, had 
been feeling far from home in Doha. But he said: 
“The huge number of Arabs who support Morocco 
makes me feel like I’m in Casablanca or Rabat.” 
Egyptian teenager Mohi Khaled wrapped himself in 
a Moroccan flag bought for 25 riyals ($6.80) as he 
joined the intense hunt for a ticket to Saturday’s 
game. “Morocco represents a beautiful Arab dream 
that makes us all happy,” he said. 

Morocco’s players have been praised on social 
media for celebrating with the Palestinian flag, 
another feature of festivities in Souq Waqif ’s 
cafes. Qatar, backing Palestinian claims to state-
hood, has refused to follow Gulf neighbors the 

United Arab Emirates and Bahrain by normalizing 
ties with the Zionist entity. In December 2020, 
Morocco also recognized the Zionist entity, 
though that hasn’t dented the pan-Arab sentiment 
supporting the team. 

Arab pride did suffer at seeing hosts Qatar fall in 
the first round without a point from three games. 
Saudi Arabia beat Argentina, however, and Tunisia 
defeated France. Pan-Arab celebrations have been 
prominent during the tournament. Despite Saudi 
Arabia’s role in a Gulf blockade of Qatar from 2017 
to 2021, Qatar’s Amir and Saudi’s Crown Prince 
draped themselves in each other’s colors at the 
tournament. 

Many Qataris have adopted the Moroccan and 
Palestinian flags for the World Cup. Qatar fan 
Mohammed Fakhro, 52, said Morocco had “made 
up” for his team’s early exit. Former Moroccan 
international Talal al-Karkouri said the public 
support has played a decisive role in Morocco’s 
results. “The massive presence of the fans affected 
the opponent and pushed the players to get 
results,” he told AFP. Two Portuguese fans were 
faced with chants of “Dima (always) Morocco, 
Viva (Long l ive) Morocco” as they walked 
through waves of Moroccan red shirts at Souq 
Waqif. The quarterfinal would be like “playing 
Morocco on their home ground”, said Portuguese 
fan Fernando Lobo, 56. — AFP 

Arabs unite, dare to 
dream as Morocco...

DOHA: Morocco fans cheer on their team as they 
watch a televised match at a restaurant in Souq 
Waqif on Dec 10, 2022. — AFP 


